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LT&T at Christmas 


The plant, commercial and district office forces at Beatrice combined to form one big Unristmas party. 
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A “standing room only” crowd of 525 attended the adult party at the Lincoln Hotel on December 21. 
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‘’'Tis the season to be jolly,’ sang the Lincoln 
corolers on their tour of the M Street buildings. 
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Velma Bock titles this picture: ‘’“‘The gay bunch who drank all the punch and ate all the turkey 
at the Geneva Area Christmas party.” 


Clowns at the Lincoln children’s party were: 
Gay Henderson, Dick Hobson, Don Nelson and 
Charles Lindgren. 


The general committee at Lincoln in an early session. 


The traditional 7 a.m. breakfast of Lincoln commercial folk. 


The committee, left; the dinner, right. 


Irena Daugulis and Carol Goff display the 
Christmas cards received by Revenue Accounting 
from their sister departments throughout the 
nation. : 
may z .. 
was held December 13. 


The Auburn partv, December 19. At right: Harry Rogers, Myron 
Birdsley, M. C. 
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} ; Veterans at the Hastings party incluaed: Fred Helping themseives to seconds at the Crete 
Two hundred ten noisy, happy youngsters enjoyed the Lincoln children’s Adkins, Ted Burr, George Mehuron, Frieda Ross, The photographer interrupted the singing of Christmas party are Darlene Acord and Everine 
Two views of the Wahoo Traffic party, held December 4. party on Saturday, December 22, at the Cornhusker Hotel. Dave Culbertson and Bill Cummings. Christmas carols at the Seward Area party. Andelt, operators. 
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The Beatrice SATT Equipment 


by K. E. VERSAW 


The descriptions that I have provided for the new Beatrice 
equipment in the first two articles of this series have been of a 
general nature. I have tried to give all our readers a general 
understanding of what the new SATT eauioment will be able to 
do for our subscribers. I now wish to “dig a little deeper’ and 
try to tell more about the individual units of equipment that are 
being provided to make up our first SATT installation. K.E.Y. 
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Fig. 1: Schematic diagram of SATT equipment being provided at Beatrice, charting 
the course of a long distance call from a subscriber at Beatrice or a tributary 


office. 


It might be well to pause here for a 
moment to look at the general plan for 
this SATT installation. 

Since we have had no previous expe- 
rience with SATT equipment in any of 
the LT&T exchanges, Beatrice will not 
only be the first to offer Direct Distance 
Dialing, but it will enable us to make 
studies of the equipment and its func- 
tions so that we will be able to make 
the best use of it in our future dial con- 
versions. 

In this initial installation, it has been 
planned to provide all the basic SATT 
common equipment with features that 
will permit Beatrice to become a part 
of the Nationwide Direct Distance Dial- 
ing network as soon as such facilities 
are available. 

Automatic detector equipment is be- 
ing provided at first for only part of 
our Beatrice subscribers. The 700 ter- 
minals of detrel detector equipment 
now being installed will be assigned to 
business telephones only. The station- 
to-station toll calls dialed by the rest of 
our Beatrice subscribers and by the 
subscribers in Pickrell, Plymouth, Fil- 
ley and DeWitt will rely on the “BD” 
operator to identify their telephone 
numbers to the ticketers. This will per- 
mit us to make comparisons between 
the two methods of operation which 
will determine the pattern for the 
future. Detector equipment can be pro- 
vided for the remainder of the Beatrice 
subscribers should it prove advisable. 
Detector equipment is not planned for 
tributary offices. 


_ The major components of equipment 
included for Strowger Automatic Toll 


Ticketing, and the quantities, are as fol- 
lows: 


Ticketers 

SATT Selector Repeaters 
Transenders 

Translator 

Dater-Timer 

Ticket Printer 

Spotter Battery, 50-Volt 
Detrel Detector 

Operator Control Trunks 
Monitor Rack 

Tabulators 

Tape Perforators 

Ticketer Hunter Control Relays 
Detector Battery, 80-Volt 


This equipment has been arranged in 
a schematic functional diagram in Fig. 
1. J will attempt to describe the general 
operation of each of these units, how it 
1S associated with the other equipment, 
and the part it plays when our sub- 
scriber places his station-to-station toll 
call by Direct Distance Dialing. 


The ticketers are made up of two 
components. These are the control unit 
and the storage unit. The ticketers and 
associated selector repeater are the only 
parts of the SATT equipment which are 
associated with the calling station for 
the duration of this toll call. The ticket- 
ers call for and are associated with the 
other units of the SATT equipment for 
specific functions during the processing 
of the call. 

The ticketer requires the services of 
the detector for a very small fraction 
of a second to identify the calling sta- 
tion. A transender is called into use 
only during the time the connection is 
being established. During a portion of 


—-ath 4. Ye 


— 


NO 


the time that the transender is working 
with the ticketer, it requires the added 
services of the translator. 


A Tabulator is associated with our 
ticketer for a short period at the com- 
pletion of the call, and it in turn re- 
quires the assistance of a tape per- 
forator. 

Each ticketer is directly associated 
with a ticketer selector repeater and 
a transender hunter. The specific func- 
tions of each of these units of SATT 
equipment will be described as we fol- 
low a subscriber dialed toll call through 
the SATT equipment. 

The first step for the subscriber in 
placing this call is to consult the spe- 
cial Direct Distance Dialing directory 
provided for all subscribers in the Be- 
atrice area. This directory will provide 
a list of all the exchanges that can be 
dialed directly by the subscribers, and 
the special code required to reach that 
exchange. For example, the code shown 
for Lincoln is 55. In order to place a 
station-to-station toll call to Lincoln, 
we must first dial “90” for SATT access, 
then ‘55,’ then the 5-digit telephone 
number of the Lincoln subscriber we 
wish to call. 

When this call is originated from a 
Beatrice telephone, the first digit ‘‘9” 
selects an idle ticketer connected di- 
rectly to the ninth level of the local 
first selectors. 

The ‘9” dialed by a subscriber in one 
of the dial tributaries of Beatrice will 
select a toll trunk circuit to Beatrice. As- 


sociated with this trunk in the Beatrice 
office are ticketer hunter control relays 
and ticketer hunters. An idle ticketer 
is selected and associated with this 
trunk by the ticketer hunter. 

The “0” digit serves a different pur- 
pose in each of the previous situations. 
Beatrice party line business phones are 
equipped with SATT station-identity 
dials. The dial provides a special pulse 
to identify each party on a party line. 

When the digit “O” is dialed on a 
station-identity dial, a single ground 
pulse is impressed on the line loop at 
a time when the regular impulse 
springs are closed. This is the “‘spotter”’ 
pulse. It may follow after any one of 
the ten line pulses. The location of the 
spotter pulse indicates the calling party 
line station. These spotter pulses are 
effective only when dialing the “O” 
of the SATT access code. Initially we 
will be concerned only with 2-party 
lines at Beatrice; however if the digit 
“O” is not dialed into the ticketer, it 
will record as an incomplete identifica- 
tion and will call in the BD operator 
to complete the calling party identifi- 
cation. The “0” must be dialed into 
the ticketer even though the call may 
be from a station without automatic 
detection. 

When the “O” is dialed over the 
trunk circuit from the tributary office 
it serves mainly as a time interval 
for the ticketer hunters to select and 
associate a ticketer with the calling 
station. 

In both of the instances above, the 
ticketer, once selected, is associated 
with the calling station for the duration 
of the call. On station lines equipped 
with automatic identification, the de- 
tection cycle is completed shortly after 
the “O” digit is completed. 

Each station equipped for automatic 
identification has the “c” terminal of 
its line equipment connected through 
a detrel relay and an associated neon 
lamp to the detector relay equipment. 

After the “0” digit has been dialed, 
the 80-volt detector battery is mo- 
mentarily returned from the ticketer 
over the selector and linefinder ‘“c” 
lead and causes the associated neon 
lamp to fire. This permits the associated 
detrel relay to operate and identify 
the connector terminal. Thousands and 
hundreds group relays associated with 


In rapid process of installation 
on the first floor of the new Beatrice 
building is the six-position toll board. 


this detrel relay are also operated, thus 
identifying the terminal number. If 
the person originating this call was one 
party on a party line, the spotter 
battery and station identity dial would 
also function during the dialing of the 
digit “O” to identify the party on the 
line. 

Each digit dialed by the subscriber, 
as well as the digits of the calling 
party’s telephone number, must be re- 
corded by the ticketing equipment and 
held in storage until the call has been 
completed. This information is stored 
by register relays known as codel units. 
One codel unit is required for each 
digit that must be registered and stored. 
Each codel unit consists of four small 
relays identified as W, X, Y and Z. The 
digit registered is determined by the 
combination of the codel relays that 
are operated, according to the following 
plan: 

WX WY WZ XY XZ YZ W XK Y Z 

1 a re 5 6 7 8 9 O 

The transfer of registered informa- 
tion from unit to unit of the SATT 
equipment is on the basis of four wire 
circuits, W, X, Y & Z, marked to iden- 
tify the digits according to this same 
plan. 

During the time that the “O” was 
dialed, a transender from the common 
pool has become associated with the 
ticketer. The transender is required 
while the called number is being dialed, 
and will be retained under the control 
of the ticketer until it has obtained 
a routing directive from the translator, 
and until it completes the required 
sending. Upon completion of the send- 
ing, the ticketer switches through and 
frees the transender for use on other 
calls. 

The transender circuit is composed 
of three separate units. These are the 
transender codexer, trensender coder 
and transender sender. These units 
operate in direct conjunction with each 
other. 

The digits of the called number 
dialed by the originating subscriber are 
stored by the codel units in the ticketer 
and are repeated to the transender co- 
dexer unit. The codexer unit is a Strow- 
ger type switch with 800 point banks. 
It registers the three digit office code 
as it is repeated through the ticketer. 
The first digit is registered on the 


CODEXER CODER SENDER 
The three units which make up the Transender. 


banks of a rotary switch, and the 
second and third digits are marked by 
the vertical and horizontal position of 
the transender codexer wipers on the 
800 point banks. The transender now 
calls for association with the common 
translator. One translator relay is re- 
quired for each different routing di- 
rective to be provided by the SATT 
equipment. There are 40 translator re- 
lays provided at Beatrice, with mount- 
ing space available for thirty additional 
relays. 

When the translator is seized, a cir- 
cuit is closed from the transender to 
one of the multi-contact relays in 
the translator. This relay operates and 
extends the leads connected to it from 
the Code Assignment Jumper Field 
through to the Translator Jumper 
Field. Only one of these leads is 
grounded in the codexer. This ground 
is connected to the Translator Jumper 
Field and then to the required Trans- 
lator Relay. Translator Relay Terminal 
Block Strapping is provided by the In- 
staller to identify the routing informa- 
tion required for the Translator Relay 
associated with each office code. 

All the codel and miscellaneous leads 
from the transender coder are extended 
to the translator for a brief period. At 
this same instant the Translator Relay, 
operated because of the office code 
dialed, grounds some of these leads 
and operates the corresponding relays 
in the coder, The operation of these 
relays in the coder places a ground 
on codel leads making the routing di- 
rective available to the transender 
sender. The transenders and translator 
are arranged to provide a routing di- 
rective with a maximum of six digits. 
Usually fewer than this are required. 
In addition to the possible 6-digit 
routing directive, a single control digit 
is provided. The control digit deter- 
mines how many of the subscriber 
digits are to be pulsed forward by the 


sorbed. 

Note: Mr. Versaw will continue the story of the 
functions of individual units of the Beatrice SATT 
equipment in the next issue. Editor. 


4-'56 Club, Continued 


New WMembors 


Sorry that pictures were not 


available of mew members: 


5 6 It can be said that the efforts of participants in the 4-’56 Club 
closed in a “‘blaze of glory’’ with the passing of the old’ year. 
The blaze was ignited by the year-end accent on extension sales. 


Prognosticators who attempted to forecast the year’s station 
development at the beginning of 1956 were in accord that the sta- 
tion gain might approach, but not equal, the increase for 1955. 
Indeed it seemed, all through the year, that they were right; for 
there was a definite lag in the gains of 1956 until the beginning 
of October. We were then 370 stations behind the record of the 
year before. 

That was when the folk really got down to business in selling 
extensions. Day by day, week by week, the gap narrowed between 
the two lines on the chart. Then, in a final flurry of Christmas 
sales, 1956 drove down tke stretch, almost in a photo-finish, to 
surpass the record of 1955 by 28 stations! The final unofficial tabu- 
lation indicated a gain of 5620 of which 1858 were extension 
telephones. | 

It was employee sales that spelled the difference between a 
good year and an ordinary one. Of 6880 service requests turned in 
by 4-'56 Club participants, 4387 or more than 63% resulted in 
sales, representing an annual gross revenue of $84,680. 

To Stromsburg Area went the honor of being first to attain 
100% employee membership in the 4-’56 Club, while Wahoo 
Area fought valiantly through the year to maintain their set pace 
of ‘‘a sale a day.’’ They surpassed their self-imposed quota during 
the last week of December. | 

It will take no one by surprise to find Dewey Lewis still firmly 
intrenched as leader in individual sales. From the first there was 
little doubt of his intentions and on gaining the lead last April 
he showed heels to the rest of the organization for the remainder 
of the year. 

Clarice Fuller of Beatrice turned in the greatest number of 
service requests—313; followed by Dewey Lewis—241; Anna Men- 
ninga—193; A. E. Stansbury—130; P. J. Guelker—115; L. A. 
Genrich—111; and G. W. Heikes—107. 

Of the 593 employees who participated in the program, 343 
became 4-56 Club members. They were divided as follows: 
western district—159; eastern district-—79; southern district—53; 
central district—39; general offices—13. 


Club Leaders 


Ethel Simpson, Guide Rock 


and 


Mary Ellen Harrison, Hebron 


% ant tin i = 


John Eckles 
York—5 


Oakel Butler 


** Arthur Balderson 
Auburn—4 


Shirl Baker 
ned Lincoln—10 


Beatrice—6 


Marjorie Headrick 
Superior—4 


A. B. Gorman 
Lincoln—4 


Clarice Fuller 
Beatrice—5 


x C. E. Hedstrom 
Hastings—10 


George Hancock 
Lincoln—4 


Henrietta Goracke 
Tecumseh—4 


Froving once more the oid adage of salesman- 
ship that “nothing succeeds like success,’ Dewey 
Lewis, of Lincoln Plant, met the requirements 
of Club membershin 27 times over. His record 
contains no windfall of multiple sales credits— 
but every point was collected the hard way, 
with Dewey explaining the advantage and con- 
venience of additional telephone facilities in 
every home he entered. Best of all, he left 
behind him a trail of satisfied telephone users, 
for the happy customer is one who is equipped 
with adecuate telephone service. 


Donna Larsen 


Hastings—14 Beulah Mason 


Beatrice—4 


Frances L. Marolf 
Hebron—4 


Alma Konvalin 
Superior—4 


John W. Klein 
Sutton—4 


Donald Jacobson 
Syracuse—5 
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A NEW TYPE 


OF CONDUIT 


Used in 


Lincoln Underground Cable Extension 


by J. S. Reed 


The LT&T plant group recently completed a trial in- 
stallation of a different type of conduit for underground 
cable. This is an asbestos-cement product marketed under 
the name of “Transite” and “Transite Korduct.” This type 
of conduit has been standard with many power companies 
and a number of telephone organizations for some years. 

Transite Korduct of 314” internal diameter was em- 
ployed in laying approximately 1000 feet of conduit in a 
portion of the new extension of underground cable from 
48th along “O” to 74th Street. Regular 4-duct clay tile 
conduit was used in the rest of the extension. To comply 
with city regulations, the Korduct was encased in concrete, 
though regular Transite conduit, which is of thicker wall 
construction, can be placed directly in the earth. 

The new conduit material has a number of advantages 
which may make it more satisfactory than the traditional 
clay tile conduit. Since it is produced in 10-foot lengths and 


The lightweight Transite can be easily and rapidly laid. Note the 
flexible plastic couplings that facilitate joining together of the conduit 
ends with minimum time and effort. The joints are water and silt tight. 
No special joint sealer is reauired. 


makes use of flexible plastic couplings, it is much easier to 
place than tile conduit which comes in shorter lengths and 
requires the placing of mortar bandages around each joint. 
The installation of tile conduit is an exacting task, requiring 
care to line up the joints properly and avoid undue break- 
age of the brittle material. The tile material also tends to 
deteriorate with time, whereas the asbestos-cement conduit 
is said to be highly resistant to moisture and soil corrosion. 

Although Transite conduit for underground cable is 
still on trial at present, the use of Transite conduit bends 
at underground cable entrances to CDO buildings has be- 
come an established practice. The Transite bends cost less 
than the old-time steel pipe bends and are much easier to 
install, 

In addition, Transite conduit is placed from the Transite 
bend at the entrance to the riser pole, where it joins to a 
regular steel pipe bend on the riser pipe. 


This typical Transite conduit installation of six ducts averaged 280 feet 
per man hour, using direct burial without concrete encasement. 
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Here are some of the 


Recent changes in the Social Security program will have 
far-reaching effect upon everyone covered by the law. To 
illustrate how they may affect you, as a telephone employee, 
here are some of the highlights: 

Beginning January 1, 1957, deductions for Social Security 
from your paycheck rose from 2% to 2%% on the first $4200 
of annual earnings. The Company’s payments also were in- 
creased to 24%. 


Should you become disabled to the point where you can- 
not work again, you may start drawing full Social Security 
benefits at the age of 50. 


Women workers may retire at age 62 and receive Social 
Security payments immediately, but the monthly payments 
will be smaller—and continue so—than if she had waited 
until age 65 to retire. 

When the husband retires, the wife may begin to receive 
Social Security payments at the age of 62 if she so desires. 
She, too, would receive smaller benefits than if she waited 
until age 65 before filing her claim. 


If the husband dies, the widow may now receive her full 
benefits at age 62 instead of waiting until age 65 as stipulated 
under the former law. In her case there would be no reduc- 
tion in the monthly sum received because of the reduced age. 


The new Social Security benefits for women became effec- 
tive November 1, 1956. Disability benefits will go into effect 
July 1, 1957. 


If you wish to work after your 65th birthday you can 
receive your Social Security benefits, but if you earn more 
than $1200 per year benefits are not payable for some months 
of the year. The year following your 72nd birthday you may 
earn all you can and still receive your full Social Security 
benefits. 

If you are insured under Social Security when you die 
and regardless of your age, monthly benefits are payable to 
your widow, if she is 62 years of age or older. They also are 
payable if you leave one or more children under 18; or if 
you have parents over 65 who depend on you for their sup- 
port. If your widow is under 62 she must be left with one 
or more unmarried children under 18 to be entitled to collect. 


B. J. Sievers, assistant controller, gives us details of some 
of the more pertinent clauses in the new law as follows: 


How Much Will It Cost? 


In addition to the increase from 2% to 2%4% in the first 
$4200 of annual earnings, the present law provides an in- 
crease to 2%°4% in 1960 and an increase of %% every five 
years thereafter until 1975, at which time the rate will reach 


444%, 


Every wage earner is affected 
by the changes made last year 


in the 


SOCIAL SECURITY 


PROGRAM 


facts you should know: 


Retirement of Women Workers Before Age 65 


Women workers and wives who apply for Old Age In- 
surance Benefits (Social Security) before age 65 will receive 
a permanently lower amount than they would receive at age 
65. Monthly payments will be reduced by five-ninths of 1% 
for each full month before age 65 for which payments are 
received. The maximum reduction for women who retire 
at age 62 is 20%. For example, a woman who would qualify 
for $98.50 at age 65 would receive $78.80 if she elects to apply 
at age 62. This amount will not be increased when she 
reaches age 65. 


Disability Benefits 


Disability benefits cannot begin until after an employee 
has been disabled for a period of six months and has reached 
the age of 50. Payments start after July 1957. 


Relation To Company Plan 


These amendments further emphasize the ‘forward 
look” that was taken by this and other telephone companies 
when they established their employees’ pension and dis- 
ability plans. Both deal with the same human problems. 
This company’s Plan was adopted January 1, 1917 and in 
anticipation of eventual coverage of such situations by law, 
the company’s Plan always has included provision of adjust- 
ing duplicate pensions and benefits. Retirement income of 
employees consists of a combined pension allowance pro- 
vided under the company Plan and Social Security payments. 
Since the company pays one-half of the Social Security con- 
tribution, the company pension is adjusted for one-half on 
the Social Security payment, subject to the application of 
certain provisions applying to minimum payments. The 
total combined retirement income is greater than the un- 
adjusted company pension would be and this additional in- 
come is provided by the employee’s portion of the tax con- 
tributions under the Social Security law. 


The company pension payments are more liberal and 
flexible than those provided by Social Security. The LT&T 
Pian provides for retirement and disability pensions prior 
to the time the individual is entitled to Social Security bene- 
fits and no deduction is made by the company until the 
employee qualifies for Social Security benefits, for which 
the company has contributed. 

Both the lowering of the retirement age for women and 


the disability payment provisions of the new amendment 
are a duplication of company payments. 
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Decisions which govern the policies of LT&T 
usually originate on the second floor of the gen- 
eral office building at 14th and M, which en- 
closes the board of directors’ chamber; the offices 
of the president; operating vice president and 


secretary-treasurer. The general plant depart- 
ment occupies the east wing, while the personnel 


department and Co-Op offices adjoin the court. 


The News camera recently visited the second 
floor and found all the folk at their stations of 


labor. They are identified as follows: 


Thomas C. Woods, president. 


The board of directors assembled for their 
quarterly meeting. Seated: J. Stewart Elliott, 


Merle M. Hale, Thomas C. Woods, William I. 
Aitken, Houghton Furr, secretary, Leonard E. 
Hurtz. Standina: Frank H. Woods, Jr., W. Ww. 
Putney, Charles T. Stuart, Morton Steinhart, 
Herbert W. Potter, Thomas H. Wake, Henry 
C. Woods, Edwin J. Faulkner, Philip M. Aitken. 
Not in picture: John H. Agee, George J. 
Woods. The directors’ room, located at the 
southeast corner, has remained almost un- 
changed throughout more than 40 years. 
Here stands the historic roll top desk used 


by Frank H. Woods, founder of the company, 
traits of many nota- 


while on the walls are por 1 
ble peoole with whom he was assoct ted. 
Merle M. Hale, vice president—operations. 


Max C. Walker, assistant to the general plant 
superintendent. 

John S. Reed, plant methods supervisor. 
Walter F. Roberts, personnel director. 

George P. Barney, general plant superintend- 
ent. 

Kathryn Portsche, secretary 
Dorothy Lefler, secretary, General Plant. 
Fred J. Bettenhausen, treasury supervisor. 


Paula Otte, secretary to president. 
Hall, financial clerk, treasurer's office. 


to vice president. 


Marie 
Judy Munson, General Plant. 

Mina Jorgensen, secretary, General Plant. 
Houghton Furr, secretary-treasurer. 


Joan Moorberg, secretary, Personnel. 
ary, treasurer's office. 


Credit 


Margaret Francis, secret 
Tillie Boyd, bookkeeper, Cooperative 
Association. 
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Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Our Cover 


Winter's greatest compensation is the 
cloak of beauty which Nature, with soft 
and silent touch, lays upon the land- 
scape. No green summer glen; no flow- 
ering spring hillside can match the 
splendor of a January morning when 
the eye can feast upon a scene of new- 
fallen snow; when the “poorest twig 
is crowned inch-deep with pearl.” 

But even more important to Nebras- 
kans, snow acts as a blanket to protect 
the fall crops from the rigors of winter, 
sends its moisture deep into the earth 
to replenish the subterranean streams 
and prepares the ground for spring till- 
ing. Most everyone is ready to forgive 
the temporary inconvenience to motor- 
ists and sidewalk shovelers. We need 
the snow. May it descend in abundance 
between now and spring. 

The picture was taken by Louis C. 
Williams, a professional photographer, 
who travels the country in search of 
beauty spots to capture with his camera. 
The photographer himself appears in 
the picture. 


Of Immeasurable Value 


C. C. Jennings, who resigned his po- 
sition at Nebraska City a few weeks 


ago and set sail for California, ad- 


dressed a letter to Lloyd Jenkins, First 


Aid instructor, on December 27. It 
carries some pungent advice to all em- 
ployees. Here it is: 

“I want to thank the company and 
all concerned for your First Aid in- 
struction. It was a blessed thing on 
Christmas Day. We came upon the 
scene of an accident here in California 
—a bad car wreck on the highway. I 
was there just in time to save a man’s 
life. He was cut badly at the base of 
the head and had lost a great amount 
of blood but I was able to stop the 
flow until a doctor and the ambulance 
arrived. So let this be a@ warning to 
all to take interest in what Mr. Jenkins 
has to say. You might be called upon 
to save a life sometime.” 


Why I Like My Job 


By Eunice Bailey 


This essay was written at the request of the 
Kiwanis Club fer use in vocational guidance of 
students at Lincoln High School. Mrs. Bailey’s 
article was one of several prepared by LT&T 
employees. Another was published in the May, 
1956 News. 

A glance at the service records of LT&T 
is a printed testimonial that a lot of tele- 
phone people like their jobs. Service records 
of 25 to 45 years are not unusual. 


pee ser. Why do | like my 

- job as an accounting 
department employee? 
The reasons are many 
and varied. 

1. Wages — higher 
than those paid for 
similar work in most 
offices. 

2. 40 hours—Five- 
day week with time- 
and-a-half pay for 
more than 40 hours a 


Eunice Bailey 
week. 

3. Paid vacations after one year’s ser- 
vice; increasing from one to three weeks 
with increased service. 

4. Wage progression scale which assures 
pay increases at regular intervals. 

5. Excellent working conditions in well- 
lighted offices with the best of equipment. 

6. Patient, constructive supervision and 
the willing help of fellow employees. 

7. The feeling of being a part of a closely 
knit group. Many companies attempt to 
sponsor this attitude, but in no other busi- 
ness has it been as truly successful as in 
the telephone industry. In a literal sense, 
entire families are employed in various de- 
partments and two or three generations of 
a family are not unusual. 

8. Sickness benefits are excellent. After 
a nominal period of employment, we are 
qualified to receive wages during sickness 
of short or long duration. 

9. Retirement plan by which employees 
are retired at age 65 with a pension. This 
incorporates various plans by which an em- 
ployee may retire before age 65 with re- 
quired years of service. The retirement plan 
is entirely company paid. 

10. Group life insurance and hospitaliza- 
tion insurance at greatly reduced rates. Our 
hospitalization plan is owned and operated 
by the employees and is one of the finest in 
the country. 

11. The Employees Credit Union, owned 
and operated by the employees, is available 
to all employees for loans and savings. 

12. Company sponsored plans for bowling, 
baseball and volleyball for the sports-minded. 
Each year at Christmas the LT&T chorus 
makes various appearances. This chorus is 
open to all employees who enjoy group sing- 
ing. 

At 18 years of age perhaps the thought of 
advancement, pensions and such long-range 
plans does not interest one greatly. However, 
no one knows what the years may bring. 
Perhaps you plan to work only a short time 
and you are not interested in a lifetime 
career. Speaking from personal experience, 
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no one knows when sickness, death or fi- 
nancial reverses will place you in the posi- 
tion that to go to work again is essential. 

The background and experience gained as 
an Accounting employee of LT&T is in- 
valuable. You have established a backlog 
of experience that can never be taken from 
you and which is recognized and highly re- 
spected any place in the country. 

The distinction of being an employee of 
LT&T can be worn with great pride, as you 
are associated with some of the world’s fin- 
est people. 

Eunice Bailey 
Revenue Accounting Section 


You're Welcome 


It required a bit of detective work 
and much perseverance, but Operators 
15 and 13, Bonnie Albrandt and Doro- 
thea Heckman of Lincoln Traffic, fin- 
ally traced a party across the state and 
completed a call. A few days later they 
received a Thank You note from Anna 
Pride, 80, and Mertie Hempstead, 82, 
of Lincoln, and then realized the im- 
portance of the call. Mrs. Hempstead 
wrote: 

“Owing to your kindness, I am going 
to see a friend whom I have not seen 
for 29 years. We were together at 
Oberlin College, Ohio, in the 1890’s... 
and now we are to be together—thanks 
to you—on Wednesday. You can realize 
what it means.” 


More Calls Af Christmas 


The 1956 volume of Christmas LD 
traffic, excluding Lincoln, was less 
than a percentage point above that of 
the year before, with 4,794 completed 
messages compared with 4,786 in 1955. 
In Lincoln, however, there was a fine 
increase of 12 percent, representing 
3,994 completions compared with 3,330 
in 1955. 

The percentage of calls completed, 
opposed to those offered, continues 
to drop, mainly due to practice changes 
which encourage the calling party to 
cancel the call if busy circuits or lines 
are encountered, and replace the call 
at a later time. 


Extended Service for Burchard 


Fxtended service from Burchard to 
Pawnee City went into effect De- 
cember 4 on petition of Burchard sub- 
scribers. The service is accommodated 
by two carrier channels between the 


towns. 


Forty Years Ago 


[f we were to look backward over 
the reach of time that forms the life 
span of LT&T, the year 1917 would 
stand in prominence for several reasons. 


First, it was a year of transition in 
which an evolutionary cycle in human 


progress was drawing to a close. The 
way of the ‘simple 
life’ was slipping 
away, never to re- 
turn. The mechani- 
cal age had begun, 
with the automobile 
rapidly replacing 
horse-drawn ve- 
hicles; airplane de- 
velopment was surg- 
ing forward; the 
wireless telegraph 
and telephone had 
become a reality; 
the tempo of life ad- 
Blanche Curry, of vanced with ever 
Eastern District Plant, increasing pace. 


was the lone woman 
“serviceman” in World War I was 
World War I. in a deadlock of 
slaughter. There 
was a heavy demand on America for 
war materials, particularly metals. For- 
eign imports were sharply curtailed. 
A scarcity of commodities was becom- 
ing more and more acute and the cost 
of living was rising sharply. 

LT&T was already feeling the effects 
of the changing times as the year began. 
The cost of most materials used in the 
conduct of our business had more than 
doubled in the past two years. Wages 
in more flexible industries around us 
were rapidly advancing while our rev- 
enues and employees’ salaries necessari- 
ly remained at a fixed level. 

Then, in April, America herself was 
at war and the swift movement of 
young men from the organization into 
military service made great inroads into 
our personnel. By the last of October 60 
employees already had joined the colors 
via the enlistment route, and by the end 
of the war a total of 172 employees 
were in military service. 

Highlights of the year included the 
inauguration of the employees’ pension 
and benefit plan on January 1; the 
establishment of courses in toll operat- 
ing and plant engineering for em- 
ployees; the opening of a men’s club 
room at Lincoln and the offering of a 
“thrift plan” to employees for the pur- 
chase of Liberty Bonds. 


Money may be the husk of many 
things but not the kernel. It brings 
you food, but not appetite; medicine, 
but not health; acquaintances, but not 
friends; servants, but not loyalty; day 
of joy, but not peace or happiness. 

—Henrik Ibsen. 


: ee eS 5 ce SF, Seeccsen oe. 2 Siena 


C. E. “Kelly’’ Hedstrom, Hastings Plant, climbs 
high to add another subscriber to the ever grow- 
ing list. 


More Lines for Hastings 


Further indication of the continued 
growth of Hastings may be found at 
the telephone office where Floyd 
Crewdson and crew are busy with the 
installation of switching equipment to 
provide for an additional 600 lines and 
1,000 terminals. 

At the same time extensive additions 
are being made to the cable distribu- 
tion system in the south part of the 
city where construction crews are at 
work placing 18,884 feet of cable and 
38 new terminals. 

Population gains and greater demand 
for service have made the additions 
necessary. The number of telephones 
in Hastings has grown steadily at the 
rate of about 315 per year and during 
the past ten years has increased from 
6,013 to 9,433, or about 56 percent. 


Since December 10, when this picture was 
taken, a 35-year embiem has been firmiy at- 
tached to the lapel of George M. Albury, 4-office 
foreman. He dates his experience from April 
1920 when he was employed by the Mountain 
States company at Sheridan, Wyoming. Later, 
he worked at Boulder Canyon and Billings, Mon- 
tana before joining LT&T in July 1923. C. B. 
Meshier is doing the honors in the picture above 
as Howard Smith, Alan Ager, Howard Stroup, 
Hugo Staley, ‘““Mike’’ Guthrie and Warren Shuck 
form the group in the background. 
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A New Publication 


Volume One, Number One of “Report 
To Management,” made its appearance 
December 5. The single-page bulletin 
is designed to provide the management 
group with timely information on plans 
and progress of LT&T. The subjects 
covered in capsule form in the first 
issue were under the headings: Budget, 
Financing, Beatrice, Ashland, Dial Con- 
versions and Sales Notes, 

“Report To Management” has no 
specific publication period, but is to be 
issued at such intervals as may be 
necessary to keep our people well 
abreast of events and plans. The report 
is addressed to the more than 200 em- 
ployees in management job classifica- 
tions. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Jungck announce the 
birth of a son, Thomas James, on December 
10. Ed is employed in Hastings Plant and 
Phyllis is on leave from Beatrice Traffic. 

A daughter was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Reimer on December 2. Mary is on 
leave of absence from Beatrice Traffic. 

A daughter, Susan Kay, arrived at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Russell on 
December 18. Darlene is on leave from 
Accounting. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Swigert announce the 
birth of a daughter, Dorene Kay, January 1. 
Jack is employed in the engineering depart- 
ment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Wier announce the 
birth of a son on December 11. Carol is 
on leave of absence from Lincoln Commercial. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Berkland are the 
proud parents of a daughter, Teri Ann, born 
December 8. Wayne is a member of the 
Lincoln switchroom. 

A son, Mark David, was born December 
1 to Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Higgins. Clyde is 


employed in the toll equipment department. 


Happiness Ahead 


Shirley Bucher, Beatrice Traffic, and Mau- 
rice Graham were united in marriage Decem- 
ber 28 in the Lutheran Church at Pickrell. 
Shirley has resigned to be with her husband 
who is stationed with the Air Force in 
Mobile, Alabama. 

Rolland Drake, Beatrice switchman, and 
Eldeen Riese, Hastings Commercial, were 
married December 29 at the Lutheran Church 
in Hastings. 

Harold Kuenning and Delores Joan Bauer 
were married December 20 in a 6:30 P.M. 
ceremony at the Luther Memorial Church 
in Syracuse. Harold is a member of Don 
Jones’ crew, construction department, and 
Delores is employed in Syracuse Traffic. 

The wedding of Darlene Larsen, supply 
department stenographer, and Lee Gabriel, 
A/2-C, was performed December 12 at the 
Lincoln Air Force Base Chapel. 

Francis Neil, Auburn Traffic, became the 
bride of Weldon Slater in a ceremony per: 
formed at the Christian Church in Auburn 
on December 14. 


A district group conference on the new accounting procedure. Clockwise: Ted Ray, James Cruick- 
shank, B. J. Sievers, Ralph Connors, Marvin Pilfold, Claude Helm, Larry Connealy, R. H. Spohn, Byron 


Pattison, G. E. Miller, Marilyn Osborn, I. J. Devoe. 


Walker and C. M. Lindgren. 


Almost out of picture at lower right are M. C. 


[T&T Begins "Cradle fo Graye’’ System of Accounting 


A far-reaching change in station ac- 
counting procedure became effective in 
our organization January 1. The new 
system of accounts—sometimes called 
the “cradle to the grave’ plan, was 
adopted by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission after years of recur- 
rent recommendation by the USITA 
accounting committee. Only recently 
the committee’s efforts have been re- 
inforced by the Bell companies and con- 
curred in by the NARUC. 

Under former accounting methods, 
when station equipment was purchased 
it was charged to the inventory ac- 
count. When, at a later date, it was 
placed in actual service it was removed 
from inventory and charged to the sta- 
tion account. If subsequently removed 
it was again charged to inventory and 
if reinstalled, back to the station ac- 
count—and so on. Each step meant 
making out reports and record entries. 

Under the “cradle to the grave” sys- 
tem, the station equipment is charged 
to the station apparatus account when 
it is purchased and so remains until it 
is retired from service. The system is 
expected to save thousands of accour* 


ing transactions and plant record en- 
tries. 


Other advantages are foreseen in the 
use of the new system. Not only will 
the plant man find it easier to make out 
his daily labor and material report, but 
the books of the company will present 
a more accurate picture of the invest- 
ment and mortality of the equipment 
involved. 


The plan was adopted by the Ne- 
braska State Railway Commission on 
December 17. Since then meetings have 
been held throughout the territory to 
acquaint affected personnel with meth- 
ods and procedures of reporting. The 
plan already has been put into opera- 
tion by the General System and will 
be followed in its essentials by the as- 
sociated Bell companies; thus keeping 
practices and routines uniform through- 
out the industry for statistical and com- 
parative purposes. 


Telephone subsets, inside wire, drop 
wire, small PBX’s under 100 lines, 
booths, keys and other related equip- 
ment are included in the scope of the 
plan. 


The Ladies Throw a Parfy 


The Pioneer ladies almost collided 
with the Christmas season with their 
annual get-together. It was later than 
usual this year, being held at Italian 
Village, Lincoln, on the night of De- 
cember 15. 

Out-of-towners were in the majority 
of the 40 members who enjoyed an 
evening of relaxation—what with the 
worries of food, program and entertain- 
ment being lifted from the committees. 


Dorothea Heckman and Darlene Multer 
were in charge of arrangements. 

Helen Guelker, Gladys Trumble and 
Hazel Hagenbuck carried home _ the 
prizes from the drawings. To those 
who posed so bravely for the company 
photographer we say “thanks.” Be- 
cause of the darkened room, the low 
ceilings and intervening revelers from 
other parties, the picture was not up 
to the usual standard. 
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R. J. Roth 
Engineering Assistant 


Lincoln 


Accounting 


Margota Lucs, machine operator to advanced 
clerical. 
Commercial 


Marjorie Headrich, clerk to cashier, Supe- 
rior. 
Engineering 


R. J. Roth, installer-repairman, COE, Lin- 
coln, to engineering assistant. 


Plant 


Wayne E. Berkland, switchman to installer- 
repairman, COE, Lincoln. 

Robert J. Flowers, frameman to switchman, 
Lincoln switchroom. 

N. D. Folkers, groundman to lineman, Be- 
atrice. 

R. G. Kunz, lineman, Lincoln, to combina- 
tionman, Plattsmouth. 

T. R. Leitschuck, groundman to combina- 
tionman, Beatrice. 

Arthur R. Montgomery, groundman to line- 
man, Hebron. 

J. A. Rhodes, lineman, Lincoln, to combina- 
tionman, Tecumseh. 

L. E. Vosika, combinationman, Wilber, to 
wire chief’s office, Lincoln. 

R. L. Wilson, lineman to combination, Lin- 
coln. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association in December 1956: 


Primary Members: E. G. Brehm, Engineer- 
ing, $240.00; Marie Jackson, Engineering, 
$28.50; Thelma Spellman, Personnel, $131.15; 
B. L. Braziel, Lincoln Plant, $17.50; David 
Guthrie, Lincoln Plant, $5.00; E. R. Travis, 
Lincoln Plant, $80.00; J. J. Eisenbarth, Supply, 
$580.50; G. E. Damon, Auburn Plant, $59.90; 
Ted Ray, Beatrice Non-Functional, $166.20; 
D. V. Gollehon, Beatrice Plant, $221.00; J. E. 
Turner, Beatrice Plant, $66.40; Dorothy Dar- 
nold, Hastings Commercial, $15.00; Dorothy 
Grafton, Lincoln Traffic, $270.40; Georgia 
Smith, Lincoln Traffic, $19.00; Evelyn Theesen, 
Lineoln Traffic, $5.00; Helen Cudly, Crete 
Traffic, $262.20; Margie Grewell, Pensioner, 
$10.00; and W. H. Spurlock, Pensioner, $202.50. 


Dependents: Lincoln: Linda Ager, $131.50; 
Janet Goldenstein, $6.00; Mrs. J. M. Isley, 
$7.50; David Joosten, $79.70; Mrs. T. W. Ryan, 
$279.50; Mrs. J. R. Shipp, $237.40; Stephen 
Spahnle, $7.50; Mrs. L. A. Stacy, $10.00; and 
Mrs. J. L. Story, $15.00. Mrs. Clyde Burge, 
Beatrice, $343.10; Michael Coon, Beatrice, 
$5.00; Mrs. G. A. Wasson, Beatrice, $75.50; 
Mrs. L. W. Winscot, David City, $15.00; and 
Elmer Bean, Seward, $68.50. 


A E. Lamberson G. D. Brock 
Lincoln Crete 
40 Years 30 Years 


Ai YEARS C. A. Burge, Beatrice. 

40 YEARS A. E. Lamberson, Lincoln. 
34 YEARS Alex Geist, Lincoln. 

33 YEARS Edith Seward, Hastings: 
31 YEARS A. B. Waters, Lincoln. 


30 YEARS G. D. Brock, Crete: J. H. Man- 
kamyer, Sutton; Hattie Staley, Lincoln. 


29 YEARS Lillian Baker, Lincoln; M. A. Bird- 
sley, Auburn: Marie Pearson, John Spady, 
Hastings. 
28 YEARS Kathryn Portsche, R. T. Rags, 
Lincoln. 


27 YEARS C. E. Lawson, J. S. Reed, Lincoln. 
25 YEARS Inez Olsen, Wahoo; Gladys Stiers, 


Geneva. 


23 YEARS Pearl Barnhouse, Mary Borne- 


meier, Lincoln. 
22 YEARS Arthur Balderson, Lincoln. 
19 YEARS Cecile Morehead, Tecumseh. 


J. H. Mankamyer 
Lincoln Sutton 


Hattie Staley 


30 Years 30 Years 


Service 
Anniversaries 


18 YEARS Lucile Schmersal, Lincoln. 


17 YEARS LaVerne Braun, Lincoln; Mildred 
Brobst, Benedict; Elizabeth Nichols, Platts- 


mouth. 

14 YEARS Hazel Neman, Lincoln. 

13 YEARS Ruth Compton, Hastings; Belle 
Howery, Lincoln: Margaret Sanburg, Shick- 
ley. 

12 YEARS Henrietta Menninga, Beatrice: A. 
D. Miller, Lincoln. 

11 YEARS Helen Krieger. Lincoln. 


Gladys Stiers Inez Olsen 
Geneva Wahoo 
25 Years 25 Years 


10 YEARS H. E. Butler, Ashland; C. H. 
Eitzmann, Arleen Swanson, E. R. Travis, 
Lincoln; V. E. Embrey. York: Fern Jacobs. 
Crete. 


9 YEARS M. J. Danaher, Wymore: Edna 
Mahloch, Beatrice: C. W. Semple, Lincoln; 
Esther Wittenberger, Alexandria. 


8 YEARS W. E. Hendrix, R. W. Lane, Jr. 
Lincoln; Barbara McCord, D. E. Webb, 
Hastings; L. L. Rezny, Wilber. 


7 YEARS Victor Cacek, Fairbury. 


6 YEARS Irma Arnold, Beatrice; Charles 
Broer, Jack Caldwell, J. W. Cruickshank, 
Lincoln; Grace Heigl, Plattsmouth; Myrtle 
Janssen, Beatrice: Irene Mailand, Seward: 


Arlene Reetz, York. 


5 YEARS Carl Bender, Ruthann Snyder, Lin- 
coln: Adele Ganzel, Cleora Lawrence, Gladys 
Parker, Nebraska City: M. M. F. Svoboda, 


Seward. 


Harold Butler V. E. Embrey 
Ashland York 
10 Years 10 Years 


Fern Jacobs Arleen Swanson 
Crete Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 


E. R. Travis 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Clarence Eitzmann 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


New Employees 


Commercial 
Verna Williams* ............ clerk, Superior ........ 12- 3 
Plant 
%. Ke: BOUWOIS since Acsicvevdes Janitor, Lincoln ....12- 6 
A: Bie SPCR seccscen Fencstnane Gdmn., Beatrice ....1]1-27 
Mabel Hoffman. ............ Clerk-Typist,Supply 12- 3 
B. E. Miller .....2.............. sdmn., Beatrice ......12-10 
Ps de POT CHGND sienssscucens Gdmn., Lincoln ...... 12-10 
DEVE MORE ccsicasaccdscececont Lineman, Lincoln ....12- 3 
Margaret Nagle (P.T.)*...Janitress, Sutton ....12- 1 
ks, Bo Opter (Pela) ssc Garage Serviceman 12-17 
C. A. Owens (P.T.)* 2.2.2... Garage Serviceman 12-17 
dice “Bh YOGIIGIST  ccsnssiniiaxive! Gdmn., Beatrice ...... 12- 3 
Traffic 
Shirley Melson ................ Opr., Beatrice -........ 12- 3 
Emily Meyer® ........ ss Opr..,. FAOSTINGS: =... ]12- 9 
Janice Munoz .................. Opr., Beatrice ........12- 3 


* Re-employed 


Journey's End 


Mrs. Nell Ghormley, mother of Roger 
Ghormley, Engineering, passed away De- 
cember 12. Funeral services were held De- 
cember 15 at Hutchinson, Kansas, with burial 
at Fairlawn Cemetery, Hutchinson. 


Mrs. Bertha Marie Retzlaff of Walton, 
mother of Ralph Retzlaff, Accounting, passed 
away December 17. 


Allan Gale Sullivan, age four months, 
died suddenly on January 4 following a brief 
illness. His father, D. J. Sullivan, is a 
garage serviceman, supply department. Fun- 
eral services were held at Traum’s Funeral 
Home, Fairbury, on January 6. 
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Four Precautions... 


that should always be taken 
when children are riding in your car 
are these: Be sure that children’s feet 
and hands are in the clear when closing 
car doors. Avoid “falling out” accidents 
by locking car doors. See that children 
stay safely seated at all times when the 
car is in motion, Take measures to see 
that children do not put heads or arms 


out of open windows. 


" 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


David City Area 


by Vivian Dee 


The annual Christmas party was held Dec. 
20 at the American Legion Club with twenty- 
eight folks attending. After the dinner, the 
evening was devoted to games and dancing. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Norma Jean Dettmer 


Elmer Neujahr took his last week of vaca- 
tion and visited his father in Minnesota... . 
Donald Jacobson spent his vacation with 
friends at Clear Lake, Iowa... . Sophia Win- 
dels went to Minden to the Pioneer Village 
and the Christmas Pageant... . All employees, 
their husbands and wives, enjoyed the Christ- 
mas dinner held in the library basement. 
Bingo was played after the dinner... . Fifty- 
seven Nebraska City employees and families 
held their annual Christmas party December 
18. 


Plattsmouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


The -Plattsmouth employees and families 
held theirChristmas party in the office De- 
cember 17,. with about thirty present. The 
evening was spent’ in playing Bingo and de- 
licicus refreshments were served at the close 
of the evening. ... Marvin Welsh, combina- 
tionman, has moved to Plattsmouth. He has 
been commuting from Nebraska City for some 
time due to the housing shortage in our city. 
... The Weeping Water employees and their 
families held their Christmas party in the 
basement of the office December 18. There 
were twenty-four present and, after a deli- 
cious ham and covered dish dinner, the eve- 
ning was spent in playing various games... . 
Fern Davis, Weeping Water, took the last 
week of her vacation the first of December, 
working at home and doing Christmas shop- 
ping. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


Christmas is over and the brand new year 
has come in. Sure hope it brings us all peace 
and prosperity. . . . The gals held their Christ- 
mas party at the home of Lola Langner on 
December 2. Turkey and all the trimmings 
were served. ... The guys and families held 
their party at the Lone Oak at Lincoln. By 
all reports everybody had a wonderful time 
at both parties. ... Eileen Brauer spent her 
vacation at home with her children. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. R. H. Gray spent their vacation in 
Los Angeles visiting his wife’s mother and 
friends. His vacation, however, was halted by 
the death of his brother Arthur in York.... 
We're glad to welcome back to work Laura 
Douty after a long illness. 


Wahoo Area 


by Leona Benal and Mary Beaty 


Ethel Daharsh spent the last week of vaca- 
tion at home taking life easy. . Birthday 
cake and coffee were served in honor of 
Barbara Streich and Carol Fanning. ... The 
Traffic and Commercial gals held their Christ- 
mas party December 4 at the Veterans Build- 
ing. A turkey dinner with all the trimmings 
was prepared and served by the girls. The re- 
mainder of the evening was spent playing 
games and concluded with the exchange of 
gifts... . The office Christmas party was held 
December 20 at which a buffet lunch of baked 
ham and all the trimmings was served and en- 
joyed by all the employees. ... Leona Benal, 


Jean Warner and Mae Meduna, who have been 
on the sick list, have fully recovered and re- 
turned to work. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


On the evening of December 19, employees 
with husbands, wives and guests met at the 
Community building for an evening of enter- 
tainment with Myron Birdsley as Master of 
Ceremonies. The group enjoyed playing bingo, 
“T’ve Got a Secret’? and ‘‘Name That Tune.” 
Don Rademacher, accompanied by Roberta 
Bohl, and Jack Headly, accompanied by Mrs. 
Eldon Bohling, sang several Christmas songs. 
Mrs. Bohling also played seasonal music inter- 
mittently through the evening and for the 
group singing of carols led by Leta Holscher. 
Roberta Bohl and Doris Peterson entertained 
with a comical pantomime, and Santa Claus 
arrived with his usual array of laughter and 
color to distribute gifts to everyone. Refresh- 
ments of sandwiches, cake, ice cream and 
coffee were served on tables appropriately dec- 
orated with reindeer and sleigh, candles and 
evergreens. Special guests included Don Rade- 
macher, Jack Headley, and Mr. and Mrs. El- 
don Bohling. The committee in charge of the 
entertainment consisted of Dorothy Bigger- 
staff, Elva Remmers, Della Gerdes, Harry 
Rogers and Marcus Johnson. Birthday 
cake and coffee were served December 17 in 
honor of Doris Peterson’s birthday... . Traf- 
fic and commercial girls had their annual gift 
exchange on the evening of December 20, and 
refreshments of cake, jello and coffee were 
served. 


Join MARCH OF DIMES 


; 
Ce eS} 


Thanks to the Salk vaccine, which was financed 
with March of Dimes funds, tomorrow’s children 
will be spared the tragedy of polio. Thousands of 
today’s children, however, still suffer from this 
crippling disease. We can‘t quit—no one wants 
to quit—until these children have had a chance 
to run and play again; a chance to grow up as 
strong and useful citizens for the years ahead. 
The March of Dimes Campaign is now in progress. 
Please help if you can. 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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Beatrice Area 
by Rosalie Witkowski and Frank Fisher 


The traffic and commercial girls held their 
annual Christmas party on the evening of De- 
cember 17 in the cafeteria and snack bar of 
the new telephone building. The large crowd 
in attendance enjoyed a bountiful dinner, 
then a group picture was taken and gifts were 
exchanged... . Katherine and Henrietta Men- 
ninga went to Minden recently to see ‘‘The 
Christmas City.” . . . Margaret Malecha’s holi- 
day guests were her son, Carl, and his wife 
from Chicago. . Erma Arnold has a new 
grandson to help spoil. . . . Marjorie Jones is 
staying with her sister, who is ill, in Cali- 
fornia. Beulah Mason’s son, Dean, was 
home on leave from the Navy during the holi- 
days. ... Sympathy is extended to Beulah in 
the loss of her brother who lived in Oregon. 
.. . Rosalie Witkowski was a holiday visitor 
in Lincoln... . Leland Hodge spent a week of 
his vacation resting in his easy chair near the 
TV. ... The plant, commercial and district 
office personnel enjoyed a very nice Christ- 
mas party which included a delicious dinner. 
Janet Hodge entertained with a nice dance 
act, and two senior high girls gave seasonal 
readings. Santa Claus, bearing a very close 
resemblance to John Brockmeyer, passed the 
gift grab box, and the remainder of the eve- 
ning was spent playing bingo and cards. The 
committee in charge included the Oglesbys, 
the Eckles and the Brockmeyers. 


Crete Area 
by Loretta McIInay and Ted Husing 


The employees of the Crete area were 
treated to a delicious holiday dinner at Dor- 
sey’s Cafe on December 17 and 18. On the 
20th the traffic and commercial departments 
held their annual Christmas party in the 
lounge room. There was food galore and a 
gift exchange. ...Mr. and Mrs. William Mc- 
Omber drove to Washington, D. C., to visit a 
daughter, who returned with them for the 
holidays. ... At Friend, Hotilda Eurich and 
her sister entertained at a farewell dinner for 
the Jim Landenberger family, with Manager 
and Mrs. E. M. Massie and Jake Minich and 
his sister in attendance. Jim has been trans- 
ferred to Crete. . At Wilber, Ted Husing 
has been seen passing his hat along the streets 
in an effort to raise enough money to Satisfy 
a certain traffic judge down Nebraska City 
way... . Want to know how to get a new car? 
Ask Lavina McElroy who is now wearing a 
new Chevvie. Lavina says that Santa just 
came for several years. ... One recent night 
a searching party was sent out for Leon 
Rezny by his wife who had expected him 
home hours before. Along toward morning 
Leon was found, worn out with his labors, 
sound asleep in the bottom of his boat which 
he has been readying for the coming year. 


Fairbury Area 
by Betty A. Vaughn 


The menu for the Christmas party listed 
ham loaf, baked potato puff, creamed onions, 
cranberry trees, relishes, hot rolls, and ginger- 
bread with whipped cream, served by the 
Methodist Church ladies. Carols were sung, 
and very noisy, enjoyable games were played. 
Gifts were later exchanged, and Matilda Al- 
pers presented CO Viola Hutchinson with a 
beautiful floor lamp well chosen by Carolyn 
Fisbeck and Frances Erwin. On the committee 
were Kathryn Traeger, Irene James, Matilda 
Alpers, Irene Smalldon and Betty Vaughn. 

.. Irene James enjoyed a vacation-Christ- 
mas trip to Fort Morgan, Colorado, visiting 
friends. Jeanne Lytton vacationed in 
Kansas City. Ricka Schenk and Jean 
Bales stayed at home. ... Ann Snell and Carol 
Hiner journeyed to Minden to see the lights 


Spelling telephone service for Wilber are these 
three: W. H. “‘Ted’’ Husing, manager; Lavina 
McElroy, cashier; and Leon Rezny, combination- 
man. The picture was taken the day before 
Christmas by Mrs. Husing. 


and pageant. . Each weekend has found 
Tom Longdon at the Platte River, duck hunt- 
ing. Earl Schemmerhorn also indulges in the 
Same sport. 


Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 

The Pawnee City area held a Christmas 
party for employees and their families on De- 
cember 18. A delicious turkey supper with all 
the trimmings was enjoyed, and the evening 
was spent playing bingo... . Millie Wert, our 
last vacationer of the year, spent a busy week 
at home with her son and his wife, who had 
just returned from overseas... . Mr. and Mrs. 
Ivan Haith of Humboldt were recent visitors 
in Red Cloud. 


Tecumseh Area 
by Norma Lee Hahn 

The Joe Adamson family spent a week's 
vacation visiting relatives in Columbia, Mis- 
souri, and also attended the Missouri-Colorado 
football game while there. . . . Henri Goracke 
flew to Miami, Florida and on to Havana, 
Cuba for a week of thrills. She was in Havana 
at the time of the big shooting (no insinua- 
tions intended that she had anything to do 
with it). ... The Tecumseh area employees 
and their families enjoyed a Christmas party 
in the VFW Hall. Topping the entertainment 
list were the Weber Brothers, Dale and Darrol, 
with three pantomimes; also, a dance number 
with Lois Taylor and Rona Drake doing a fast 
Charleston. A group from the high school 
band played several Christmas carols... . The 
Traffic girls exchanged gifts at the office De- 
cember 17 and everyone was well pleased with 
What Santa brought. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 

As the year rolled on, so did vacations. 
John Scheierman and W. R. Minich vacationed 
at home; Manager and Mrs. Crew spent the 
holidays in Texas with their daughter and 
family; Erma Dixon and Gladys Stiers vaca- 
tioned at home; and yours truly accompanied 
her husband on attrip. ... For the first time 
in a number of years the Geneva area held 
a Christmas dinner party which was attended 
by most of the employees. Special guests were 
Adell Hershey, Marge Grewell, Earl Eichen- 
auer, and members of the construction crew 
working in the area. Our special thanks to 
the wives of plant employees for the time and 
work they put in on the dinner. ... On De- 
cember 21, the traffic and commercial girls 
had a gift exchange. ... A big ‘thank you”’ 
to the kind people who remembered us with 
cards and candy during the Holiday season. 


Hastings Area 
by Carole Cummings and Anna Bott 
With the end of the year approaching, the 
last of vacations were being taken. Jessie 
VanTrump vacationed in Utah and California, 


E. J. Jungek in Beatrice and Nettie Baker in 
parts unknown... .On December 19, the Has- 
tings Christmas party was held in the recrea- 
tion room of the telephone building. This year 
much of the program was provided by com- 
pany talent. A skit “‘Telephone Dynamics’’— 
humorous, of course—was done with such 
drama it left everyone wondering if they 
could ever manage to actually install a tele- 
phone. During the evening Santa arrived and 
presented Marie Pearson, chief operator, with 
a gift. A very pleasant evening was had by 
all. ... Jack VanNordheim has returned to 
work following a sickness leave. 


Hebron Area 

by Mary Wright 
The Hebron area Christmas party was held 
December 12 at the Legion club rooms. A de- 
licious turkey dinner was served, followed by 
a gift exchange and bingo. A good time was 
enjoyed by all....Mr. and Mrs. Heine Taed- 
ter enjoyed the remainder of their vacation 
during the holidays. ... Ruth Talent, an op- 
erator from Belleville, Kansas, was a recent 
visitor in the office. .. . We wish to thank our 
many friends who remembered us with cards, 
candy, fruit and a lovely plant during the 

Holiday season. 


Stromsburg Area 


by Betty Beebe 


The Christmas party for the Stromsburg 
area was held December 15 at York. It was 
attended by employees in that area, their hus- 
bands and wives, and all reported a good time. 

. Area Manager Wait wound up his vaca- 
tion enjoying his favorite sport—duck hunt- 
ing—but from all reports he hasn’t had much 
luck this season. 


Superior Area 


by Marjorie Headrick 


Sunny climes favored Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Kubat who vacationed in Texas and old Mexi- 
co. Since returning they have been riding in 
their new red and gray Pontiac. ... Donna 
Snavely enjoyed her vacation during the Holi- 


day season .. . It was nice to see Donna 
Gillett of Wichita, a former operator, who 
was a recent visitor at this exchange... ..Ann 


Hanson and daughter have joined Mr. Hanson 
in California, where they plan to make their 
home. Mrs. Hanson was cashier in Commer- 
cial for many years. ... Dale Bollman acted 
as Master of Ceremonies at the annual Christ- 
mas party held December 19 at the Lady Vesty 


Successful crasher of the Stromsburg Christmas 
party was Marvin Pilfold, district clerk at Hastings. 
He is shown just as he began the attack on a 
second helping of inch-thick steak. ‘’Fine—burp 
—party,’”” commented Pilfold. 
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Engrossed in a round of Rotation Pool are 
these cue experts from Accounting: Marjorie 
Tvrz, Betty Sherwood, Barbara Catron and Estelle 
Foght. 


Room of the Hotel Dudley. There were ‘forty- 
six in attendance. Mrs. Bert Kline entertained 
with a comical reading, while ‘Elvis’ (Boyd 
Imler) and Marjorie Headrick won the ‘“mu- 
sical chairs’ race. Again proving his 
“shooting eye’’ with two doe in less than an 
hour of hunting is Lloyd Whitney, who jour- 
neyed to Western Nebraska for the deer sea- 
son. Lloyd comments: “It doesn’t take time; it 
just takes ‘know-how’.” ... Yarns were un- 
raveled in the plant department the other day 
when ‘old-time Plant-er’’ Duke Eckles visited 
that department. . Hats off to Geraldeen 
Williams for ten years of continuous service 
with LT&T. Her service pin, along with a token 
of friendship from the entire staff, was given 
her at a coffee on November 12. Glenda Gar- 
ton of Traffic is beaming brightly this week. 
Secrets were broken when her picture ap- 
peared in the local paper with the caption: 
“Engagement Announced.” Donald Balty of 
Burr Oak, Kansas, is the lucky man, and a 
springtime wedding is being planned. ... 
Florence Calder, disbursement department, 
Lincoln, visited the Superior office on Novem- 
ber 19. She was showing pictures of her re- 
cent “I-Do”’ day. Mrs. Calder was formerly 
with Superior Commerical... . Wedding bells 
will soon be ringing for Veda Parsons. She 
bade the traffic department ‘farewell’ on 
Christmas day and plans to settle down in 
the ‘‘Mile High’’ city. On December 20 she 
was honored with a coffee party. ... An air 
of gaiety prevails throughout the building 
with a beautifully decorated Christmas tree, 
candy and cookies. Our thanks to the many 
friends of the telephone force at this Holiday 
season. 


Sutton Area 


by Catherine Cassell 


Manager Mankamyer enjoyed a trip to 
Crawford during the deer hunting season, and 
reports shooting his deer early the first day. 
.. . The annual Christmas party for the Sutton 
area employees and their families was held at 
the American Legion Hall on December 13. 
Those present enjoyed a delicious turkey din- 
ner following which there was a gift exchange. 
The remainder of the evening was spent play- 
ing cards. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


Forty-three Accounting people attended the 
Christmas breakfast held at the Cornhusker 
on the 24th. There would have been forty- 
four, but Larry Connealy forgot. Films from 
the steak fry were shown (Larry had seen 
them anyway). .. Christmas vacation took 
Ruth Strong to Dakota City, Florence Calder 
to Hardy, and Wayne Stahley to Mt. Pleasant, 
Iowa. Barb Catron stayed home, as did John 
Backstrom. Ice and fog made driving hazard- 
ous and Roberta Edgman saw two wrecks on 
her trip to and from Iowa. A repair on the 
car stranded the Edgmans on Christmas Eve 
and Roberta couldn't make it back to work. 

. Irene Stolz traveled to Kansas on New 


Year’s Eve—a long way to go for a glass of 
punch! ... The Larry Connealys visited the 
Charlie Lindgrens for a quiet celebration. TV 
reception wasn’t too good and some people 
never being satisfied, Larry attempted to fix 
the antenna by climbing it. So there’s a 
slight swing back to radio. Santa Claus 
was very good to Joan Grass, part-time em- 
ployee and junior at Nebraska U. She is now 
proudly displaying a lovely diamond. ... 
Estella Foght’s mother fell shortly after 
Chr.stmas and broke bones in her wrist and 
leg just as she was recovering from a broken 
hip. Somehow her spirits remain high. 

On her recent vacation Marie Vidlock visited 
former employee Teresa Berlowitz in Wichita 
and then spent some time in St. Louis. 

Visitor Marlene Becker brought in her big 
beautiful baby, Pamela, for all to ooh and ah 
over. The new complicated “Simplified Ac- 
counting’ system has been keeping telephones 
ringing for Dick Spohn and B. J. Sievers. All 
will eventually be ironed out—everyone hopes. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 
Carol Goff, Sally Grabowski, 
Associate Editors 


With the New Year over, everybody seems 
to be back to normal working days. ... AS 
for the holidays, let’s recall a few trips made 
for Christmas, which includes Nina Anderson 
who visited her folks in Emporia, Kansas; 
Jancie Wollen, home to Hampton; Joan Thom- 
sen to her home in the city of beautiful 
Christmas lights, Minden; Eileen Sowokinos to 
Primrose; Paula Hottovy to Valparaiso and 
Dwight. ... Joyce Smith spent Christmas in 
Wahoo with her family; Darlene Hagel-Pitt 
spent the holidays at Syracuse and Alex- 
andria; Betty Biggs traveled to Minden. 
Everyone from accounting reported that Santa 
Claus was real good and there were also some 
favorable reports from New Year’s Eve par- 
ties. . . . The Christmas breakfast held at the 
Hotel Cornhusker was very successful. Al- 
though we had to rise at an early hour, the 
Revenue folks turned out in great Christmas 
spirit. The home movies taken at the last 
steak fry at Seward were shown. ... The 
company party held at the Lincoln Hotel was 
a huge success. Eleanor Grabowski and Dar- 
lene Hagel-Pitt and their ‘‘better halves’’ had 
a territic time, so we hear. ... Ron Cotton 
was home over the holidays, which made 
Donelle very happy. LaVaughn Reddish 
traveled to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, to visit her 


brother stationed there. LaVaughn also cele- 
brated a wedding anniversary New Year's 
Eve. ... If anyone was around the cafeteria 
one noon and noticed Charlotte Colvert carry- 
ing a tray half-way down the hall, think 
nothing of it as she forgot to put it down 
before leaving. Haste makes waste and 
also red faces. Louise Jenkins, in a hurry to 
get ready for work, grabbed her daughter’s 
purple coloring pencil by mistake to put it 
on in place of her eyebrow makeup. Actually, 
purple eyebrows don’t look too bad on Louise. 
Who knows, she may start a fad. ... One of 
the nicest things of the Yuletide season is giv- 
ing and receiving cards and the folk of Rev- 
enue Accounting are no exception. At Christ- 
mas time each year cards are received from 
many Revenue Accounting departments in 
the United States and Canada. This year ap- 
proximately 100 cards were sent to the Lin- 
coln department and cards were sent back by 
our folks. Some of them are homemade and 
very delightfully done so. It’s nice to have 
neighbors from Maine to California say Merry 
Christmas in such a thoughtful manner. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Taking advantage of the beautiful Decem- 
ber weather for late vacations were Betty 
Thomsen, Bedric Wanek, Linda Sipes, Marlene 
Wait and yours truly who stayed home and 
also spent a day in Ord; Jody Hartley, Kan- 
sas City; Marla Kutz and Dean Hamilton in 
McCook. A. B. Waters spent part of the time 
at home and a few days in Fremont. Jean- 
nette Ulmer journeyed to Oklahoma and Texas 
and had a wonderful time. Going home 
for Christmas were Marlene Holsten and 
Elaine Guilkey to Norman, Dorothy Rich to 
McCook, Stella Sowers to Ord and Jerry 
Salber to Petersburg. ...QOn December 21 at 
7 a.m. Local and General Commercial held 
their 10th Annual Christmas Breakfast in the 
club room. A grand total of 65 people attend- 
ed, including Vice President Hale and eastern 
district employees who were invited for the 
second year. Many thanks to our committee 
who did a wonderful job, especially since they 
were here at 5 a.m. They were Marlene Hol- 
sten, Marla Kutz, Rose Cecava, Sandy Carter, 
Jeannette Ulmer, Mary Fyfe, Jerry Salber 
and yours truly. ... Our department is pat- 
ting itself on the back and with good reason. 
Before Christmas the LT&T ads carried a sug- 
gestion of an extension phone, wrapped and 
delivered for Christmas gifts, and as a result 
of the ads and good answers to questions by 


William Minich, Geneva Plant, was thumbing through some old snapshots the other day and 
came upon this nicture of a construction gang taken at Elk Creek in 1924. Front row, left to right: 
Had Skinner, Leland Hodge, William Minich, Paul Winscot, Bill Green, Elmer Baker, Charlie Thomas. 
On truck: Raymond Finley. 


#6 18 He 


Gift wrapped Christmas sales of extensions and 
colored sets were nlaced beneath the beautiful 
tree in the Lincoln business office to form a most 
pretentious display. 


our service representatives we sold 65 tele- 
phones as Christmas gifts, representing an an- 
nual revenue increase of $765.60. ... We say 
good-bye and good luck to Rose Cecava who 
left to be married and to Clarice Siegrist who 
is awaiting a bundle of joy. Our baby 
parade this past month has been Ruth Fulmer 
and son, Thelma Mahlman and daughter, Nor- 
ma Johnson Coufal and daughter here for the 
holidays from Oklahoma, Mary Foster Wolff 
and daughter and Mary Pohlenz and daughter. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Winding up vacations in this department 
and enjoying a week of vacation during the 
holidays were Ray Clinton and yours truly. 

Joy Dobbs was a welcome visitor the 
other day. The welcome mat is always out 
for the “oldtimers.” 


Custodial 
by Paul Radebaugh 


Received a nice Christmas card from Ervin 
Pfeifer who, with his wife, is stationed with 
the Armed Forces in Germany. Ervin says he 
is planning on doing some traveling this year 
and will be back in the United States in May. 
... Charles Broer took a plane to New York 
to visit his sister during his vacation. He re- 
ports a very nice time sight-seeing in and 
around New York City. .. . Jack Cox entered 
Providence Hospital November 30 for observa- 
tion and at this writing is still in the hospital. 
The doctor says he has stomach ulcers and 
heart trouble. We wish Jack a speedy recov- 
ery and hope to see him up and around soon, 


Wise Chief's Section—14 & M 


by Gloria Gruis 

Sandra Lipskey and husband spent their 
vacation touring Oklahoma, Arkansas, and 
Missouri. They had some exciting experiences 
driving on some narrow mountain roads. 
Paul Eisenbarth spent a week of his vacation 
deer hunting... . Others ending up the vaca- 
tions for 1955 were Charles Arnold, Bob 
Blackford, Dale Weaver, and Les Pierce. 


Wize Chief's Section—21 & L 


by Gerald Miller 
Les Hansen, Robert Hohnstein, Richard 


Merrill, Joe Miller, Wayne Robinette, Art. 


Albers, Jerry Miller, Don Smith and Harry 
Knudson vacationed during the month of 
December, which proves that Christmas is an 
excellent time to spend at home or traveling. 
... We are happy to report Mrs. Robert 
Hohnstein very much improved after a seri- 
ous illness. ... The past year has been a busy 
one and most rewarding in many respects. It 
has been a pleasure to record these items of 
news. It is the wish of yours truly that this 
new year will be happier and more interesting 
for everyone. 


From the late-lamented vacation season comes 
this picture of Della Wilcox and Ruth Goslin, 
Lincoln Traffic. The dark background is formed 
by the largest tree in Muir Woods. 


"6" Office 


by R. R. Guthrie 


Warren Shuck and gang have finished re- 
placing all the old line switch and connector 
boards and are starting to replace the toll 
second and third selectors. . . . The ‘8’’ Office 
material has been received and we expect 
to start installing it soon. 


Engineering 


V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


The engineers opened the holiday season 
with a Christmas Eve breakfast at the Corn- 
husker. There was small talk, ham and eggs, 
carol singing and then some more ham—this 
time from Roger Ghormley. ‘Rudolph the 
Red Knows Rain, Dear’ punned Roger. We 
all heard a pin drop. There was a rug on the 
floor, too. “Is there anything else?’”’ glared 
Paul Henson. “I've got another story,” offered 
Roger. ‘‘We stand adjourned,” hastily final- 
ized Henson. ... The _ small talk—Jerry 
Schleiger describes a hunting experience with 
Don Neill: “Look at that dad-blasted rabbit 
climbing up a tree,’’ he quoted Don. “Blooey, 
blooey, blooey went his gun,” said Jerry, “and 
down fell a ’possum.” Jerry loves to tell this 
story and varies it with ‘bam, bam, bam.” 
. Tom Goldenstein was discussing Gay 
Henderson‘s hunting eye. ‘Look, a deer! 
Tom quoted Henderson. “No, it’s a coyote. 
No, by golly, it’s a jack rabbit.’’ “He focuses 
Slow,” added Tom. ... Getting there was an 
experience for some. Don Neill went first to 
the Lincoln Hotel. Waking up to his mistake, 
he bought a couple of cigars, walked casually 
till out of sight, and lit out for the Corn- 
husker. Also for Orville Spencer. “It’s 
still dark at 6:30; you'd better ride with me,” 
admonished commercial man Bill Quinn, who 
had moved into the district some time before. 
“The fellow who laid out those streets had 
the blind staggers. You better not go out 
after dark till you learn the street like I 
have.’ Spencer was on the street early. Al- 
ready he was touched by the Christmas spirit. 
His young son, while fingering the presents, 
had sprayed ink from a fountain pen all over 
Orville’s newly mortgaged living room wall. 
“Where is that character?” he mumbled un- 
gratefully, glaring impatiently into the gloom. 
At that moment he spied Quinn flashing past 
the end of the street. Spencer raced to the 
corner just in time to inhale a cloud of ex- 
haust and see Quinn roar past the other end 
of the street. Spencer raced back down the 
block. This part of the story repeats several 
cycles. Orville’s description includes sounds 
and gestures. He roars like a car and chugs 
with his elbows. Finally, in Quinn’s car: “It’s 
a good thing I know my way around here,” 
bayed Bill. ‘‘The key is to know that that’s 
Randolph Street”’ (pointing). ‘‘That’s Roberts 


Street,’”’ corrected Mrs. Quinn. ... “‘No, sir, I 
didn’t do a thing,” insisted Bill Leitgeb when 
asked about his New Year’s Day. A _ short 
time later he was deep in describing his 
racing around Wahoo looking for someone to 
put out his car—it was on fire. ...A fire is 
what Jack Swigert spent New Year’s Eve 
building under a stork. The bird pulled in 
nine hours and 45 minutes too late for a 1956 
exemption. At that, Jack was Lincoln’s father 
number 6 for 1957. 


General Traffic 


Joyann Krieger, Associate Editor 


“Yours truly’’ can vouch for all that the 
Christmas Party was quite a success and those 
who attended really had a swell time. 
Lola Hetherington and Rae Ellen Grannis 
spent Christmas at their home towns with their 
families. Both had a very pleasant and happy 
time. Rod Andrews, Pearl Barnhouse and 
Irene Combs had their vacations during the 
holidays, which were enjoyed and spent either 


at home or out of town... . Starting the New 
Year off right was done by many of us by 
having parties or going to a dance. ... We 


hope the holidays brought joy and happiness 
to everyone and that the New Year will prove 
to be prosperous for all. 


Lincoln Traffic 
by Wanda Peltier 


1957 is here and the beginning of a new 
year. May it bring much happiness and pros- 
perity for all... . Three cheers for the “Light 
Pluggers,”’ Rexine Bretta, May Turney, Elaine 
Hawkins, Marlene Wait and Wilma Drake, the 
traffic bowling team who are tied for first 
place in the Bowl-Mor Bowlerette league. ... 
Soft lights, Christmas carols and gaily deco- 
rated tables turned the basement club room 
into a gala Christmas party for the operators. 
A delicious steak dinner was enjoyed by all, 
followed by exchanging of gifts, and Bingo 
furnished the evening’s entertainment. : 
New addition to the family—Helen Krieger 
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Days of Leisure -! 


When Rex Winders retired in March 1954 from 
his post as combinationman for Lincoln Plant, he 
had a pretty good idea that his days of early 
rising were not yet over. Several years before that 
time he became associated with Alex Geist, Lin- 
coln Commerical, in the development and market- 
ing of an invention known under the trade name 
of “Flexiduct,’’ which was designed primarily to 
be used as a conduit run for telephone wires along 
the floor of existing buildings. Later many other 
uses were included in Flexiduct’s scope; the market 
expanded and sales grew. Alex and Rex found 
more work than they bargained for in meeting 
the rising demand. 

So Rex shortened his working hours somewhat 
with retirement, but still keeps busy helping with 
orders which flow through the distributing plant 
of Winders and Geist, located on North Cotner 
Boulevard in Lincoln. In the picture Rex is seen 
winding Flexiduct into proper footage for boxing. 
Behind him is part of a huge government order 
he was preparing for shipment at the time the 
camera visited his warehouse workshop. 
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The days are busy for Melba Richards, who 
does double duty as chief operator at Lincoln 
and secretary of the Pioneer chapter. Prominently 
in view is a prized possession, an Ericofon, won 
by Melba in a drawing at the recent USITA 
convention at Chicago. 


has a new baby girl, a cute Pekingese pup no 
less. . . . Congratulations to Pat Britt on her 
new and very pretty diamond. ... Leona 
Aden reports for military duty with the 
Women’s Air Force, January 21. Good Luck. 
... Carolyn Becker was on her way to the 
hospital at Lowry Field in Denver to visit a 
friend. Imagine her surprise when she dis- 
covered she had driven on the runway strip 
and was being pursued by the Air Police. 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


Pearl Shreve left November 28 on a month- 
long trip to the west Coast. She visited Port- 
land, Hillsboro and Independence, Oregon, 
and had the experience of being towed out 
of a snow bank; then to Washington and on 
to San Francisco where she visited Grace 
Hathaway, formerly of Lincoln Traffic; and 
down to San Diego and 80 degree tempera- 
tures to visit Maxine Topley, also a former 
Lincoln Traffic employee. She toured La Jolla, 
Palm Springs and Disneyland, spending 
Christmas in North Hollywood. She attended 
several telecasts and arrived home December 


28, tired but happy... . Florence Arbogast of 
Davey spent Christmas with a sister near 
Waverly. ... Nona Brusnahan is heading 


toward Santa Monica, California, on a two- 
month visit with a sister. ... Florence Mc- 
Kie’s guest during the holiday season was her 
sister, lrene. ... Margaret Hall took advan- 
tage of the wonderful weather to take a trip 
to Fremont. She visited the telephone office 
there. ... Mr. and Mrs. Bert Huddleston vis- 
ited a son in Omaha during the holidays. 


Supply 
by Sylvia A. Hoaglin 


Vacations during the holiday season were 
enjoyed by Axel Berglund, Jess Ellis, Kent 
Eno, Ernie Royce and Mary Wynn. Axel spent 
his vacation building a manger scene in his 
yard and entered it in the Christmas home 
decoration contest. He also visited friends in 
Kansas City. ... Jess and Kent visited their 
sons who, by coincidence, reside in Albuquer- 
que, New Mexico. They especially enjoyed 
the Spanish Christmas custom of “TLuminares.” 
Each family encircles his entire property with 
candles, set in sand, inside of tall paper bags. 
In the evening the entire town glows with 
candlelight. This custom signifies keeping the 
evil spirits from entering their households. 

. Mary Wynn visited with her family at 


Tola, Kansas. ... Ernie enjoyed his vacation 
making preparations for Santa to visit his 
granddaughter. ... Walt Knudson was over- 


joyed by a visit from his daughter who re- 
sides in San Bernardino, California: and 
Harold Ehrlich was visited by his son from 
Powell, Wyoming. George Fleck is the 
proud owner of a new home... Bob Donald- 
son Started the ball rolling for 1957 vacations. 
Vacation? Sounds more like work. Bob spent 


“ioe week remodeling and redecorating his 
ome. 


‘ 


LINCOLN TELE = 6 


- AND HERE IS OUR _ } 
LATEST BEAUTIFUL wesc 


ui | 

on 

SE A AN OR 

lege Nal 

.« Caroline Becker, Lincoln Traffic, went to visit a hospital 
patient at Lowry Field. She drove on the base and found the 
streets lined with cars, but at last she keaded out on a great, 
wide highway, with no traffic whatever. She thought that was 
fine. Soon she heard a siren behind her and was overtaken by 
two excited Air Police in a Jeep, who told her she was risking 
life and limb by driving on the main rumway. She had to stand 
a long interrogation and be cleared by Intelligence before 

being escorted to the exit gate. 


Carl Franzen, Pawnee City, was dispatched to Burchard 
on a case of trouble. He thought he might have a chance 
to sell a colored handset. The only sample was in R. G. 
Bruning's truck. (In a box on the front seat.) Carl 
snitched the box as he left and proceeded to Burchard 
where he gave a fine eration to the prospect. As he 
Came to the punch-line, he reached into the box for the 
colored set and brought out a beat-up old black model. 
He had stolen the wrong box! 
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HOLE ALL OVER AGAIN ! 
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Raymond Bruning, Pawnee City Plant, 
went to fix a corner pole. He dug a 
deep hole and buried an anchor, but 
put the wrong size nut on the rod. 
When he released the strain on the 


Gil Sexton, Bob Cardwell, Orville 
Spencer, F. Sevogiano and George 
Bossung, all of Engineering, were in 
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Byron Pattison, 

suit, so his wife bought him one and left 
it at the store for alterations, Three 
days later Pat went into the same store and 
got the same salesman. He couldn't find a 
suit he liked and got a bit huffy about the 
selection. At that the salesman went to 
the tailor's roam, got Pat's own suit and 
tried it on him. He liked it fine and 
bought it on the spot. He's mad now be- 
cause he could have got it for nothing. 


WHAT AM | DOING 
HERE? ITS MY 


* HETERNOON 
tT cuck OFF / 


Chauncey Eggerss was 
hard at work at three 
o'clock one afternoon 
when his pencil fell 
from his hand. He 
had suddenly remem- 
bered that it was his 
half day off. 


the lobby of the 15 & M building, 
complaining loudly at the slowness 
of the automatic elevator, Someone 
finally asked who had pushed the 
button, and it was found that this 
important detail had been forgotten. 


WHATS THE 
MATTER 
WITH ME 7 


Artis Bowen, chief operator at 
Superior, thought she was losing 
her touch at a recent area party 
when she dribbled her punch over 
chin and clothing throughout the 
evening. She may be surprised, on 
reading this, to find she was the 
victim of a "drool glass," which 
is designed for that very purpose. 


guy, the rod and nut pulled smoothly 
through the anchor head, leaving it 
impotently buried beneath seven feet 
of frozen earth. 


Now | NEE 
THREE CHRS ! 


Two-car-owner Bob Clifford, Kngineer- 
ing, went out on a sub-zero moming 
and started both his cars, then re- 
turned to the house for a leisurely 
breakfast. Mrs. Clifford left be- 
fore Bob, took one of the cars and 
went on her way. Meanwhile the 
other car had chugged to a stop and 
when Bob tried to start it again it 
refused to mm. An hour and a dead 
battery later, he gave up and called 
a service station for a push job. 
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e Big Plans for Wahoo, Bruning and Clay Center—Page 2 
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Architect’s sketch of the Wahoo building, looking from a southwest point cf vantage. Allay cut- 


backs will be nrovided for the customer pay-window drive and the 


will be in rancho brick, similar to the pattern used at Eeatrice and Ashland. 


garage entrance. The facing 


New Buildings—New Services at Three Exchanges 


Plans have been publicly announced 
for extensive building programs and 
service improvements at three LT&T 
exchanges: Wahoo, Bruning and Clay 
Center. 


The Wahoo project calls for an ex- 
penditure of $400,000 to cover the con- 
version from manual to dial operation 
and the construction of a new central 
office building. 

The new building will face west on 
Broadway Avenue. It will be a one- 
story masonry structure, faced with 
rancho brick. A drive-in payment win- 
dow will be provided for the conveni- 
ence of customers. The building will 
accommodate the commercial and plant 
maintenance offices, the dial switching 
equipment and garage facilities for six 
vehicles. 


Prior to the conversion all telephones 
in Wahoo and adjacent rural areas will 
be changed to dial instruments and 
long distance circuits from Wahoo to 
Lincoln will be increased from seven 
to 16. About 1600 telephones will be 
served by the new exchange which will 
be the second in the state to be 
equipped for direct distance dialing 
(customer dialed toll calls). 

The contract for the new building is 
expected to be let in February with 
construction to begin about March 1. 

The exchange at Bruning has been 
outgrown, having experienced a fine 
Increase of 25% since May 1948 when 
the present dial system was installed 
there. Currently the exchange serves 
204 telephones, of which 92 are rural. 

The project includes the construction 
of a new CDO building, rebuilding of 
outside plant and cable extensions, and 
the changing of all telephones on rural 
lines to provide full selective ringing. 
The estimated cost exceeds $98 000. 

Clay Center also has shown an ex- 
ceptional growth in telephones since 
the exchange was converted to dial] 
operation in 1941. The exchange now 


serves 367 subscribers of which 77 are 
rural; almost double the number in 
service in 1941. 


Cost of the improvement project at 
this exchange will exceed $51,000 and 
will include replacement of central of- 
fice equipment, replacement of rural 
telephones, installation of full selective 
rural ringing, revision of pole lines, 
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aerial wire and cable plant, and the 
construction of a new CDO building. 
The work at Bruning and Clay Center 
is scheduled for completion during the 
first part of this year. It is expected 
that the new building at Wahoo will 
be ready for occupancy in early fall 
and installation of the dial switching 
equipment will start at that time. 
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Plot plan, showing location of the present and the proposed exchange buildings. An employee 
parking area extends to the north of the new garage section. 
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The first long distance call was pvlaced by Mayor 
LeRoy Anderson, left, as he reported the success of 
the conversion to K. L. Lawson, general commercial 
superintendent at Lincoln. George P. Barney, general 


plant superintendent, stands at right. 


Their worries over, as the switches 
chattered merrily after the cutover, 
George B. Keith, Howard W. Spahnle 
and Ernest M. Barney give way to smil- 
ing faces. 


Eva I. Schmidt, chief operator, tends 
the old manual switchboard during its 
last hour of service. Mrs. Schmidt is 
now a member of the Nebraska City 
traffic force. 


The Dial Comes to Dunbar 


The Dunbar exchange swung to dial 
on Tuesday, January 15, as George 
P. Barney, general plant superinten- 
dent, did the honors of cutting the new 
equipment into actual operation. 

The conversion occurred at 10 a.m. 
as Mr. Barney, at a given signal, pulled 
the spacers to bring about the change 
of systems. Mayor LeRoy Anderson 
of Dunbar originated the first long 
distance message as he called K. L. 
Lawson, general commercial superin- 
tendent, at Lincoln to bring word of 
the cutover and its success. 

The conversion was smooth as silk, 
though this is nothing unusual for 


A. M. Newens, area manager, 
Nebraska City, and Irene Combs, 
traveling instructor, were “on duty” 
at the conversion. 


George Keith and his eastern district 
crew who have a long record of suc- 
cessful cutovers behind them. The ex- 
change at present serves 286  sub- 
scribers, 209 of them being rural. 

A new CDO building has been 
erected on the main street, safe from 
the high water danger which has 
plagued the old location from time to 
time. The new equipment provides full 
selective rural ringing, with automatic 
timing on extended service lines to Ne- 
braska City for discouragement of 
lengthy conversations. An outdoor pay- 
station is provided for the convenience 
of the public on a 24-hour basis. Long 


The Plant cutover crew. Front row: Paul Connors, WwW. K. 
Eltiste, Don Jacobson, T. R. Ernst, D. T. Talty, W. A. Letellier. 
Back row: E. M. Barney, L. Y. Higgins, E. L. Wheatcraft, Chet 
Byard, R. H. Kinnison, L. H. Lane, E. D. Mather, M. K. Welsh, 


J. G. Durr. 
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distance calls will be channeled di- 
rectly to the Nebraska City toll board. 
Telephone service came to Dunbar 
as long ago as 1889 when the town was 
served by the Mutual Telephone Com- 
pany of Nebraska City. This company 
was later absorbed by the Nebraska 
Bell and an exchange was built at Dun- 
bar in 1906 with W. J. Harrison as 
first manager and an_ original sub- 
scriber list of 172. Later the Nebraska 
City Telephone Company, an_ Inde- 
pendent, entered Dunbar in competi- 
tion with the Bell. Both exchanges 
were purchased by LT&T in 1912 and 
consolidated the following year. 


G. P. Barney, general plant sup- 
erintendent, pulled the spacers to 
perform the actual cutover of the 
system from manual to dial. 


The Beatrice SATT Equipment 


If this is a normal type “B” call, 
identification of the calling station has 
been completed and the sending of the 
routing directive will start as soon as 
it is received from the translator. 

Should this call originate from a 
type “D” subscriber station, the start 
sending signal is delayed until after the 
subscriber has completed the dialing 
of his number. The ticketer now calls 
for a “BD” operator. Upon receiving 
the signal on her “BD” operator’s trunk, 
the operator presses her “accept” key 
and her position telephone circuit is 
connected through to the ticketer. The 
only function of the operator on this 
type “D” SATT call is to determine the 
telephone number of the calling sub- 
scriber, and identify it to the ticketer. 
The operator asks the calling subscriber 
for his telephone number. This infor- 
mation is passed on to the ticketer by 
means of the operator’s keyset. The 
ticketer sending sequence is started as 
soon as the calling station has been 
identified to the ticketer by the oper- 
ator. Even though the calling subscriber 
passes his telephone number verbally 
to the “BD” operator, she has auto- 
matic equipment available in the office 
over which she may verify the calling 
station. 

When calling station identification 
has been completed, either automat- 
ically or by the BD operator, the tran- 
sender starts sending. First the control 
digit is passed to the ticketer to de- 
termine the number of subscriber 
dialed digits that are to be forwarded 


Information required for the preparation of 
toll tickets is punched on paper tape by the Tape 
Perforators, shown here. 


by K. E. VERSAW 


DATE 
MONTH - DAY 


1 CALLING PARTY 
J TELEPHONE NO, 


*% 
} 


CALLED PARTY 
} TELEPHONE NO. 


1 TIME 
J 24 HOUR CLOCK 


CONVERSATION 
MINUTES 


Fig. 1: Essential information, shown on the 
toll ticket, is obtained from information recorded 
on perforated tape. 


over the toll trunk circuit. The next 
digit provided is the first digit of the 
translated routing directive, and rep- 
resents the bank level of the SATT 
selector repeaters assigned for the de- 
sired toll trunk. The digits of the rout- 
Ing directive, and all subsequent digits, 
are sent in the form of loop pulses over 
the SATT selector repeater to the 
dialed office, 


The pulses used by the transender 
for routing this call are generated 
by a small constant speed motor. This 
provides pulses of a uniform speed 
and pulse ratio. The pulses sent by 
this circuit are determined from the 
information stored in the ticketer and 
transender coder. When the last stored 
digit of the directive has been sent, the 
digits of the called telephone number 
which are stored in the ticketer are 
sent, thus completing the call to the 
subscriber in the distant dial exchange. 


When the called party answers, “an 
swer” supervision is relayed through 
the connecting toll circuits and ticketer 
selector to the ticketer. This signal 
starts the timing eduipmen in the tick- 
eter for timing the length of conver- 
sation. Provisions are made for a max- 
imum timing interval of 309 minutes. 
The conversation time is accumulated 
on rotary switches. The timing cycle 
begins as Soon aS answer supervision is 
received by the ticketer; however, a 
short “grace period,” approximately 
five seconds, is allowed before any 
conversation time is actually registered. 
This interval is provided to prevent the 
ticketing of calls to wrong numbers. It 
1s still recommended that the subscriber 
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call the long distance operator and re- 
port when a call has been completed 
to a wrong number. It will be helpful 
if the caller can give the operator the 
number that was reached on such a 
call. This will provide a means of 
identifying a ticket that may be re- 
corded should the grace period elapse 
before our caller hangs up his tele- 
phone. 


As was mentioned previously, the 
ticketer is capable of registering a con- 
versation time of 309 minutes. Should 
the conversation timing reach 300 min- 
utes, an alarm is sounded. If the call 
is extended beyond the 309 minutes, 
the 310 minute is registered as ‘000” 
and the 311th as “001.” 

When the calling party disconnects, 
the ticketer selector and trunk circuit 
are released, as is all equipment pre- 
ceding the ticketer. The ticketer will 
not release until the stored informa- 
tion concerning this call has been trans- 
ferred to a tabulator. Here again the 
information stored in the ticketer is 
transferred to the tabulator over W, 
X, Y and Z leads, the numerals trans- 
ferred being determined by the com- 
bination of markings on these leads. 
The information passed from the tick- 
eter to the tabulator includes the 
called number, conversation time, tick- 
eter identify number and the calling 
number. Since there are only two tab- 
ulators provided in the office, Allotter 
circuits are required to associate the 
tabulators with the ticketer calling for 
the services of a tabulator. 

In order to complete all of the in- 
formation concerning this call, the tab- 
ulator must obtain data from equip- 


About the Author 


Kenneth E. Versaw found his prep- 
aration for an engineering career rudely 
interrupted by World War II, but he 
returned to the University of Nebraska, 
majoring in electrical engineering, and 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in January 
1949. Two months 
later he became an 
employee of LT&T, 
first as a shopman 
at 2lst and L and 
transferring, after a 
couple of months, 
to the engineering 
department. Mr. 
Versaw received his 
present rating as 
engineer in Sep- 
tember 1954. He has been assigned to 
the Beatrice conversion project since 
the plans were in their preliminary 
stage. 


ment units other than the ticketer. The 
following information is obtained from 
the dater-timer circuit; calendar date 
including day and month, the time of 
day in hours and minutes, and a day or 
night rate indication. The tabulator 
may also record a two digit tabulator 
identity code which is provided from 
itself. All of the information that the 
tabulator obtains from the ticketer 1s 
stored on relays in the tabulator prior 
to being forwarded to the tape perfor- 
ator. When the ticketer information has 
been passed on to the tabulator, the 
ticketer is released. 


Provisions are made on the tabulator 
terminal block for strapping to control 
the sequence in which ticket informa- 
tion is passed from the tabulator to che 
perforator. This sequence determimes 
the order that the information will ap- 
pear on the finished printed ticket. The 
information is passed from the tabula- 
tor to the tape perforator in reverse 
numerical order; that is, units-tens- 
hundreds-thousands digits rather than 
thousands-hundreds-tens-units. This 
makes it possible to further process the 
punched tape roll without rewinding. 


The motor circuit for the tape per- 
forator is closed when the associated 
tabulator has received the call data. 
As the motor revolves the ticket in- 
formation is passed to the perforator 
and operates the punch magnets accord- 
ing to the stored digits. As each digit 
is punched in the tape, a feed wheel ad- 
vances it one notch to place it In po- 
sition for the next digit. All the infor- 
mation pertaining to one toll call re- 
quires approximately two inches of 
tape for recording. 

The perforator is arranged to provide 
an alarm signal when a roll of tape has 
been used up. In addition to providing 
a visual and an audible signal when 
it is out of tape, the perforator will 
also busy the associated tabulator to 
prevent it from being associated with 
a ticketer at the end of a ticketed call. 

The information recorded on this 
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completed tape can be processed by 
various means. The equipment for Be- 
atrice includes a ticket printer. This 
machine will be used by the Accounting 
Department in Lincoln. The completed 
reels of tape will be sent to Lincoln 
for processing. The tape will be run 
through the ticket printer and a printed 
toll ticket will be produced. This ticket 
will be processed by the Accounting 
Department and included with the sub- 
scribers monthly statement in the same 
manner as are the toll tickets now made 
by the long distance operators. As long 
as the subscribers are placing and re- 
ceiving person-to-person and collect 
calls, as well as making direct distance 
dialed calls, they will receive both the 
automatic and manually prepared toll 
tickets with their statements. The in- 
formation recorded on the tickets, as 
shown in Fig. 1, will include: 


Date, month and day 
Calling number 

Called number 

Time of day 

Conversation time (length of 
call) 


The SATT equipment to be used in 
Beatrice will also include special test- 
ing equipment, and, of course, the mon- 
itor panel referred to previously, to 
enable the switchman to detect faulty 
circuit operation. To facilitate these 
testing operations, the completed tape 
will contain punched information that 
is not transferred to the ticket. This 
information will include the number of 
the ticketer and tabulator used on the 
call, so that the recording of any in- 
formation that is errcneous can be re- 
ferred back to the equipment actually 
used on the call in question. 

The monitor panel provides a means 
of observing the progress of a customer 
dialed call through the ticketing equip- 
ment, as well as facilitating the tracing 
of trouble throughout the SATT equip- 
ment when it is encountered. 


The observation of the progress of a 
call through the ticketing equipment 1s 
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Above: The Automatic Electric Company installation crew at Beatrice, 
from left: Bill Haberman, John Young, foreman, Jim Chiids, Jack Pauisen, 
* Gene Densmore, Clarence Forst. 
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Left: The Tabulator collects the toll ticket information which is then 
passed to the Tape Perforator for recording. 


by means of supervisory lamps on the 
monitor bay. They are arranged to 
convey information as follows: 


When ticketer is seized Bright, steady 
lamp 


When call has been = an- 
swered, but before conver- 
sation time has been re- 
corded (grace period) 


Dim flashing 
lamp (60 IPM) 


Ticketer timing conversation Dim steady lamp 


When call has been com- 
pleted, ticketer calling for 
tabulator and_ transferring 
ticket data to it 


Dim flashing 
lamp (120 IPM) 


When ticket data has been 
transferred and iicketer is 
in process of releasing 


Bright flashing 
light (120 IPM) 


Bright flashing 
light (60 IPM) 


Conversation interval 300 
minutes or longer 


For those of you who may be called 
upon to help maintain this new equip- 
ment, do not become too alarmed. These 
units are made up of the same relays, 
rotary switches and Strowger switches 
which are familiar in all our present 
dial offices. The equipment is the same; 
it has only been arranged to perform 
new and slightly more complicated 
functions. 

I hope I have succeeded in presenting 
the story of our first SATT installation 
in enough detail to give our interested 
readers an idea of what this equipment 
will do and without getting too in- 
volved in the various units of equip- 


have at least been introduced to the 
new names that will be encountered in 
this and the other SATT installations 
which are now in various stages of 
planning and ordering. 

Iam sure all of the LT&T family will 
be working together to make this an- 
other successful ‘first’ offered by The 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany to its subscribers. 
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Radio tower for base station on premises of 
Great Lakes Pine Line Company pump station 
at Falls City. LT&T owns and maintains this 250- 
foot tower and associated radio equipment. 


One of the pipe line systems passing 
through LT&T territory, the Great 
Lakes Pipe Line Company, transports 
gasoline, kerosene, and other petroleum 
products from gathering points in 
Texas and Oklahoma to delivery sta- 
tions in Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, 
Iowa, North and South Dakota, Minne- 
sota, and Illinois. Like other pipe line 
companies, this far-flung organization 
relies heavily on wire and radio com- 
munication between _ headquarters, 


booster or pump stations, and storage 
and delivery points. 


A fast, dependable communications 
system is essential to coordinate all 
activities along the pipe line routes 
from headquarters, thus assuring effi- 
cient and safe operation of the line. 
Good, reliable communications help to 
keep the flow of petroleum products 
constant, clean, and adequate to meet 
customer requirements. They keep op- 
erators informed of products of 
batches” and their arrival time, the 
flow pressure at various points, and 


any maintenance difficu]ti 
ies ulties that may 


The Great Lakes Pipe Line Company 
employs leased wire circuits for inter- 
connecting its pum p and delivery 
(field) Stations and a private mobile 
radio system for communicating with 
motor vehicles. The leased wire circuits 
are integrated with the private mobile 
radio system and all are maintained by 
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ina New Service 


LT&T Furnishes Communication Service 
for Pipe Line System 


By J. S. Reed 


telephone companies in the areas where 
the pipe line system operates. LT&T 
installed the communication equipment 
and is maintaining the mobile radio 
units and base stations and associated 
apparatus in its territory. Southwestern 
Bell owns and maintains the equipment 
in the states to the south, and North- 
western Bell in its territory covering 
Nebraska, Iowa, North and South Da- 
kota, and Minnesota. 

The radio system for the Great Lakes 
Pipe Line Company consists of a num- 
ber of mobile radio units installed in 
motor vehicles of survey crews, gang 
foremen, line patrol men, line super- 
visors, and resident engineers, and 
forty-four base stations throughout the 
Pipe line area. Each base station, ex- 
cept the one at Kansas City, can be 
connected to a field telephone line 
(leased circuits). Kansas City is the 
control point for the system. 


€ 


Maetings © 


Five base stations are located approx- 
imately 50 miles apart in the LT&T 
territory at Falls City, Nebraska City, 
Lincoln, York, and Doniphan. The base 
stations at Falls City, Nebraska City, 
and Doniphan are on the pipe line 
property, while those at Lincoln and 
York are in leased quarters on Con- 
sumers Public Power District property 
with antenna on a C.P.P.D. radio tower. 
Directional type antennas are employed 
at Doniphan, York, and Lincoln for 
greater efficiency with restricted cover- 
age while Nebraska City and Falls 
City have non-directional antennas for 
more extensive coverage necessary in 
these areas. Two radio equipped motor 
vehicles of the pipe line company sta- 
tioned at Falls City maintain contact 
with the base stations in the LT&T 
territory. 

The radio system provides a means 
of communication between a radio 
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Showing locations of base stations for Great Lakes Pipe Line Company’s private mobile radio 
system in LT&T territory. The radio equipment at each base station is integrated with leased tele- 
phone wire circuits to other base stations and the Kansas City P.B.X. switchboard for the pipe line 


company. 
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equipped vehicle and the PBX operator 
at Kansas City, the dispatcher, selected 
stations in the general offices of the 
pipe line company, and the area office 
and field stations in the territory served 
by the field telephone line. All calls 
between a vehicle and a fixed station 
require the assistance of a ccntrol 
point operator, who is located either 
at the Kansas City PBX switchboard 
or in the dispatch room. 


The radio system operates on a fre- 
quency of 153.23 megacycles, which is 
shared with other users in the petro- 
leum radio service. 

The telephone set in the mobile ra- 
dio unit of the motor vehicle has a key 
lock which operates to any of the three 
positions “Receive only,” “Off,” and 
“Place or Answer.” This special provi- 
sion is necessary to prevent the placing 
of calls by unauthorized persons, with- 
out preventing the reception of signals 
to call the operator to the motor ve- 
hicle should he be away from it on duty 
at the time. Provision is made for sig- 
naling with the automobile horn or a 
bell on the telephone as the user re- 
quires. A lamp on the set also lights 
when the mobile unit is signaled and 
remains on until the call is answered. 

The handpiece of the telephone in- 
strument has a “push-to-talk” key 
which is depressed each time the op- 
erator talks and is released to listen to 
the incoming conversation. 

Two push button keys mounted be- 
low the telephone set are employed to 
Signal a base station when placing a 
call from the mobile unit. Key “A” is 
used for signaling one base station and 
Key “B” for the station adjacent to it. 


Pipe 


The base station nearest the motor ve- 
hicle is signaled by operating the 
proper key unless the vehicle is in an 
area where reception from this station 
would be poor and the other station 
can be more clearly heard. This signal- 
ing arrangement is intended to prevent 
operation of two adjacent stations at 
the same time. Thus only one base sta- 
tion is in operation during the call. 

Operating one of the signalling keys 
causes the base station apparatus to 
connect the mobile unit to a direct 
wire circuit to the Kansas City control 
point operator and light a lamp at the 
switchboard there. When the control 
operator answers, the mobile radio user 
gives his car number and the name of 
the person in the area office he wishes 
to contact. The user releases his push- 
to-talk key and listens in until the 
called party answers. 

At the area office or a field station, 
the telephone for radio calls has a 
turn-button key which is operated 
when used for radio communication 
and lights an associated lamp. With 
the key in the normal position, the 
telephone may be used for calls to 
stations on the telephone line. The 
handpiece also has a push-to-talk key 
which is employed when the set is used 
for radio calls. 

When it is desired to call a vehicle, 
the Kansas City operator is called and 
given the name of the person and his 
approximate location, if known. When 
the Kansas City operator is ready for 
the radio call, the operator will notify 
the caller to “go ahead.” The caller 
then operates the turn-button key and 
begins the conversation. Due to the 
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Photo: Long Lines 


line companies are undergoing a phenomenal growth and throughout the country pipe 


lines are being laid to swiftly transport petroleum products, as well as natural gas, from southern 
wells to far-away communities in the north and east. 
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Dave Guthrie and Al Reed conducting tests on 
integrated radio and telephone apparatus for 
Great Lakes Pine Line Company in Lincoln Toll 
Equipment Room. The radio control unit is on the 
shelf above. Directly below is the tone switching 
unit. The ecauipment under Al’s hand is the in- 
tegrating relay ond timer anparatus. At the bot- 
tom is the selector ecuipment for signaling the 
desired party. 


use of a full selective signaling arrange- 
ment, the operator can dial the num- 
ber of any given vehicle, as well as any 
base station, without signaling any 
other. 

On the area office or field station 
receiving a call from a vehicle, the 
Kansas City operator will announce 
this as a radio call, which indicates 
that the turn button key is to be oper- 
ated for this call. 

David Guthrie and Alvin Reed of 
Lincoln Toll Equipment installed the 
entire telephone, base radio, and mo- 
bile radio equipment for the pipe line 
company’s communications facilities in 
LT&T territory. They have the re- 
sponsibility of maintaining the equip- 
ment and clearing troubles in the ap- 
paratus. Their job is an important one 
and we are certainly proud of their 
skill and ability in keeping the equip-. 
ment in good order. 

LT&T’s communication service for a 
pipe line company is an illustration of 
one type of a service organization as- 
sisting another of a different type to 
perform an important service, that of 
fast and dependable transportation of 
petroleum products so important io 
the well being of various communities 
in its area. 
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LT&I Folk Take Stations of Responsibility in Various Community Activities 


From Revenue Accounting comes word 
that Joan Thomsen has been installed cor- 
responding secretary for the Nu Phi Mu bus- 
iness girls’ sorority; Bob Ross is troop master 
in the Boy Scouts; Margaret Lucs is secretary 
for the Ladies Aid of her church; Don Nelson 
is not only a scout master, but director and 
treasurer of the Sunrise Optimist Club; Irena 
Daugulis is treasurer of the Latvian Youth 
Association and Jerri Morrison is president 
of the choir for her church. 


Joe Adamson, Tecumseh, was_ installed 
secretary of the Tecumseh Chamber of Com- 
merce and thus takes the first step in the 
line of succession toward the presidency of 
the organization. Gerald Shipley, wire chief, 
Seward, was elected junior warden of Oliver 
Lodge No. 38, AF&AM. C. J. Novak, man- 
ager at Ashland, is now vice president of 
the local Chamber of Commerce. Tyler Ryan, 
commercial engineer, heads the Contact 
Club (a membership recruiting group) of the 
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce. K. L. Law- 
son, general commercial superintendent, was 
elected president of the Lincoln Better Busi- 
ness Bureau. He has been a board member 


for two years and served last year as vice 
president. 


At Geneva we find C. J. Crew, area man- 
ager, as treasurer of the Odd Fellows lodge; 
and Nata Hershey, Traffic, as corresponding 
secretary of Beta Sigma Phi. 


Busy people at Hebron are E. H. Weliman, 
area manager, who is president of the He- 
bron Park Board, board member for the 
Red Cross and treasurer for the Masonic 
lodge; Mary Wright, cashier, corresponding 
secretary for the Junior Women’s Club; 
Frances Marolf, Traffic, V.F.W. conductress; 
Ramona Kenning, Traffic, chairman of na- 
tional security for the Legion Auxiliary; and 
Norma Maschmann, Traffic, sergeant-at- 
arms for the Legion Auxiliary. 


Hastings Traffic has Jessie Van Trump 
and Moreane Alldritt as treasurer and secre- 
tary, respectively, of the Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Club: and Marie Pearson, 
chief Operator, as clerk of the Baptist 
Church, At Superior, Edith Parsons, Traffic 
'S promotional secretary for Wesleyan Guild: 
Artis Bowen, chief operator, doubles as sec- 
Ond vice president, Business and Professional 
Women’s Club and as chaplain for the 
Eastern Star; James Bauer holds office as 
guard and Frank Kubat, area manager 
captain general of the Pa|j 
Knights Templar. 


as 
myra Commandary, 


The folks in Sutton Areq also are active. 
J. H. Mankamyer, area Manager, is president 
of the Lions Club, President of the Sutton 
Park Board, trustee on the Federated Church 
board, and Lions Club representative to the 
Sutton Community Council. R. H. Hunzeker 
is council representative for the Volunteer 
Fire Department. R. H. Culver iS assistant 
Boy Scout leader and Lucyle Scheidemann 
is superintendent of Federated Sunday School 


ran 


and secretary of the Legion Auxiliary 
2 1 why. 


At about this time of year most organizations 
bring new blood into their governing bodies. It 
is a pleasant surprise to find such a large num- 
ber of LT&T folk accepting offices in civic, 
church, social and fraternal groups. The ones 
listed here represent recent elections and appoint- 
ments. We probably have missed many; and 
others previously have been reported in these 
pages. Congratulations to one and all. It is a 
fine thing to have an active part in the better- 
ment of one’s community. 


Sterling Nelson, area manager at York, 
attends an imposing array of duties as sec- 
retary-treasurer for York Rotary Club, sec- 
retary-treasurer of the York Toastmasters 
Club, deacon of his church, Explorer chair- 
man for the Cornhusger Council, Boy Scouts, 
member of the executive board for the Boy 
Scouts Sunrise District and Cornhusker Coun- 
cil, member of the board for the York Youth 
Center, first aid chairman for the Red Cross 
and Representative Treasurer DeMolay for 
the Past Masters Club of the Masonic Lodge. 
Leonard Reed is secretary-treasurer for the 
|.0.0.F. lodge and Vera Knerr is a 4-H club 
leader. 


At David City we find Lineah Johnson as 
director of music for Job’s Daughters; Her- 
man Hansen as director of the Methodist 
Church choir; O. B. Dill as treasurer of the 
St. Mary’s Men Club and H. W. Armagost 


as the newly installed senior warden of the 
Masonic lodge. 


Elmer Neujahr, manager at Syracuse, is 
treasurer of the Syracuse Sportsman Club, 
chairman of the Economic Committee in the 
Community Development Project and a mem- 
ber of the board of the Chamber of Com- 
merce. Chester Byard is present adjutant of 
the Syracuse Legion Post. 


In Lincoln Commercial, Dean Hamilton is 
director of the Bethany Lions Club; A. B. 
Waters is second vice president of the Lin- 
coln Youth Project and a YMCA _ board 
member; Jack Caldwell is on the board of 
directors of the Credit Association, and sec- 
retary-treasurer of the Exchange Club. 
Shirley Heiliger and Esther Baker are bowling 
league officers. 


In Disbursement Accounting, Ralph Retz- 
laff is Sunday school superintendent and 
chairman of his church board; Grace Haus- 
child is an officer in the Evening Women’s 
Guild of her church; Wayne Stahley is treas- 
urer of the United Missionary Church, Ne- 
braska Conference; Harold Brady is Sunday 
school superintendent and chairman of the 
Religious Education Board of First Baptist; 
George Mann is principal sojourner in the 
R.A.M., captain of the guard in Royal and 
Select Masters Council, and banker for the 
MWA Camp 969; Dewey Nelsen heads the 


is G@ member of the board of trustees of 
Westminster Church and trustee of the West- 
minster Foundation. 


Walter F. Roberts, personne! director, is a 
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member of the personnel committee of the 
USITA and chancellor of the Lincoln Con- 
sistory, Scottish Rite. W. D. Quinn of Gen- 
eral Commercial is esteemed loyal knight 
and a member of the board of governors 
for Lincoln Lodge 80, BPOE; R. D. Andrews, 
General Traffic, was appointed chairman of 
the Sertoma Club’s committee sponsoring a 
youth employment service in Lincoln; A. B. 
Waters being named coordinator of the same 
committee. 


Myron Birdsley, of Auburn, serves as 
deacon, secretary and treasurer of the Pres- 
byterian Sunday school. At Crete, Freda 
Keller is color bearer of Rebekah Lodge and 
chairman of the W.S.C.S. circle; Lydia Me- 
Guire is outside guardian of the Rebekah 
Lodge; Fern Jacobs is musician of Rebekah 
and associate conductress of the Eastern 
Star; G. D. Brock is chairman of the board 
of trustees of his church. 


Floyd Nave of Fairbury is the new presi- 
dent of the Throttle Twisters Motorcycle 
Club. At Pawnee City, H. A. Williams is 
secretary-treasurer of the local fire depart- 
ment; Carl Franzen is secretary of the Zion 
Lutheran Church and county Red Cross first 
aid chairman; Raymond Bruning is vice 
commander of the Legion Post; a deacon 
and trustee of the Christian Church and 
camping director for the Boy Scouts. Charles 
Kermoade, Western, is senior deacon of the 
Masonic Lodge, warder for the Eastern Star, 
adjutant for the Legion Post and assistant 
fire chief; R. L. Johnson, of Cook, is presi- 
dent of the Cook Commercial Club; Joe 
Adamson, Tecumseh, is program chairman 
of Kiwanis; W. H. Husing, Wilber, is a mem- 
ber of the board of directors of the Chamber 
of Commerce. 


Lancaster Lodge 54, AF&AM, has _in- 
stalled A. B. Gorman as senior warden, L. W. 
Cleveland as senior steward, Donald R. Swan- 
son as junior steward, Gust A. Foster as 
tyler, Russell R. Rauch as secretary, J. H. 
Hartley and Guy O. Seaton as members of 
the board of trustees. A. B. Gorman also is 
chairman of the Centennial Public Relations 
Committee of the Grand Lodge AF&AM and 
president of the Lincoln Ad Club. 


In Shop-Supply, Ralph Culver was installed 
January 5 as Worshipful Master of Cotner 
Lodge 297 and opened the first meeting in 
the lodge’s beautiful new temple in early 
February; Nelson Liesveld is a member of 
the board of stewards of his church; C. L. 
Bouse is chaplain of the Legion Post at Ben- 
net; Harold Ehrlich is deacon and J. A. 
Schellenberg a member of the board at their 
respective churches. 


G. A. Wasson of Beatrice Construction is 
now esteemed leading knight of BPOE No. 
619, Beatrice, and it is expected that he 
will be installed as Exalted Ruler in April. 
Lyle T. Piper, York Construction, is senior 
steward of York Lodge No. 56, AF&AM, and 
is master of the second veil, RAM No. 33. 
Loretta Piper, York Traffic, retired, is 


Electa of the York Eastern Star chapter. 


Last Minute April Foolishness 


A preview of the night before Tax Day based on human nature 
and information from the American Institute of Accountants 


and checked for technical accuracy by the Internal Revenue 


Service. 


NOW TO FIGURE UP THAT OLD INCOME TAX! . : 

In other words, Ralph, the fight 1s on: fight hs ee 
fight the deadline and fight the temper. This is : e sascdie 
of April 14, and tomorrow is the deadline for fi ny y 
federal income tax return for 1956. You, like mi nae 
other people, have succeeded in putting this spin cee 
you have all of one evening to rush through a jo a g 


k. 
save you more money than you earn in a wee 


OKS 
NO, ALICE, I'LL NOT NEED YOUR HELP THIS YEAR. 100 MANY CO 
SPOIL THE SOUP, YOU KNOW. YOU SIT RIGHT THERE AND READ YOUR 


PAPER. A cuseuel 
i ear’s Spot . 
Hea pone or with only one 3 isch easton 
of the required two on a joint return). Also, si more 
errors resulting in OVER-payment by taxpayers paral 
than $19,000,000—not to mention an even larger sialon 
underpayments. Uncle Sam, who checks aos for atl 
catches these errors. But don’t expect him to look fo 


the deductions or exemptions you missed. 
MUST GET ORGANIZED! ALICE, WOULD YOU MIND BRINGING ME THAT 
PEN FROM THE DINING ROOM TABLE! 


Best you bring him a pencil for 
especially if he is going to ttemize 
Organizer waited until T-Day-min 
will only have time fe be eat ae 
take the 10% standard deauctio : 
yet, and he realizes that many taxpayers can eee 
izing such expenses as charitable or tas dpe: pa dis 
interest paid on mortgages or loans, medical an 


penses, and state and local taxes. 


OW 
WHAT EVER DID | DO WITH THAT TAX BLANK? ALICE, DEAR, H 
ABOUT GETTING IT FOR ME OUT OF MY COAT POCKET IN THE HALL 
CLOSET? 


Alice retrieves cuisine 
600 exemption on the tax return. 
: take a $600 exemption for yourselj. eee alesis 
gets an additional $600 exemption, and there 1s Hons for age 
exemption for blindness. These special exemptt eee 
and blindness do not apply to sea eon in is explamed 
the regular $600 exemption for each depen ie Shan. BOG 
in the instructions—even when you provide less 


support in some cases. 


COLUMN 
NOW THAT YOU ARE UP, HONEY, WOULD YOU ADD UP THIS | 
OF FIGURES AND ENTER THE TOTAL IN ITEM 10! soe Be 
SURE IT'S ITEM 10. OKAY, SHOW ME, JUST SHOW ME, WHE 


ITEM 11 IN THE INSTRUCTIONS! 


Without taking sides on this particular pairs Aes Bs 
suggested that everyone who may have Seeks 500, bat 
(including anyone whose income Mrs ould Bed carenully 
who wants a refund for tax withheld) should rea ah ha 
the instruction book which the government fla in pach 
Since there is usually some change in one bi ae oer 
year, you might miss a deduction or eae ee ene 
you are entitled if you fill out the form Oe eS 


ing the instruction book. 


uded one million returns 


that first draft, Alice, 
deductions. Since Mr. 
us-one, chances are he 
year’s performance and 
the end. But it is early 


d she is also good for a 
And, Ralph, don’t forget 


THEN OF COURSE WE'LL ENTER IT IN ITEM 11. WHERE ELSE WOULD 
YOU PUT IT? LET'S TRY TO BE INTELLIGENT ABOUT THIS THING, ALICE? 


Yes, Alice, try to be intelligent about these tax matters. 
Remember how stupid it was of you not to give birth to 
the twins before midnight December 31, which would have 
qualified two more dependents for 1956? And as if that 
weren't bad enough, how about the $500 you won on that 
quiz program? Didn’t you realize that such a prize 1s tax- 
able? 


DOESN'T THIS TAKE THE CAKE. LOOK AT THIS, ALICE. HOW CAN THOSE 
TAX PEOPLE IN WASHINGTON EXPECT ME TO REMEMBER EVERY LITTLE 
DOCTOR BILL | HAD TO PAY FOR YOU LAST YEAR! 


n itemize and deduct all medical-dental expenses 
in ars 3% of your income, within certain top limits. 
Be sure to list fees of doctors, dentists, hospitals and nurses. 
You may not deduct expenses paid or reimbursed by in- 
surance, but your medical insurance premiums count as 
medical expense. Now, Ralph, do you remember when 
you twisted your back removing the storm windows last 
August? If you were absent from work due to an injury 
and received “sick pay” from your employer or his insur- 
ance company, you do not have to pay tax on $100 per week 
of this income. The same applies to sickness, except that 
unless you were hospitalized for at least one day, the on 
ments for the first 7 calendar days of absence are NO 


tax free. 


HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN HIDING THESE RECEIPTED BILLS AND 
CANCELLED CHECKS IN THIS DESK DRAWER? FINE THING, ALICE! 


WHAT IF YOU FORGOT WHERE YOU PUT THEM! 

There is little chance that Alice has forgotten where 
she was carefully filing the receipts of bills paid. She knows 
you must keep receipted bills and cancelled checks to prove 
payment of such important, deductible items as state and 
local taxes, interest included in mortgage payments, union 
dues, the fee Alice had to pay the employment agency for 
her part-time job, and child-care expenses (you may be 
entitled to a deduction of wp to $600 if, while you worked, 
it was necessary for you to pay someone to care for a child 
under 12 or anyone who is physically or mentally inca- 
pacitated.) 


| GIVE UP! THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE. ALICE, WE'LL JUST HAVE 10 GO TO 
JAIL. 


This fight may be over late in the 14th round of April. 
It happens to the best of last-minute filers: the form wins 
by a TKO. If you want to give yourself the best possible 
break on your federal income tax you should prepare your 
return carefully, file early and save your records to back 
up deductions. And, if you find that Uncle Sam owes you 
money, early filing means a quicker refund. 


ALICE, PLEASE! HOW CAN | CONCENTRATE ON THIS NEWSPAPER 
WHEN YOU INTERRUPT WITH SILLY QUESTIONS! NATURALLY, I'LL 
LOOK OVER YOUR FIGURES BEFORE | SIGN THE FORM. AND, DEAR, 
WHEN YOU MAIL IT—DON'T FORGET TO PUT A STAMP ON THE 


ENVELOPE. 
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This young lady typed all the 
correspondence for the traffic 
department in 1909. 


Like the telephone and a dozen other com 
ments of modern living, the typewriter w 
America’s golden years of invention in the ] 
19th Century. The early and middle years 0 
noted for the rapid accumulation of knowledge in seve l 
apparently unrelated fields. The discovery of the faude 
mental laws of acoustics, together with the rapid devel a 
ment of electrical science, led inevitably to the invention of 
the telephone. The typewriter also owes its conception ' 
the timely junction of knowledge only recently gathered ne 
1868 when a patent was granted to Christopher a 


Sholes for a typing machine that was bot ‘ 
eammer cal. oth practical and 


This machine, which printed only 
alded a new industry. So vast an impr 
models was Sholes’ device that, alth 
man to “invent” the typewriter, he 
its “father.” 

History tells us that the first patent fo iti 
device to make characters “so at and sea eee eaet 
distinguished from print” was granted to Henry Mill ; 
London engineer, by Queen Anne of England on a 
1714. However, no record or description of the m 
survived. 

Most early inventors directed their eff ; 
ducing machines for the use of the de 
characters were general. In 1784 such a French inventio 
actually appeared, but it met with little success. 
| The first writing machine built in the United States was 
the Invention of William Austin Burt, of Detroit, in 1898 
His crude device, called a “Typographer,” was the Size of a 


butcher’s meat block and the only model was d 
the Patent Office fire of 1836, eS eenoyed. 2m 


monplace equip- 
as a product of 
atter part of the 
f the 1800’s were 


in capital letters, her- 
ovement over previous 
ough he was the 52nd 
IS generally considered 


January 7, 
achine has 


The Blickensderfer No. 
Practically full visibility of 
Blickensderfer was considered 
“type wheel” which 


5 typewriter invented in about 1895. Since 
the typewritten material was possible, the 
advanced for its time. It operated by a 
struck an inking pad on its way to the platen. 


Automation 
Comes to the Typist 


Pat Hardesty of General Com- 
mercial likes her new, silent, 
electrical machine. 


So Mr. Sholes’ invention was not an earth-shaking event, 
nor did it meet with instantaneous success. In 1874, six years 
later, only 400 were sold. But with the addition of small 
letters in 1877—together with some solid salesmanship— 
business became interested. The proper “office girl,’ who 
used a pen to write her firm’s letters in a fine Spencerian 
Style, gradually faded into oblivion. 


One of the strangest duels in American History occurred 
in Cincinnati on July 25, 1888. As the referee lowered his 
handkerchief, the audience held its breath as two men, Frank 
McGurrin and Louis Taub, struck . .. their typewriters. 


At stake was $500 and the reputation of the then new- 
fangled ten-finger touch system of typing. McGurrin cham- 
pioned the new technique; Taub employed the prevalent 
four-finger system—the first two fingers of each hand. In 
an hour and a half race of transcribing dictation and copying, 
McGurrin triumphed. 


The death of an era dates from the moment when Taub 
admitted defeat, an era in which typing 28 words a minute 
was considered fast. But the maturing of the ten-finger 
system would never have come without the later improve- 
ments in the machine. 

In the ’nineties a social revolution occurred, with young 
women quickly mastering the secrets of the keyboard and 
vying with men for office positions. 

Just after the turn of the century there were nearly 100 
typewriter companies in the United States. A Crandall 
salesman who paused for a coffee break might lose a sale to 
a rival representative of Acme, Barlock, Chicago, Darling, 
Essex or Franklin, among others. 

Refinements on Sholes’ basic invention followed each 
other breathlessly. One of the earliest was the introduction 
of “visible writing”—characters you could see as you typed— 
in 1883. 

Until that time it was necessary for the operator to lift 
the roller to see what had been written. In the new visible 
machine the type struck the paper from the top. 

Since then many improvements have been added. When 
the electric typewriter was introduced by IBM the last word 
in office efficiency had seemingly been spoken—or typed. 
But not so. The same company now has inserted electronics 
into the staid office machine. The new literate model speeds 
typing of business forms by scanning; locating the lines 
printed with electrically-conductive ink and positioning the 
carriage at the correct typing point. One wonders what next. 

We can be sure of one thing—and happy for it: The 
secretary will always be with us. How could we conduct 
business without her? The girl at the typewriter has been a 
mainstay of the office since LT&T began operations, tapping 
out a symphony of the telephone business with her deft 
fingers. 

Dimly in the recollection of the writer are some of the 
machines in use when our company was young. They were 
antiquated even then. The type struck the paper from below 
and the typist had to lift the roller to check her copy. Strange 
looking machines they were! So our successive lineage of 
secretaries have overseen the evolution of the typewriter 
from the noisy, tempermental monsters of the turn of the 
century to the sleek, silent, speed-models of the present. 
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MODERATE SPEED 


CC) 


FA st VERY FAST 


The Narrowing Angle of Driver Vision 


A research laboratory Hh N : 
3 i ts o 
recently published the resu 
these facts should be made kno 


It is to be assumed that none of our LT&T eet ane 
the legal speed limit of 60 miles per hour on tl i - 2 
highway in Nebraska. But, when they are hitting 1 Lines 
that speed, how well can they see? What if this qu 
were asked of you? 

“Why, I ate all right,” you say. The road secs 
ahead perfectly clear. You spot the cars, trucks, curves 
bridges with ifficulty. 

see 2 ae eee It may surprise you to need 
that the narrow strip of road is just about all you can ; 
traveling at 60 miles per hour. heat 

By maliac a few simple tests, and ay Seon shoo 
they mean, you can catch a glimpse of the true Faas ae 
and importance of the eyes in driving a Car. The saa ° a 
vision has scarcely been touched 1n the mad ante F ee ns 
Causes and prevention of road accidents which kille ; cue 
and injured 1% million Americans during the ost oa 

Here is the simplest kind of test. At a sages — 
bost bearing half a dozen names of towns, one a eh ae 
Other. How many names can you read at 60 m.p. We . 
have remarkably good eyes if shies can “grab” even p 
One. The o > rill be a mere blur. 

At the iat ele pe slow down to 40 and you may ee 
able to read at least two of the names. At 30 you may 
identify three or four. - suetinicnts 

: e part of your vision goe: 

at high eee ae He ser we includes objects flash- 
7 the sides of the road. 
ere eg ey pe break-down of vision takes aie 
because the eye, like a camera lens, can’t work fast enough 
to capture a speeding object. Or it may be that the “ve Hee 
isters the image all right, but the brain, which rea . ; oe 
our seeing, can’t recognize or distinguish the images forme 
by th : 

irae way of making this test is to look straight out 
the side window at the scenery. You seem to see all right. 
Trees, houses, animals, all are distinct. 

But thev are distinct because you let your eye travel 
backwards with each flying object for a fraction of a 
second as you fix upon it. That gives time for recogni- 
tion. If you doubt this, try looking out of the window 
through a cardboard tube held at right angles to the line of 


ew York known as the Better Vision Institute 
a study on “Vision vs. Speed.” We think 
wn to every American who drives a car. 


. Editor 


the car’s movement. You will see nothing but a confused 
blur because your eyes cannot dwell anywhere long enough 
to recognize objects. 

When you are jogging along at 20 m.p.h., not only the 
road is clear, but so are the objects covering a wide range 
on each side of it as you look straight ahead. But as you 
step up the speed, the clear area on each side contracts to- 
ward the center. At lower speeds you were recognizing ob- 
jects far to the right and left without shifting your eyes, 
whereas now you are not recognizing them. 

So it turns out that, at high speeds, you are driving 
through a kind of self-created tunnel; your corner-of-the- 
eye vision virtually demolished and even your direct vision 
thrown into confusion when the eyes are turned side-wise 
on passing objects. None of your seeing ability remains 
unimpaired except the look straight ahead down the road. 
Even that may be affected in insidious ways. 

Research may some day prove that vision is the key fact 
in managing a car—see right, and you will drive right. 
Meanwhile, you should set up a standard for your own safe 
speed, based on the experiments you have made: when side 
vision is a blur, step on the brake. 

By consulting an eye specialist you can learn whether 
you have any visual defects that can be corrected with 
driving glasses. If so, get and wear them. Tinted glasses 
are preferred for daylight driving, with your prescription 
“sround in.’ Ordinary sunglasses are more of a hazard 
than a help when your vision is faulty. 


Vision troubles mean road HAZARDS! 


v0 
Loe | 
i>] 
om fF w& t -< 


' 
COLOR-BLINONESS NIGHT-BLINONESS TUNNEL VISION 
8% of men, fewer women Sub standard mght ! repecter 
have color blindness Vitomen A deficiency cant see well udewne 
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R. D. Andrews 
Vice President 


H. W. Spahnle 
President 
In the provision of protection and 

benefits to its members, the Telephone 
Employees Mutual Benefit Association 
posted its greatest year in 1956. So 
liberal, in fact, were the benefits, that 
an operating deficit of $3,675 was in- 
curred, notwithstanding that receipts 
were above the record total of the year 
before by almost the same amount. 

All obligations were easily met, how- 
ever, and an additional $5,000 was 
transferred to the Reserve Fund, bring- 
ing its total to $20,000. TEMBA 1s 
still in fine shape, financially. 

These facts were made known at the 
14th annual meeting of the Association 
held at Lincoln, January 26. The meet- 
ing was called to order by President 
Lloyd W. Cleveland after a committee 
on elections composed of Axel Berg- 
lund and Dorothy Grafton had veri- 
fied 684 proxies and found that a 
quorum of members was present. Re- 
ports of the secretary and treasurer 
indicated a new record membership of 
1,087, an increase of 54 over the 
year before. Total receipts for 1956 
amounted to $39,406.79, while dis- 
bursements and benefit payments came 
to $43.082.08. The deficit was ab- 
sorbed by the whopping cash balance 
of over $15,000, held over from the 
previous fiscal year. 


Walter F. Roberts 
Treasurer 


K. J. Boshart 
Secretary 


New directors elected at the meeting 
were: R. D. Andrews, K. J. Boshart, 
R. N. Brendle, G. L. Oglesby and Roy 
M. Cleveland. Subsequently the new 
board of directors assembled to elect 
officers for the ensuing term and the 
following were chosen and duly in- 
stalled: Howard W. Spahnle, presi- 
dent; Rod D. Andrews, vice president; 
Kenneth J. Boshart, secretary; and 
Walter F. Roberts, treasurer. The lat- 
ter was the only officer reelected. Re- 
tiring from office with the thanks and 
appreciation of Association members 
were: Lloyd W. Cleveland, president; 
Alex Geist, vice president; and Tyler 
Ryan, secretary. 


Great things are expected from 
TEMBA during the present year. Presi- 
dent Spahnle sums up the prospect for 
new members by saying, “The in- 
creased benefits paid to members last 
year enabled them to pay a major part 
—or all—of their hospital and surgical 
bills. There being no administrative 
expense, the cost of TEMBA insurance 
is so low—and benefit payments so 
high — compared to other companies, 
that we feel all telephone employees 
should avail themselves of this insur- 
ance.” 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association in January 1957: 

Primary Members: Charlotte Colvert, Ac- 
counting, $66.45; Marie Vidiock, Accounting, 
$17.50; Reah Churchill, Personnel, $12.50; 
Patricia Hardesty, General Commercial, 
510.00; A. B. Waters, General Commercial, 
$25.00; H. W. Cane, Engineering, $10.00; Elsie 
Andrews, General Traffic, $10.00; Ivan Pad- 
dack, General Plant, $286.50; G. E. Carter, 
Lincoln Plant, $12.50; R. L. Dalton, Lincoln 
Plant, $20.00; P. J. Eisenbarth, Supply, $15.00; 
K. L. Myhre, Lincoln Plant, $7.50; Myron 
Shavlik, Lincoln Plant, $10.00; K. A. Darby, 
Construction, $10.00; E. O. Lytle, Construc- 
tion, $92.85; E. T. Little, Auburn Plant 
$180.80; D. C. Gilmore, Beatrice Plant, $13.00. 


D. V. Gollehon, Beatrice Plant, $281.05; C. 
W. Albers, Pension, $20.00; Mary Emerson, 
Lincoln Traffic, $420.00; Barbara Milier, Lin- 
coln Traffic, $10.00; Bernita Schroeder, Be- 
atrice Traffic, $268.75; Anne Snell, Fairbury 
Traffic, $22.50; Kathryn Traeger, Fairbury 
Traffic, $8.00; Hattie Marquardt, York Traf- 
fic, $40.00, 


Dependents: Lincoln: Mrs. F. C. Asper, 
$12.50; Mrs. F. E. Behm, $483.70; Mrs. R. J. 
Brinton, $12.50; Mrs. D. C. Gilmore, $6.00; 
Gregory Grant, $5.00; JoLynn Gray, $122.50; 
Rhonda Hibbert, $82.30; David Joosten, $76.10; 
Mrs. A. S. Keckler, $446.00; Mrs. E. D. Pratt, 
$10.00; Mrs. W. D. Quinn, $286.50; Mrs. T. W. 
Ryan, $25.00; Mrs. D. R. Swanson, $20.00; 
Mrs. E. O. Wait, $179.80. Rebecca Stock, 
Auburn, $65.60; Mrs. G. L. Oglesby, Beatrice, 
$6.00; Mrs. Ted Ray, Beatrice, $78.70; David 
Dunning, David City, $51.00; Richard Fischer, 
Jr., Milford, $7.50; Randy Jones, Nebraska 
City. $73.00; Kurtis Paro, York, $72.00. 
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Co-Op Hits the Top 


There may come a time when the 
annual summary of business of the Lin- 
coln Telephone Employees Cooperative 
Credit Association will fail to show a 
gain, all along the line, over the rec- 
ord of the year before, but that is 
doubtful. Year after year the organ- 
ization grows bigger as employees dis- 
cover the value of its expanding serv- 


ices in savings and loans to its mem- 
bers. 


The annual report of business for 
the Association will be found elsewhere 
in this issue, but it does not reflect the 
amazing 1956 surge, in which member- 
ship grew from 720 to 815; loans in- 
creased by 39 and by $63,000 over the 
year before; and total resources zoomed 
upward by nearly $46,000. 


Three new directors were elected 
at the annual meeting held January 19. 
Joining the Board are Harvey Armagost 
of David City, E. L. Dorland of Wa- 
hoo, and Clara Jones of Lincoln. Re- 
tained as directors are J. J. Caldwell, 
W. K. Eno, E. J. Flowerday, R. H. 
Gray, P. H. Henson, R. B. Hobson, 
A. W. Holcomb, A. S. Keckler, C. B. 
Meshier, Sterling Nelson, R. R. Rauch 
and R. H. Spohn. 

At a later meeting of the board of 
directors, the present officers were 
reelected for the next fiscal year. They 
are: R. H. Spohn, president; W. K. 
Eno, vice president; C. B. Meshier, 
treasurer; and R. B. Hobson, secre- 
tary. 


Houghton Furr was named the new 
member of the supervisory committee 
where he joins I. J. Devoe and H. W. 
Cane, present members, The credit 
committee of Walter F. Roberts, B. J. 
Sievers and A. B. Waters remained 
unchanged. 


A Long Waif 


When Margaret Hall, Accounting— 
retired, went to work for LT&T in 
1911 she was assigned telephone num- 
ber 57. She kept it for many years, 
and was envious of people around her 
with lower numbers that sometimes 
conformed to the year. Now she thinks 
that it all comes to her who waits, for 
here it is 1957, and her old telephone 
number is right in style. 


Happiness Ahead 


We previously neglected to report the 
marriage of Ruth Ahrensmeier, service Op: 
erator, to Merlin Reinke, which was an 
event of November 2 at Murdock. 

Margaret Kupke, service operator, and 
Myron Shavlik, switchman, were married 
December 9 at Murdock. 

Gary Clifford, Engineering, and Susan 
Wilkinson were married December 22 at 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Lincoln. 

Veda Joy Parsons, Superior Traffic, and 
Bernard Whitehead were united in marriage 
at the Methodist Church in Superior on 
December 30. The couple will live in Den- 
ver. 

Virginia Shields, Syracuse Traffic, be- 
came the bride of Don Johnson on January 
1 at the home of the groom’s parents. 

Barbara Rae Hall, Geneva Traffic, be- 
came the bride of Richard Smith on Jan- 
uary 11. The ceremony was performed in 
the First Methodist Church at Geneva. 

Mary Lou Rains, Nebraska City Traffic, 
and Ernest Woods were united in marriage 
January 12 in the Christian Church at Ne- 
braska City. 

Norma Bender, Seward Traffic, and 
Charles Robbins were united in marriage 
January 13 in the Lutheran Church at 
Pleasant Dale. Norma has resigned to be 
with her husband who is stationed with the 
armed forces in Florida. 

Jolene Davis, Accounting, and Don 
Cole, Lincoln Construction, exchanged wed- 
ding vows January 26 at Council Bluffs, 
Iowa. | 

Joan Hartley, Lincoln Commercial, became 
the bride of Lawrence Jones on January 
19 at the First Baptist Church in Lincoln. 

The wedding of Shirley Brolliar, Lincoln 
Commercial, and Jerry Rocke was solemnized 
January 19 at St. Teresa’s Church in Lin- 
coln. 

Northeast Community Church at a 7:00 
P.M. ceremony, February 2, was the scene 
of the wedding of Philip Bailey and Lorene 
DeBord. Phil is a splicer in the construction 
department. Mack Nickell, also a splicer in 
Construction, was best man. 


Promotions - Transfers 


Commercial 


Shirley Heiliger, teller to service 
sentative, Lincoln. docs 
Marla Kutz, clerk to advanced clerk, Lin 


repre- 


coln. 
My . . C- 
Betty Thomsen, machine operator, A 
counting, to clerk, Lincoln. 


Plant 
R. D. Confer, groundman to splicer's helper, 


Construction, Lincoln. 
D. E. Cotton, groundman to splicer’s helper, 
Construction, Lincoln. 
J. R. Frye, groundman to splicer's helper, 
Construction, Lincoln. “a 2 
Leland W. Jungert, groundman, exc lange, 
to groundman, Construction, Hastings. ee 
R. Cc. Reetz, groundman, exchange, 
groundman, Construction, York. ; 
H. A. Robinson, lineman, Lineoln, to com 
binationman, Wilber. 


Traffic 


Eva Schmidt, contract chief operator, Dun- 
bar, to operator, Nebraska City. 


R. N. Brendle 


Clara Jones 
Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years 30 Years 
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K. L. Lawson 
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Helen Pickard 
Lincoln Lincoln 


30 Years 30 Years 


Service Anniversaries 


A3 YEARS J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings. 
37 YEARS B. D. Kline, Superior; W. R. 


Minich, Geneva; Dorcas Slater, Fairbury. 


34 YEARS B. L. Ford, Beatrice; Clarinda Lake, 


Superior; Marie Portsche, Lincoln. 
33 YEARS R. R. Guthrie, Lincoln. 
32 YEARS Addalene Christian, Lincoin. 


30 YEARS R. N. Brendle, Clara Jones, K. 
L. Lawson, Helen Pickard, E. H. Royce, 


Lincoln. 


29 YEARS R. S. Culver, Mary Emerson, Lin- 
coln; Bohumil Docekal, David City. 


28 YEARS K. J. Boshart, Lincoln; Rose 
Janda, Plattsmouth. 


27 YEARS R. V. Clifford, Lincoln; E. A. 
Moorhead, Clay Center. 


26 YEARS Oakel Butler, Auburn; W. F. 


Combs, Lincoln. 


17 YEARS Helen DeBord, Fairbury; Lily 


Malecek, Doris Sutton, Lincoln. 


16 YEARS George Placek, Nebraska City; 


Opal Thimgan, Lincoln. 


15 YEARS W. R. Huddleston, Lincoln. 


W. R. Huddleston 


E. H. Royce 
Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years 15 Years 


af 13 fee 


14 YEARS Floyd Barnett, Allan Behm, Marie 
Hall, Magdalen Heser, T. H. Roller, Lin- 
coln; A. F. Smetak, David City. 


13 YEARS J. D. Green, Wilma Wergin, 
Lincoln. 


12 YEARS Evelyn Harrison, R. L. Wenzel, 
Lincoln; D. H. Young, Beatrice. 


11 YEARS E. A. Hlina, E. D. Smith, Lin- 


coln. 


10 YEARS Richard F. Bauer, Lincoln; Ruth 


Diekmann, Beatrice. 
9 YEARS Mary Watkins, Nebraska City. 


8 YEARS A. L. Dougherty, E. A. Drake, 
R. W. Tejcka, Lincoln; M. E. Johnson, 
Auburn; Ann Konen, Hastings; Norma 
Scheideler, Wymore; J. C. Smith, Tecum- 


seh. 


7 YEARS K. C. Rutherford, Lincoln; Carl 
Wagner, Hastings. 


6 YEARS Francis Asper, Ruth Foster, A. 
J. Higgins, Sylvia Hoaglin, J. M. Isley, 
Marilyn Osborn, A. L. Spaulding, Lincoln; 
Dorothy Everett, Nebraska City; D. A. 


Hester, Tecumseh; Beverly Rotzin, Beatrice. 


5 YEARS Estelle Foght, R. H. Wart, Lin- 


coln; Dorothy Trauernicht, Beatrice. 
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Ruth Diekmann 
Lincoln Beatrice 


10 Years 10 Years 


Lincoln Telephone News 
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Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Our Cover 


Getting set for the major under- 
taking of providing Wahoo with the 
very latest in modern telephone plant, 
the workmen on the cover are engaged 
in tearing down the garage building 
located at the rear of the present cen- 
tral office lot. 


The new building will be erected 
on this site, adjoining the alley and 
facing west toward North Broadway 
Avenue. It will occupy a portion of 
three lots, two of which recently have 
been purchased. The story of our plans 
for erection of buildings at Wahoo, 
Clay Center and Bruning will be found 
on page 2. We are indebted to the 
Wahoo Newspapers for the cover pic- 
ture: 


Deep in Taxes 


The average midwestern wage earner 
will spend about 65 days this year 
working for national, state and local 
government. That will be his or her 
tax bill. 


This trend toward greater taxation is 
drastically reducing a worker’s ability 
to improve his present standard of liv- 
ing. Even worse, it is seriously im- 
periling his future. 


The principal base on which govern- 
ments draw their tax funds—income 
of individuals and companies—has risen 
considerably in recent years and this 
alone has permitted an ever-increasing 
revenue for the operation of those gov- 
ernments. These increasing tax rates 
have had serious effects on the savings 
of individuals and the ability of these 
persons and the companies which em- 
ploy them to increase their invest- 
ments. 


. These funds now being drained off 
into government coffers, if left with 
wage earners, would undoubtedly re- 
sult in greater savings and investment 
in the growth and well-being of the 
nation and would produce a much 


higher standard of living for everyone 
concerned. 


What is true of the individual worker 
is also true in its application to the 
companies that pay his salary. Popu- 
lation experts have predicted a national 
population of 220 million persons by 
1975 and that approximately 20 mil- 
lion new workers will have been added 
to the nation’s labor force. 


A $12,000 investment in plant, tools 
and equipment is now needed to make 
the average job in industry. (The in- 
vestment is about double that figure 
in LT&T.) On the $12,000 basis—and 
assuming that this figure does not rise 
—it will require 240 million dollars to 
create these new jobs during the next 
18 years. Excessive taxation can de- 
prive industry of the ability to make 
investments that will be needed to cre- 
ate these wage-earning opportunities. 


In a recent study reported by the 
National Association of Manufacturers 
it was indicated that the average busi- 
ness operation today has about 19 min- 
utes “profit operation” in a full day’s 
work schedule. The balance of the 
eight hours are required to meet pay- 
roll costs, material changes, and other 
costs of doing business. Profit, the re- 
port concludes, begins 19 minutes be- 
fore quitting time. 


The NAM sums the situation up in 
this way: Only by reversing the trend 
toward more and more taxation at all 
levels of government and eliminating 
the discriminatory elements of the tax 
rates can we hope to realize the poten- 
tials which our American system has 
to offer in the way of job creation and 
a much higher standard of living for 
everyone, 


Brother, cam you spare 
the time ? 


FEBRUARY 
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17 | 18 19 
23 | 24 25 | 26 
the average taxpayer devoted one day’s wages out 


of every ten to the support of national, state and 
local government 


bn 


at present tax rates the average taxpayer will spend 
one day out of every four paying all of his taxes 


Source Miduest Diriston—NAM 
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Thx Pxrsonal Touch 


Xvxn though my typxwritxr is an 
old modxl, it works quitx wxll xxcexpt 
for onx of thx kxys. I havx wishxd 
many timxs that it workxd pxrfxctly. 
It is trux that thxrx arx forty-six kxys 
that function wxll xnough, but just 
onx kxy not working makxs thx diffxr- 
xnecx. 


Somxtimxs it sxxms to mx that our 
safxty program is somxwhat likx my 
typxwritxr—not all thx kxy pxoplx arx 
working propxrly. 


You may say to yoursxlf, ‘Wxll, I 
am only onx pxrson. I won’t makx a 
diffxrxnex bxcausx a safxty program, 
to bx xffxctivx nxxds thx activx par- 
ticipation of xvxry xmployxx.” 


So thx nxxt timx you think you arx 
only onx pxrson and that your xfforts 
arx not nxxdxd, rxmxmbxr my typx- 
writxr and say to yoursxlf, “I am a 
kxy pxrson in our safxty program and 
I am nxxdxd vxry much.” 


—Safety Bulletin, Ohio Power Co. 


Quotations 


Mrs. Reckard and Mrs. Johanns— 
Helping Hands. 


It is one of the high spots of a lifetime 
when another person is generous enough to 
go out of his way to help during a difficult 
time. It was such an act on the part of 
a Plattsmouth telephone operator, known 
officially as Operator 6. With only scant 
information to go on, she was able to com- 
plete an emergency call to a lady in New 
York City. The fact that the lady had just 
moved to a new address and there was no 
telephone listed at the new address did not 
make the task any easier; but the call was 
completed in less than 15 minutes. Finding 
One person in a city of several million is 
no small task and the local operators did 
a wonderful job. 


Cass County Call—2-2-1957 


Thanks To Hastings Operator No. 12 


A box of Hallmark correspondence 
note paper arrived at the Hastings of- 
fice with the attached note: 


Operator Number 12: 


The Gobles of N.A.D. wish to thank you 
for your kindness Thursday night in placing 
their call to California. 


The Gobles were trying to locate a 
relative whose husband was critically 
ill in a hospital in the Los Angeles area. 
Carol Cummings worked for two hours 
trying all the possible hospitals to no 
avail. After she went off duty, Patricia 
Sperry continued with the call. She 
suggested sending the police to notify 
the called party at her parents’ resi- 
dence, as they did not have a telephone. 
By this means the call was completed. 


CYUHO LUI 


Why I Like My Job 


My job? Telephone operator? Two 
common and familiar words but to me 
they represent the most interesting oc- 
cupation in the world. 

A good pay check, employees bene- 
fits, a nice building, comfortable sur- 
roundings, pleasant co-workers and 
little extras not found in other jobs, all 
these things help me LIKE my job but 
they are secondary reasons. 

The primary reason is hard to explain 
as it consists of so many things. It 
could partly be defined as serving the 
people. To the businessman you are a 
part of his staff, completing his calls, 
assisting him in his business. To the 
housewife you are the person who en- 
abled her to have a nice visit with a 
distant friend or relative. To the lovers 
you are the one who connected them 
with the voice they wanted to hear. 
To the person who needed help you are 
the one who called the doctor, the po- 
lice, the fire department or the one 
they needed. You are the one whose 
services are available twenty-four 
hours a day. 

If you have an interest in personali- 
ties, it is a fascinating job. Just by 
hearing a voice you can imagine what 
that person is like. Telephone manners 
and voices tell practically all. And it 
is strange how the subscribers respond 
to your voice. By sounding nice and 
being co-operative they are in turn 
nice to you. 

And the people you meet over the 
Wires. Business executives, political 
figures, stage and screen stars and other 
important people. People whom you 
would probably never meet in person, 
but your voice is welcome in their 
homes and offices. 

It’s an exciting job too. In times of 
disaster, floods, and storms, the oper- 
ator is always there to be depended 
upon. 

If you like stimulating mental work, 
it is a challenge to see how many routes 
can be memorized, rates learned and 
how fast charges on calls can be figured 
up. There are always the route and 
rate books to be relied upon but your 
mental ability is not limited if you wish 
to use it. a 

The equipment one works with is 
very impressive. Sometimes I look at 
just one finger and think to myself 
that with just thirteen taps of that 
finger I can ring almost any telephone 
in the U. S. or Canada, in a matter of 
seconds. It is a wonderful and advanc- 
ing industry to be a part of! 

There isn’t a work day that passes 
that doesn’t contain something humor- 
ous, something interesting, something 
to be remembered. Because of all these 
reasons, there isn’t any other job I 
would have, but that of a telephone 
operator. 

Rexine Bretta 
Lincoln Traffic 


Jenkins Takes a Bow 


Max Jenkins—at home among the wheels and 
pinions, fevers, coils and relays of a_ teletype- 
writer which, to the layman, looks like a malicious 
assembly of utter confusion. 


M. F. Jenkins, teletypeman of Toll 
Equipment, comes in for a nice write- 
up in this month’s Nebraska Electric 
Farmer. The article was written by Bill 
Macdonald, farm service director of 
KFAB, whose column “Down To 
Earth” appears regularly in the maga- 
zine. Bill is a son of the late W. E. 
Macdonald, pioneer telephone man 
who is remembered with deep affec- 
tion by all the oldtimers of LTWT. 
Mr. Macdonald’s column reads: 


Down To Earth 
by Bill Macdonald 


—being a few remarks by the fellow 
out on Blackbird Road. 

A knock at the back door. It’s Max 
Jenkins, who visits us regularly once 
each month. A few moments after his 
arrival, the “insides” of our Associated 
Press news machine are arranged on 
newspapers spread on the kitchen table. 
And Max goes to work with a variety 
of special tools, greases, oils, solvents 
and what-have-you. 

It’s probably the only scene of its 
kind in the world because we probably 
live in the only farm house in the world 
with a news machine in the basement. 
It’s just one of the mechanical and 
electronic devices which make possible 
our several-times-a-day radio broad- 
casts from Blackbird Road. 

So we sit around the kitchen table. 
Max’s skilled fingers remove parts, 
clean, adjust, dab a little grease here— 
a drop of oil there. And because his 
fingers seem to think for themselves, 
we visit about this and that. The time 
flies quickly—and in short order the 
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stuttering robot is placed back on its 
stand down by the furnace. There it 
takes up again the day-in-and-day-out, 
24 hours running that has never fal- 
tered in the many years we've had this 
amazing device. 

It all lends weight to the statement 
that most of our farm machines don’t 
wear out. They rust out or fall apart 
because we don’t give them the right 
treatment or the riaht services. 
In this mechanical age, the men who 
have the know-how in the service field 
are the fellows who keep the wheels 
a-turning. 


Journey's End 


Funeral services were held November 25 
at the Casey Funeral Home in Auburn for 
Mrs. Howard Smith, mother of Doris Peter- 
son of Auburn Traffic. 


Funeral services for O. M. Jackson, father 
of Mary Jackson, Fairbury Traffic, were 
held November 29 at the Laipply Chapel. 
Burial was at Alexandria. 


Mrs. Mary Nelsen, mother of Dewey 
Nelsen, Accounting, passed away January 
9 at her home in Wolbach. 


John Bailey, father of Bernadine Bailey, 
helper at Pleasant Dale, died January 22. 
Services were held at the Volland Mortuary, 
Milford. 

Mrs. Erna Jensen, mother of Eleanor 
Buettgenback, Lincoln Traffic, passed away 
January 22. Funeral services were held Jan- 
uary 24 at Hodgman-Splain Mortuary, with 
burial in Lincoln Memorial Park. 

Mrs. Doris Semple, wife of Cecil Semple, 
wire chief's section, passed away January 
29 in Lincoln. Funeral services and_ burial 
were at Beatrice. 


Anything To Oblige 


Dear Editor: 

The gentleman* holding these two fair ladies 
happens to be my better half, Bob Bock, and the 
ladies are Mrs. Reno Weis and Mrs. C. J. Crew. 
It seems that since he played the role of Santa 
at our Christmas party they decided they would 
tell the old boy what they wanted for Christmas— 
and it looks like they are all enjoying it very 
much. 

With the permission of Reno Weis and Charley 
Crew we'd like to fix these three characters but 
good. 

Velma Bock, 
Cashier, Geneva. 
* Mrs. Bock used the word “‘louse.” 


Madeline Troudt Dies in 
California 


Madeline M. Troudt, for many years 
janitress at the Superior telephone 
building, died suddenly December 31 
at Gardena, California, where she had 
been making her 
home with her son. 

Mrs. Troudt, 73, 
was apparently re- 
covering  satisfac- 
torily from a recent 
operation when she 
was stricken while 
riding in the family 
car on a trip down- 
town. 

Madeline Troudt Born in Russia, 
Mrs. Troudt came to America as a 
small child. The family first settled 
near Sutton and later moved to a farm 
near Superior. Her date of employ- 
ment with LT&T was March 1, 1930. 
In the years that followed she endeared 
herself to successive occupants of the 
commercial and traffic offices by her 
boundless energy and accommodating 
ways. A heart condition developed in 
1947 which forced her to give up her 
duties and she has been on a disability 
pension since February 1948. 

Funeral services were held at Su- 
perior on Monday, January 7. 


New Employees 


Accounting 
Rosilyn M. Fahleson* ....Mach. Opr. .............. 1-21 
Commercial 
Marguerite Ryne*. ........ Clerk, Lincoln ........ l- 7 
Mary C. Wane > .cccccnccts Clerk, Lincoln ........ l= 7 
Plant 
CO Wae Boeck” scent Gdmn., Lincoln ........ ]1- 7 
By es CIE « dascrateaetanasecces Gdmn., Lincoln ........ 1-10 
B.D, “Flowers: «ccccicnce. Gdmn., Lincoln ........ l- 7 
Ds Ws JOE ROR 22s. centsvesene Gdmn., Lincoln ........ 1-25 
Re Me! AGREES: |. incisteees Gdmn., Lincoln ........ 1-2] 
N. LL. Mosier ................ Gdmn., Lincoln ........ {<2 ] 
Es ean WEE sss se ee oes Gdmn., Lincoln ........ 1=21 
Traffic 
Darlene Gerard” ............ Opr., Lincoln .......... l- 7 
Victoria Nelson*  ....-:.<.. Cpr WONG: wcesscccas- l- 2 


*Re-employed 


ANNUAL REPORT 


Lincoln Telephone Employees’ 


. Co-operative Credit Association 
of Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska, at the 
close of business on December 31, 1956. 


ASSETS 
Cash and Due from Banks.................. $ 37,543.79 
U.S. Bonds— 

Direct and Guaranteed ............... 137,850.75 
Orene 2P .ar om S « a | o| =) ee er 22,693.05 
Loans and Discounts.............................. 244,045.00 
Other Assets—Interest Receivable, 

Prepaid Expense  .............ccc.c00....--.. 2,340.01 


onah - “ASsete’. ici cc en ee $444,432.60 


LIABILITIES 
Demand Deposits ..........................-..... $354,414.13 
TOTAL DEPOSITS....$354,414.13 


Other Liabilities—Interest Unearned.. 8,025.65 
TOTAL LIABILITIES ..............000000000.. 362,439.78 
Guaranty Fund  .2....2..........c...----s000-.-. 793527 
Undivided Profits -.............00000000.--. 3,287.55 
TOTAL GUARANTY FUND, UNDI- 

VIDED PROFITS & RESERVES... 

ot LA Gee2oe 
Members’ Share Accounts.................. 70,770.00 
TOTAL. “LIABILITIES: csgenctoreeecccs os, $444,432.60 


|, R. H. Spohn, president of the above named 
Association, do solemnly swear or affirm that the 
above statement is true, to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. 

(s) R. H. Spohn 
Correct—Attest 

Supervisory Committee 

(s) |. J. Devoe 

(Ss) Houghton Furr 

(s) H. W. Cane 
State of Nebraska, 

County of Lancaster, ss: 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 25th 
day of January, 1957, and | hereby certify that 
1 am not an officer of this Association. 

(s) J. E. Backstrom, Notary Public 
My commission expires September 2, 1959. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. Bill Thompson announce 
the birth of a son on January 6. Bill is em- 
ployed in the engineering department. 


A son, Jeffrey James, was born Decem- 
ber 31 to Mr. and Mrs. James Rhodes. Jim 
is employed in Tecumseh Plant. 

Charles Lindgren, Accounting, and wife 
Marion can count two boys and two girls 


with the arrival of Craig Alan on January 
11. 


A daughter, Larinda Kay, was born Jan- 
uary 16 to Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Gobber. 
Orva Jean is on leave from Auburn Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Crouse are the proud 
parents of a baby girl, Clara Lynn, born Jan- 
uary 23. Carl is truck driver on D. E. Jones’ 
crew, Construction. 


Dick Spohn and Charles Lindgren, 
Accounting, led a= discussion at 
Hastings on the new Simplified 
Method of Accounting, (cradle to 
grave.) Clockwise around the table: 
R. H. Spohn, Jack Mason, Floyd 
Crewdson, Ann Bott, Vance Embrey, 
Boyd Imler, Francis Darnold, H. O. 
Wentink, Frank Kubat, Ralph Wait, 
E. H. Wellman, Sterling Nelson, Jack 
Mankamyer, Ed Flowerday, John 
Spady, Charles Lindgren. Charles 
Crew also was present but is hidden 
from the camera. 


Photo: Marvin Pilfold 
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Around The World in an 
Elevator il 


mae fl LH 


Miss Staley receiving her service pin from 
Lyman Neff, custodian, as Ray Clinton, Hugo 
Staley and Charles Meshier stand by to congratu- 
late her. 


It was 30 years ago that Hattie 
Staley took her first ride up the ele- 
vator shaft of the general office build- 
ing. In honor of the anniversary there 
was a small gathering held in the ele- 
vator on January 22 as Miss Staley was 
presented her 30-year emblem. 


Folks got to wondering how many 
miles the congenial lady had traveled 
with her loads of human freight since 
the day she began her career. Someone 
loaned her a peg counter and Hattie 
clicked it throughout the day to find 
she traveled up and down in her cage 
a total of 760 times. 


Some measurements were taken of 
ceiling heights, thickness of floors, 
etc., and the figures were fed across 
the desk of a mathematician, who came 
up with the startling information that 
Miss Staley and her relief operators, 
moving at a speed of 2.84 miles per 
hour, cover a distance of 5.98 miles 
per day. The elevator runs 514 days 
per week. 

That means that Hattie receives an 
all-expense-paid trip of 1,721 miles per 
year within the confines of the vertical 
tunnel. Extended over the course of 
30 years it totals 51,630 miles. Equal 
to more than twice the distance around 
the world! Miss Staley certainly has 
“been around.” 


The measure of a man is not in the 


number of his servants, but in the 


number of people whom he serves. 


—Dr. Paul D. Moody. 
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Customers at the David City commercial coun- 
ter receive a friendly greeting from Vivian Dee, 
our very efficient cashier. 


Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


David City Area 


by Vivian Dee 


A few Christmas events we missed last 
month .. Gladys Kucera was a very happy 
girl Christmas Eve, for underneath the tree 
was a ring for that third finger . .. We 
were on the receiving end of candy and 
nuts from thoughtful subscribers .. . Irene 
Swan received a gift from her “little chil- 
dren” and we in turn received a gift from 
her ... The Flu Bug has been busy in the 
office, but all are back on the job now . 
Crowding their vacations in before the end 
of the year were Elise Martens and Virginia 
Jones who spent them with home folk. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Vera Orton 


We welcome Eva Schmidt who comes to 
Nebraska City Traffic because of the dial 
conversion at Dunbar On the sick list 
we have Lorraine Steckly, Traffic, and Deroy 
Helfer, Plant. We hope both will be back 
with us soon Congratulations went out 
to Velma Abker’s parents who observed their 
o0th wedding anniversary in January : 
Phyllis Ehmke, Syracuse Traffic, is busy 
learning housekeeping since her husband 
returned from the army .. . Chester Byard 
and Donald Jacobson helped several weeks 
at Dunbar getting ready for the conversion 
to dial. 


Plattsmouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


News is a bit scarce in the Plattsmouth 
Area after the holiday season, Everyone has 
had their share of colds and flu, but so far 
nothing too serious .. . Alice Sharpnack, 
Traffic, is pretty much in a dither thes? 
days. She is a ‘‘Grandma” and can’t do too 
much bragging like the rest of us since 
her granddaughter was born in Carrollton, 
Ohio, and she hasn't seen her yet. Alice is 
fiying out soon and then we will hear all 
about her . The moving bug has taken 
over in the traffic department at Weeping 


Water .. . Nancy Hermance and husband 
moved from an apartment to their new 
home, a snug little bungalow . . . Janice 


Amick and husband moved to their new 
home and as it would always happen, they 
moved in one day and her husband was 
transferred to another job in Texas two 
days later ... Fern Davis of Commercial was 
in Lincoln taking care of her mother who 
was ill at Bryan Hospital. We all wish Mrs, 
Davis a speedy recovery. 


Seward Area 


by Helen Norwood 


Lola Langner, Seward Commercial, is the 
proud grandmother of a daughter born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Welsh of Keani, Alaska. 
; . A bridal shower was held for Norma 
Bender recently at the home of Helen Nor- 
wood with Irene Mailand assisting. Norma 
received many lovely gifts. 


Wahoo Area 


by Leona Benal and Mary Beaty 


Joan Steinback had the first vacation of 
1957. She took a trip to Salt Lake City, 
where she visited her sister and places of 
interest. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
by Marcelene Behrends 


We are glad to have Jack Little and George 
Damon back to work in Plant after their 
stay in the hospital. They wish to say 
“Thank You” for the flowers and cards 
they received while there ... Joan Henning 
and Roberta Rebuck of Traffic are enjoying 
their vacations by just staying home and 
resting . .. Dorothy Biggerstaff and family 
visited at St. Louis over the Christmas holi- 
days. 


Beatrice Area 
by Ruth McCcwn 
Barbara Portrey has resigned and entered 
the Our Lady of Maryknoii Novitiate at 
Valley Park, Mo., a division of the American 
Order for Foreign Missions, where she will 
study to be a foreign missionary Sister 
Hattie Elmshaueser is instructing toll stu- 
dents Eunice McKernan and LaVerda Spiel- 
man... Marjorie Jones and husband have 
returned trom a trip to California. . . Connie 
Keyt is in the midst of bridal showers and 
wedding plans. 


Crefe Area 
by Loretta McIInay and Ted Husing 


A farewell supper party was given for 
Lucille Petracek, who is moving to Hastings. 
The party was held January 17 at the home 
of Betty Steele. Operators attending were 
Fern Jacobs, Arlene Musil, Freda Keller, 
Darlene Acord, Bertha Duba and Lydia 
McGuire. Commercial was represented by 


Charles Novak and Harold Butler, Ashland, 
with an allev-view of the new building forming 
the background. 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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Good Service rampant on a field of courtesy 
is the coat of arms of Tecumseh Traffic, here 
demonstrated by Hilda B. Ramsey, service assist- 
ant. 


Ethel Park and Loretta McIlnay. Lucille was 
presented a gift from her co-workers 
John Turner’s mother at Friend has been ill 
in the hospital . .. This is quoted: “Items 
of News from Wilbeer in Saloon County, 
Nebraska, reported by Ted Husing.”’ : 
Since last month Ted, with hammer and saw 
and a minimum amount of effort and altera- 
tion, gave the Wilber office a new look— 
one that has a real pleasant effect on every- 
one... A supper party was held for Lumir 
Vosika and his wife by Millie Husing. All 
Wilber personnel, their husbands and wives, 
and Mr. and Mrs. G. D. Brock were present. 
, . Recent office visitors included Al Zeh- 
rung and Charles Kermoade. 


Fairbury Area 
by Betty A. Vaughn 


Lois McCord, Kay Hoffhine and Bonnie 
Harris journeyed to Kansas City. Lois and 
Kay each purchased a pair of the prettiest, 
brightest red suede shoes you ever did see. 

. . Helen DeBord had as Christmas guests 
her son Bob and wife from Denver, a Sister 
and family from North Carolina, and friends 
from Montana Anne Snell sustained a 
badly cut lip and minor injuries when the 
car in which she was riding was_ struck 
from behind. She was returning from Cali- 
fornia where she had attended her sister’s 
wedding. The accident happened near 
Phoenix, Arizona The Charles Kermo- 
ades of Western enjoyed Christmas with cach 
of their parents who live in Auburn. Charley 
is also attending classes in Lincoln and 
Beatrice on Tuesday and Thursday nighis. 
: . Tne rest of us have been enjoying the 
severe cold getting as close to the fire as 
is possible without burning clothes and per- 
haps a little “hide”. 


Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Haith of Humboldt 
recently attended Parents Night at Wes- 
leyan University. . . . It’s nice to have 
Doyle Fisher back to work after several 
weeks’ absence due to a broken leg. 


Tecumseh Area 
by Henri Goracke 


Clara Costello's sister and son from Denver 
spent a week with her recently, so Clara 
had ample time to play with her nephew 
David. .. . Vernabelle Mommens'’ old car 
finally got tired and quit running, so she in- 
invested in a 1950 Chevvie. . Norma Lee 
Hahn had a harrowing experience during a 
trip to Omaha. She and her friends had 
separated after agreeing to meet again in 
front of the Brandeis Theater. Norma Lee 


wee ball Ae Soa a ea 
Photo M. L. Pilfold 

Marie Pearson, Hastinzs C. 0., wasn’t fooled 
for a minute bv the obvious false whiskers of 
D. E. Webb, but she kept her secret until she 
got her present firmly in hand. 


arrived first but thought they were to meet 
in the Brandeis Store so she entered and 
strolled about, A half hour later she was 
frantically trying to find the door she had 
entered, but in sheer desperation she finally 
had to ask a clerk how to get out. Now her 
friends very thoughtfully suggest that per- 
haps she should carry a compass on these 
trips to the big city. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Hastings Area 


by Carole Cummings 


The 1957 vacation dates have all been 
chosen. Shirley Chrapkowski and Jan Per- 
Singer, the first of the early birds, have re- 
turned to work. Jan spent her vacation get- 
ting settled after moving to Juniata. 


Hebron Area 
by Mary Wright 
Donna Parpart, Traffic, was hospitalized 
a few days with a severe case of flu, but is 
back to work and feeling much better 
Yours truly left the latter part of January 
for a vacation in sunny Florida. 


Superior Area 
by Marjorie O. Headrick 


Artis Bowen, chief operator, accompanied 
friends to the Denver Stock Show. and 
While in Denver she also visited her sister 
and family Lora Biltoft was a recent 
Colorado visitor LaVetta Dunn spent 
her vacation with her husband, who will be 
leaving soon for Paris, France, and a tour 
of duty with Uncle Sam ... It was thrilling 
excitement for Mary Ahrens, traffic depart- 
ment, when she anuwered her telephone and 
heard the words “Idazuka, Japan calling,” 
followed by her husband's voice at the other 
end of the line. He is in the service and 
reported that he hoped to be home some- 
time in February ... Excitement ran high at 
the Superior exchange office last Friday 
morning when the fire siren sounded and it 
was learned that the fire was at the home 
of Mrs. Carl Bargen, Jr., one of our local 
traffic operators, who was on duty at the 
time. Luckily, the fire was soon extinguished 
and there was no damage of consequence 
resulting from same. 1? 


Suiton Area 
by Catherine Cassell 

Kay Mankamyer of Nevada, Missouri 
Jack Mankamyer of Denver, Colorado spent 
the Christmas holidays with their parents 
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer ._. Phil 
Eckles of Edgar got in some duck hunting 
during the hunting season ; On January 
10, J. H. Mankamver attended a meeting for 
area managers at Hastings. . 


and 


York Area 


By Mary Morrison 


Virginia Kahler and Rogene Morris are 
proudly wearing new diamonds. Our best 
wishes to both Virginia and Rogene ... Mr. 
and Mrs. John Eckles journeyed to Greeley, 
Colorado, to spend New Year’s with Mrs. 
Eckles’ parents. They were accompanied by 
Edna Pflughaupt, chief operator, who spent 
New Year’s in Denver visiting her brother 
and family At this writing the York 
bowling team is rated in fourth place 
Our best wishes for a speedy recovery 
go to Lois Lindburg, cashier, who is recover- 
ing from a recent operation. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


There’s lots of news on a national scale: 
Eisenhower has been inaugurated and Sugar 
Ray has lost his title. There’s even news 
on a local level: the temperature has risen 
above 20° (Spring is here), and “Giant” has 
come at last. But where is the news in the 
disbursement and printing sections of The 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company? 
Nobody here has buzzed the city or planted 
discreet homemade bombs in select public 
places. _There have, however, been a few 
enterprising young chickens. The Retzlaff 
chickens have challenged the Lindgren 
chickens to top this. After a general bawling 
out by Ralph aimed at the entire coop for 
producing three less eggs than on the pre- 
vious day, one conscience-stricken member 
promptly laid two eggs in a row. Some 
chickens will do anything to please. Charlie 
Lindgren meanwhile spent his two-week va- 
cation, postponed at the Company’s request 
helping his wife who has just presented him 
with another son (there are now more child- 
dren than chickens) and no doubt berating 
the lazy Slackers in his coop. (It could be 
mentioned, no matter how terrible, that 
Charlie was planning to report back with a 
two-week’s growth of beard and mustache 
but he chickened out.) To prove that they 
too are somewhat worthy of note, the hens 
on Florence Calder’s family’s farm laid an 
egg the size of a goose egg. Expecting at 
least twin yolks, Florence cracked the shell 
and inside was another perfectly formed 
€gg, normal in size, shell and all. Cracking 
that was disappointing—inside was just egg- 
White and yolk. And that’s the news in an 
eggshell. If it weren’t for the chickens, 
there’d be none, and yet all this may serve 
to do is bring down a flood of abuse upon 
the rest of chickendom for its normality . . 
On the business side: Peat, Marwick, Mitch- 
ell, and Company, auditors, with Thurman 
A. Hinds as the accountant in charge, fin- 
ished at the end of January the yearly task 
which began at the start of the month. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 


Carol Goff, Sally Grabowski, 
Associate Editors 


It seems January is the month for re- 
laxing. With all the rushing of the holiday 
season over, everybody is doing just that. 
However, there are a few who never slow 
down. Don Nelson is one of the few, as he 
took his Scout troop on an all-night hike. 
It sounds like fun in the summer, but in 
zero temperatures we have our doubts ; 
Nina Anderson spent one wonderful week 
recently when her son came home from th2 
Navy. He is now stationed at Quonset Point, 
R.I. . . . When Bob Ross is asked what he 
does with his spare time, he just grins and 
Says he sits and relaxes. But we finally got 
him to admit that, besides belonging to the 
Lincoln Artist Guild, Nebraska Art As- 
sociation, Humane Society, Salt Creek 


Breed Cat Club, he is_ special Deputy 
Sheriff . . . Donelle Cotton spent a happy 
four days with Ronnie at Camp Chaffey, 
Arkansas. She had a wonderful time ex- 
cept for trying to understand the southern 
dialect . . . Louise Jenkins didn’t have to 
tell us she painted the bathroom; we could 
tell by the pretty pink paint on her ear 
and in her hair Basketball games are 
fun, especially when people you go with 
are all rooting for the same team. That 
wasn't the way it went at the Lincoln High- 
Northeast High game, however. Eleanor and 
Dwayne Grabowski yelled for N.E.H. and 
Carol Goff and fiance for L.HS. That was 
a noisy evening, but a lot of fun ... Eunice 
Bailey has been busy preparing for her son 
Philip’s wedding on February 2, That seems 
to be a popular wedding day, for Jerri Mor- 
rison’s twin brother also chose that date .. 

Another girl went out of circulation when 
Jolene Davis came to work with her beauti- 
ful diamond ...A young Lincoln couple was 
featured in McCall’s February issue concern- 
ing teen-age marriages. One Picture in the 
article was of Lilly Malacek’s daughter 
Donna, who is a neighbor of the couple 
Eleanor Grabowski ran across a Strange name 
on an out-of-town toll ticket; the name— 
Otto Grease, who, she thinks, otto be an 
otto mechanic. 


@ @ 
Engineering 
VY. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Field Engineer Tom Goidenstein and Slim 
Eitzmann were driving west out of Elk Creek. 
The banging grew louder. ‘‘Take a look back, 
Slim,’”” suggested driver Tom, “something 
must be following us.” “By golly,” quoth 
Slim, awestruck, ‘“‘there’s an old gas tank 
tied to the car.’’ The tank crashed into the 
bumper as Tom slammed on the _ brakes. 
Getting out and bending at the waist, Slim 
stuck his head under the car. “It must be 
ours,” came his muffled voice, “there isn’t 
any tank under here.” (In this position from 
over the top of the car Slim looks like a 
short man wearing a helt where a bandana 
ought to be.) Reeling in the gas line, Tom 
an old farm boy, seemed unperturbed. “Cut 
me a piece of that there barbed wire offa that 
there fence over thar,’ instructed Tom, slip- 
ping into the long unused vernacular of his 
early life back in the hills. Tom claims that 
due to his early training in barbed and baling 
wire handicraft the improvised hangars are 
better than the original . . . Gay Henderson 
has been responding to solicitous inquiries 
relative to a very red eye with long diverting 
conversations about the weather. Some claim 
he deliberately jabbed his finger into it just 
for the publicity. It paid off. He was look- 
ing over his shoulder with it recently while 
demonstrating a fancy ice-skating routine to 
his two boys. ‘This is the way Dad did it 
when he was a boy, kids,’’ he was saying, 
when a twig unnoticed by said eye went 
under one skate. The graceful Gay began io 
gyrate. His fight with equilibrium 2nded 


It’s a frightening sight to see a head in the 
street, but this one is firmly attached to the rest 
of Jim Howat, just emerging from a manhole 


Wranglers and Kansas City Midwest All at 14th and K, Lincoln. 


~-46 18 ge 


flat on the ice. “Why are you looking 
through the ice, Daddy?” inquired Junior, 
wide-eyed with wonder and pushing through 
the crowd which had been attracted by Gay’s 
unequal contest with the forces of nature. 
“T was looking for fish,’’ stalled Mr. Hender- 
son as he straightened out one leg and gin- 
gerly fingered a badly skinned nose. Hen- 
derson states there must be better ways to 


get publicity ... An institute for editors, com- 
mercial men and old worn-out engineers— 
yes; but for secretaries — what is the 


world coming to? One such was attended 
January 26 by Jane Phillips, Marian Lanning, 
Delores Hanneman and Eula Swartz. Eula 
reports a pleasant, profitable day of discus- 
sion and speeches ... The recently married 
Gary Clifford refuses to make a statement. 
Looks like we have a chip off that old master 
of reticence, Uncle Bob Clifford . . . Marie 
Jackson is convalescing nicely from recent 
hospitalization Gil Sexton is nuriing a 
sore toe and ruefully contemplating a dent 
in his car door. He let the old jalopy have 
it one cold morning recently when she 
wouldn't start. Crime, states Gil, does not 
pay .. . Kay Johnson claims to have the 
largest X-rays ever taken in these here parts 
—namely, the midsection. Required io swal- 
low large amounts of barium, Kay states 
he’d sooner drink anything else — much 
sooner. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Wednesday, January £0, was moving day 
for the directory department. They left the 
general commercial office and moved to the 
old toll terminal rocm behind the service 
board ... May Fyfe’s mother has been visit- 
ing her, ccming all the way from Glen Ridge, 
New Jersey ... Friday, January 11, Shirley 
Brolliar was guest of honor at a_ bridal 
shower given by Myrtle Henline, Marla Kutz 
and Sandy Carter at Sandy’s home, The 
prizes were nice, the food good and she re- 
ceived many gifts in her china and crystal; 
need we say more? 


Construction 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


The evening of January 25 found our York 
construction crew enjoying a going away 
party in honor of John Summers. The party 
was held at the home of Joel Murray and 
was attended by the men and their wives. 
From all reports a good time was had by all. 
John is our very newest construction fore- 
man and will take over our crew at Hebron. 
. . . We understand that Walt Clymer, York 
Construction, will be taking that fatal step 
one of these days. Blanche Sughrue, York, 
is the lucky girl. ... The construction depart- 
ment has been badly hit by the sickness bug. 
We are sorry to report that Foreman Alfred 
Fritz has been seriously ill and confined to 
St. Elizabeth's Hospital, Babe Combs also 
has been on the sick list and has spent sev- 
eral weeks at home. We are happy to report 
that he is much improved at this writing. 
Merle Chamberlain is home _ recuperating 
from surgery on his leg. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Derothy Lefler, Associate Editor 

Pooch on the run! One of our more balmy 
(2) evenings recently, Thelma Spellman, Caf- 
eteria, decided to broil steaks for her mother 
and herself. The ‘‘well done” steak was 
placed on the outdoor broiler and Thelma 
reached for the salt, which she had forgotten. 
Three steps to the kitchen were taken in 
double quick time by Thelma, but not before 
the neighbor’s dog leaped over the hedge 
and purloined the steak. Thelma returned, 
just in time to see the dog set his teeth in 
the steak and make off with it. It must have 
been a ball to see Thelma take off after the 
dog, with shovel in hand, to retrieve the 


Lamberson Reaches the 40 Mark 


Present at Mr. Lamberson’s 40th Anniversary dinner, from left: Lloyd C. Jenkins, Walter F. Roberts, 


Leston P. Livinaston, Raloh J. Connors, I. J. Devoe, Mr. Lamberson, George P. Barney, Charies B. 
Meshier, Mr. Hale, K. L. Lawson, Paul H. Henson, Lloyd W. Cleveland. 


The 40-Year Club of active em- 
ployees welcomed its 20th member on 
January 24 as Arthur E. Lamberson, 
Lincoln Plant, became eligible for en- 
rollment. 

Mr. Lamberson was honor-guest at a 
noon luncheon at the Cornhusker Ho- 
tel, where the diamond emblem was 
pinned to his lapel by Merle M. Hale, 
vice president. Art recalled many high- 
lizhts of his long career which had its 
beginning when he went to work as a 
temporary employee repairing - sleet 
storm damage near Raymond. He was 


emp!oyed several times for emergency 
werk as groundman during 1915 and 
1916, but in May 1917 he was hired as 
lineman at Beatrice to begin his un- 
broken chain of service. 

In 1920 he went to Cook as manager 
and in 1927 transferred to Humboldt 
in a like capacity. Later he was at 
Plattsmouth, Lincoln and Nebraska 
City before returning permanently to 
Lincoln in 1943. For the past several 
years Mr. Lamberson has worked a 
local testman, usually on the late eve- 
ning shift. 


N 


steak. Thelma wanted the steak for her 
own dog, but she was not fleet enough of 
foot—Toy lost out ... Walter Roberts, Per- 
scnnel, was in New York City in January 
to meet with the Personnel Committee of 
the USITA. There are seven members of the 
Committee, one of which came from Hawaii. 
The purpose of the meeting was to set up 
a management development program at some 
good university to offer a short course, per- 
haps four weeks, in the training of manage- 
ment personnel, primarily in the independent 
telephone field. Six wUuniversities were se- 
lected from which to make the final selection 
to cooperate with the USITA group in work- 
ing out a satisfactory course. The finally 
selected university will ultimately present 
the course. . We are glad to report that 
the husband of Marcia Watson, Cafeteria, 
has recovered from recent surgery in fine 
shape. . , And Mabel Pettit, Cafeteria, is 
walking in the clouds these days. Grand- 
children are not new to Mabel—she already 
has eight granddaughters—but it was real 
news when Mabel announced the arrival of 
a grandson! Congratulations to Mabel. 

Callers in the general plant office—Ray Bol- 
ing, Joy Dobbs, Billie Hassler, Bert Huddle- 
ston, Art Keckler, and Leon Stacy. All of 
us in this office enjoy the visitors we have. 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 

The monthly meeting in January was very 
well attended. J. L. Lyne was appointed 
vice chairman of the Club and N. Mae Hunt 
took over the operation of the motion picture 
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machine. We are hoping to get started on 
other activities in the near future to alter- 
nate with our programs of motion pictures. 

. W. H. Spurlock returned home from the 
hospital on January 28 to report that he is 
feeling fairly good Our sympathies are 
extended to Jessie Landon, Seward pioneer, 
whose brother, George S. Landon, Sr., passed 
away January 8 at the age of 64... Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Cleveland moved out January 18 
ahead of the cold snap for an extended so- 
journ in Florida, They have set up house- 
keeping in a trailer camp at Jensen Beach, 
near Miami. 


Supply 
by Sylvia A. Hoaglin 


Uncle Sam now needs the services of our 
shopman, R. L. Cotton. Ronnie is in basic 
training at Fort Chaffee, Arkansas ... Kent 
Eno is enjoying a new hobby—photography! 
He recently purchased a slide projector . 
Joe Krhounek enjoyed an early vacation 
visiting his mother and relatives in Cuba, 
Kansas Darlene Gabriel was overjoyed 
by a five-day visit from her husband Lee 
who is stationed in the Air Force at New- 
foundland ... Russ Rauch is a mighty proud 
grandfather. Terri’s mother Karen was for- 
merly employed in Supply and Accounting. 

Charles Hansen is a proud father par- 
ticipating in Cub Scout activities with his 
son Tommy .... The black and white 1957 
Chevrolet everyone has been looking at be- 
longs to Dick Grant. Charles Riedel is also 
a new car Gwner: a white and green Pontiac, 
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INTEREST | / pfe-f}h—~ 


Zio 
SIAN nd 


Eleanor Klaus, Beatrice Traf- 
fic, joined the "slip of the 
tongue" club recently while 
quoting a toll charge toa 
subscriber. 


Ethel Daharsh, Wahoo, beds her 
car down in style. She has a 
Carpeted garage floor! Ome cold 
night, though, the tires froze 
to the carpet. Next morning she 
had some trouble backing out, 
but managed it by applying more 
power than usual, and drove to 
work with tattered carpeting 
attached to all four wheels. 
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WB WHY Thelma Spellman, Lincoln Cafeteria, practices her art on 


‘VE BEEN an outdoor grill as she broils steaks for her own house- 

hold once a week. Thelma's mother likes her steak done 
LIMPING ! to a crisp, so Thelma puts it on the grill several min- 
utes before the others. One evening she was following 
her usual routine. As she returned to the house to get 
the remaining steaks a neighbor's dog jumped the four- 
foot fence, grabbed the sizzling steak and sped down the 
driveway. Thelma burst out of the house with a snow 
shovel and began beating the thief over the head with 
it - but all to no avail. The dog made his escape with 
the steak, leaving Thelma's mother supperless. 


YOURE 
WELCOME, 
MAAM . 


Virginia Coffey, Seward, was 
only a block from work when 
she found she was still wearing 
a battered old shoe she had put 
on at home to pamper a sore 
toe. The street was full of 
old friends and Virginia was 
embarrassed to tears. 


WHY DONT 
YOU FIGHT 


RETO 
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DONT TELL MY WIFE 
YOU SAW ME. 
DOING THIS ! 
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Harlan Cane found Vic Musselman in his favorite "resting 
chair"! in the club room one noon. He stole around the 
corner, dialed the club room and asked for Vic, who 
answered but found no one on the line. When Vic return- 
ed to the easy chair it contained the contented frame of 


Mr. Cane. Vic was plenty mad. 


Tom Boyd, Engineering, stepped 
out of the elevator to clear the 
path for an outbound lady and 
the elevator door slammed shut 
before he could get back in. Tom 
contemplated the disadvantages 
of being a gentleman on the long 
climb afoot to the fourth floor. 


7 re = THIS OLD BABY (_ 
It was cold outside, so Ray ~ HAS MADE # pi adnate 
ICE ou Kinnison, Nebraska City Plant, LOT OF TRIPS THE ELEVATOR 
PUT GASOLINE found a warm job indoors, with 7 


bucket and mop, scrubbing the 
Dunbar office floor just prior 


to the conversion. His great 
concern was that someone might 


tell his wife that he was pro- 
ficient with cleaning tools, 
for this has been a dark se- 
cret which Ray has kept from 
her for many years. 


Velma Bock, Geneva Conmer- 


Anent Hattie Staley's 30th 
cial, is very proud of her anniversary as the eene val 


rare Schipperke , "Skipper" office elevator operator, 
and of his attempts to act I. J» Devoe attempted to 


Irene Mailand, Seward, was dis- 
appointed in her new car when it 
would not start one cold morning. 
She tried again at noon with no 
better success so she called the 
serviceman. He checked the car 
and said, "When did you last buy. 


some gasoline?" Irene replied, 
"J put a dollar's worth in last 


night, just before a bunch of us 
girls took off for Lincoln." Now 
she knows how far a dollar can go. 


Then there was 
C. B. Meshier, | 
who called up 


Dick Hobson to 
peremptorily 


like a person. She wasn't make light conversation on 

so enthusiastic about his the age and service of the 

latest adventure- Mrs. elevator itself ee 
seit .,; 1 


Bock had prepared a nice Hattie tho 
ught he was reter- 
bubble bath and left it ring to her! Onlv the 


unguarded for a moment - . : 
just long enough for Skip- iia airs ea icra A 


per to get curious and ? : 
leap headlong into the tub. argument from breaking out. 


inquire, "Is 
Meshier there? 
I want to talk 
to him." He was totally un- 
prepared for the obvious ans- 
wer, "No, you ain't here!" 


Annual Report | to Employees 


1956: A Good Year For 


Healthy employees 


give better service. 


THE LT&T FAMILY It becomes more and more apparent as we advance 
into the Electronic Age that there will be no lowering 
of the employment level, either through the proces- 

sion of science or because of our program of exchange conversions from 

manual to dial operation. Indeed, more people were on LT&T’s payroll in 

1956 than ever before. There were 1542 of us at the year’s end; 672 men 

and 870 women. The average male employee is 40 years of age and 

boasts a service record of nearly 15 years. The average telephone girl is 
eight years his junior, with a service record of about 7\ years. They are 
well regarded in their community and active in its affairs. 


Service emblems were presented to 230 employees during 1956 on 
anniversaries ranging from five to 45 years. 


LABORS OF 195 We are still in a period of vigorous growth. Total 
plant in service now stands at $36,629,542—which 
means that each employee is equipped with “‘tools of 

the trade” valued at $23,800. 


Major projects of replacement and extension of plant were in progress 
through the year at various points in our operating territory. Among these 
was the replacement of 3,200 lines of equipment—without service inter- 
ruption—at Lincoln’s ‘’6” office. The preparatory work for conversion of 
the Beatrice exchange to dial occupied a large plant force through the year. 


Despite their busy days, telephone people in all departments found 
time for active participation in the 4-’56 Club, a year-long sales effort. 
They turned in names of 6880 prospects for our wares, which resulted 
in 4387 sales and $84,680 in additional annual revenue. 


UP THE LADDER Life would seem drab and futile in a job without a 
‘‘future.’’ As old as the company itself is its custom 
of training its own personnel for jobs of greater 

responsibility and the making of advancements within the organization. 

Last year 78 men and 48 women were assigned to higher positions with 

resultant increases in pay. 


Employees are well aware of the importance of keeping informed of the 
advances in the science of telephony and of preparing themselves for 
the job ahead. As an example of this interest, 125 of our people com- 


pleted courses in the 1956 series of vocational evening classes held during 
the spring. 


In LT&T, wage increases also are granted on the basis of experience 
and service by ‘progression steps’’ at stated intervals. 


A general wage revision brought substantial increases to most employees 
last November. 


It is a long standing policy of LT&T to provide wages comparable to 
those paid for similar skills in the communities where our employees work. 


HEALTH-SECURITY For many years the company has provided its em- 


ployees with free influenza inoculations during the fall. 


In 1956 this program was extended to include the 
Salk vaccine treatment for poliomyelitis. More than 1000 employees are 
now In the process of receiving the three inoculations which will complete 
the treatment for their immunization. 


Employee sickness-accident payments and death benefits during the 
yeor totaled $161,980. Nine policy claims in the amount of $29,000 were 
paid by Prudential under the company’s group life insurance pian. The 
amount set aside for the pension accrual fund was $356,512. Payments 
for surgical fees and hospitalization by TEMBA, the employees’ mutual 
benefit group, amounted to $43,082. The Employees’ Co-operative Credit 
Association lists member loans at $244,045 and savings of $425,184 in 
the report of the year’s business. 


First aid and accident prevention are continually stresse in ou 
industry and all possible attention is directed toward provision of proper 
safety devices and safe working conditions. 


LT&q and its People 


At most of our larger exchanges, lounge room facilities PLAY TIME 
are provided for traffic forces, while fully equinoped game 
rooms are furnished at Lincoln and Hastings. The Lincoln 
cafeteria has been in operation more than 40 years. Coffee and “coke’’ 
bars are to be found at several exchanges. A well rounded sports program 
continued through the year. Employee activities are climaxed by company 
sponsored Christmas parties at most area points of the territory. 

The annual picnic is a feature of August, with the 1956 crowd of 
1,360 merrymakers breaking all previous attendance records. The company 
also is host at an annual party honoring those employees who have retired 
during the course of the year. 

Paid vacations, ranging from one to three weeks duration, are granted 
employees on the basis of their length of credited service. 


A t gain of 5,620 telephones was recorded for 
the year wath extension growth accounting for 1,858 BETTER SERVICE 


of them. Of the 129,005 telephones in service at the (and more of it) 
year end, about 75% were dial. 


Both local and long distance usage soared to record high levels. A 
daily average of 666,570 local calls and 12,547 long distance calls was 


recorded for the year for a new record. 


Among the services instituted during 1956 was our first live telecast 
pickup, a 19-hour continuous program sponsored by the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society and carried over LT&T facilities from the University coliseum to 
the KOLN-TV studios, four miles distance. 


izing exchanges and replacement of plant 


A strong program of moderni 
continued through the year. Never before could we offer such a wide 


range of service. Never were we so busy. 


To provide a unified national telephone service and to keep KEEPING 


abreast of the changing times, it is necessary for LT&T to be UP-TO-DATE 


constantly aware of new developments in the art and of . 
improvements in tools and methods. We are having our first glimpse 


into the mysteries of direct distance dialing as the equipment bays grow 
at Beatrice. Further improvements were noted in selective signaling in- 
stallations for mobile radio units and rural subscribers. A new construction 
truck, with folding type derrick, was introduced in February. An_ innova- 
tion in accounting procedure became effective at the end of the year. 

are growing in number and popularity and 


The Model C booth made its appearance. 
is limited. It costs 


Outdoor public telephones 
16 were added during the year. 
It was desiqned by the company for use where space 
considerably less than the full size booth. 


All departments felt the effect of progress and change to a greater 
or less degree. 


The books closed on a banner year. Operating reve- 
nues “ee fhe biohed in history, being 5.71% above those STATE OF LT&] 


. re balanced by a new record in operating . 
autre whic Glue operating taxes, increased 5.74% during the 
year. Net earnings, however, showed a substantial improvement for 1956. 
Direct taxes on the company’s services totaled $2,802,495 for an average 
of $1.85 per month for every LT&T telephone. Additional financing was 
secured in October through the sale of 6,653 shares of common stock at 
$40 per share. Plans are now being formulated to offer for sale 68,750 
shares of common stock, the proceeds from which will be used to reduce 
temporary bank borrowings amounting to $2,400,000. 


® ® @ 
The summary of ‘56? More employees, with greater skills and higher 


pay, provided broader, better, faster service to more customers than ever 
before. That's the proof of the pudding. It was a good year. 


Telephone girls assist in our first TY pickup. 
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Pointing the way: Customer L. D. dialing will come to Beatrice. 
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The year’s fine achievements are entered on the books of the company. 
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Paperwork 


by Electronics 


One day, in the distant past, a huntsman 
lashed a stone to the end of a stick to produce 
= the first mechanical aid to the way of human life. 
Yaa As the throwing stick extended his arm, so his 
locomotion was later extended by the wheel; his 
vision by optical glass; his voice and hearing by 
the telephone. Tally marks, hieroglyphics and the 
alphabet were designed to support his memory 
and record the thoughts of his mind. Today we 
are on the threshold of an era of the electronic 
brain; a docile genius that selects, calculates 
and reaches decisions with a rapidity that is 
beyond comprehension. Some of our paperwork 
may lend itself to the specialities of electronic 
computers and Mr. Sievers has devoted much time 
and thought to analysis of their probable duties 
and economies if employed by LT&T. His article 
may well foretell the shape of things to come in 


accounting methods of our company. 
——Editor 
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By B. J. Sievers 
Assistant Controller 


Paperwork is currently costing American business $70 
billion annually. In 1910 4% of total labor costs was for 
clerical work; in 1950 this had increased to 13% and is esti- 
mated to amount to nearly 16% at the present time. The 
number of clerical employees has grown four times as fast 
as the number of direct workers. Furthermore, this vast 
paperwork operation is likely to assume even a greater 
proportion of total labor costs as population, government 
and business expand. 


At last machines are being developed which will elimi- 
nate much of the drudgery and time-consuming phases of 
data processing—or paperwork. Few industrial advances 
have received so much publicity and fanfare in such a short 
time as the so-called “Giant Brains” and most people in 
business are fast becoming “computer conscious.” It is quite 
possible that the advancement and application of computers 
will be heralded as one of (and possibly) the most dramatic 
and significant development of the 1950’s. 


The first electronic digital computer was completed in 
1946 and the first applications for this type of “hardware” 
were scientific and mathematical problems. It was not until 
the early 1950's that the practical application of this equip- 
ment to the field of business became a reality. This opened a 
tremendous potential field for these machines and for the first 
time there is a real possibility that the continually increasing 
load of clerical work may not only be lightened but that in- 
formation which was not heretofore possible to obtain wil] be 
made readily available. Computers make it possible to apply 
the principles of Boolian algebra and symbolic logic to busi- 
ness problems and opens up, in its entirety, the vast new field 
of Operations Research techniques. Computations that former- 
ly required two years when performed with desk calculators 
can now be completed in four hours or less. Some idea of 
the almost unlimited capacity of these machines can be ob- 
tained by comparing the relative time required for multi- 
plication. The amount of such work that could be accom- 
plished by a clerk with a pencil in 40 hours, or with a desk 
calculator in 8 hours, would require one minute for a small 
electronic computer and one second for a giant machine. 
Also computers can be and many are operated on a three- 
shift basis. But this tremendous speed, capacity and accuracy 
(equivalent to thousands of people performing clerical work 
all their lives without an error) is not the only advantage of 
electronic equipment. The involved mathematics required 


by many problems become simpler with the availability of 
this “lightning arithmetic” because the involved and intricate 
mathematics used to reduce the excessive amount of arith- 
metic otherwise required is no longer necessary. Solutions 
to the famous “three-body problem” and others not yet 
solved to the complete satisfaction of mathematicians will 
become possible as further advancements are made. It is 
becoming increasingly possible to solve problems which be- 
fore were never attemped because a complete solution would 
require the entire lifetime of a person and his progeny for 
two or three generations. Business is now solving Operations 
Research involving as many as 40 to 60 simultaneous equa- 
tions which formerly were too intricate and expensive to 
undertake. Besides speed and accuracy, computers have 
another outstanding characteristic which is that of mem- 
ory”, sometimes referred to as “random-access storage , 
which can be defined as the storage of symbols representing 
information. There are various devices for this purpose, both 
internal and external, among which are magnetic drums, 
discs, cores, tape cards and storage tubes. Storage capacity 
has been increasing at a tremendous rate and access time 
has been speeded up so that it is expressed in microseconds 
(one-millionth of a second). One computer device has 
stretched its memory to 200 million characters. 


It is now possible to have continuous, instantaneous ac~ 
counting. The new data processing machines with then 
prodigious memory and instant random-access time (‘find- 
ing time”) will in a single step adjust all accounting records 
(inventories, accounts receivable, cash, etc.) after each trans- 
action occurs. Up-to-the minute data is collected, auto- 
matically processed, and recorded in a form suitable for 
quick management decision. This equipment 1s designed to 
eliminate the time lag between transactions and reports. 
Decisions can be based on current information rather than 
historical data. A feature of this equipment is the method 
of “questioning” the machine. Typewriter operators at a 
remote “inquiry station” may “ask” the machine for the 
total amount of an item, such as inventory; or the number 
of a certain stock article on hand. Instantly, the answer ap- 
pears on the typewriter. Only test models of this special 
type equipment have been produced to date and so great 
is the demand that an order placed today might result in 
delivery in two or three years. 


Computers are still in the early development stage and 
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until models are standardized and finalized the full benefits 
of assembly-line production cannot be realized. The large 
computers are still mostly built by hand, although some of 
the smaller and medium sized machines are being produced 
in sufficient volume to qualify as quasi-assembly-line pro- 
duction. On a full assembly-line production basis, costs 
would tend to decrease assuming that labor costs remain 
more or less stable. However, the cost of large computers 
has increased by a factor of 4 or 5 during the past few years 
but their capacity and efficiency have increased by a factor 
of 40,000 to 50,000 during this same period so the functional 
value has increased 10,000 times for each dollar spent for 
this equipment. 

Office automation has not created the fear of unemploy- 
ment that beset factory automation during its early inception. 
Doubtless that is because those fears have proven to be 
groundless and actually caused greater productivity with 
resulting increased pay and a higher standard of living. A 
survey of companies now using electronic data processing 
shows that there has been no loss of employment security. 
There were transfers of workers from a routine now unnec- 
essary to another data processing position made necessary 
by the installation. A company-by-company survey revealed 
“not one case of employee dismissal chargeable to the instal- 
lation of the new office equipment.” All reductions in the 
number of clerical employees were handled in an orderly 
manner through turnover. Also many companies found addi- 
tional applications and demands for clerical reports and 
statistics not before obtainable under their manual system 
which required a greater number of employees than origi- 
nally planned. 

Experience has demonstrated that it is far easier and 
more satisfactory for a company to train its own employees 
for electronic data processing than it is to train an outside 
computer specialist in the company’s business and routines. 
Besides, there is such a tremendous demand for computer 
specialists in all classes that very few are available. One 
other factor which is also present is the rather long period 
elapsing between the time of ordering and receiving a com- 
puter. This is currently 18 to 30 months, depending on the 
size and type of machine, and this interval of time allows 
planning which through the usual employee termination and 
turnover can smooth the transition from human to machine 
cperation. 

The full potentialities of the electronic technique are only 
beginning to become apparent and new applications and 
uses are being discovered daily, some of which are far afield 
from the original concept. For example, this equipment has 


The camera found this group in a recent conference. They are ex- 
ploring the possibilities of employing electronic computers as an aid to 
our growing problem of paperwork. Most of these people are accounting 
section supervisors and staff members. From left: Eunice Bailey, Rose 


been adapted to the translation of foreign language, composi- 
tion of music, determination of odds in betting on baseball 
games, and checker playing. In playing checkers the ma- 
chine can look ahead four moves (the equivalent of consid- 
ering 10,000 possible moves). It will sacrifice two checkers 
in a row to make a triple jump. Actually the computer is a 
“tool” and not a “brain.” It has no magical quality and 
cannot perform any single calculation that cannot be per- 
formed equally well by man but because of its tremendous 
speed it can perform such a vast number of computations 
that answers can now be obtained to involved mathematical 
problems formerly considered unsolvable because of time 
limitations. Someone has to direct the machine by “pro- 
gramming” which is done in mathematical language under- 
stood by the computer. The machine will follow instructions 
implicitly and without question and if the programming is 
incorrect the result will be wrong answers at the rate of 
many thousands a second. A clerical error in an electronic 
system of accounting becomes a major catastrophe. 

In many respects the giant computer resembles a tele- 
phone system. Both consist of many individual “input” and 
“output” stations all interconnected by a vast system of cir- 
cuits and electronic equipment through large central centers. 
In order to transmit or receive information in either system 
it is necessary to establish connection with the proper center 
through the large central units. Telephone dialing is sending 
a series of coded characters over a circuit by means of elec- 
trical pulses and these signals set a number of successive 
switches in the line to establish the desired connection. Tele- 
phone signals have a pulse rate of about ten a second com- 
pared to about a million a second for a calculator. Also, after 
the two centers are connected the computer continues to use 
the same code in sending information back and forth while 
two telephone subscribers transmit their information by 
means of the human voice. 

The big bottleneck in computer use is data input. In spite 
of the tremendous speeds of data processing and output, no 
appreciable progress has been made in the basic problem of 
getting the data compiled and translated into language the 
computer can digest and analyze. A study was made by our 
company in the early part of 1953 to determine the feasibility 
of some form of mechanized or electronic accounting. Our 
present manual ticket system is so efficiently designed in 
utilizing the original data forms on which information is 
reported from the field; e.g., labor and material tickets, that 
when the cost of punching this information into tapes or 


Continued on Page 9 
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Carlson, Helen Pickard, |. J. Devoe, controller, R. H. Spohn, B. J. 
Sievers, assistant controller, Carl S. Ahi, John E. Backstrom, Clara Jones, 
L. A. Connealy, C. M. Lindgren, R. R. Retzlaff, Dewey Nelsen, G. E. Walroth 
of General Commercial, and M. W. Franklin. 
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Architect’s sketch of the proposed David City telephone building 


More New Homes—New Services 


David City and Bennet will swing to Dial. 


Closely following the announcement in the January 
News of new telephone buildings to be erected at Wahoo, 
Clay Center and Bruning, comes word of building programs 
at David City, Bellwood and Bennet. In one instance the 
announcement was nearly overtaken by the completion of 
the job; for new dial equipment already is in operation in 
a newly erected building at Bellwood. It was placed in 
service on the morning of February 26. Here the older dial 
system was equipped for 92 lines and has been in operation 
since 1946. Subsequently the number of telephones in the 
exchange has increased from 181 to 224. The new system is 


equipped with 120 lines and has an ulti 
200 lines. ultimate capacity of 


A full-selective ringing system was installed so that rural 
subscribers will no longer hear the rings of incoming calls 
for other parties on the line. They now have a Single ring 
like town subscribers and not a series of long and short 
rings as before. Bellwood subscribers retain the same num- 
bering system of four digits although it was necessary to 
change subscriber numbers because of growth requirements 
and the new selective ringing. 


_Construction of a new $335,000 dial telephone system 
will begin in a few weeks at David City. The contract for 
the new building is scheduled to be let this month. It will 
be located one block south of the present office on property 
recently purchased from Peter N. Schlentz, father of L. P 
Schlentz of the general commercial department. Three struc- 
tures—the Schlentz home, a cement block building and a 


barn —already have been dismantled and removed from 
the site. 


The new office building, a one-story structure, will be 
of masonry construction, faced with red rancho ‘brick of 
the type used in the buildings at Beatrice and Ashland. It 
is scheduled for completion this fall and the installation 
of dial equipment will begin soon afterward. 


Telephone numbers in the new exchange will have 
seven digits, conforming to the national “2-5” numbering 
scheme which some day will be prevalent throughout the 
United States and Canada. It is an essential step in the na- 
tional toll dialing project whereby subscribers will dial 
their own station-to-station long distance calls. This system 
will be placed partially in effect at David City with the cut- 


New building and equipment at Bellwood 


over to the new equipment. Subscribers there will be able 
to dial direct to telephones at Lincoln, Omaha, and other 
exchanges serving some 250,000 subscribers in southeast 
Nebraska as far west as Hastings. It will be the third ex- 
change of this nature in the state; those at Beatrice and 
Wahoo preceding it when they are cut into service. 


Calls made by direct distance dialing will be recorded 
and timed automatically. Operators will continue to handle 
person-to-person calls, collect calls, and others requiring 
operator assistance. 


Prior to the conversion all telephones at David City and 
adjacent rural areas will, of course, be changed to dial 
instruments. Long distance circuits from David City to 
Lincoln will be increased from four to ten. The new system 
will serve about 1,300 telephones at the time of conversion, 
although the building will be engineered for growth to 
accommodate double this number of subscribers. 


A new modern dial telephone system at Bennet will be in 
operation within the next two or three months according 
to plans announced by A. B. Waters, district commercial 
manager, on January 31. 


Part of the equipment already is on location and being 
installed in the new building located north of the present 
office. Construction crews are at work rebuilding and ex- 
tending the distribution plant system for both town and 
farm lines. 


The gross cost of the Bennet improvement and conversion 
will approximate $50,000. Much of this will be spent for 
the dial central office equipment which will have a capacity 
of 200 lines as compared with 113 lines presently in service. 
Telephones there have increased 22% since 1946 and further 
growth is anticipated. Bennet now has 291 telephones of 
which 150 are rural. The latter will have full selective 
ringing for rural subscribers when the change is made to 
dial operation. 


Thus, in the first two months of the new year, plans 
have been publicly announced for new buildings and plant 
modernization at six company exchanges and there are 
more to come in the immediate offing. Without a doubt 1957 
is well on its way to a new record for activities in this 
field. 
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For Sincere, Courteous, Helpful Service’ 
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™ Certificate of Merit 


awarded to 


extended to the customer 
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This recognition is extended to you by 


NATIONAL SALES EXECUTIVES 
for building Consumer Good Will and maintaining 
the high standards of the selling profession 


Chairman of the Board President 


Senne Ran Cand ase Can 


Helen Cuba, Lincoln Traffic, received ization’s merit award by reason of her 


Miss Cuba (left) receives the award from Melba Richards, chief operator, 
and L. W. Cleveland, general traffic superintendent. 


It speaks well for Helen that she 


a surprise award March 1 asa result of courtesy, salesmanship, and apparent doesn’t remember clearly the mechanics 


a nice bit of telephone sleuthing in 
tracking down a party for an appre- 
ciative customer. The latter was Nor- 
man Prucha, of Carpenter Paper Com- 


desire to please the customer: the three Of this particular call. The customer 
ingredients for nomination. Through “*S ° the line and heard her begin 


his recommendation the Certificate of 


the search for the party at St. Louis, 
back to Omaha, then to a hotel where 


pany, a member of the National Sales Merit was approved and forwarded to she was referred to several different 
Executives, who decided that Miss the company for presentation to Miss telephones and finally found the party 


Cuba’s efforts qualified for that organ- Cuba. 


Pp 


Goed Advice To Young America 


Probably we do not give our younger generation due 
credit. They have their telephone problems the same as 
their elders for, like the flea poem, “they, in turn, have 
smaller fleas to bite ’em.” 


Nancy, pictured in a favorite telephone posture. 


Nancy Brown, a reporting staff member of the Irving 
News, a monthly newspaper published by pupils of Irving 
Junior High School at Lincoln, directs an admonition on 
telephone usage to her young readers in the January issue. 
“Let’s try a bit harder to be more considerate of others’ 
telephone rights,” says Nancy in her editorial, which has 
the flavor of being drawn from sad experience. The article, 
in Nancy’s own handwriting, follows: 


at a meeting. 
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Service Anniversaries 


old 


L. C. Williams 
Stromsburg 
35 Years 


Mina Jorgensen 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


Ai YEARS G. P. Barney, H. G. Peachman, 


Lincoln. 


39 YEARS L. G. Saunders, Lincoln. 


38 YEARS H. S. Knudson, Lincoln: L. W. 
Winscot, David City. 


37 YEARS F. J. Bettenhausen, Lincoln. 


36 YEARS Dorothy Lefler, Lincoln; Frank 
Nevitt, Beatrice. 


35 YEARS L. C. Williams, Stromsburg. 
34 YEARS H. W. Cane, Lincoln. 
31 YEARS D. C. Gilmore, Lincoln. 


30 YEARS Mina Jorgensen, Lincoln; Vivian 
Kinghorn, Auburn. 


29 YEARS H. W. Stroup, Lincoln. 
28 YEARS Paul Wilkinson, Lincoln. 
27 YEARS Alice Peters, York. 
26 YEARS L. T. Piper, York. 


23 YEARS \. F. Grant, Lincoln, J. H. 
Roland, Tecumseh. 


18 YEARS Opal Allison, Juanita 


Lincoln; Frances Erwin, Fairbury. 


16 YEARS Dea Hays, York; Dorothea Heck- 


man, Lincoln. 


15 YEARS Wilhelmine Sanmann. 


he reas 
Archie Stansbury, Beatrice. 
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Wilhelmine Sanmann W. W. Harrington 
York Tecumseh 
15 Years 10 Years 


Vivian Kinghorn 
Auburn 
30 Years 


A. E. Stansbury 
Beatrice 
15 Years 


14 YEARS Lola Hetherington, Lincoln: Anna- 
belle Stocker, Fairbury. 


13 YEARS Anna Menninga, Beatrice. 
12 YEARS Lulu Brockie, Wymore. 


11 YEARS Bertha Anderson, Superior: Nor- 
ma Dettmer, Syracuse: Ralph Hromadka, 
Hastings; Marguerite Tenn, York: Max 
Jenkins, Lincoln; Kathryn Widick, Beatrice. 


10 YEARS W. W.. Harrington, Tecumseh; 
R. C. Hawkins, Chris Lyberis, Lincoln. 


9 YEARS Eunice Applegate, Weeping Wa- 
ter; Frances Marolf, Hebron: H. W. Robin- 
ette, V. P. Spears, Lincoln; Betty Steele, 
Crete; Elaine Teten, Nebraska City. 


8 YEARS Zelda Edwards, Wymore: Helen 
Eis, Syracuse: G. W. Heikes, Beatrice; J. A. 
Krhounek, K. E. Versaw, D. E. Williams, 
Lincoln. 


6 YEARS Dorothy Appleman, Blanche Buel, 
John F. Drake, L. J. Powell, Lincoln; F. H. 
Arvanette, Jr.. Hastings; D. L. McCoy, Te- 
cumseh; June Moore, York. 


5 YEARS Dale Bollman, Superior; R. A. 
Childs, Laurence Connealy, R. H. Greb, M. 
O. Ifland, Lincoln; Irene Thies, Rosalie Wit- 
kowski, Beatrice; Betty Ladwig, David City. 


R. CC. Hawkins 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Chris Lyberis 
Lincoln 
10 Years 
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Alfred R. Fritz, 1903-1957 


The death of Al- 
fred R. Fritz, long a 
member of the con- 
struction depart- 
ment forces, oc- 
curred on Friday, 
March 1, following 
a short, severe ill- 
ness. Although he 
had not been feel- 
ing well and was 
under the care of a 
physician for several weeks, he was on 
the job the day before his entry into 
the hospital on January 22. There his 
condition improved for a time and it 
was thought he could return home, but 
late in February he suffered a collapse, 
and afterward his condition steadily 
worsened. 

Mr. Fritz was born at Talmage in 
May 1903. It was there he began his 
telephone career in April 1922 as night 
operator, a job he held for more than 
three years when an opportunity came 
for employment at Nebraska City in a 
plant crew. He had scarcely begun his 
new labors as exchange groundman 
when a reduction of plant forces tem- 
porarily halted his career. It was the 
first of many lay-offs that would occur 
as Mr. Fritz gained a foothold as a 
regular employee through experience 
and seniority. Four times during the 
Depression years he was on and off the 
payroll as lineman in the construction 
department, At last, in November 1935, 
he returned to begin an unbroken chain 
of service, the accumulation of which 
totals more than 31 years. 


Mr. Fritz had lived in Lincoln for 
the past 14 years and was a member of 
the American Lutheran Church and the 
Frank H. Woods chapter of telephone 
pioneers. Survivors include his wife and 
daughter, to whom the News extends 
condolences on behalf of the company 
and its employees. 


A Nofe of Thanks 

Since we can’t thank each one separately, we 
take this means of thanking each of you for 
all the help you gave us during Mr. Fritz’s 
ilIness and death. You are a grand family of 
people and it is a comfort to know that he was 
one of you. 

Words on paper just don’t say what we feel, 
but we deeply appreciate everything that was 
done and thank each one of you. 

May God bless all of you. 

Sincerely 


Mrs. A. R. Fritz and RoJean 


A. R. Fritz 


Paperwork By Electronics — (From Page 5) 


cards (with subsequent verification) was taken in account 
no appreciable dollar savings could be shown at that time. 
Because of the revolutionary developments in office automa- 
tion equipment since 1953 and the introduction of auto- 
matically punched tape into our accounting routine by means 
of the Distance Dialing Automatic Ticket Printer and the 
Automatic Graphotype, it was decided to take another look 
at the possibility of applying electronic data processing to 
at least a portion of our clerical work. This study is pres- 
ently under way and all phases are being examined. Much 
information has to be collected regarding work loads, work 
sequencing and standardization of procedures. 


Obviously a company of our size does not have sufficient 
computing requirements to justify a large computer. But 
the survey now under way will include an examination of 
this company’s clerical requirements with reference to a 
small or medium sized computer as well as a punch card 
installation. 

It may be that our study will disclose that our operations 
can be converted to computer input material in our office 
which can be processed in a service bureau center. All pos- 
sibilities and alternatives are being explored. One phase 
which will receive much consideration is the use of this 
company’s wire facilities in the transmission and introduc- 
tion of data processing information directly into the com- 
puter. Wire transmission of data processing material offers 
tremendous possibilities and an additional field for the use 
of telephone facilities. 

Two conditions are necessary to insure the success of a 
computer installation: (1) the company must have sufficient 
volume of repetitive clerical work, and (2) intelligent prep- 
aration must have been made for its use. 

Anything that is strictly routine, which does not vary 
markedly from a fixed pattern, offers automation prospects 
in the manufacture of either products or accounting reports. 
Automation in the office will come from a concept of work 
erganization which reduces clerical operations in so far as 
possible to standard pre-set patterns so that the method 
referred to in factories as “assembly-line production” can 
be applied in some degree to the production of statistics and 
reports. Certain operations will permit a flow uninterrupted 
by human intervention or control and the degree to which 
this is possible measures the extent to which integrated data 
processing automation is feasible. 

In spite of the tremendous strides made in the first decade 
of electronic data processing, it is still in its infancy and 
greater and more spectacular and exciting improvements are 
being planned and developed. 


Plans are already under way for a General-Purpose Com- 
puter from 100 to 200 times faster than any equipment in 
existence today. This electronic calculator will handle mul- 
tiplication work involving 12 to 15 digit numbers at the rate 
of over 500,000 a second and comparable additions at about 
2,000,000 per second. The human mind is unable to compre- 
hend such stupendous speed and may question its necessity. 
In order to expand our knowledge of reactors and other 
complicated apparatus, especially those in the atomic and 
ballistics fields, we must be able to solve problems involving 
as many as one hundred billion arithmetical operations to 
make a single valuation. The solution to such a problem 
(formerly not obtainable) and even today requiring six 
months on a present-day electronic computer is expected to 
require about a day on this advanced calculator, which is 
referred to as OPERATION STRETCH and is planned for 
installation at Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory. The great 
technical advances of today and those which will come in 
the future have greatly stimulated the development of such 
calculators. 

Much thought is being given to solving the data-flow 
problem—speeding up the data input. One company is de- 
veloping a “printed tape” as an alternative to punched and 
magnetic tape. This tape would be coded with printed dots; 
is more compact than punched tape; and would be read by 
a photoelectric cell. Many other sensing or perception de- 
vices are being tested as a means of eliminating the one 
major remaining human bottleneck of data input. Among 
some of the ideas under consideration are those of “docu- 
ment sensing” and “character sensing” which are further 
developments of the present punched card mark-sensing; 
an optical sensing device using a microfilming process for 
transferring the information into the machine; and an audio 
method of computer input which is being developed by the 
Bell Telephone Laboratories. There are predictions of 
eventual reading of handwritten documents by the machine 
for input information. 

Some startling innovations are also under consideration 
in the realm of memory and information storage. Engineers 
of one company are at work on a machine that puts a fluo- 
rescent invisible code on a piece of paper. Conventional 
work and material reports could be coded without obliter- 
ating the writing on them and could then be “read” under 
special lights by the electronic accounting machine. Serious 
consideration is also being given to the storage of digits for 
memory purposes on atoms and from that point it is only 
one more step to the use of neutrons and protons for this 
purpose. Who knows what the second decade of automation 
will bring forth—probably the buttons will be pushing 
themselves! 


Promotions, Transfers and Title Changes 


Accounting 
Elaine Soukup, clerk-typist, Supply, to ma- 


chine operator. Plant 
Carl Bauman, groundman to splicer’s helper = goin. 
(Construction), Lincoln. 
Sylvia Hoaglin, advanced clerical to secre- 


Commercial 
Marlene Wait, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 


tary, Supply. 
helper, Hastings. 


switchman, Beatrice. 


man, Supply. 
J. L. Summers, 


to Lincoln, 


Engineering 
Jerry Schrepf, clerk, Supply, to draftsman. York. 


L. W. Jungert, groundman to _= splicer’s ESSA 
F. O. Jurgens, lineman (Construction) to 


Dean Kissinger, groundman (exchange) to 
lineman (Construction), 
E. O. Lytle, lineman (Construction) to shop- 


lineman (Construction), 
York, to construction foreman, Hebron. 
R. E. White, construction foreman, Hebron 


Traffic g 
Janice Collins, operator to service assis- - 


Alice Lind, operator to service assistant, 
Barbara Streich, operator, Wahoo to Lin- 


Marlene Thompson, clerk, Lincoln Com- 
mercial to stenographer, General Traffic. 


Tecumseh. 


a om tant, Syracuse. a Be 
J. L. Summers Janice Collins Geraldine Hatcher, operator to service as- - ; ae i 
Construction Foreman Service sistant, Hastings. Geraldine Hatcher Alice Lind 
Hebron Assistant Delores Kuenning, service assistant, Syra- Service Assistant Service Assistant 
Syracuse cuse, to operator, Plattsmouth. Hastings York 
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Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Our Cover 


In the lazy warmth of spring, the 
rural areas of our territory display the 
harvest of one of Nebraska’s finest 
winter crops in scenes such as this. 
Long a stabilizing and governing force 
in the economy of successful farming, 
our pig production becomes more and 
more important in times of field crop 
restriction. Upward of half a million 
sows farrow on Nebraska farms in a 
normal spring and a third of that num- 
ber in the fall. The litters, measured 
in “pigs saved,” produce between four 
and five million squealing youngsters, 
such as these, who return a multi-mil- 
lion dollar premium to farmers each 
year when they go to market. 

But the butcher’s block doesn’t cast a 
shadow over the lives of our small 
porkers. Right now they are interested 
in rooting and romping and perhaps 
finding a tiny hole in the fence. Don't 
waste sympathy on them. Their short 
life is a merry one. 

The picture was taken by Louis C. 
Williams, a professional photographer, 
who has supplied several front covers 
for the News. 


What Is Your Question? 


Realizing that it is a major function of 
the News to provide information about 
the company and its employees and 
that even the most ambitious attempt 
to cover the broad field of interest is 
something less than ideal, we again 
wish to call attention to the means by 
which any employee may receive an 
answer to his questions concerning 
company operations, organization, fi- 
nances, policies and practices through 
the columns of the News. 


Some months ago M. M. Hale, vice 


president, consented to act as receiver 
of the questions and will direct them to 
qualified management personnel for 
the preparation of answers. The ques- 
tions need not be signed, although it 
will be helpful in preparing the answers 
if the employee’s department and ex- 
change are identified. 

The form below is for your use. 
Questions and answers of broad inter- 
est will be published as soon as pos- 
sible. 


M. M. Hale, Vice President, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


This Is My Question 


“Lend Me Your Ears’ 


It’s really too bad that more plant personnel couldn’t have been present to hear one of G. P. Bar- 
ney’s finest orations as he pinned a thirty-year emblem to the lapel of E. H. Royce on February 12. Mr. 
Barney had studied into the wee hours of the night before, polishing his “few remarks” and selecting 
adjectives of iust the right shade of meaning to do justice to the fine telephone career of our new 
supervisor of supplies. A group of Ernie’s old friends (most of them out of camera range) declared it 
was one of the finest presentation speeches they had ever heard. In the picture, from left: G. P. Barney, 
general plant superintendent; E. H. Royce, supervisor of supplies; A. W. Holcomb, who we understand 


is still supervisor of construction. 
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Mobile Radio Changes For Better 


A distinct Improvement in mobile radio service was 


effected February 1 with the cutover to new equipment, 
all of which now is centralized at the 15th and M building 


at Lincoln. 


All subscriber units previously had been replaced with 
new and compact units of less than half the bulk of the 
former type. The old highway and urban transmitter an- 
tennas have been removed from the Sharp building in down- 
town Lincoln and the receiving antenna removed from the 
building at Union College. The range for urban service has 
been expanded and that of highway service eliminated. Both 


from the vehicle. 


Oliver Hoffman, toll equipment foreman, discusses the new order in 
mobile radio service with John Loudenback, radioman. 


transmitting and receiving antennas now are mounted on 
the microwave tower above the 15th & M building. 
Selective signaling is employed in the new system so 
that the user no longer needs to be alert to all incoming 
calls as only his own signal will be heard if a call is di- 
rected to his vehicle. Facilities also are available for loud- 
tone horn signaling if the customer must be at some distance 


The task of replacing the units and installing the equip- 
ment has been in progress several months and was per- 
formed mainly by radio specialists Oliver Hoffman, toll 
equipment foreman, John Loudenback and Wallace Gake. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association in February 1957: 


Primary Members: D. E. Nelson, Account- 
ing, $15.00; P. H. Henson, Engineering, $10.00; 
Marie Jackson, Engineering, $453.50; K. E. 
Johnson, Engineering, $20.00; Marian Lanning, 
Engineering, $10.00; W. J. Leitgeb, Engineering, 
$18.50; Patricia Hardesty, General Commercial, 
$5.00; R. L. Ahl, Lincoln Plant, $37.00; A. J. 
Cox, Lincoln Plant, $696.00; W. L. Gake, Lin- 
coln Plant, $25.00; E. C. Kleckner, Lincoln 
Plant, $574.00; D. R. Nielsen, Construction, 
$75.25; J. H. Tice, Construction, $180.05; C. J. 
Crew, Geneva Non-Functional, $32.50; Beatrice 
Rohrer, Hastings Non-Functional, $33.00; G. W. 
Heikes, Beatrice Plant, $28.00; A. F. Smetak, 
David City Plant, $30.00; C. E. Hedstrom, Has- 
tings Plant, $25.00; H. E. Olsen, Lincoln Plant, 
$10.00; W. H. Spurlock, Pension, $122.50; 
L. A. Stacy, Pension, $14.00; Frances Slater, 
Auburn Traffic, $74.25; Belva White, Has- 
tings Traffic, $15.00; Grace Kissinger, Lincoln 
Traffic, $490.50; Margaret Remmers, Lincoln 
Traffic, $35.00; Cecile Simons, Lincoln Traf- 
fic, $396.50; Lorraine Steckley, Nebraska City 
Traffic, $95.30; Ethel Daharsh, Wahoo Traffic, 
$10.00; Mary Ann Christensen, York Traffic, 

Dependent Members: Lincoln: Cathy Clif- 
ford, $67.50: Pamela Conners, $15.00; Mrs. 
Harvey Gesch, $16.00; Rhonda Hibbert, $86.45; 
Mrs. J. M. Hobson, $77.75; Mrs. R. L. Hohn- 
stein, $217.50; Mrs. J. M. Isley, $25.00; Mrs. 
Rex King, $10.00: Mrs. R. E. Mills, $15.00; 
Mrs. W. D. Quinn, $187.50; Pamela Ritchey, 
$88.05; Nancy Schneider, $100.20; Mrs. C. W. 
Semple, $74.65; Mrs. R. C. Trouba, Jr., $384.00; 
Mrs. T. E. Longdon, Fairbury, $10.00; Mrs. 
H. W. Tubbs, Hastings, $135.95. 


Author 


We welcome into the editorial field 
George P. Barney, general plant super- 
intendent, whose five-page article, 
“Properly Designed Trucks Make Con- 
struction Job Easier and More Effi- 
cient,” appeared in the February 2 
issue of Telephony. The story was 
based on a paper prepared for the plant 


the need of power equipment and 
proper material in the economical work- 
ing of outside plant. 


. 
4 
Tees ~~ 
. “ 
2 » ne SS 


. 4 pose: aR 
The camera, on its rounds, found Charles J. 
Ritchey surrounded by banks and bays in the 
2-Office switchroom at Lincoln. 
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Live On a Hill! 


Do you know how to park your car 
safely on a hill? There are three pre- 
cautions that should always be taken to 
prevent the car from rolling away and 
causing an accident. First, set your 
handbrake firmly and be sure that it 
holds; second, put the car in gear— 
reverse if heading down, low or “drive” 
position if heading up; third, if at a 
curb turn your front wheels solidly 
against it—if on an open road play it 
safe and block the downhill wheel with 
a stone. 


Blessed Events 


Richard and Doris Hardt welcomed the 
arrival of Sandra Kay on January 27. Doris 
is on leave from Lincoln Traffic. 

Robert and Patricia Lange aptly named 
their new bundle of joy, Kathleen Joy. She 
was born February 17. Patricia is on leave 
from Lincoln Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Moore of Stromsburg 
are the happy parents of a baby girl, Cindy 
Lou, born February 8. June is on leave 
from York Commercial. 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Sorenson are the 
proud parents of a boy, Randy Lee, born 
February 21. Melvin is a combinationman 
at Wahoo. 


Big Turnout af Pioneer Stag 


This much may be said of our boy pioneers: they will turn out in droves if the occasion is to their 
liking. In what is said to be the largest assembly in the history of pioneer stag parties, 72 
members crowded the Legionnaire Club at Lincoln to join the fun at an Old Fashioned Buffet and 


Lamb Fry. 


The gathering was held Friday, February 1, and was thoroughly enjoyed by all, notwithstanding 
the fact that it was a “no program” event. The boys are getting quite proficient at making up their 
own agenda as they go along; so a formal program, if any, sometimes gets lost in the shuffle. 

Our camerman took several pictures of the festivities, most of which show more people than 
the one above, but this one, we think, captures the spirit of the occasion best of all. The happy war- 
riors in the foreground are “Murph” Martin, Lincoln Plant, retired; Jim Dudgeon, Hastings Commercial; 


and Joy Dobbs, Construction, retired. 


Merchandising in 1957 


The reception of responsibility by 
employees for the building of better 
service to our customers as evidenced 
by their participation in the 4-56 Club 
will stand as one of the most gratifying 
experiences of 1956. 

We have learned that many jobs 
provide opportunities for extending our 
services and that selling should and 
could be done by offering a needed serv- 
ice in a friendly and sincere manner. 

With this experience behind us, a 
new approach is designed for our sales 
efforts for 1957. Our goal is directed 
toward a market which has almost un- 
limited possibilities—the sale of exten- 
sion telephones and colored sets. 

The goal is set at a 15% net increase 
in extension telephones and the sale of 
2,000 colored sets. The element of com- 
petition enters through the fact that the 
goals or quotas are established on an 
area basis, which will provide equal 
opportunities for all areas, large or 
small. Sales meetings have been under 
way throughout the territory in which 
W. D. (Bill) Quinn, sales supervisor, 
has supplied the mechanics of the pro- 
gram to area personnel. As the goals are 
set up on the basis of net gain, it will 
be necessary for our folk to concentrate 
both on extension sales and “saves,” as 
every extension saved from removal will 
count as heavily toward the goal as a 
new installation. 


Happiness Ahead 


On February 16, Deloris Bolejack, Auburn 
Traffic. became the bride of Leonard West 
at the Christian Church in Nemaha. 


The marriage of Patricia Britt to Richard 
Lee took place January 25 at the Wymore 
Christian Church. Patricia is employed in 
Lincoln Traffic. 


JoAnn Coatney, Auburn Traffic, and Don 
Rohrs were united in marriage February 2 at 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Auburn. 


Donna Ehmen, Beatrice Traffic, and 
Wayne Pauley were married February 3 at 


the Christ Lutheran Church in Beatrice. They 


will reside in Grandview, Washington. 


Connie Keyt, Beatrice Traffic, became the 
bride of Daniel Hevelone in a ceremony 
nerformed at the First Christian Church in 
Beatrice on February 2. 


Joyann Krieger, General Traffic, became 
the bride of Thomas Worster in a ceremony 
performed at Calvary Lutheran Church, Lin- 
coln, March 8, at 7:00 P.M. 


Evelyn Theesen of Lincoln Traffic be- 
came the bride of Ordean Dravland in a 
ceremony performed at the First St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Hastings on February 
10. Thev had a week’s honeymoon at Bot- 
tineau, North Dakota. 


"Headlines 


James Dudgeon has been appointed 
to direct the 1957 Red Cross fund drive 
in the special groups division at Hast- 
ings. 

George Eggleston was elected to a 
two-year term on the board of directors 
of the Auburn Rotary Club. 
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Speaking of Bowlers 


Company bowlers have reached their 
“homestretch” form, as attested by the 
weekly report of the personnel depart- 
ment. More and more series scores in 
the 500 bracket are being turned in by 
the men, and occasionally by the ladies, 
too. Norma Somerheiser, Accounting, 
recently rolled a 557 in the gals’ league, 
which included a 212 game. 

People are still talking of the au- 
dacity of Ken Boshart, who rolled seven 
straight strikes at the start of one of 
his doubles games in the Lincoln city 
tournament, winding up with a 244 
game, best in his career. Sad to say, he 
did not continue the good work and 
was not in contention for the big money 
prizes. 

Marlene Wait, of Lincoln Commer- 
cial, for a while clung to second place 
in singles in the women’s state tourna- 
ment at Columbus. With a 125 average 
she rolled a 491 which, with her 90-pin 
handicap, gave her credit for a 581 
series. 

The team to beat—and who seldom 
oblige—in the Lincoln men’s league is 
the Commercial aggregation, currently 
traveling at a .737 percentage clip and 
pacing the field by a margin of 1514 
games over the second place team. The 
handicap system has worked in favor 
of the team, as several of its members 
started the season with abysmal aver- 
ages, and have been fattening them 
weekly as the season progressed. 


Journey's End 


David Boshart, father of Kenneth Boshart, 
General Commercial, passed away February 
28. Services were held March 2 at the 
Evangelical United Brethren Church in Mil- 
ford, with burial in the Milford Cemetery. 

Bogle H. Duncan, father of Dorothy 
Palmer, Lincoln Traffic, died February 6 at 
Princeton, West Virginia. 


‘‘“A good thing to remember in these 
days of all kinds of ‘federal aids’ is that 
the federal government hasn’t got a 
dime that it doesn’t take away from the 
people. So it can't give anything to a 
school system, building programs, coun- 
ty welfare, flood control, crop surpluses 
or anything else without first having 
taken it away from the people.” 


Telephony 


Death of 0. A. Nelson 


Olaf Albert Nelson, combinationman 
of Lincoln Plant, was stricken suddenly 
with a heart ailment while at work on 
February 21, and life had passed before 
his helper, Wallace Weber, could reach 

at his side. The men 
had been transfer- 
ring drops from 
temporary to perma- 
nent poles in north- 
east Lincoln, and 
both were on the 
ground, preparing 
to remove the un- 
used poles when the 
attack occurred. 

“O. A.” was do- 
ing the work he loved for he was an 
outside plant man by profession and 
choice. Long ago he expressed a pref- 
erence for pole and line work, tree 
trimming and maintenance, as opposed 
to subset installation and trouble clear- 
ing. Nearly a quarter century spent as 
a construction lineman led to this type 
of work as his specialty and there were 
none who could do it better. 

Yet it is hard to believe that death 
should claim so quickly one who has 
seldom shown signs of sickness; scarcely 
so much as a common cold. Except for 
a short period of time some 14 years 
ago, there is no entry on his service 
record to indicate that he had ever been 
off the job because of sickness. But 
Olaf, himself, knew of his precarious 
health situation, though he would not 
mention it, possibly for fear that it 
might lead to his being transferred from 
the type of work he knew and per- 
formed so well. 

Mr. Nelson was a quiet man—and 
kindly; strong in his religious convic- 
tions and completely submerged in de- 
votion to his family, his home and 
his work. He was born at Cadillac, 
Michigan, October 10, 1895, and had 
been a resident of Lincoln 37 years, 
more than 34 of which he served as 
a member of the LT&T family. He was 
employed by the construction depart- 
ment as groundman and lineman from 
December 1922 to March 1948 when 
he transferred to Lincoln Plant as com- 
binationman. 

Funeral services were held at First 
Methodist Church, Lincoln, of which 
he was a member, on February 25. Sur- 
vivors include Mrs. Nelson, a daughter, 
a son and five grandchildren. 
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O. A. Nelson 


They Learned About Selling 


Fourteen LT&T men, mainly commercialites, attended a two-niqht course in modern salesman- 
ship sponsored by the Lincoln Sales Executives Club. Called the ‘’TELE-SELL Spectacular,” the meetings 
were held on successive Tuesday nights, February 26 and March 5, at the Omaha Auditorium. This 
was one of the 25 points in the country where meetings were conducted simultaneously. It is esti- 
mated that 20,000 salesmen were assembled on a nationwide basis to view the program. 


Twelve of America’s most successful sales executives apneared at the meetings by the medium 
and miracle of closed circuit television to unfold their views and secrets of successful selling. A giant 
sized screen brought them before the audience in a live telecast. In the picture above, the company 
personnel are about to board the chartered bus for the journey to Omaha. Left to right: A. B. Gorman, 
R. B. Hobson, G.W. Hancock, Tyler Rvan, W.D. Quinn, L. J. Powell, C. A. Eggerss, R. N. Brendle, W. M. 
Sherman, B. M. Wedgwood, Bedric Wanek, Jack Caldwell, W. R. Huddleston, F. D. Hamilton. Some- 
where amona the number are members of a short-lived euartette which was organized, activated and 


disbanded, all on the bus ride home. 


New Employees 


Accounting 
Marilynn Burchess .......... Moch Opts) scccscccce: 2-18 
Joan Grass (P.T.) ....--..---- DAGCA Oi.) Sood ncckies 2- 8 
CSIORIY RUN: Nevenccaceectexciee MOCK: ODT 6 ~ cuicceseoxeces 2-18 
Barbora Schmidt. ........:... PNCICH:.. NODT. accaancs 2-11 

Commercial 
Sophia Gekas .................- Cierk, Lincoin ........ 1-21 
Mariivn HOW -scaceck cose Steno, Gen‘l Com’l....2- 4 
Janice Scharton (P.T.)....Clerk, Lincoln -......... 1-28 
Virginia. Wurte ctnciuscon Clerk, Linealit -ccccce. 2-11 

Engineering 
Ralph Steward ............-.-- PGT Stil) issn 2-14 

Plant 
Gerald Bosak ..............-... Gdmn., Lincoln ........ 2-11) 
Donald Hamel ................ Gdmn., Lincoln ........ 2-18 
Willard Lindburg ............ SCs YORK escent 1-28 
Ernest Shoemaker .......... Gdmn., Lincoln ........ 2- 4 
James Taylor (P.T.) ...... Janitor, Lincoln oy ny fe 
Leonard Voet ..................Gdmn., Beatrice ...... 2- 5 
George White .................. Gdmn., Lincoln ........ 2-12 
Traffic 
Janice Anderson ............ Oper... LiIncoltt: ssncecc: 2-11 
Darlene Baumert ............ Dor LARC: wiesscesxs 2-11 
Kathleen Carey” ............ Opr.,: LINCO: wcckeeotew 1-20 
JOYCE. BIS. ssacseacetsessatndscneent Opr.,. SYfaCUSE <..:....-. 2-18 
Nan Gerdes”* ..............--.. Oty “EIPCGIN > sexsveneensis 2-11 
Louise Holloway .........-.... Oor., .LInGGlt <:.:.22.-.- 2-11 
Donna. Hotovy* ..s.<.::<<0 Opr., SOWOIG sisccsia 2-12 
PANG: JORRSON, sicscotiveceies Opr., Beatrice .......... 2- 5 
Elizabeth Keith .............. Opr., Hastings. ..:...- 1-28 
DORN KIND: eicicsatteccoacst Opr., Beatrice .......... 2-18 
Goldie Kirkpatrick ~......... Oor.,;. York: .cnne2eNl 
Beatrix ROAM». .2ccccccsscosses,. Oor., Crete si iccins 2- 4 
Shirley Krautheim .......... Clerk-Typist ~.-.-.-..... 1-29 
Gen’! Traf. 

PEGS VAIN: 25 acnaiseomecicaesae: Opr.,; Wahoo <.22.0. 1-2] 
Evelyn Meyer .........-..---- Oor.,. Lincoln: .s.-<2.-.-. 2-11 
Sharon Moser siccescces-2--- Opr., WONG secrnsescnse 2-11 
Kathryn Owens® .............- Opr., WANG ccexcconcnvi 2- 4 
Delphadonne Parde ........ Oor., BeGiTICe: icc. 2-18 
Shirley Pavlish -.........:+-. Dor... Grete: sececesece 1-2] 
SHGFOn  PISrsOlt. <cc.nassecosacss Opry: VOUS tescronedt 2-11 
Betty: REG snccccasivctvemectsprsy LINCOM: 220c 62352: 2-11 
AITO SMEMeCts ssid. scctnccse Oot; WaNOG: «c.cce<ce 1-28 
Margaret Soucek ............ Oor., LieOtN avscaccss: 2-11 
Shirley Walker ..............-. Opr., Beatrice ......... 1-28 
Betty  WeDErr » scsseeteceseennss Opr.; AUBUIA: ssc. 2-18 
Eleanor Wilken. ............. Opry Wincolry pec 2-11 
Doninid. “YOUNG”: -s.cesssacseces Opr., Hastings -...----- 2- 8 


* Re-employed 


Pioneers Vote Representation 


In a special balloting held by mail, the 
membership of the Frank H. Woods 
pioneer chapter endorsed a_ proposed 
amendment to the bylaws allowing the 
chapter to send official representatives 
to the annual national meeting which 
usually is held at Chicago in the fall. 
Under the provisions of the new by- 
law, the president and secretary of the 
chapter are designated representatives 
and if either or both are unable to at- 
tend the meeting the executive board 
may elect alternates from their own 
body with power of proxy. 

Funds will be provided from the 
chapter treasury to cover transportation, 
lodging, registration fees and admission 
to the national banquet. 

Many members feel that official rep- 
resentation of the local chapter at the 
national meeting will benefit both levels 
of the organization and that mutual 
problems can be thereby more readily 
resolved. 

Pioneers already are marking their 
calendars for two big coming events: 
the pioneer luncheon sponsored jointly 
by the Frank H, Woods and Casper E. 
Yost chapters which will be held at 
Hotel, Lincoln, on 
April 24, and the annual chapter ban- 
quet, also to be at the Cornhusker on 


i 
the Cornhusker 


the evening of June 8. 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS | 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen & Norma Jean Dettmer 


The word “fishing” is beginning to be 
heard around the office, so we feel spring 
is not too far off and that makes Adele 
Ganzel very happy because that gal really 
likes to fish We are glad to have 
Gladys Parker, Lorraine Steckly, and Deroy 
Helfer back with us after their illness 
We say thanks to the traffic department for 
lending us Bernice West during the absence 
of Gladys Parker in Commercial . . . Mary 
Lou Rains is on the recuperating list after an 
operation Don’t know who has had 
the most fun, Al Letellier and grandson or 
Betty Christensen and son, with the tele- 
phones they purchased during the change of 
equipment at Dunbar. Every youngster that 
comes to their home is escorted into the 
room where it is hung upon the wall. The 
questions are always the same, “Is it con- 
nected up? Can I crank it?”. .. Velma 
Abker was a winner of a six-weeks course at 
a dancing school. Sounds like fun .. 
Josephine Placek brought back “the most” 
in Florida suntans after her two-weeks 
vacation visiting her daughter and son-in-law. 
. . . Our best wishes go with Donald Jones, 
construction foreman, who has moved to 
Crete with his family We say thank 
you to Mr. Volkmer, our custodian, who 
surprised all the girls with cookies and 
candy on Valentine’s Day . . . Pauline Coe, 
chief operator at Douglas, has been in the 
hospital at Lincoln for several weeks but 
has now been able to return home. 


Plattsmouth Area 


by Thelma Tritsch 


Fern Davis was able to bring her mother 
home from the hospital in Lincoln, having 
spent three weeks there due to an operation. 

The Plant men at Plattsmouth and 
Weeping Water have been attending classes 
on the fundamentals of Automatic equip- 
ment. The classes are being conducted at 
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At his desk in the Tecumseh commercial office 
is Joe Adamson, who has just rounded out two 
years as area manager. 


Plattsmouth and will last for ten weeks . . 
Alice Sharpnack spent a week in Carrolton, 
Ohio, getting acquainted with her new grand- 
child. Of course she is the prettiest and best 
baby ever. That's a grandmother's privilege, 
you know ... We are happy to have Liz 
Nickols back to work, having been confined 
to her home due to illness for quite some 
time. . . Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Ernst attended 
the basketball game in Falls City last week. 
We know they did not yell loud enough for 
we lost the game Having teeth ex- 
tracted seems to be the plant men’s hobby 
of late. First, Claud Clary and now Terry 
Ernst. Poor hobby, we'd say! 


Seward Area 

by Helen Norwood 
By the looks of the news the last couple 
of times, it seems like the guys and gals of 
Seward have been hibernating this winter. 
Oh well, soon spring will be here and then 
we might boom again . Delores Pankoke 
of Traffic recently underwent surgery. She 
is reported doing satisfactorily at this time 
and we hope to see her back to work real 
soon... At this writing, Dick Fischer, Mil- 
ford, is having quite a siege at home with 
his children. They all have the chicken pox. 
... The plant department is blossoming a 
new color for spring, Zephyr Green. They 
just finished painting and it certainly looks 

keen, fellas! 


Wahoo Area 


by Leona Benal and Mary Beaty 
Supper was given in honor of Barbara 
Streich who has transferred to Lincoln and 
will make her home there . Louie Cink 
is helping with the installation at Ashland. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 

On January 23 traffic and commercial 
girls were invited to the home of Shirley 
Gerdes for a miscellaneous shower for JoAnn 
Coatney who was married February 2. JoAnn 
received many useful gifts and later in the 
evening delicious refreshments were served. 
Hostesses were Shirley Gerdes, Della Gerdes 
and Deloris West . . . Elva Remmers, Doris 
Peterson, Della Gerdes, and Frances Slater 
and her husband attended the Auto Show in 
Omaha... Oakel Butler and Della Gerdes 
served birthday cake and coffee on _ their 
February birthdays. 


Beatrice Area 
By Sandra Souder 


New toll students are E. McKernan and 
L. Spielman with H. Elmshauser as instruc- 
tor... Martha Penner is on the road to 
recovery after her serious illness . . . Sym- 
pathy is extended to Lola Boughtin in the 
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The beautiful new telephone building at Ash- 
land where the cutover to dial operation will 
take place June 2. 


loss of both her sister from Lincoln and her 
mother-in-law Irene Thies spent her 
vacation in Tecumseh visiting her parents, 
and in Kansas City. 


Crete Area 


by Loretta MclIlInay 


John Ruppel, now retired, was a welcome 
vistor at the Wilber exchange . . . Marlene 
Kennel, Crete Traffic, is an exceptionally 
happy girl with her third finger, left hand 
adorned with a beautiful diamond ring 
Betty Steele flew to California to join her 
parents for a few days, and returned with 
them by car. She reports a very enjoyable 
time . . . Elizabeth Johnson, chief operator, 
was a wee bit embarrassed one evening when 
she stepped out of her apartment and the 
door slammed shut, leaving her locked out 
in the hall. Naturally, her key was inside 
and she had to contact the landlord who 
obligingly came down to let her in... With 
everyone complaining about the dry weather, 
it’s a bit of refreshing news to hear that 
Area Manager Brock found a spot near 
Clatonia that was wet enough to cause him 
to get stuck ... H. E. Velte, directory sales 
manager, and Al Zehrung were February 
visitors in the Crete office. 


Fairbury Area 
by Betty A. Vaughn 

The midwinter slump was brightened by a 
very gay Valentine Party in the basement of 
the office building. After a three-day mystery 
gift exchange each person revealed his iden- 
tity. Games were played and a dessert re- 
freshment was served. Helen DeBord, 
Martha Vculek, Kay Hoffhine and Velda 
Wagner were on the committee... Daykin- 
to-Fairbury extended service is now in use and 
quite the topic of conversation, according to 
Vera Nolte, Daykin co. The only catch is 
the five-minute timing--just not long enough. 
. After 25 years of tramping up LT&T 
stairs, Mary Jackson finally did it. At the 
crack of dawn Mary raced up the stairs and 
into the operating room, only to discover 
she had arrived at six o'clock instead of 

her scheduled seven. 


Tecumseh Area 
by Henri Goracke 


We are all quite envious of Stub Roland 
who recently flew to Pittsburgh where he was 
met by his daughter and husband. From there 
he was driven to Lansing, Michigan, where 
he picked up a new 1957 Olds for his son. 
Come vacation time, Mr. and Mrs. Roland 
have plans of driving the car out to their 
son who is stationed with the U.S. Navy 
in Monterey, California ... It’s back to 
school for Don Hester, Dean Kissinger, Dick 
McCoy, Jim Rhodes and Dale Weber, attend- 
ing COE course at Nebraska City . . . Waldo 
Harrington has a smile on his face and his 
chest thrown out, now that he is wearing the 
Company ten-year service pin... A party 
was held by the traffic girls and seated in 
the chairs of honor were Vera Norvell, Marge 
Cottingham, Méillie Taylor, and Virginia 
Lempka, all celebrating February birthdays. 
. . . Juanita Waring has postponed her trip 
to London. She attended a golden wedding 
anniversary at Venus, Nebraska, and the 
fog encountered on the return trip will 
surely compete with that of England's. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Hastings Area 


by Carole Cummings 
Jan Persinger, now on leave, has gone 
suburban on us and moved to Juniata 
Shirley Chrapkowski, an early vacationer, 
has returned to work after spending her 
vacation at home We welcome back 
Jackie Craig following a leave. 


Hebron Area 
by Mary Wright 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Wright (Mary) spent 
two weeks’ vacation in Florida and liked it so 
much that they are now making arrangements 
to move there. Viola Evans is assuming the 
cashier's duties effective March l. 
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The Model “’C’” public telephone booth is gain- 
ing favor throughout the territory. Economical 
both in space and in price, it is designed for 
installations such as shown here—gt the Panama 
CDO building. 


Stromsburg Area 
by Betty Beebe 
R. E. Wait, area manager, is feeling proud 
and happy with the arrival of his first grand- 
child, Jeffery Charles Johnson, born February 
12. The baby’s mother is the former Nancy 
Wait. 


Superior Area 
by Marjorie O. Headrick 

From the plant department comes news 
of several visitors the past month, including 
Fred Adkins of Hastings, who at one time 
was Wire Chief here, and H. M. Studier and 
Lloyd S. Jenkins, both of the Lincoln plant 
department. Mr. Jenkins showed films at the 
Safety First meeting which pertained to 
accident prevention and First Aid . 
Crystal Langer has been up in the clouds 
lately, with both a vacation and wedding at 
the same time. On February 25, Crystal was 
honored with an informal coffee, at which 
time she was presented a picture for her 
new home. . . Our office building is taking 
on a new look. The new front door and 
the freshly laundered curtains remind us that 


It takes an oldtimer to draw comparison between the ancient and modern methods of pole line 
construction. Within the memory of many present employees is the horse-drawn construction wagon, 
laden with pike poles, insulators, wire and slack blocks and its seven to ten-man crew. The wagon’s 
utility ended with the transportation of men and materials to the scene of activities. The digging of 
holes, setting of poles, stringing of wire, were all performed by strength of arm and _ body. This 
picture, taken at Beatrice in about 1915, shows a corner of the exchange at extreme left. The famous 
“"Seamark mules” were known throughout the southern end of the territory. “Ike’’ Seamark, foreman, 


is seated beside the driver. 
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spring is just around the corner... L. J. 
Powell, our roving photographer, moved 
about the building snapping pictures of 
employees, so we are looking forward to a 
“pretty” page in the News one of these 
days . . . Joline Allington and husband 
traveled to Rock Rapids, Iowa; Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, and points in Minnesota over 
a four-day week end. Later they sponsored 
the Teen-agers dance at the Eagles Club in 
Superior Edith Parsons visited her 
sister and family in Lincoln, and while there 
toured the University Law Building 
Emily Joe Meyer and little son, Curtis, of 
Hastings, visited mother and grandmother, 
Elizabeth Noren, last week. On their return 
home they incurred a slight accident when 
their car skidded off the icy highway, but 
luckily, were not hurt. . . A hearty “Thank 
you” to Clara Mae Chamber's mother for 
baking the burnt sugar angel food cake which 
was served at the party for Crystal Langer- 
Ahrens. It was most delicious. 


York Area 


This month we bid farewell to Vance 
Embrey, Wire Chief who has accepted a 
position with the Propane Gas Company in 
Shelby, Nebraska. A covered dish supper 
was held in his honor on February 26. Good 
luck and best wishes to Vance... Vacation- 
ing this month is Alice Chambers who 
enjoyed a visit with her son who was home 
on leave from the Navy. . . Best wishes are 
in order for one of our traffic girls. The 
happy bride-to-be is Darlene Maulsby, who is 
planning an early March wedding. The lucky 
man is Darryl Sanburg of York ... On 
January 30, coffee and cake were served in 
the lounge for Janice Finley, service assistant, 
who resigned . . . Dorothy Darnold of the 
Hastings commercial department spent the 
day in our office on February 14. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 

Grass doesn’t grow under Charlie Lind- 
gren’s feet; nothing will—the  ground’s 
scorched! Discussing the revision of the 
accounting handbook with B. J. Sievers, 
Charlie nonchalantly puffed on a habit. With 
every puff he grew nonchalanter, and the 
ash that he dropped grew brighter and hot- 
ter. “The cafeteria must be having a rough 
time today,” he said, “I smell something 
burning.” “I’m just concentrating hard,” 
replied Mr. Sievers. “Well I could swear | 
smelled something burning,” Charlie re- 
peated. It was also getting warm, especially at 
eround level. “Yiii! Will you look at that!” 
shouted Charlie. “Open the windows! Man 
the extinguisher!” “Shall I stamp it out?” 
asked Mr. Sievers. The fire was on the top 
part of Charlie’s shoes. He declined that 
kind offer and smothered it himself. ““-Musta 
been walking pretty fast,” mumbled Charles. 
“Knew you didn’t care for this carpet,” ac 
cused Mr. Sievers ... There was once a 
Siamese cat named Ginger, who belonged 
to a guy named Don Schwenke. Exploring 
the neighborhood one night this cat got 
cool, found a broken window in the cellar 
of an empty house, and entered unbidden., 


As Time Goes By- 
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Retiring employees of ten years ago, 
who were honored at a reception held 
by the board of directors in compliment 
to their service. Seated, from left: Mer- 
rill Green, Erma C. Brown, Amelia Aden, 
Bertha Sharn, R. C. Parsons, Harry 
Schilling. Standing: J. H. Agee, vice 
president; Charles Albers, George Jones, 
L. B. Stiner, director; Frank H. Woods, 
chairman of the board; Thomas C. 
Woods, president; Henry Ames, Andrew 
Holt, V. A. Randall. Also retiring that 
year (1946) were: W. O. Bundy, Maude 
C. Davis, E. S. Fisher, Michael Scanlon, 
H. J. Soderholm and Jessie Wirthal. 


While he was prowling the window was 
replaced, sealing Ginger in, which definitely 
rubbed him the wrong way. People moved 
into the place and heard the eerie wail of 
the cat's meow. Meanwhile Don advertised 
for his lost cat, and replaced it with a new 
one which is due to cause cat-nip passing 
any day. The cat and the advertisement were 
discovered, and Don now has two Siamese 
cats and several anticipated kittens. (Anyone 
interested can contact him.) All involved are 
happy again—the people were glad to be 
rid of their uninvited guest, since as it 
happens Ginger snaps. . . “That soup looks 
good, said Barb Rich. But it didn’t feel 
good—as it splashed all over her hand and 
arm. “Hmmm, hot today, isn’t it,” she said, 
smiling bravely as the steam rose, and 
mentally debating the advisability of im- 
mersing her arm in the butter dish. “Defi 
nitely the hard way to eat soup,” contri- 
buted one cafeteria bystander. Osmosis wasn't 
working very well especially with the 
vegetables. Another joker remarked on the 
realism of Barb's purse decorations. Vege- 
tables clung demurely to her knit bag. The 
pattern looked like knit one, potato two. 
Barb returned from the doctor’s office an 
hour later with a white bandage on her 
hand, no doubt just for effect ... B. J. 
Sievers spent a week at the end of January 
at Highland Park, north of Chicago. It was 
business, of course, a computer (of) course, 
sponsored by Peat, Marwick, Mitchell and 
Company The mumps kept Roberta 
Edgman out for two weeks Carrying 
temptation in his pocket, Harold Brady 
emerged from a ten-day stay in the hospital 
where he was being tested for and trained to 
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handle diabetes. The diabetic, aside from 
taking the daily insulin shot, has a special 
diet to follow severely limiting his sugar 
intake. But should he then upset the bal- 
ance between sugar and insulin in his body 
with an over-intake of insulin, he can 
counteract the resulting insulin shock with 
a quick dose of sugar or candy which under 
all other circumstances he is forbidden to 
eat. Thus Harold carries a small amount of 
the forbidden fruit with him at all times . 

Rosilyn Fahleson reported to work February 
18 with one of those sparkling things weigh- 


ing her hand down. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 


Carol Goff, Sally Grabowski, 
Associate Editors 


The months are certainly zooming by, and 
before too long summer will be here once 
again. Seems like the Accounting folk are 
full of pep, and we imagine it’s the warm 
spring-like weather we had a taste of in 
February that did it... . Opal Allison trav- 
eled to Unadilla to a wedding of a friend. 
.. . Eleanor Grabowski automatically thinks 
of birthdays when she thinks of February, 
for in that month, and all in one week, 
Eleanor’s mother, brother and nephew cele- 
brated birthdays. . . . Our LT&T volleyball 
team is doing real well, and we are proud to 
say that the accounting department has three 
girls on the team. They are Delores Dovel, 
Eleanor Grabowski and Sally Grabowski, who 
is the scorekeeper. Keep up the good work, 
girls... . Ramona Johnson traveled to Kansas 
City to attend Cinerama. .. . Alvina Upitis 
recently passed her examinations for her 
citizenship papers and by the time you read 
this has probably received her final papers. 

We find we have a celebrity in our 
midst, namely Bob Ross. Bob's picture ap- 
peared in the Lincoln Journal & Star news- 
paper, mounted on his famous horse, “Danny 
Folsom.” Danny is repaying the University 
of Nebraska College of Agriculture for sav- 
ing his life at the time of his birth, by 
donating three quarts of blood every few 
weeks for serum used in cancer study. 
Janis Wall received her diploma from the 
Lincoln School of Commerce on February 
28. . . . Congratulations to the lucky girl 
with the very happy smile, who, of course, 
is Delores Dovel, who is sporting a lovely 
diamond. .. . We were sorry to say good-by 
to Donelle Cotton, but happy that she could 
join her husband, Ronnie, at Fort Benning, 
Ga. . . . Joyce Smith, who is waiting for 
her first visit from the stork, bade us fare- 
well. We certainly do miss Joyce, and wish 
.. Micky Ward was 
happy to greet her sister Alice and husband 
home from Pasco, Washington. Micky didn’t 
mind when she had to give up her bedroom 
for a few days until their furniture caught 
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her all the luck ever. . 


up with them. She does, however, wish 
that Alice would have been more careful in 
packing, for she forgot to pack any blouses, 
and guess who furnished some for her to 
wear. You're right, Micky! 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Welcome back to Mary Pohlenz—Mary 
has been on jury duty for 2 weeks and told 
us it was very educational but she was glad 
to be back... . We are sorry to see Marlene 
Thompson transfer to General Traffic, but 
if she will be happier there then okay by us. 
. . . Elva Mares and daughter dropped in to 
see us, as did Millie Carey and son... . Any- 
one driving a car these days, beware, as 
Marg Ryne and Mary Wanek are enrolled 
in Driver Training School. Jan Scharton 
just received her license, so stay clear of her 
also. . . . Attending a going-away party for 
Paula Hottovy at Paula’s apartment (her 
husband was gone) were Marla Kutz, Mary 
Wanek, Shirley Rocke, Jackie Schizas, Linda 
Sipes and Marg Ryne. A good time was 
had by all. . . . Cecile Anderson is still in 
a cast recovering from a broken ankle. She 
is getting along real well. She will be in a 
cast about 16 weeks. Mary and Mel 
Pohlenz and daughter, Coralee Sue, were 
involved in a car accident at Normal and 
South on February 1. Mary and the baby 
were thrown from the car and treated for 
shock and bruises. They are fully recovered 
and as their car was badly damaged they 
now own a new Nash Station Wagon. (Quite 
a car.) ... Elaine Guilkey and husband are 
the proud owners of a °55 Chevrolet. Elaine 
says it rides like a dream compared to the 
other car. . . . Dorothy Rich dropped in to 
see us and had lunch. . . . About five min- 
utes after Betty Thomsen left her home in 
Ashland to come to work one Saturday 
morning, half the kitchen ceiling fell down, 
bending the chair and table where she had 
been sitting drinking coffee. How lucky 
can you get? ... Shirley Heiliger was ex- 
perimenting with her desk—-wondering if it 
would lock. We told her it would; however, 
we had no keys. Geo. Hancock gave her 
the one which came with his new desk and 
it worked. She locked it but couldn’t get 
it unlocked and it was ten minutes to five 
and all Shirley's belongings were locked in 
the desk. The only idea anyone had was 
to call in our key expert, Jerry Salber, who 
promptly opened it, and thus calmed a very 
worried gal. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Roy Cleveland paid us a visit the other 
day. He and Mrs. Cleveland just returned 
from a wonderful eight weeks’ trip spent in 


Florida. 
Custodial 


by Paul Radebaugh 


Jack Cox is slowly recovering from heart 
trouble at his home, 600 No. 26 St. Jack 
says he sure appreciates the cards from his 


friends and fellow workers. ... We are very 
glad to report Elmer Kleckner is back on 
the job after a major operation for stomach 
ulcers. . . . Your correspondent was on the 
sick list for ten days with, of all things, 
“chicken-pox”’, and can seriously say it isn’t 
a mild disease for adults... . Visitors during 
the month of February were F. E. Behm and 
a former employee, Richard (Dick) Hansen. 
Dick is doing some law practicing and hopes 
to get a job with an insurance company in 
the near future. 


Construction 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 
The construction department is sporting 
two new Buicks—the proud owners, Tom 
Chinnock and Phil Bailey. . . . Ray Boling 
was in to pay us a visit recently. The Bolings 
just returned from a six-weeks vacation in 
California. They also visited Mexico where 
they tried their luck on the horses at Caliente. 
Vern Simpson is home recuperating 
from surgery and we're happy to report he 
is getting along fine. . . . Don Jones, con- 
struction foreman, and family recently moved 
to Crete from Nebraska City. . . . Swede 
Foster was one of the proud parents who 
attended the Honors Convocation at South- 
east High recently. His son, Gary, was 
among those so honored. 


Engineering 


V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


“She's a beaut,” buttered Bill Quinn as 
he climbed into Orville Spencer’s swept-low 
auto. “She looks at least ten miles faster 
than she really is,” bragged Orville, un- 
consciously stepping on the gas. “35 in a 
25,” said the officer. “I didn’t say a thing,” 
admitted Spencer when interviewed later, 
“and neither did Bill.” The editor estimates 
this must be a new low in words per minute 
for these two. For years Orville has 
carried out the garbage on the way to work. 
“Every husband should do a little some- 
thing around the house” is his favorite 
quote. On Friday, court day, after con- 
vincing all the other help that talking to the 
judge was all in a day’s work, he threw his 
lunch in the garbage can and left the sack 
of garbage to drip all over his wife's new 
kitchen floor. The editor is disappointed 
that Spencer spoiled the story by not bring- 
ing the garbage to work and eating it for 
lunch. . . . Tom Goldenstein and Slim 
Eitzmann reported to Doc Finney’s office 
one day after a night out of town. They 
thought they had hives, but Doc didn’t 
even need to usher them into his sanctum. 


“Those aren't hives!’ boomed Doc. Tom 
and Slim aren’t telling what the doctor said 
they were. Since then it is reported they 
have enrolled in a correspondence course in 
entomology and have handed in an LT-77 
for ten pounds of DDT. “Do you want the 
same room as last time?’ asked the clerk 
when they returned later to the same hotel. 
“No, thanks,” responded Tom, “we would 
sooner have a room to ourselves.” ... Re 
ports from other travelers—Buck Isaman 
from New York where he was most im- 
pressed by the high cost of living and what 
you can see from the Empire State tower at 
night. And Kay Johnson, who spent two 
weeks with the Navy. The only engineer 
who has been all at sea, and that’s a lot 
when remembering the size of the X-ray he 
had taken last month. . . . The stenographic 
staff is represented this month in the Miss 
Lincoln contest by Andonen Chronopulos. 
We all hope the judges see it our way... . 
Delores Hanneman was a subject in the hair 
stylist show. It is rumored that Harlan Cane 
and Andy Andrews tried to get in this thing 
but were advised against it by friends. Andy 
was so depressed that he made his second 
car trade since the Great Depression. The 
first was last year. Now it’s a °57 Mercury, 
canary yellow. “Maybe they'll think I'm a 


HERE’S HOW... 


MAKE A TRELLIS 


HERE'S HOW... 


MAKE A COLLAPSIBLE WORKBENCH 


A fan-type trellis for the | Spread the ends of the splines A workbench that can be|the dowel pins are drilled % 


garden or lawn js easily made|9 inches apart along a 45-inch 
eraftsman.|strip of % by %-inch stock, 


by the home 


folded when not in use is ideal | inches in diameter and 2 inches 
for the handyman with limited | deep. Mark the location of the 
working space, such as in a|]hinges on the back edge of the 


Straight-grained lumber 18|and fasten each joint with two 


seek the advice of his cal Spreader 
ae dealer as to the kind | 36 inches 


Stade of lumber to be US®&°' | are placed 


- The craftsman should | 4-nenny finishing nails. 


bars 21 inches and 
long, respectively, 
86 and 54 inches 


3 by Make the fan, rip 1 by from the base and fastened 


Sanat 72-inch boare into S!* 
6 inchs Spaced splines, le 


S at the base unr!P 


ere 
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with 3-penny finishing nails. 
ped. Mount the trellis on a stake. 
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garage. Except for the braces 
and back, 2 by 6-inch lumber 
is used throughout. 

First, make the frame. Mark 
the location of the four butt 
hinges. The tv’o outside hinges 
are 2 inches in from the ends; 
the inside hinges are 19% 
inches in from the ends. Re- 
cess the hinges. The frame is 
assembled with butt joints 
using glue and No. 10 wood 
screws, 2%4 inches long. 

The bench is made by edge 
gluing and dowel jointing six 
pieces of 2 by 6’s. Holes for 


GLUED & DOWEL 
JOINTED WITH 
3 DOWELS 


a a 


bench, 


The 2 by 4-inch braces are 
fastened with hinges to the 
base of the wall as shown. The 
hinges for the underside of the 
bench are installed in the re- 
verse position to that shown 
for the base hinges. By remov- 
ing the base hinge pins, the 
bench may be closed when not 
in use. 


Attach the hooks and eyes 
on the frame and bench. 

A peg-board back may be 
added for ease in hanging tools. 


National Lun.Ler Manufacturers Association St 
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The “uptown” members of the Lincoln wire chief’s corps at Lincoln seldom aet together as 
we find them in this picture because their work takes them in devious directions day by day. The 
reason for this assembly was to witness the presentation of a 30-year service pin to Lester Hutchison. 
Mainiy the men are combinationmen and installer repairmen-PBX and COE. Left to right, seated: 
Ralph J. Connors, wire chief; James L. Baxter, Lester C. Hutchison, Robert M. Green, Arthur L. 
Higgins, Ray H. Zimmerman. Standing: Marvin E. Joosten, Don Frankforter, Robert W. Blackford, 
Norris E. Hammond, John R. Shipp, Charles P. Arnold, Robert W. Swanson, VYerald P. Spears, Harold 
D. Wart, Dale C. Weaver, Robert M. White, Charles B. Meshier, district manager; L. Dean Jones. 


singer, says Andy, hopefully. . . . Marie 
Jackson continues to convalesce at home from 
her recent hospitalization. . . . Bill Leitgeb, 


if severely prodded, will admit he may get 
married sometime soon—-then wanders off 
in a sort of daze. 


General Traffic 


Joyann Worster, Associate Editor 


We want to take this opportunity to con- 
gratulate Elsie Andrews whose _ forty-year 
service pin was presented to her at a luncheon 
held March 19. We hope those forty years 
proved to be happy ones for Elsie... . The 
welcome mat is spread for Shirley Krautheim 
and Marlene Thompson, who recently be- 
came members of our department. ... A 
very important day took place this month 
for “yours truly” who became Mrs. Thomas 
Worster on March 8. Our honeymoon was 
spent traveling through the Ozarks. 


Lincoln Traffic 


by Kathleen Carey 


It has been suggested that we hire a sur- 


geon for our “operating room”, as the sick 


a 


list grows and grows to include: Louise 
Schmidt, Gertrude Little Thunder, Lillian 
Hubbard, Cecile Simons, Velda Smith, Ad- 
dalene Christian, Mary Emerson, Joan Ben- 
net, Rexine Bretta, Lois Meyers, Georgia 


4 eye Oe eda qccingoer ‘ tig 
Smith, Grace Kissinger and Myrtle Bark- 


hurst. . . . Donna Kalina is learning to op- 
erate a can opener and will “middle-aisle” 
it in June... . Lois Meyers is still chuckling 


about the inebriated pay-station customer 
who was given a busy report on a call. When 
Lois tried to make a second attempt on the 
call, she was unable to get the man’s atten- 
tion. Finally she said in a loud voice, “Don’t 
you understand me, sir?” to which he re- 
plied, “No, I don't, you must be in another 
booth.” . . . Darlene Baumert, a student of 
two weeks, received a rate request from a 
lady. Darlene quoted her the rate and the 


lady, thinking she was talking to Western 
Union said, “How many words do I get for 
that price?” “That depends on how fast 
you can talk,” came Darlene’s quick reply. 

We are having our head-sets enlarged 
because we are so proud of Helen Cuba, 
who was awarded a certificate of merit from 
the Sales Executives Club for her skillful 
handling of a difficult call to St. Louis on 
January 15. ... Helen Krieger has such a 
smart dog she is going to dog college, work- 
ing for her M.D. (master doggie). As yet, 
we can't tell who is getting smarter, Helen 
or Mopsy. 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


Despite the appearance of bad weather at 
the time of our last Club meeting, the at- 
tendance was fairly good. Myra Metcalf, 
chapter president, gave a short talk explain- 
ing the proposed addition, Article XV, to the 
bylaws of the Chapter, after which various 
games were played according to the prefer- 
ence of different groups. .. . Lucy B. Lyle 
has been visiting a son in Denver for a few 
weeks. . . . Pearl Shreve had as house guest 
a friend from Yuba City, California. . . . 
Laura Sires has been confined to her home 
by sickness for some time and is not too 
well at last report. . . . Cecile Anderson has 
been hospitalized with a fractured ankle, but 
at present writing is staying with a sister 
until able to get about. 


Supply 
by Sylvia A. Hoaglin 


Our “retired employees” are enjoying their 
days of retirement, but the days are not all 
spent in leisure. Activities such as church 
work, hobbies, vacation trips and work take 
up most of their time. Fred Strasser is 
acting secretary of the Nebraska Telephone 
Association. He is making plans to “really 


fish aS SOON aS he can turn over the secre’ 
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PICTURED IN 
“THE FAMILY ALBUM™ 


Ralph J. Connors, Lincoln wire chief. 

2: Jess T. May, a department veteran and night 
testboardman. 

3: In the cable records section. Roy E. Mills and 
Vaughn H. Baum, facilityman. 

4: At facing desks are Louise Roth, chief 
service operator, and Thelma R. Wisen, as- 
sistant chief. 

5: They meet you when your line’s in trouble. 
From left: Belle C. Howery, Phyllis C. Gates 
and Rosella L. Shumaker. 

6: Record clerks Donnabelle C. Schumann and 
Magdalen M. Heser. 

7: Leston P. Livingston, Lincoln chief testman. 
8: Hazel M. Higgins, cable clerk, and a mem- 
ber of LT&T’s largest family of employees. 

9: At the order desk are H. E. Olsen and J. P. 
Howland, order dispatcher. 

10: Manning a section of the testboard are Paul 
J. Eisenbarth and Cecil W. Semple. 

11. Order clerks Wilbur A. Rapsilber and Rolland 
J. Wart. 

12. Testmen Robert E. Chamberlain and Jacob 
Albrandt. 

13: At the service desk, from left: Cleo Kohlhof, 
Margaret Shavlik and Rose Carlile. 

14: Doubling in duties as night testman and in 
safety-first aid instruction is Lloyd C. Jenkins, 
a 30-year “old-timer.” 

15: Checking the troubie cards is Ruth L. Reinke, 
service operator. 

16: Gloria Gruis, clerk typist, and Marilyn Osborn, 
time clerk. 

17. Harold D. Wart, frameman. 

18: Record clerks for line equipment and cable, 

respectively, are Sandra Lipskey and Darlene 

Griffin. 
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tarial duties to the permanent appointee.... 
L. A. Stacy visited the supply department 
this month and he looks the picture of 
health. He recently returned from a vaca- 
tion with his daughter in Oklahoma. Leon 
enjoys participating in church calling, visit- 
ing members and prospective members. 
Don Travis is very happy and keeps busy 
with lodge work in the Odd Fellows and 
Knights of Phythias. . . . Bert Huddleston is 
president of the Retired Telephone Em- 
ployees Club and is known for his cheerful 
visits to the ill and other retired friends. 
Bert is also self-employed in the salvage 
business. . . . Frank Blockwitz keeps busy 
giving a helping hand and advice to his 
son Bill in the operation of their business, 
The Diamond Grill. He also takes part in 
all church activities and recently participated 
in a fund-raising campaign... . Ralph Culver 
is displaying century-old relics, anvils and 
smeltering cups which “Red” Maxfield found 
while prospecting in the mountains in Colo- 
rado. W. C. Maxfield spends a lot of time 
searching for and reopening old abandoned 
mines and collects souvenirs. We hope he 
will some day find a real gold mine or 
uranium. . . . Congratulations to three new 
grandfathers. J. W. Hartz and J. A. Schel- 
lenberg are proud of their first grand- 
daughters and Charles Riedel is overjoyed 
over his new grandson. ... A vacation trip 
to Denver was enjoyed by the Charles Han- 
sen family. ... The pt-pt-pt-t-t noise recent- 
ly heard around the warehouse is the new 
means of transportation enjoyed by Duane 
Grove. A speedy light-weight motorcycle. 
He should offer us a ride. 
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While attending a sales 
meeting at the Omaha audi- 
torium, Roy Brendle got to 
his feet to retrieve a 
pipe from his hip pocket 
and the trick chair seat 
snapped up behind him, so 
that when he sat down again 
there was nothing between 
him and the floor. The 
crash was deafening! 


‘If and when it ever rains. workmen with their 
muddy boots present quite a problem at the 
2lst & L building so Welton Grant made two 
scrapers, one for each side of the entrance 
‘door. He also made hand rails to make them 
look better and so the boys could hang on 
while they put their hearts into their scrap- 
ing. Cliff Artz paused to watch Welton 
installing them and after a few pensive 
moments he said, "You know what is going to 
happen? The men will start cleaning their 
shoes on them." 
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George Mann called Doro- 
thy Miller to complain 
that he had been dialing 
Charlie Meshier's tele- 
phone all afternoon and 
found the line busy at 
each attempt. Dorothy 
‘asked, "What number were 
you calling?" and George 
iemphatically stated, "I 
called 381," which _just 
happens to be Mr. Mann's 
own telephone number. 


Vic Musselman wore 
a fine, new overcoat 
home from a church 
meeting the other 
day but had to re- 
turn it. He liked 
the cut and color 
very much, but it 
was several sizes 
too large. 
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Wonder if the person who 
addressed the letter to 
"T,J. Devoe, Consouler," 
really was in need of 
comforting advice. 


Mrs. Sammy Lawrence had prepared a 
breakfast of French toast for Sammy 
and their five-year-old son, Terry. 
She set a bottle on the table which 
Terry protested wasn't syrup. She 
was busv and insisted it was, so he 
poured some on his toast, took a 
bite and made a wry face. She went 
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Nelson Liesveld, 21st & L, 
cracked an egg from his 
Numbered among those AO lunch pail one noon and it 
love their job is Robert wan all ovér bin: That 
ae sig pant aan pies night he complained to his 
was up rather 1 
cere nish, bow || wife stewie me Ta 
less than two hours of Lunch.) .ahe: se4d A 
sleep he got out of bed a a. is 
and dressed for work. Se the lid of t 
His wife called to Lain pail when I closed it this 
ane aay ae deca gets morning," protested Nelson. 
es Ee cho oleae: Ss "That egg," said Mrs. Lies- 
ioe CT oe ; veld. truthfully. “was not 
ae aa intended for your lunch." 


IT GOT HERE 
In) LESS THAN 
TWO DAYS 


over to read the label and foun it 
was VINEGAR. 


Walter F. Roberts received 
an air-mail letter froma 
business house three 
blocks away. 


a: 


a { GEE, | WAS BELIEVE ME, 
G \ AFRAID I'D MARY, YOU'RE 
i) BE LATE NOT LATE! 


likes cinnamon toast. One 
morning in the cafeteria 
ghe got the wrong shaker 
and gave her toast a 
liberal sprinkling of pap- 


Kay Portsche, ably assisted by Bill 
Quinn and Margaret Francis, almost 
tore the third floor cigarette vend- 


Pershing Municipal Auditorium 


ae ee a gens Loe: Fairbury Traffic, came hurrying up the ing machine apart trying to entice a 
pled Stairs to the operating room at the crack of dawn to ckage out of a compartment that : 
she ate it anyway, with find she had arrived at six o'clock instead of sevm. aid Neupey Our New Neighbor 3 OBE See Page 2 


<ty Thomsen, Ccamercial, 
apparent relish. 
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On the night of April 14, 1928, A. B. Waters, who was then the 
company cameraman, caught this vivid scene of the final hours of the 
old Lincoln auditorium. The picture was taken from the roof of the general 
office building. 


LT&T’s 15th and M building (left) and the Pershing Municipal Audi- 
torium face each other across 15th street. Their well-matched facings and 
imposing lines add to the beauty of the north approach to the state 


capitol building, which is situated three blocks to the south. 


Our Neighbor to the Last 


We welcome a new neighbor—Lincoin’s imposing and 
beautiful Pershing Municipal Auditorium—which finally 
became a reality after many turbulent years spent in the 
process of planning, situating and financing. The great 
structure occupies an entire square block and lies directly 


across the street from LT&T’s 15th and M building. 


The two edifices complement each other in matching de- 
sign and colors of stone and marble. They are bound to- 
gether by another tie; an underground cable equipped with 
video pairs, which were used on the day of the auditorium’s 
dedication, Sunday, March 10. A live telecast pickup of 
the ceremonies was transmitted over our video facilities from 
the auditorium to the studios of KOLN-TV at 40th and W 


streets. 


The auditorium was a long time in making its appearance, 


Found hard at work on the telephone installations at the auditorium, 
A. L. Higgins and C. P. Arnold, of Lincoln Plant, take time out to pose 
before two of the semi-public booths. 


for it replaces an ancient counterpart that was totally des- 
troyed by fire in April 1928. The older auditorium, a 
quarter-block architectural monstrosity of brick and brown- 
stone, stood at the southeast corner of 13th & M. It was 
the focal point of major activities in Lincoln for the first 28 
years of the century. Beneath its arched girders rang the 
voices of the notables of another generation (without ampli- 
fication): great singers, stage personalities, politicians, evan- 
gelists. A stock theater troupe played there regularly during 
the last years of its use. John Pesek and Adam Krieger filled 
the place to capacity on several occasions during their heyday 
as challengers for the world’s wrestling championship in 
their respective weight divisions. 


After the building burned, Lincoln was without a munici- 
pal auditorium for more than 29 years. The constant need 
for such a structure was apparent and it had long been the 
dream of certain public-spirited citizens and organizations. 
Actually the Pershing Municipal Auditorium has been in 
the “jelling” stage for 18 years and now stands as a monu- 
ment to the survival of an idea and to the tenacity of a 
few individuals against many onslaughts from opposing 
forces. Several special elections were held to hear the voice 
of the people in matters concerning the site for the structure 
and the raising of the necessary capital for its construction. 
Twice the Supreme Court of the state ruled on conflicting 
issues and handed down decisions directing that the work 
should proceed and the building be erected at 15th and M. 


Since the dedicatory services the auditorium has been 
put to use almost daily. It has already hosted an auto show, 
a hot band, ice hockey game, basket ball game, ice spectacu- 
lar and home show, among other events. The amphitheater is 
designed for quick changes to stage, playing court, skating 
rink, arena etc. 

Approaching the colossus is the giant color mosaic mural 
on the west face of the building. It is said to be the largest 
in the world and depicts the various activities for which the 
auditorium is designed. 
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Beauty can be so stark and vivid that it is almost overpowering, and 
thus the world stood on Monday morning, March 25. Around each corner 
was a winter wonderland more spectacular than the one before. All too 
seldom, during the course of life, can one’s eyes meet such a scene. This 
picture was taken in Lincoln, looking west on Lake Street from Sheridan 
Boulevard. 


Beauty and - 


The weekend of March 23-24 will be long remembered 
in Nebraska, It brought heaven-sent moisture to a wide area 
in the central states to break a prolonged winter drought. 
In our territory a gentle, general rain fell most of Saturday 
and through the night. With the coming of Sunday’s dawn 
a drop in temperature changed the rain to snow. It peppered 
down in a heavy fall throughout the day and night, adhering 
to everything it touched. Though it was wet and heavy, a 
rising wind was able to whip it into deep drifts in th 
open countryside. 


e 


Monday morning dawned on a landscape of pristine 
beauty. Every twig and branch was piled high with a cap 


Merle Lohmeier of Lincoln Plant and his truck follow the trail of a 
broken drop wire through hub-deep snow in Antelope Park. 


We are indebted to the Hastings Tribune for this picture of a pole 
line casualty four miles west of Glenvil. Although damage was widespread, 
the storm’s fury was especially evident in the flat tableland of the western 
ccunties. Throughout the territory telephone trucks were breaking trails 
through drift-blocked roads to reach points of disrupted communications. 


_ - the Beast 


of glistening snow. Overhead wires resembled great, white 
cables as they bent low beneath their heavy, crystal coating; 
sometimes four inches in diameter! A deep and spotless 
blanket covered the ground, It was a photographer's paradise, 
and the News camera was abroad, hungrily snapping pic- 
tures of the glorious scene. 

Our plant forces were facing the scene, too, but the 
snow lost its beauty in the view of destruction it showed 
in their path. There is nothing pretty to contemplate in a 
vista of broken poles, with ice-crusted wires looping crazily 
along the roadside. 


The plant men’s work was cut out for them, Thousands 
of wire breaks, many soaked cables, frozen “shorts” and 
broken poles combined to play havoc with telephone service. 
Certain parts of the territory, particularly the western group 
of counties, suffered the worst of the damage, but no section 
of LT&?T-land was spared. At least 36 exchanges were cut 
off from outside communication Monday morning as more 
than 200 long distance circuits were out of order. The num- 
ber of telephones without service can only be estimated, 
but it exceeded 7000; one sixth of them in the Lincoln ex- 
change. 

Snow-blocked roads thwarted crews in their attempt to 
reach some of the isolated towns and focal points of trouble. 
It was several days before the damage could be completely 
classified, much less cleared. But once again, as has happened 
many times in the past, the people of LT&T tackled the 
job apparently with no other thought than that service must 
be restored at the expense of long hours and personal discom 
fort. In a happier vein, we share with all people of Nebraska 
vratitude in the knowledge that we shall soon benefit from 
the abundant moisture now soaking into the thirsty earth. 
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This is a dead serious question— 
ete ake q ARE YOU A SAFE 
| Every year thousands of people are killed and many more 
injured in automobile accidents throughout the country. Last 
year the accident toll was 38,300 dead, equivalent to one- 
third of the population of Lincoln. This destruction of lives 
in one locality would be called a horrifying disaster. 


To the Plant people and to the telephone company as 
a whole, motor vehicle accidents, no matter how minor. are 
a serious matter. Last year we had 31 motor vehicle acci- 


dents, involving a total of property damage cost to the 
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This combinationman was dismayed to find that his backwards moving 
truck had crunched into a child’s bicycle abandoned in the driveway. Aside 
pies ring certain iniury if the child had been on the bicycle, the damage 
cou ave caused ill-will of the parents toward the driv ‘hi 
ALWAYS LOOK BEFORE BACKING. Be ne eee 


» YOU 


a Safe Driver: 


by 
George P. Barney 


General Plant Superintendent 


telephone company of $1,200. Considering that the Company 
has over 200 vehicles, the cost seems small, Yet, one of the 
accidents could have been extremely serious. One or more 
of the people involved, whether an employee or not, could 
have been killed or severely injured. Unless one himself 
has ever been involved in a bad traffic accident, it is almost 
impossible to conceive the extent of physical suffering and 
economic loss that results. To the family of the man killed, 
it amounts to a catastrophe. 


How then can this chance of a horrible accident be 
averted? A good mechanical condition of the vehicle is 
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In residential districts, especially near schools, company drivers must 
always be on the alert for children running or suddenly stepping into the 
Streets. Lincoln combinationman Eugene Kalkwarf has stopped well back 


of the cross walk to allow a pre-school tot to cross the street after greeting 
his pet. 
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A well-maintained vehicle is important for safe driving, but good driving 
habits are iust as vital in preventing costly accidents. Dee J. Sullivan of 
the Lincoln garage is checking adjustments on a combinationman’s truck. 


not the answer, even though this is an important point not 
to be neglected as pointed out in our instructions to Com- 
pany drivers. The solution lies in the employee's attitude 
to his own driving habits. To be a safe driver, he needs to 
observe the following rules for safe and sane driving, which 
supplement standard instructions provided for plant depart- 
ment employees: 


1. Obey speed limits. Slow down at night and for haz- 
ardous road, traffic, and weather conditions. 


2. Respect the rights of other motorists. Be ready to yield 
the right-of-way at all intersections. 


3. Yield the right-of-way to pedestrians in crosswalks. 
Do not pass a car that has stopped to permit a pedestrian to 
cross. 


4. Come to a complete stop at stop signs and observe 
stop and go signals. 


5. Heed signs and pavement markings warning of grade 
crossings, no passing zones, pedestrian crossings, curves, 
hills, and intersections. 


“Tail-gating’’ when followina another car can cause serious trouble if 
the car ahead stopped suddenly. At least one vehicle lenqth separation for 
each ten miles per hour of speed is a good rule to apply. 


6. Be especially alert at railroad crossings. Look, listen— 
and stop if a train is approaching. Watch for a train on the 
second track, 

7. Overtake and pass other cars only on the left side 
on two-lane highways. Be sure the road ahead is clear. 


8. Stay on your own side of the road at intersections, 
grade crossings, no passing zones, and on hills and curves 
where the view ahead is not clear. 

9. Stay in line on wide highways, changing lanes only 
when necessary to pass or turn. Do not straddle lane lines. 


10. Make all turns from the proper lane—right turns 
from the lane nearest the curb, and left turns from next to 
the center lane. 


11. Use arm signals for right and left turns and for 
stopping and starting, Turn signals are required when making 
turns. 


12. Start from a parked position only if way is clear. 


13. Follow other vehicles at a safe distance. Allow at 
least one car length for every ten miles per hour of speed. 


14. Watch for school zones. Be especially alert for chil- 
dren who may dash into streets in residential districts, or 
from behind parked cars. 

15. Keep your brakes, lights, windshield wiper, and 
other safety equipment in good condition. Check them 
often, 


16. Do not increase your speed when other cars want 
to pass you. 


17. When you need to stop on a rural highway, pull 
entirely off the pavement. 


18. Use care in backing your vehicle. Look out for per- 
sons or objects that may be behind the vehicle. 


19. Devote all your attention to your driving. Look 
well ahead. Expect the unexpected at all times. 


Remember, A safe driver is also a good driver! 


Like anv other editor, we don’t like to lose readers, so will you do us a 
favor? Please take extra good care of yourself, especially in the warm months 
ahead, and don’t take chances while you are driving—on weekends, vacations, 
or any other time. (Editors lose more readers that way—and some of them 
permanently.) And please read Mr. Barney’s article carefully—read it again 
and again. It may save your life. Even if you are a careful driver you may 
occasionally ride with peoole who are careless, inattentive or downright 
reckless when they get behind a wheel. For your own sake why don’t you 
remind them of these hard facts of motoring life—and death? .. . Editor 


Pulling out of line. either when parked or when in a street lane, may 
cause an accident. Here Eugene is looking back and signaling his intention 
to pull out of the parking stall. 
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Sugar and Spice—Lverything Nice 


That's What Telephone Girls are Made of 


It takes the average male most of his life to “learn about 
wimmin,”” whether he will admit it or not. Even then, his 
firm convictions often are shattered. Well-worn formulas 
that “always worked” suddenly and for no apparent reason 
will cease to be effective. This phenomenon especially applies 
to the training and control of wives and daughters. 

We telephone people have a high regard for the ladies, 
and a selfish interest, too. They always have been an essen- 
tial factor in the operation of the industry. We think and 
hope they always shall be. They form a great majority of 
employees in the traffic and accounting departments and 
have liberal representation in the plant and commercial of- 
tices. More than 56% of our people belong to that wonderful 
category. 

Before they can don a headset or take their stations at 
a desk or typewriter, our telephone ladies must travel a 
path dictated by the law of nature for growing girls. The 
trail winds through deep valleys of woe and over high peaks 
of ecstasy. There is nothing ordinary in the life of American 
girls. Their emotions are geared to rise or descend with equal 
pace and fervor. 

The male of the species ponders the problem, but few 
arrive at a solution. Fathers usually agree, however, that there 
is nothing prettier, nothing nicer, nothing more mysterious 
in the wide, wide world than their own daughters. 

At this moment a certain professor at the University of 
Michigan probably knows more about girls than any man 
alive. He is Dr. Stephen Withey. program director for 
the university's survey research center. He has just completed 
a nation-wide study of girls for the Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. 

To find out what adolescent girls are interested in, what 
they think and dream about, Dr. Withey and his survey 
teams talked to nearly 2000 girls between the ages of 11 and 
18, carefully selected so they would represent a cross-section 


of the seven million American girls now in the 6th through 
12th grades in schools throughout the country. 

The first thing the research people discovered was that 
girls do talk just about twice as much as boys. Interviews 
that were similar to those given to teen-age boys a year be- 
fore took much longer when the girls warmed up to des- 
cribing their views and problems. The average boy’s inter- 
view lasted about an hour. The average girl needed two 
hours to talk about her likes and dislikes, her dreams and 
hopes. 

Parents may be surprised to find that girls generally 
thought paternal rules on dating, clothes and friends are fair. 
Very few reported serious conflict with their elders, and 
the majority disclosed that they shared hobbies, leisure, 
sports and social activities with Mother and Dad. 

Reasons for disagreements with parents varied. Younger 
girls—those under 14——had trouble on questions of clothes 
and make-up, while driving and dating were the issues that 
plagued the 14 to 16-year-olds. Older teen-agers disagreed 
with parents about ideas more than younger girls. 

The question of girls’ friends was one that was a problem 
for both younger and older girls and their parents. One- 
third of all the girls said this was a source of dissention at 
home. 

The statistics showed that, contrary to popular belief, 
a girl is loyal to girl friends, even if it means giving up 
a good date. 

Each girl was asked what she would do if, after promising 
to help a friend with homework, she was asked to go on a 
blind date with a boy who was supposed to be very attractive. 

More than 60% of the girls said they'd help their friend 
first. Only 13% said they would take the date and most of 
the other girls felt they should talk the situation over 
with their friend and work out some arrangement. 
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in all our major exchanges training classes for operator recruits are almost constantly in 
session. In Lincoln, where this picture was taken, the 18 service assistants take turns acting as in- 
structors. The toll operating course lasts five weeks with an added week for instruction on information 
board operation. It’s a full-time course; eight hours per day, five days a week. During the past year 
a sharp drop in traffic personnel turnover was reflected in smaller classes—greater selectivity. This 
teen-age class may be seen from a better camera angle in the picture below. 


On dating in general, most girls start dating at 14. Only 
one-fifth of those under 14 reported any dating, while 70% 
of those in the 14 to 16 age bracket not only date, but date 
regularly, often every weekend. Of the girls over 16, 90% 
date regularly. 


Girls worry about popularity, it was ascertained, much 
more than boys; but only younger girls think popularity de- 
pends on being “good looking.” 

Starting when they are about 14, girls begin to rely on 
personality, good conversation, courtesy, friendliness and 
sensitivity as their best popularity boosters. 

“Going steady” was not as popular among teen-agers 
as is generally believed. Although about a third of the girls 
over 14 said they tended to date one boy regularly, they 
do not consider this “going steady.” Only ten percent of the 
girls “go steady” and less than a fifth of them approved the 
idea. Most of them thought it had more disadvantages than 
advantages. 

Weekend dates were not all teen-agers think about. The 
girls are making plans for the future, too. Almost all otf 
them planned on finishing high school, work for an indet- 
inite period and then marry. 

Girls have a high regard for education, the report states. 
A third of them wanted to go to college and more than 
half of them want more than a high school education for 
themselves—and for their future husbands. 

In fact, Dr. Withey discovered, even if a girl does not 
want to go to college herself, she wants a husband to have a 
college education. Six out of ten expect their husbands to 
hold white collar or professional jobs. 

The average teen-age girl is likely to daydream about 
meeting her future husband on a college campus or wherever 
she may work. Only one in ten are thinking about careers 
and 94% of the girls expect to marry “some day.” Right here 
it should be stated that the affinity of unmarried telephone 
boys for telephone girls is nothing short of astonishing. 
Actual statistics are lacking on the number of LT&T ro- 
mances that have culminated in the march down the aisle, 
but they are legion, and their history dates back to the very 
beginning of the company. 


Almost all of the girls interviewed expect to work before 
they marry and the kinds of jobs which require feminine 
characteristics, helpfulness, and service to others are the 
most popular. A job as a telephone operator has its appeal 
to many of them. Secretary, nurse, teacher and social worker 
are among the most frequently chosen professions. 

Girls not only plan on working after they finish school; 
most teen-agers work at the present time. Nearly 60% hold 
jobs outside their homes and 20% earn money for home 
chores. Baby sitting is the most common type of work for 
girls from 12 on. Of the girls over 16, a sizeable group have 
jobs in offices and stores. 

Half of the girls interviewed reported they were currently 
getting an allowance and, among these, more than 50% 
said they received from their parents between $1 and $5 a 
week as spending money. 

Finally, according to the statistics, girls are less influenced 
by glamorous movie or TV stars than has been assumed. 
Eight out of ten want to grow up to be like their mothers, 
or other female relatives, or teachers. Only two percent 
dream of becoming a movie star or TV personality. 
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The class members, from left: Nadine Lacey, Jacaueline Steiner, 
Marilyn Snook, Darlene Baumert and Marilyn Meyer. Behind them is their 
instructor, Wilma Wergin. 
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Henry G. Taedter 


Henry G. Peachman 
Hebron Plant 
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German submarines lurking in the Atlantic. 
ing ships sailing for Europe carrying food, w 
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George C. Mann Thomas C. Woods 
Accounting President 


On April 6, 1917 the United States declared war on Germany and her allies 
many months of futile protest over wanton sinking of American ships by 
Now American warships began guard- 
ar supplies and men. A huge American 


army was recruited to send to France under command of General John J. Pershing. 
Our company’s employee ranks were mainly filled with young folks and the call 
to the colors took 172 of them from the rolls. Many of them returned to round 


out long and useful careers in the tele 
service wtih LT&T. 


Forty years ago America entered 
World War I. The great conflagration 
had been raging since the summer of 
1914. On one side of the conflict were 
Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey 
and Bulgaria; called the Central Powers. 
Originally they fought against Great 
Britain, France, Russia and Serbia. 
These countries were later joined by 
Italy, Greece, Romania, Japan, United 
States and other countries. They were 
called the Allied Powers. 

The war lasted more than four years 
and until that time was the most terrible 
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Charles G. Riedel 
General Shop 


A. 0. Andrews 
Engineering 


Warren P. Shuck 
Central Plant 


Toll Test 


Arthur C. King 


and costly in history. More than 81/, 
million dead were left in its wake. It 
began as a war of movement and ma- 
neuver but soon lost its momentum and 
resolved into trench warfare along an 
almost stationary front extending across 
Eastern France from the North Sea to 
Switzerland. For the first three years 
Germany and her allies were winning 
most of the battles. Serbia and Russia 
were knocked out of the conflict; Italy 
rendered impotent. New instruments 
of death made their appearance. The 
machine gun had been perfected into 
a murderous weapon. Poison gas was 
used. The lumbering tank was a sur- 
prise weapon of the British. The air- 
plane was adapted for warfare. 

The timely arrival of American forces 
in France in the summer of 1918 en- 
abled the Allies to take the offensive 
after parrying Ludendorff’s last great 
drive toward Paris. Within a few 
months the armies of the Central Pow- 
ers were in headlong retreat, The final 
capitulation came November 11, 1918 
with the armistice, signed in a railway 
car used by General Foch as his head- 
quarters, 
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Clyde Burg 
Southern District 
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Henry O. Wentink 
Hastings Plant 


Phone industry and 15 still are in active 


LT&T sent its full share of employees 
into service; most of them were volun- 
teers. A total of 172 of our people wore 
the olive drab or Navy blue. Though 
many were wounded, only one lost his 
life, and that by an airplane accident 
after the armistice was signed, Of those 
who returned to their jobs, 15 are still 
numbered as active employees. The 
News reaches back into the family al- 
bum to picture 13 of them as they ap- 
peared as members of the armed forces. 
Photographs of Arthur C. Albers and 
Hobert M. Miller were not available. 


J. A. Mason 
Hastings Plant 


Dewey Nelsen 
Accounting 


Charles B. Meshier 
Central Plant 
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A Pin and a Party for Elsie Andrews 


Elsie Andrews, senior supervisor of General Traffic, joined the growing list of employees who wear 
diamonds in their service emblems, attesting to forty years and more of labors in the industry. Mrs- 
Andrews sat in the honor chair at an anniversary luncheon on March 19 and modestly disclaimed 
some of the nice things that were said about her there. 


Her service record is all with LT&T and had its beginning at Ashland where she was employed as 
operator in March 1917 and rose to the position of chief operator in 1925. The next year she went 
to Hastings for a brief period of traffic work, then came to Lincoln where she worked on the board 
for a number of years. In 1933 she joined the traffic office force as clerk and has progressed through 
various stations in General Traffic to her present position. 


The picture was taken just as Mrs. Andrews received the new pin and a congratulatory handshake 
from Merle M. Hale, vice president. The dinner group, from left, are: LaVerne Braun, Lyle P. Young, 
Lola Hetherington, Walter F. Roberts, Georgia Smith, Il. J. Devoe, Mary Bornemeier, Mrs. Andrews, 
K. L. Lawson, Melba Richards, Mabel Volpp, Mr. Hale, R. B. Hobson, A. O. Andrews, Myra Metcalf, 
Irene Combs, Lloyd W. Cleveland, Pearl Barnhouse, Merlie Markuson, R. D. Andrews, George P. Barney. 


Grace Kissinger Called 
By Death 


Grace M. Kissinger, Lincoln Traffic, 
passed away at a Lincoln hospital March 
13, bringing to an end a quiet, deter- 
mined struggle against a virulent illness 
that has persisted for several years. 


Miss Kissinger was born at Milford 
35 years ago and had lived in Nebraska 
all her life. She was employed in Lin- 
coln Traffic in October 1951 and all 
her telephone experience was gathered 
there, as long distance and PBX oper- 
ator. Among her coworkers she made 
many close friends who watched with 
growing concern her gradual decline in 
health. Early in February she under- 
went another in a series of operations, 
but was able to return to work for a 
week before returning to the hospital 
for the last time. 


Funeral services were held March 
16 at the Glad Tidings Assembly of 
God Church at Lincoln, a church to 
which she had devoted much of her 
time and energy in late years. Surviving 
are her parents of Burr, Nebraska, and 
several brothers and sisters. One of 
her brothers, D. L. Kissinger, is em- 
ployed in the Tecumseh plant depart- 
ment. 
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Photo—M. L. Pilfold 


A "Shot In the Arm” For Hastings 


We’ve iust spent about $175,000 to keep pace with growing Hastings. 
The money went for recent additions in the switchroom where 600 new lines 
were placed in service to care for an expected increase of 1,000 telephones 


Photo—R. A. Pugsley 


Not So Long Ago 


In last month’s News wes published a picture of the present genera- 
tion of the “uptown” crew of the Lincoln wire chief’s section. This picture, 


i 939, ents their i ediate ed 
over the next three years. That accounted for an outlay of about $100,000. taken in January 1 clnapsibiieds con) eee predecessors, together 


The balance was spent to provide extensive additions to the cable distributing 
system, mostly in the south part of the city. All of which stems from the 
fact that population gains and business growth of Hastings have brought 
a steady increase of telephone development over the past decade. The rate 
of telephone addition is about 315 per year. 

In the pictures above, at left: Floyd M. Crewdson, chief switchman, is 
making a final test on the new 600 lines. At right: J. G. Van Nordheim, 
testman, is running the first jumper on the 1,000 connectors at the Hastings 
office. 
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with members of the local testboard. The gathering was held in compliment 
to Merrill Green, who had just then retired from active service. Front row, 
seated, from left: A. B. Smith, Carl W. Keester, Merrill Green, R. E. Meek, 
L. C. Hutchison. Standing, from left: R. E. (Senator) Burkett, L. G. (Pep) 
Saunders, Ray L. Clinton, L. E. Kerbaugh, Jerry Caywood, Roy M. Cleveland, 
E. G. Piper, Robert M. Green, George C. Mann, R. A. Pugsley. Mr. Pugsley 
took the picture with a delayed action shutter. 
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Walter F. Roberts, personnel director (left), 
visits with Sterling G. Nelson, area manager, 
in the latter’s office. 


C. A. (Chuck) Salisbury, combinationman of 
York Plant. 


Edna Pflughaupt, chief operator, York. 


W. B. Imler, newly appointed York wire 
chief. The picture was taken recently at 
Superior, his former location. 


Dorla M. Gill, chief operator, Waco. 


Hattie Marquardt, York, at the information 
desk. 


Aurilla Patterson, chief operator, Gresham. 


The York construction force was tracked 
down by the camera in the town of Brad- 
shaw. Left to right: J. T. Murray, Raymond 
Reetz, W. L. Clymer, A. R. Jensen, G. L. 
Laschanzky, J. H. Buck, Lyle T. Piper, fore- 
man. 


Busy with her records is Loretta Wyatt, clerk 
in York Traffic. 


Writing up the day’s business are Don 
Schark and Clyde Minich, combinationmen 
of York Plant. 


Mildred E. Brobst, chief operator at Benedict. 
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R. F. Glenn, York combinationman, checks 
the trouble report at the Waco board. 


At the York testboard are Alex Pauley, test- 
boardman, and Leonard Reed, combination- 
man. 


Mary Ann Christensen, York Traffic, on her 
“break” in the operators’ lounge. 

Looking down the York switchboard, front to 
rear: Alice Peters, Della Bredenkamp, Frances 
Pittman, Imelda Willms, Marguerite lenn, 
Marylee McCall, Helen Nickels, Evelyn Critel, 
Janice ..Lemmon, ..Adeline  .Sackschewsky, 
Dorothy Hansen, Ro Jean Morris. The service 
assistants, from left, are: Janice Finley and 
Vera Knerr. 

Kathleen. Sughrue, cashier, York Commercial. 
Mary Ann Morrison, commercial clerk, York. 
A noontime card game at York. From left: 
John Eckles, installer-repairman, COE; K. L. 
(Ken) Paro, combinationman; Fred. Trim, 
janitor. 

Rogene Gierhan, helper, at the Gresham 
switchboard. 

Teresa §. Underwood, chief operator, Brad- 
shaw. 


Lois Lindburg, commercial clerk, York. 
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R. E. (Bob) Kennedy, Engi- 


fit: New Building - New Dial System 


B. C. Macholan, COE in- John Spady, district manager, 


neering, shows a step in the staller-repairman of Hastings makes the first long distance call 
cutover preparation. The line re- Plant, just after pulling the through the new equipment. Jack 
Jay spacers are all tied and_ line relay spacers in the new Mankamyer and F. P. Darnold wit- 


ready for the big moment. equipment. 


Clay Center telephone subscribers 
and Manager Elmer Moorhead have 
reason to be proud of their bright and 
new telephone system which was cut 
into service at 10 a.m., March 19. It 
reflects a fine growth in service require’ 
ments for the community and stands as 
an optimistic barometer of the future. 

A new CDO building was erected 
to receive the dial central office equip- 
ment, which replaces a former dial unit 
which had grown too small to ac- 
commodate present service demands. 
The older unit was installed in 1941 and 
had a capacity of 200 lines. The new 
system is currently equipped with 240 
lines and has an ultimate capacity of 
400 lines. Telephones in Clay Center 
and adjacent rural areas have nearly 
doubled since the original dial system 


ness the event. 


was installed. 

The new system includes the pro- 
vision for full selective ringing on rural 
lines, and this meets with favor of 
farm subscribers who will no longer 
hear the rings for other parties on 
the lines on incoming calls. They will 
now hear only their own ring—a single 
ring, like town subscribers—and not a 
series of long and short rings as be- 
fore. 

All telephone numbers of the Clay 
Center exchange were changed because 
of the new selective ringing and 
growth requirements, but new tele- 
phone directories were delivered to all 
subscribers before the cutover and they 
have been urged to consult the direc- 
tory before each call to avoid getting 
wrong numbers. 


Death Claims Former 


Brownville Chief Operator 
Elizabeth A. Morrison, retired chief 


operator and lifelong resident of Brown- 
ville, died March 20 at the age of 80 
years. 

Hers was an unusual telephone ca- 
reer, dating back almost to the turn of 
the century and had its beginning with 
the coming of the telephone exchange 
to Brownville. 

The exchange was built in 1903 by 
the Auburn Telephone Company, 
which operated generally throughout 
Nemaha County. Miss Morrison was 
hired at that time as the switchboard 
operator and the central office was es- 
tablished in her home. 

The properties were purchased in 
1919 by LT&T, but the switchboard 
remained in its accustomed place and 
Miss Morrison was retained as chief 
operator. Shortly after the conversion 
of the exchange to dial operation in 


May 1942, she retired under the pro- 
visions of the company’s pension plan 
and by then had amassed a record of 
telephone service of nearly 40 years— 
all of it spent within the walls of her 
own home. 

The ancient switchboard which was 
removed at that time was an oddity 
and received considerable publicity for 
being the only “mobile” board in the 
territory. It was mounted on casters, 
with a flexible cable connecting it to 
the main frame; thus Miss Morrison 
could move it about the room in any 
position she desired. 

The house was built on the side of 
a bluff overlooking a scene of great 
beauty. It was surrounded by great 
oak and maple trees, with an immacu- 
lately kept lawn and garden to which 
Miss Morrison and her brother devoted 
a lifetime of care. It was to this setting 
that she retired after her years of serv 
ice at the switchboard were over. Fun- 
eral services were held Friday, March 
22, at the Brownville Christian Church. 
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Death of George J. Woods, 
Director 


George J. Woods, senior member of 
the LT&T board of directors, passed 
away March 13 at the age of 84. He was 
the last of the original group of di- 
rectors who met in the office of Frank 
H. Woods, Lincoln attorney, on May 
4, 1903 to perform their first official 
functions in the guiding of the destinies 
of the company through its period of 
organization and establishment. 
Through all the 54 years of LT&?T’s 
existence he has remained a member 
of the board. 


Mr. Woods was perhaps better 
known for his large and continuous 
contribution to the development of Lin- 
coln over a period of more than half a 
century. With his brother Mark he 
formed the Woods Brothers Companies 
in the ‘nineties, and a large portion of 
Lincoln’s additions and_ subdivisions 
platted over the years were the result 
of the company’s development  pro- 
grams. The company also engaged in 
various other pursuits including the 
importation of blooded horses, manu- 
facturing of silos, and river channeling 
and reclamation. 


Mr. Woods was past president of 
the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce and 
once served on the Lincoln City Coun- 
cil. He held membership in the Elks 
Lodge, the Lincoln Country Club, and 
a life membership in the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter, Independent Tele- 
phone Pioneer Association. 

Funeral services were held Saturday, 
March 16 at a local mortuary, with in- 
terment at Wyuka Cemetery, Lincoln. 


Manley Joins Louisville 


Reminiscent of the ancient days of 
competition was a peculiar situation 
which has existed at Manley, Cass 
County, where the town’s telephone 
subscribers were served from exchanges 
at both Louisville and Weeping Water. 
The matter received official notice last 
summer when an all-day hearing of 
the Railway Commission was held at 
Manley in which subscribers voiced 
their preference for unified service from 
the Louisville exchange. LT&T was 
accordingly directed to bring the change 
about. 

The cutover of the town’s former 
Weeping Water subscribers to the 
Louisville exchange was made March 
14. About 100 telephones were affected 
by the change at a cost of approximately 
$9000. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


Lillian Bader 


Nebraska City Lincoln 


H. M. Miller 


40 Years 40 Years 


43 YEARS Merlie Markuson, Lincoln. 

AO YEARS Lillian Bader, Nebraska City; H. 
M. Miller, W. P. Shuck, Lincoln. 

39 YEARS C. J. Crew, Geneva. 

37 YEARS Grace Hauschild, A. C. King, Lin- 
coln; Eva Stutz, Hebron. 

36 YEARS J. J. Brockmeyer, Beatrice. 

34 YEARS A. K. Robison, Lincoln. 

33 YEARS M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln. 

32 YEARS Ruth Goslin, Lincoln; J. G. Van- 
Nordheim, Hastings. 

31 YEARS S. G. Nelson, York. 

30 YEARS E. T. Little, Auburn; E. M. Massie, 
Friend; Ted M. Ray, Beatrice. 

29 YEARS Harold Drake, Tecumseh; Ivan 
Livingston, Nebraska City; Beata Merz, 
Seward. 


28 YEARS M. W. Franklin, V. B. Hutchison, 
Darlene Multer, Lincoln; Minnie Schlitt, 
Hastings. 


Howard Spahnle Edith Hughes 


Lincoln Lincoln 


25 Years 20 Years 


W. P. Shuck E. T. Little 
Lincoln Auburn 
40 Years 30 Years 


26 YEARS Harold Brady, Lincoln; Mary 
Jackson, Fairbury; Mable Wieting, Beatrice. 
25 YEARS Howard Spahnle, Lincoln. 

23 YEARS A. J. Cox, Tyler Ryan, Lincoln; 
Glenn Oglesby, Beatrice. 

22 YEARS Josephine Placek, Nebraska City. 
20 YEARS Edith Hughes, J. A. Schellenberg, 
Lincoln. 

16 YEARS Richard Grant, Boyd Wedgwood, 
Lincoln. 

15 YEARS Robert Humiston, Plattsmouth; 
Viola Hutchinson, Fairbury; Donald Rut- 
ledge, Weeping Water. 

14 YEARS Elizabeth Behm, Rexine Bretta, 
Lincoln. 

13 YEARS Virginia Baker, Emma _ Ebbeka, 
Geneva; P. V. Eckles, Edgar; Mary Tice, 
Lincoln. 

12 YEARS Martha Dietrich, Evelyn Koch, 
Stella Sowers, Clyde Whittington, Lincoln; 
Hazel Thomason, York. 


ria 
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J. A. Schellenberg R. C. Humiston 


Lincoln Plattsmouth 
20 Years 15 Years 


E. M. Massie Ted M. Ray 
Friend Beatrice 
30 Years 30 Years 


11 YEARS John E. Findley, Donald Swanson, 
Lincoln; Arlene Musil, Crete. 

9 YEARS Bernice Bishop, Otis Clark, Leland 
Ward, Lincoln; Merle Heath, Hastings; Phyl- 
lis Ann Lukassen, David City; B. B. Strayer, 
Crete; John Summers, Hebron; Mildred 
Weiser, York. 

8 YEARS Betty Christensen, Nebraska City; 
James L. Story, Lincoln; Martha Vculek, 
Fairbury. 

7 YEARS Charles Hayes, Hastings; Cleora 
Lawrence, Nebraska City; Dorothy Scheele, 
Beatrice. 

6 YEARS Ardis Henderson, Ashland; June 
Hudson, Lincoln; Edith Parsons, Superior. 

5 YEARS Letha Baumgartner (February an- 
niversary), Norman Duer, Loretta Koresky, 
Walter Roberts, Marilyn Schroder, Lincoln; 
Norma Maschmann, Hebron; Alice Reents, 
Beatrice; Imogene Steingard, York. 
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D. G. Rutledge 
Weeping Water 
15 Years 


Viola Hutchinson 
Fairbury 
15 Years 


Happiness Ahead 


Crystal Langer and Duane Ahrens were 
united in marriage February 17. The wed- 
ding took place at the Methodist Church in 
Superior. DeVee Smalley, sister of the bride, 
was matron of honor. Both Mrs. Ahrens and 
Mrs. Smalley are employed in Superior Traf- 
fic. 

Betty Gaskill became the bride of Anton 
Dolezal in a ceremony performed March 24 
at the Methodist Church in Ulysses. Betty 
was formerly an employee of David City 
Traffic. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. Francis Nichelson are the 
proud parents of a boy, Neil Charles, born 
February 23. Francis is in the plant depart- 
ment at Wahoo. 

A son, Robert Russell, was born March 4 
to Mr. and Mrs. Arvene Bennett. Anita is 
on leave from Hastings Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Thompson announce 
the birth of a daughter March 20. Mrs. 
Thompson (Donna) is on leave from York 


Traffic. 
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Headlines 


Artis Bowen, chief operator, Superior, was 
elected first vice president of the Business and 
Professional Women’s Club at a meeting held 
March 11 at Hotel Dudley. 


Mabel Bodkin, eastern district plant, has been 
elected to membership in the National Secretaries’ 
Association. 

C. F. Peachman, toll wire chief, represents his 
church as steward, as member on commission of 
membership and evangelism and as member of 
the Methodist City Union. 

E. H. Wellman, area manager, Hebron, has 
been announced as co-leader of the Red Cross 
Drive for Hebron. 


Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


“Conscience” Trophy 


The responsibility of lining up the 
annual company-wide bowling tourna- 
ment falls upon our personnel director, 
Walter F. Roberts. Last year he was 
embarrassed no end to find, in figuring 
up the scores of the all-day marathon, 
that he, himself, was the big money 
winner; placing no less than second in 
all five prize events. 

The lucre has been burning a hole 
in his pocket and several times during 
the past year he has awakened at night 
in a torment of conscience. Finally, to 
put his mind at ease, he visited a jewel- 
ry establishment and purchased, with 
his untouched winnings, a fine trophy 
on which will be inscribed the names of 
future all-events handicap champions 
of LT&T. The cup will properly be 
known as the Walter F. Roberts trophy 
and will be a fine stablemate of the 
three trophies previously donated to 
mark the championship of other events: 
the C. C. Donley cup for team handi- 
cap, the G. O. Seaton trophy for the 
doubles winners, and the Bowlmor cup 
for the singles champion. 

The men’s company-wide tournament 
will be held at the Bowlmor Lanes, 
Lincoln, on Sunday, April 28. 


A Nice Compliment 


Dorothy Trauernicht, Beatrice 
Traffic, should feel a bit inflated to 
know that a letter is going about that 
singles her out for especial commenda- 
tion. Dorothy is identified as Operator 
43 in the letter addressed to Clyde 
Burge, district manager, which follows: 

Clyde, last night I made an effort to 


contact a location in Lincoln, not know- 
ing the exact address or the telephone 
number. 

The services provided by your oper- 
ator 43 were excellent, most efficient 
and therefore the reason for this letter. 

I wanted you to know that I appre- 
ciated her services. Please see that she 
is duly informed of my gratitude and 
thanks for the exemplary manner in 
which she obtained the necessary in- 
formation for me. 

MAI Enterprises, Inc. 
(s) Gordon C. (Bud) Pentz, 
President. 

There, Dorothy, you are duly in- 
formed and thanked. Your company 
thanks you too. That’s the way we 


make and keep good friends. 


A Big Damage Suit 


The Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Company recently filed a $50,000 dam- 
age suit against a large van lines com- 
pany for alleged use of a system of code 
calls by which payments were avoided 
while information was conveyed over 


the telephone company’s long distance 
lines. 


It is charged that drivers for the van 
lines company, while enroute, would 
place person-to-person or collect calls 
directed to a fictitious name at the 
main office. The names are alleged to 
be the code which gave information 
concerning truck movements to the 
firm. The fact that the calls were can- 
celled precluded the collection of toll 
charges. 

S. W. Bell claims that the van lines 
company has defrauded it of $25,000 
and asks additional damages of a like 
amount. A temporary restraining order 
has been issued by a Federal judge 
against the defendant company. | 

Officials of the Bell and Independent 
industries say that practices of this 
nature are nationwide, LT@T is sharing 
in a study, now in progress, to track 
down offenders who thus avoid pay’ 
ment of long distance charges. Basis 
of the study are toll tickets for person- 
to-person and collect calls which have 
been cancelled after the called telephone 
has been reached. 
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Beatrice Cufover, June 16 


The cutover date for the new Be- 
atrice exchange has been announced for 
Sunday, June 16, with the actual switch- 
over to be made in the wee morning 
hours, probably at one a.m. Telephone 
people are setting their sights toward 
this date in drawing the multitudinous 
details to a conclusion. This, of course, 
will include the testing of each indi- 
vidual line to be sure all equipment is 
Operating properly. 


An Open House will be held shortly 
after the cutover, with the public in- 
vited to inspect the new building and 
see the new equipment in operation. 


Stock Plan Filed With SEC 


Preparatory to a proposed issuance of 
68,750 additional shares of its common 
stock at an increased par value, LT&T, 
in late March, filed a registration state- 
ment with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. The new stock offering 
was subject to the approval of the Ne- 
braska State Railway Commission at a 
hearing held April 9. It was expected 
that the offering would be made about 
April 17 to those common stockholders 
of record on April 10 on the basis of 
one share for each three shares held. 
The subscription price of the new stock 
will be fixed at the time the offering is 
made. 


Proceeds from the sale of this stock 
will be used to reduce short-term bank 
loans incurred as a temporary medium 
for financing the company’s construc- 
tion program. 


Bill Huddleston Departs 


W. R. (Bill) Huddleston of Genera! 
Commercial became a Pioneer in Febru. 
ary by virtue of a 15-year service rec- 
ord and ended his employment with 
LT&T on March 22 to accept a po- 
sition with Stromberg-Carlson as rep- 
resentative for this territory. Mr. Hud- 
dleston succeeds Bob Leary, who has 
returned to the home office of the firm 


at Rochester, N. Y. 
Bill joined LT&T in February 1942 


and in the same year entered World 
War II as a Marine. He returned after 
more than three years of service to 
take up his chores as cable splicer, He 
became a commercial representative in 
1953 and transferred to General Com- 
mercial in 1955. Bill is well known 
throughout the organization, where his 
many friends wish him well in his new 
endeavor. 


Transfers - Promotions 


Bonnie Einspahr 
Service Assistant 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Sally Akers 
Service Assistant 


Commercial 
Kathleen Sughrue, clerk to cashier, York. 


Plant 

John W. Eckles, switchboardman to in- 
staller-repairman, COE, York. 

James R. Frye, splicers’s helper, Lincoln to 
Hastings. 

R. C. Green, groundman to lineman (Con 
struction), Lincoln. 

Clyde W. Higgins, switchman to teletype- 
man, Lincoln. 

Mabel Hoffman, clerk-typist to stenogra- 
pher, Supply. 

Leland W. Jungert, splicer’s helper, Has- 
tings to Lincoln. 

L. L. Rezny, combinationman, Wilber, to 
switchman, Beatrice. 

James A. Rhodes, combinationman, Te- 
cumseh to Wilber. 


Robert E. Ryan, janitor (P.T.), Lincoln, 
to warechouseman (P.T.), Supply. 


Traffic 
Sally Akers, operator to service assistant, 
Lincoln. 
Bonnie Einspahr, operator to service as: 
sistant, Lincoln. 
Lucille Petracek, operator, Crete to Has- 
tings. 


New Employees 


Accounting 
Deloris A. Beltz (P.T.) ....Mach. Opr. .............. 2-25 
Ilgaq Bergmanis * ............ Mach. Opr. .........-..-- 3-18 
MaVIS: THD DIG scsi ccucsseelns Mach: Opis dcc.cccasd-) 1 
Commercial 
Mary Tibbetts (P.T.) ........ Clerk, Pawnee City....3-18 
Piant 
Roy W. Ferguson ............ Janitor, Lincoln ........ an 3 
Gordon D. Olsen (P.T.)*....Janitor, Lincoln ........ 3- 9 
William Oswald .......2........ Grdmn., Nebr. City....3-11 
Roy A. Shelton ................ Lineman, Const. ...... 3- 4 
Alyce Zwiener ..............-... Steno, Supply ...........- 2-25 
Traffic 
JOY DOr? (0c 2 cccseancaeeee Oi s,. ICON si sas 3-1] 
Marlene Foster ................ Opr.,. Hastings: <......:.. 3-11 
Joan Menke * .................. Opr., Beatrice .......... 2-25 
Marilyn Meyer ............-.-- OOK 4: LINCO tsa 3-11 
Shirley Nincehelser * ...... Opr.,. WOROG: .casen 2-25 
Betty Skidmore ................Opr., Beatrice ......... 3- 4 
BOING: SIE ccseuetexccecctend Opr., Lincolft.....c.....0-11 
Ardyce Sole ............2......- .Opr., Geneva ............ 3-18 
Jacqueline Steiner ..........0pr., Lincoln ............ 3-11 
lrene Urbanek ................ Opr.,- LINCOIN 2.2 esces 3-11 


* Re-employed 


Greenwood is No. 125 


The exchange at Greenwood is to 
be reestablished April 23. A manual 
exchange formerly in service there was 
discontinued in 1939 and the subscrib- 
ers cut to the rural lines of exchanges 
at Waverly and Ashland. The popu- 
lation in the Greenwood region has 
been increasing steadily in late years 
and the telephone system change was 
made in anticipation of further growth 
and development. 

The town and rural plant have been 


iin 4 


the central office ecuipment January 20, 1914. 


“Greenwocd. central office in 1912 before it 
became part of LT&T system. 
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In Greenwood telephone history: A devastating fire in the business section 


rebuilt, a new CDO building erected 
and equipment installed to serve the 
149 subscribers of the new exchange 
area. The 48 telephones on rural lines 


will be equipped with selective ringing. 
which means that the subscribers will 
not hear the signals for other telephones 
on their party lines. 

With the reestablishment, Green- 
wood becomes the 125th exchange in 


the LT&T system. 


completely destroyed 


iN 


Cables and toll lines were severed by bank 
robbers on March 22, 1920. 


Noone 


New central office erected in 1914. 


Imler Goes To York 


W. B. Imler, who has been wire 
chief at Superior for the past five 
years, was appointed to the position 
of York wire chict, effective March 
4, Mr. Imler  suc- 
ceeds Vance Em- 
brey. who recently 
resigned to. enter 
another field of em- 
ployment. 

Mr. Imler began 
his telephone career 
as a construction 
truck driver in July 
- 1942, but it was in- 

W. B. Imler terrupteda few 
months later with his entry into the 
armed forces. After receiving his basic 
training as a member of an armored 
group, “he was selected for pilot train- 
ing and won his wings and a lieuten- 
ancy before his discharge in November 
1945. He returned to LT&T as line- 
man, and later worked in Hastings 
Plant before his appointment as Su- 
perior wire chief in October 1951. 

Mr. Embrey started telephone work 
30 years ago in his home town of May- 
wood and came to LT&T in 1947. In 
his new line of endeavor he has assumed 
the managment of a propane gas serv- 
ice plant at Shelby. 


\ 


Human Relations Leader 


The big Human Relations Round-up 
for “graduates” of company-sponsored 
classes has already been scheduled for 
November 1 and all personnel who 
have taken _ the 
course are urged to 
mark that date on 
their calendar. 

Also, at this early 
date, Walter .F. 
Roberts, personne] 
director, is able to 
announce that the 
Round-up will be 
aS: J in charge of Paul E. 

Paul E. Hensel Hensel, vice presi- 
dent, personnel administration of Cen- 
tral Soya Company, Inc., of Fort Wayne 
Indiana. 

Mr. Hensel has a Master of Science 
degree in Industrial Psychology from 
Iowa University. He is a former ath- 
letic director and past president of the 
American Society for Personnel Ad- 
ministration, in addition to several other 


aan ere i in the personnel-man- 
ce 


agement fie} 
He comes to us highly recommended 


by D. Crawford Houston, who was in 
charge of the program last year. 


SSS 
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~ Construction Bealas on Wahoo Building 


ST 


Ground-breaking ceremonies for the new Wahoo central office were held Monday, March 18, and 


construction of the building began the next day. 


It is expected that the structure will be ready to 


receive the dial equipment by fall and the cutover to the new system will be an event of early next year. 
At that time direct distance dialing will become available to Wahoo subscribers, who will be able to 
complete their own station-to-station calls to 36 dial exchanges serving a quarter million telephones in 


southeast Nebraska. 


The state’s first installation of this system is nearing completion at Beatrice. Wahoo will be the 
second exchange in Nebraska to use direct distance dialing. 

The ground—we’re happy to say if was mud—was broken by Mayor Lloyd Torrens of Wahoo, 
President Thomas C. Woods and Vice President Merle M. Hale of LT&T. The three men are shown 
plying their implements in the picture above. Witnessing the ceremony, from left, are: Paul H. Henson, 
chief engineer; Norman Mayfield, contractor, Ashland; L. W. Cleveland, general traffic superintendent; 
Walter F. Roberts, personnel director and ‘‘native son” of Wahoo; K. L. Lawson, general commercial 
superintendent; G. P. Barney, general plant superintendent; Kenneth Jensen, contractor, Wahoo; H. W. 
Spahnle, district manager; Jerome Breunig, president, Wahoo Chamber of Commerce; E. L. Dorland, area 


mananter; Earl Staudinger, contractor, Wahoo. 


The general contract for the building was let to Earl Staudinger of Wahoo; the mechanical contract 
to Jensen Plumbing and Heating Company of Wahoo; and the electrical contract to Mayfield Brothers of 


Ashland. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association in March 1957: 


Primary Members: Harold Brady, Account- 
ing, $176.30; W. R. Huddleston, Lincoln Com- 
mercial, $109.00; Cecile Anderson, Lincoln 
Commercial, $461.90; Gary Clifford, Engineer- 
ing, $5.00; B. A. Isaman, Engineering, $32.50; 
Marie Jackson, Engineering, $93.05; L. W. 
Neff, General Plant, $25.00; R. M. Merrill, 
Lincoln Plant, $5.00; R. A. Stall, Lincoln 
Plant, $20.00; K. E. Vosika, Lincoln Plant. 
$21.27; H. A. Ehrlich, Supply, $15.00; Joan 
Bennett, Lincoln Traffic, $236.51; Rexine 
Bretta, Lincoln Traffic, $495.50; Grace Kis- 
singer, Lincoln Traffic, $478.00; Gertrude 
LittleThunder, Lincoln Traffic, $470.00; Georg- 
ia Smith, Lincoln Traffic, $201.95; E. T. Little, 
Auburn Plant, $155.00; G.W. Heikes, Beatrice 
Piant, $7.50; Beverly Rotzin, Beatrice Com- 
mercial, $25.00; Deroy Helfer, Nebraska City 
Plant, $99.20; Alex Pauley, York Plant, $10.00; 
Roberta Bohl, Auburn Traffic, $178.00; Mar- 
cella Will, Beatrice Traffic, $12.00; Anna- 
belle Stocker, Fairbury Traffic, $7.50; Patricia 
Kripal, Hebron Traffic, $234.05; Mary Woods, 
Nebraska City Traffic, $251.10; Delores Pan- 
koke, Seward Traffic, $299.00; Margaret 
Bethscheider, Pension, $10.00; R. C. Boling, 
Pension, $20.00; G. O. Seaton, Pension, $42.30; 
Ernest Wedgwood, Pension, $10.00. 


Dependents: Lincoln: Mrs. C. H. Bottorff 
$139.15; Mrs. R. W. Clark, $68.50; Terry Cox, 
$45.00; Mrs. R. L. Dalton, $66.50; Mrs. I. E. 
Doran, $7.50; Mrs. C. A. Eggerss, $5.00; Mrs. 
Grover Griffith, $254.00; Mrs. C. E. Harp, 
$92.25; Rhonda Hibbert, $25.00; Mrs. W. F. 
Hendrix, $10.00; Frank Humphrey, $93.35; 
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John Humphrey, $92.75; Mrs. M. A. Lohmeier, 
$12.50; Steven Reighard, $200.50; Mrs. E. H. 
Royce, $17.50; Mrs. R. O. Sherman, $197.85; 
Mrs. V. P. Spears, $11.25; Mrs. R. H. Spohn, 
$10.00; Mrs. G. E. Walroth $241.60; Maxine 
Weaver, $100.75; Mrs. D. W. Weikle, $155.35; 
and Mrs. R. R. Winders, $25.00; Judy Stans- 
bury, Beatrice, $7.50; Mrs. G. D. Brock, Crete, 
$116.00; David Dunning, David City, $6.00; 
Carol Forsman, Hastings, $60.00; Steven 
Keogh, Hastings, $7.50; Mrs. J. H. Roland, 
Tecumseh, $117.35; Donald Rutledge, Weeping 
Water, $10.00; Mrs. R. F. Glenn, York, $20.00; 
and Mrs. Chris Haberman, San Diego, $12.50. 


Journey's End 


Fred Behrns, father of Verna Alexander, 
Lincoln Commercial, passed away March 23. 
Funeral services were held March 27 at the 
Evangelical Church in Goehner. 

Charlotte Davis, mother of E. Fern Davis, 
Weeping Water Commercial, died March 6 
in Weeping Water. Services were held 
March 9 at ee Rosas Church 
in Weeping Wat Burial was at Oakwood 
Cemetery, Weeping Water. 

Walter Fleck, father of George E. Fleck, 
Supply, passed away March 11. Funeral serv- 
ices were held March 14 at Beloit, Kansas. 

Harry White, father of Russell and Leonard 
White, both of Lincoln Plant, died March 22. 
Funeral services were held March 26 at Um- 
bergers Mortuary, with burial at Lincoln 
Memorial Park. 
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|_PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


David City Area 


by Vivian Dee 

Irene Swan traveled to Lincoln to see the 
Auto Show Betty Ladwig attended the 
funeral of an uncle at Valparaiso ... Peg 
Murphy had quite a thrill as she was coming 
home from Omaha. Seems Peg was drinking 
a bottle of Pepsi Cola and enjoying the ride 
when suddenly a siren sounded and she pulled 
to the side of the road. The patrolman par- 
doned himself after learning the particulars 

. Phyllis Lukassen spent a few days visiting 
her sister in Kansas City . Those moving 
into new homes recently were Marie Vanden- 
berg and Nadine Kliment Herman 
Hansen and Doug Behrns have beeen as- 
sisting with the installation of COE equip- 
ment at the new Ashland office. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Norma Jean Dettmer and Betty Christensen 
Helen Eis underwent an appendectomy at 
the Syracuse hospital but has returned home. 
We hope to have her back with us real soon 
. Janice Collins attended the Ice Capades 
at Omaha . Virginia Johnson has gone 
to join her husband in South Carolina : 
Erm Wheatcraft has been installing toll 
equipment in our office. Eva Schmidt 
and Marjorie Hughes are learning toll. Their 
instructor is Mary Bartyzelle Dorothy 
Clark and Lois Schultz are learning the ropes 
as new occasional operators ... Eunice Riggs 
recently entertained guests from North 
Platte ... Elaine Tetan is sporting a new 
1956 DeSoto. Sure is pretty ... Since spring 
is here—at least that’s what the calendar 
Says—Ruby Clites, who comes to work at 6 
AM, has quite a time getting to work at the 
right time. One morning she came to work 
at 5 AM. One day she really hit the jack 
pot when she answered a call. The sub- 
scriber wanted Tennessee Ernie Ford. The 
only information the subscriber had was, 
“He's on television.’”’ Ruby said, “I have 
a bad enough time getting to work at the 
right time, then something like this happens.” 
Ruby has a good sense of humor, but what 
else is there to do but grin and bear it... 
By the time this is read we hope the directory 
will be out to our subscribers and all will 
be well. It’s always a nice feeling to know 
that a job is completed. Everyone really 
put every effort in the job. 


Plattsmouth Area 


by Thelma Tritsch 

Janice Amick of the Weeping Water traffic 
department took off a few days to visit her 
husband at Bridgeport, Texas. Mr. Amick was 
transferred there only a few days after mov- 
ing to their new home Local Union 
C.W.A. members, together with their hus- 
bands and wives and two guests from Platts- 
mouth, attended the Ice Capades at the 
Ak-Sar-Ben in Omaha. They were all de- 
lighted with the spectacular performance... 
Helen Ofe left for a wonderful vacation the 
first part of April. Her trip includes a stop 
in New Orleans, Gulfport and then on down 
to Miami to visit her son, Ron Ofe, and 
family. This will be her first visit with the 
new grandchild so no doubt it will be the 
greatest thrill of the whole vacation. 


Wahoo Area 


by Leona Benal and Mary Beaty 

Best wishes to Karen Speckmann of Com- 
mercial who is wearing a shiny look to 
match the pretty ring on the appropriate 
finger ... Our thoughts are of Joan Stein- 
bach, traffic department, who is recuperating 
at home after a serious automobile accident. 
Hope to have her back with us real soon. 


Emma Lee DeJonge, of Humboldt Commercial, 
is rounding out her fourth year in greeting sub- 
scribers at our attractive new central office build- 
ing. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


About all the latest news concerns the 
recent storm. It really showed what all the 
guys and gals are made of. They not only 
worked feverishly, but saw the job well 
done. Guess it was the same all over the 
territory. Donna Hotovy, traffic department, 
found out what it was like in the olden 
days. She was marooned at home, minus 
water and electricity. She and her husband, 
plus three hundred baby chicks in the 
basement, had a grand time keeping each 
other company playing ecards, eating out 
of tin cans and melting snow for water 
Lola Langner, Commercial, is the proud owner 
of a brand new Pontiac ... Shirley Niemann 
of Commercial made quite a sale recently. 
She sold an extension telephone in a trailer 
house! 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 

On one _ special occasion during March, 
Clyde Burge, district manager, presented Viv- 
ian Kinghorn, chief operator, with her 30- 
year pin Lila Morris received a dress 
from her husband who is stationed with the 
Air Force in Japan Roberta Bohl and 
Doris Peterson attended the Ice Capades in 
Omaha ... Della Gerdes, who left to make 
her home in Cheyenne, was the honored 
guest at a fish dinner in Rulo. Those from 
the office attending were JoAnn Rohrs, Elvie 
Remmers, and June Taylor... Mr. and Mrs 
Don Rohrs, who were recently married, were 
“pleasantly”’ surprised with an old-fashioned 
charivari on March 19 . Dorothy Bigger- 
staff and Shirley Gerdes served coffee and 
cake on their March birthdays. 


Beatrice Area 
by Verna Mae Ewald 
Lucile Richardson has returned after an 


enjoyable vacation in California .. . Vir- 
ginia Coon and Edna Mahlock attended the 
Auto Show in Lincoln recently . . . Ruth 


Diekmann is instructing new toll students 
Connie Hevelone and DeLores Wunnenberg 

Martha Penner has returned to work 
after major surgery Irene Thies vaca- 
tioned in Kansas City and Columbus... Mila 


Jackson is proudly wearing a new diamond. 
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Crete Area 


by Loretta Mclinay 

Nebraska hospitality just received another 
gold star. A man and his wife reported to us 
that they had been snowbound during the 
recent storm near Elmwood and were taken 
in by a farm family. The “guests” at this 
one place totaled sixty. It was no ordeal— 
more of a pleasant experience, and the words 
of praise were very nice to hear... The 
operators at Crete were treated to a box 
of candy by a grateful subscriber for their 
help when a doctor was needed in an emer- 
gency .. .We are very sorry to report the 
illness of Manager E. M. Massie of Friend .. 
Betty Steele, Crete, spent a few days in the 
hospital for minor surgery. 


Fairbury Area 
by Betty A. Vaughn 

Best of all news, of course, is the near inch 
of rain we received ... Matilda Alpers was 
in Kansas City to see the wonderful Cine- 
rama .. . Irene Smalldon visited a week 
with her brothers and sister in and around 
York ...G. Caley, J. Billings and E. Schem- 
merhorn have been on the sick list 
From Western, Mr. and Mrs Rudy Mussmann 
visited in Lincoln at the W. J. Stewart home 
. Irene James lost her diamond and was 
not about to be consoled with her husband’s 
suggestion of a new one. All is well now— 
the lost is found (between the mattress and 
headboard of the bed) and Irene has her 
old diamond back, 


Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 

We are glad to see Carl Franzen back to 
work after nursing a fractured arm for 
three weeks Raymond Bruning and 
Doyle Fisher were fighting snow drifts 
around Crete helping clear trouble after the 
recent storm We have no doubt that 
spring is really here. Willie Williams has 
started telling some big fish stories ... Millie 
Wert is a proud grandma. The little man 
arrived at Edwards, California, on Febru- 
ary 28. We know Mrs. Wert will have no 
trouble deciding where to go on her vaca- 
tion now . Now that Vyrl Clark is sport- 
ing a new pair of cowboy boots, we expect 
any day to see him come galloping to work 
on his faithful steed. 


Tecumseh Area 


by Henri Goracke 

Mary Meister had a very enjoyable time 
when she attended the Ice Capades in Lin- 
coln, and Henri Goracke took in the Auto 
Show when it was held there recently 
Vernabelle Mommens was unlucky on her 
recent trip to Iowa because she got caught 
in the big snow storm on her return trip, 
but fortunately she didn’t have to sleep in 
the car but made it to Omaha where she 
stayed at a hotel, arriving home two days 
late. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 
The Traffic and Commercial girls gave a 

party in honor of Barbara Smith, who re- 
cently resigned to assume the duties of a 
housewife Virgina Baker, Traffic, has 
been hopping around on crutches, having 
injured her Knee from a fall on the ice . 
The flu bug has been active in this vicinity 
and several employees have been off work 
as a result of same. 


Hastings Area 
by Carole Cummings 
On Wednesday eve, March 138, a farewell 
party was held in the Company Recreation 


Room, for Anna Mae Caldwell and Norma 
Jean Eurek. Those attending spent a pleasant 
evening playing cards and games, and later 
in the evening enjoyed a lunch of ice cream, 
cake and coffee . Betsy Wilshusen spent 
a week’s leave visiting with friends in Chi- 
cago. 


Hebron Area 
by Viola Evans 
The news this month is mostly about em- 

ployees who have been absent for one reason 
or another. Margaret Lautenschlager, our 
chief operator at Davenport, has been fight- 
ing the flu bug for a week, and Manager 
Wellman was having the same trouble 
Two Traffic employees, Norma Maschmann 
and Patsy Kripal, have been in hospitals at 
Hebron and Lincoln, respectively, following 
Surgery ...M. C. Walker, assistant to gen- 
eral plant superintendent, was in Hebron 
March 14 and 15 making a study of plant 
maintenance. 


Superior Area 


by Marjorie Headrick 

Many favorable comments have been heard 
concerning the new front door which was 
recently installed. Not many subscribers failed 
to notice the improvement at bill paying time 
this month -‘Good-bye and good-luck”’ 
were sincerely wished to Mr. and Mrs. Boyd 
Imler, and to Mrs. Verna Williams, at a fare- 
well party given by fellow workers on March 
5. Mr. Imler, who has been wire chief here 
for the past five years, was transferred to 
York. Mrs. Williams and family left for their 
new home in White Salmon, Washington. 
During the evening, pictures and movies 
were taken and Dale Bollman was presented 
his five-year service pin. The party was 
held at the Union Party Room, and there 
were eighteen in attendance . A new 
directional light has been installed at the 
Hotel Dudley to brighten up the corner 
which the paystations occupy ... Edith Par- 
sons, Bertha Anderson, Clara Chambers, Lora 
Biltoft, and Elizabeth Noren made a trip 
to Lincoln to enjoy the Ice Capades 
Robert Culver and wife, of Sutton, were 
getting acquainted here, and also house hunt- 
ing, preparatory to moving to Superior 
Edith Parsons is enjoying a visit with her 
son, Gerald. He is home on leave prior to 
returning to Fort Lewis, Washington, and 
Korea A surprise birthday party was 
held for Artis Bowen, chief operator, the 
evening of March 21. A covered dish dinner 
was served. Nila Thayer was a_e special 
guest. Miss Bowen wishes to thank the girls 
for the lovely remembrances presented to 
her on this occasion Nearly all em- 
ployees visited the Chest X-Ray mobile unit 
during its stay in Superior last week ; 
DeVee Smalley accompanied her mother-in- 
law to Rochester, Minnesota, where the latter 
received medical treatment .. . The rain, 
snow, and wind storm of March 24 did much 
damage to the Superior area tributaries. All 
toll lines and farm lines out of Superior were 
completely down. All available help and sup- 
plies were rushed into action early Sunday 
morning. The moisture was most welcome 
and the subscribers were very cooperative in 
waiting for service to be restored. 


York Area 


by Lois Lindburg 
A big “Welcome” to our new wire chief, 
Boyd Imier, who was transferred from Su- 
perior to York We are also happy to 
see June Moore in the commercial department 
again. She has returned from an extended 
leave of absence ... Edna Pflughaupt, chief 
operator, vacationed in Denver and Phoenix 

visiting relatives and friends. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diene Feldstein, Associate Editor 
A very swank and shiny new Cadillac 
pulled up to the curb and Dick Spohn wiped 
his hands on aé slightly older suit before 
opening the rear door and climbing in. He 
preeted his two friends—they were all on 


Area Manager Charles Crew of Geneva is 
probably trying to convince “Skipper” that it’s 
a dog’s life, running the commercial office while 
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—"Skipper’s’’ owner, Cashier Velma Bock, is 
back in the terminal room solving the mysteries 
of the test board and other complicated equip- 
ment. 


their way to view a piece of land in Colo- 
rado on which the Cadillac owner was plan- 
ning to build a cabin. After a long and 
tiring ride the new Cadillac was in better 
condition than Mr. Svohn. ‘‘Let’s walk around 
the land a bit,’’ suggested the owner. “You 
walk; I'll sleep’, replied Mr. Spohn. No 
sooner said than done. Suddenly, however, h 
woke with a start, smelling something burn- 
ing. ‘‘Probably just a few smoke signals,’”’ he 
thought. “To be serious, of course maybe 
the car is on fire. Or it might be a brush 
fire. On the other hand, it could be my 
imagination.’ Further deliberation was un- 
necessary as he realized how warm his 
arm felt. ‘‘Well, what do you know, cigarette 
lighters in the back seat.’’ He had been lean- 
ing against one in his sleep. The metal 
glowed and he disconnected it quickly. “Say,” 
sniffed his friends on re-entering the ear, 
“what’s burning?” The hood was lifted 
and the car inspected. Mr. Spohn sank 
quietly into a corner. ‘Well, guess the car's 
all right,’’ said the owner. “I could swear 
I smelled something burning though.’ ‘Do 
you think it looks like rain?” asked Mr. 
Spohn, gazing intently at the wild blue 
yonder . Proof in the form of a picture 
is circulating that Charles Lindgren is on 
the job. Falling asleep on his break recently, 
he slept soundly midst the racket in the 
club room until the middle of his lunch 
hour. All that was needed to aid his repose 
was a lily. The “Do Not Disturb” sign 
printed by a sympathetic fellow snow-shov- 
eler helped ... The March 24 storm “snowed 
in’’ several industrious workers for various 
portions of the day. Ralph Retzlaff and Jerry 
Swenson didn’t make it at all. Florence Calder 
spent six hours driving from Hardy to Lin- 
coln and arrived at 3:00 PM. And B. J. 
Sievers arrived at 1:10 with a cheerful “Good 
morning, my alarm didn’t go off’... ‘‘Well, a 
little moisture is good for the farmers,” 
sa‘'d Larry Connealy, viewing the snow drifts 
philosophically. He went out and vigorously 
shoveled his driveway. A short while later 
the wind had blown it back again. “Oh well, 
a little exercise is vood for you,” he told 
himself, and took up the shovel again, won- 
dering when the snow plow would arrive. 
Eventually it did, clearing a one-way tunnel 
for any enterprising motorist who cared to 
try his luck, It piled up a mountain of snow 
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all along Larry’s driveway. Once again he 
grasped the shovel, but this time what he 
said will not be printed ... In a pre-April- 
Fool trick, friends of Pat and Bob Tindall 
called in several pizza and chicken delight 
orders to be delivered to their apartment. 
This was bad enough—but they had already 
eaten ... It was a stormy day that B. J. 
Sievers chose to drive a group of women su- 
pervisors down to Beatrice and Fairbury to 
see the new building. As it grew late and 
the party didn’t return, Marie Vidlock and 
Betty Sherwood grew anxious. I. J. Devoe. 
however, wasn’t worried a bit—he knew that 
if they got stuck, Mr. Sievers could steer 
while his passengers pushed Among 
those who enjoyed hearing Louis Armstrong 
blow his own horn were: Barb Catron, Marge 
Tvrz, John Backstrom and Dewey Nelsen... 


Celebrating the end of her husband’s service 
career, Pat Tindall (and Bob) took a vacation 
trip to visit in-laws in Pennsylvania at the 
end of February Congratulations to 
George Mann on being elected secretary- 
treasurer of the York Rite governing council 
of Masons for 1957 and to I. J. Devoe for 
securing further rights to his right and 
honorable grandfathership. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 


Carol Goff, Sally Grabowski, 
Associate Editors 


The recent storms have caused Cleo Hart- 
man some trouble! Cleo lives in Staplehurst 
and when the weather is bad she sometimes 
stays in Lincoln overnight. Such was the case 
when it stormed quite heavily. Cleo was 
spending the night with a friend and fell get- 
ting out of the bathtub, thus cracking a few 
ribs. She also got snowed in when the March 
25 storm hit. She started out for work at 
noon when the roads were cleared, and ar- 
rived here at 2.30 p.m. We think Cleo is glad 
to see spring arrive... . Looking a little more 
at the sunny side of life, we hear that Edna 
Rosane and Ramona Johnson had a pleasant 
Surprise when their daughter and sister from 
Los Angeles dropped in for a week’s visit. 

. Barbara Shirey was really thrilled when 
her boy friend let her keep his car for a 
while. Barbara drove the car to work one 
day and offered Jolene Cole and Carol Goff 
a ride home that night. Jolene got home safe 
and sound, but Carol sat on O Street from 
9:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. while Barbara tried to 
start the stalled car. After at least ten phone 
calls to the L.A.F.B., Carol finally located the 
car’s owner to come to the rescue. ... Bet 
Eunice Bailey won't have any trouble starting 
that classy new green and white ’57 Buick 
convertible she and her hubby have pur- 
chased. Eunice gets rather confused, though, 
with all the automatic buttons in the car, 
and has some trouble getting the windows to 
g0 up and down... .A mysterious thing hap- 
pened a while back. A slight change had been 
made in the office procedure and a note was 
passed around to the girls in Eunice Bailey's 
department explaining it. The note was 
signed, “The Sherriff of Cochise.’ The girls 
all believe it came straight from Mrs. Bailey's 
desk, because they all know how to spell 
Sheriff... . Helen Pickard, Clara Jones, Rose 
Carlson, and Eunice Bailey made a trip to 
Beatrice and Fairbury March 14. In Beatrice 
they went through the new telephone build- 
ing and saw how the automatic dialing sys- 
tem worked. In Fairbury they talked to 
several people whose work interested the four 
Lincoln supervisors. Jolene Cole's four- 
year-old son Ricky would have some trouble 
working in our office, especially when it came 
time to fill out the Employees Progress Re- 
port. The section called oral expression might 
stump Ricky, who made this statement to 
Jolene the other day: “I saw a toy I want 
and it comes in a pagick. It's a motorcycle, 
but not one you can really ride, cause it 
doesn't have a shear gift.” . Some of the 
girls in Mrs. Bailey’s department were fright- 
ened when they heard a low moan that 
sounded like a sick animal. But to their sur- 


prise, they looked about only to find it was 
Louise Jenkins yawning! Eleanor Gra- 
bowski wonders what it is about her that 
scares Louise Jenkins. The other day, Eleanor 
had a question to ask Louise, so she scooted 
her chair over to her desk. Louise was busy, 
so Eleanor sat quietly for a moment so she 
wouldn’t disturb her. Suddenly she turned 
her chair around and was so Startled to see 
Eleanor sitting there that she let out a yelp 
that was heard in all four offices. Eleanor 
said later, “I didn’t realize I looked so bad.” 
... Girls looking forward to the women's 
bowling tournaments are Mickey Ward, Nor- 
ma Somerheiser, Pat Bailey. We hope every- 
body comes out on top. ... Many of the 
accounting people took in various programs 
in the new Pershing Auditorium. Those at- 
tending the variety of shows were Crystal 
Miller, Janis Wall, Charlotte Covert, Barbara 
Shirey and Delores Dovel. . . . Joan Thomsen 
spent one very nice week in Columbus, 
Georgia, where she stayed with Donelle and 
Ron Cotton. From all reports, she had a real 
nice time. . . . Charlotte Covert took a short 
but nice trip to Omaha to buy a few clothes. 
It was well worth her trip, for she came 
back loaded down with packages. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Mary Wanek has been in the the clouds as 
her husband Fran was home on leave from 
Ft. Ord, California. He reports back to Camp 
Carson, Colorado so he will be much closer 
to home. On Saturday evening, March _ 30, 
the union members of Local Commercial, their 
Wives, husbands and friends held a party at 
the Italian Village—we sure had a good time. 
Off with the measles for a few days were 
Maudie Henderson and Mary Pohlenz. They 
had the whole office exposed but no one else 
had them. During our snowstorm of March 
24, Marlene Holsten and friends went to 
Omaha for the ice show Sunday eve and did 
not get back to Lincoln until Monday night. 
They started home, couldn’t make it, so spent 
the night in Omaha. Sheila Schabacker, hus- 
band and daughter, were on their way from 
Minden to their home in Ceresco and were 
Marooned about 12 miles north of Lincoln 
from 7:00 Sunday nite until 4:30 Monday 
morning when the Highway Patrol rescued 
them. Marla Kutz and Sandy Carter made 
fudge the Friday before April Fools’ Day 
—so on that day they passed it among the 
employees of Local Commercial. It was real 
800d but the joke was on us as after every- 
one had eaten theirs they told us they put 
Ex-Lax in it—and they had! 


e * 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


“Boats,” states Lewis Hinkey, “are the 
mostest.”” He has four and is building an- 
other. He also has five motors and the use 
of a lake near Milford. Except that there 1s 
no water in the lake, it is a beautiful setup. 
-.. Fred Segoviano, on the other hand, 
doesn’t own a boat but does own shoreline 
on a large, beautiful lake in the lofty balsam 
country. Its only drawback—there’s no road 
to his property. This doesn’t perturb Fred, 
who spends his vacation every year camped 
on the opposite shore and enjoying his sandy 
beach through a pair of field glasses. 
Roberta Edgman, Don Neill, Ralph Steward 
and Larry Goodrich are quartered in one of 
the second floor suites under the experienced 
eye of Bob Clifford, who can hit a ping pong 
ball harder than anyone else. They are en- 
&aged in a special study relating to property 
records and such. “I’ve never had it so good,’ 
Philosophized Neill, as he waded back and 
forth through the carpet. . . . This same Clif- 
ford and his boss, Harlan Cane, whose pref- 
erence in cars differs from the brand of fleet 
car they were driving recently, were highly 
Sratified at the amount of trouble they were 
having with it. “Enough,” said Mr. Cane, 
“to fill a stillion old kit bags.’ These words 


Last month our “Family Album” page con- 
tained pictures of members of the Lincoln wire 
chief’s section and service board. There were 
some rescrettable omissions of folk whose pictures 
were unavailable. But we offer humble apologies 
to the gentleman shown above, the dean of the 
department, whose picture was lost in making 
the layout. So we present Arthur E. Lamberson, 
who stands guard over Lincoln’s night telephone 
service. He observed his 40th anniversary as a 
telephone man last January. 


are in rough paraphrase, since the law won’t 
allow his actual words in print. Their troubles 
were climaxed when the thing died on a 
railroad Xing. ‘‘We should have left the 
thing there to become smithereens,” stated 
Mr. Clifford, who believes the same way as 
his boss does—as who wouldn’t? The rest of 
us think these two just don’t know how to 
drive a good car. ... Tom Goldenstein has 
been humming ‘‘The Old Oaken Bucket”’ since 
spending a weekend digging a well down on 
the old home place. “A well-digger doesn’t 
get nearly as cold as I’ve been led to believe,”’ 
states Tom. . Jack Swigerd, famous bow 
and arrow artist, MC’d one evening at the 
Lincoln Sport Show. Jack reports, “I did a 
good job.”. . . Jerry Schleiger, who goes like 
mad all week, is enjoying the restful quiet 
of his new home in the suburbs. ‘‘The only 
thing that even stirs,” says Jerry, “is the 
lawn—it’s settling.” ‘‘I’ll have to do something 
about that,’ muses Jerry as he shifts his 
weight in his easy chair. Next June, it will 
probably be ‘Open the door, Ma, so the 
weeds can grow in; I want to chop ’em off.” 


... Other items: “It’s only a month and 19 
days,” sighs prospective groom Bill Leitgeb, 
puffing nervously on a big, black cigar. : 
“Sometime in June,’ reveals Virginia Klatt, 
sighing. .. . ‘‘No trouble this month,” reports 
Don Swanson, well Known landlord. : 
“We've learned how to keep out of trouble,” 
answered Glen McCown, of the Brick Smith- 
McCown inspection crew, when asked why no 
news. Even their disabilities go unsung. Brick 
went to the hospital one day and was back 
on the job before we could even hit the 
flower fund... . Famous last words: “I won't 
need these any more,” quoth George Bossung 
the Saturday before the big snow as he 
changed off his snow tires. . . . Cutest quote: 
George Bossung, Jr., at the recent circus: 
“What's Daddy up to now, Mama?” pointing 
to a clown masquerading among the spec- 
tators aS an orangoutang and making passes 
at the ladies... . ‘‘They’re no good,” repeated 
Mrs. Spencer, as Orville insisted on hanging 
four gaudy pictures on the wall of his new 
living room. ‘‘They must be good,” retorted 
Orv, “I got them at that fancy art shop. 
Look at the bill!’’ Later he saw the self-same 
reproductions hanging over the bargain 
counter in the basement of a local 5 & 10. 
Orville is really shaken up. The best 
news of the month: Marie Jackson is back 
on the job after several months of hospitaliza- 
tion and convalescence. 
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Lincoln Traffic 


by Kathleen Carey 


This is eggsactly what happened on the 
Della Wilcox versus the egg story. Della 
boldly tapped what she thought was a hard- 
boiled egg on the table in the snack bar one 
day but, to Della’s amazement, the slimy, 
slippery, raw egg slithered down onto her 
new skirt while all gazed in horrible fascina- 
tion. Witnesses report they thought that 
yaller egg looked mighty fetching on Della’s 
new purple skirt but for some reason Della 
didn’t fancy it. ...A new diamond is spar- 
kling on the hand of Laura Merrill. ... Mar- 
delle Favinger had the dubious honor of being 
the 10lst of a group of people who spent a 
27-hour vigil waiting out the storm at a farm- 
house near Elmwood on the night of March 
24. Mardelle reports it is rather difficult to 
sleep when twelve babies are howling, all at 
once. The hostess made an attempt to feed 
her guests by baking bread and cookies; still 
Mardelle says she felt like a “Hungry Refu- 
gee.”” ... STORM STUMPERS: Subscriber to 
operator, ‘“‘Do you have a pencil, operator?” 


... A Lincoln operator asked a Hastings 
operator if she had a circuit to Holdrege and 
received the reply, “No, I’m OD until Wed- 
nesday.” ... When we gave a subscriber the 
report, ‘‘Due to the heavy traffic, I am un- 
able to try your call for an hour,’’ she turned 
to someone in the room with her and said 
disgustedly, ‘“Isn’t that silly, just because 
there’s a lot of traffic outside, she can’t try 
on my eall.’””’ And then there was the lady 
who insisted that we give her ‘“Ulcer-22878.” 
Well, we got ’em, lady; at least a “‘light’’ case 
since the storm. 


“Retired” Club 


by Ann M. Keegan 


In the absence of our associate editor, Flor- 
ence McKie, yours truly offers the following 
bits of news: Laura Sires is enjoying a visit 
with her daughter, Mrs. Louise Badger of Des 
Moines, Iowa. Incidentally, at the time of 
this writing, Laura is feeling much improved. 


.. . We are informed that our W. H. Spurlock 
continues to be in poor health, which appeals 
to the sympathy of all of us....Mr. and Mrs. 
H. W. Potter spent a month at the Casa Blanca 
in Montego Bay, Jamaica, B.W.I. Before re- 
turning to Lincoln the Potters also will vaca- 
tion in Florida. . . . Games were the order of 
the day at our last meeting. Everyone seemed 
to enjoy them, but will welcome back T. S. 
Risser, who has been absent from the city, to 
show us some more of those pictures which 
are so interesting, instructive and enjoyable. 


Supply 


by Sylvia A. Hoaglin 


It was quite a thrill for Mary Hessler to 
“break in” their new Pontiac. We believe 
Don purchased the new car just to give Mary 
the extra thrill after receiving her driver's 
license. . . . Welton Grant is the proud owner 
of a new Ford. .. John Litzenberg traded 
his Dodge for, you guessed it, another Dodge. 
He is a confirmed ‘‘Dodge man.” ... Alyce 
Zwiener is a mighty brave girl. Rain and snow 
could not Keep her home. She drove to Peoria, 
Illinois to Keep a week-end date with friends. 


George Fleck vacationed in Chicago to 
attend the wedding of his niece. ... Bob 
Donaldson is convalescing at home after re- 
cent surgery. We hope he is back on the job 
soon... . Darlene Gabriel and Mabel Hoffman 
were honored by Supply Office girls at a noon 
luncheon prior to their departure to take up 
full-time household duties. ... A ‘welcome 
back”’ to Mary Wynn who was gone for a 
month but decided she liked her work here 
better. 
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Donelle Cotton, Accounting, Phil Bailey, Construction, 

while posting an LT-50 for replaced his economy car with 

7 a government telephone in- . ase ek ee ae ities 

. ; : stallation came upon the job. e la e new one 

Velma Garlock, York Traffic, was setting out a late lunch incerestine eae ace about one week when shinier 
for guests when the mustard jar fell from the serving tray shares 24 Ble ieee Hess walked past as he was |  @@epuo “napaomwe cice he SRR Pt ee | 0} 

and bounded across the room, spraying its messy contents it into: "Bill in arrears," peering into the innards un- 


in all directions. Her living room was a complete mess. der the hood. Phil couldn't 
._ Velma was so discouraged and provoked she vowed it could a method covered by account- Eoideve tie cco ae caine go 


stay that way, while she moved out of town. much gasoline unless it was 
running out of a hole in the 
gas line. 


ing procedure. 


15 A HECK OF # 
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Our candidates for the oscar, "St. Bernard of 1957," are 
Jim Tice and Don Nielsen, cablemen, who didn't know what 
a fine feeling it was to go without dinner until they 
fought their way to the Milford Junction during the snow 
storm and came upon a car containins a man and wife and 
five children who had been’ snowbound on the highway for 
more than 12 hours. The youngsters were hungry, so the 
telephone men gave them their own lunches. 


After 45 minutes of concentrated 
effort to open the coin box at 
the Humboldt office pay station, 
Manager Ivan Haith called Vyrl 
Clark at Pawnee City to report 
his plight. While Vyrl was 
pondering the situation, Ivan 
made a last attempt and dis- 
covered he had been using the 
wrong key all the time 


Mrs. A. B. Gorman wheeled the 
wrong basket of groceries past 
the checker, paid the bill and 
carried them home. There, the 
man of the house reached a 
curious hand into the sack and 
received the shock of his life 
when he pulled out two cans of 
BABY FOOD: 


WONT YOU INTRODUCE 
ME TO THE “ENGINEERS.” 


AW, IT'S HOWARD , YOU 
NOTHING BUT GOTTA STOP — 
ft FIRE TRUCK LET ME OUT 


OF HERE! 


WHY OFFICER, | WOULDN'T 
THINK OF SUCH # THING ! 


ese eS ee . » ptm aadoes ty Howard Smith and Loran Powell 

. | | Le - left the 15 & M building headed 
Dan Smith told his wife one morming that he | oe for 4-Office just as fire 
wouldn't be home for lunch because some engi- / trucks began to arrive to 
neers were coming to Beatrice and he would > quench a blaze in a _ nearby 
dine with them. Later his plans were changed Marzaret (Peg) Murphy, David City Traffic, building. Howard is impatient 


when a quartette of accounting department was cruising sedately homeward from a trip with delays, even if imposed by 
ladies visited the office and Dan was invited to Omaha when she was overtaken by a state law. He kept making tentative 
to join the party, alons with Messrs. Burge, patrol car with blaring siren. Margaret encroachments into the paths of 
Oglesby and Sievers. Dan forgot to tell his oncomins, fire trucks until they 


: pulled to the side of the highway while , : 
wife of the switch and he was nonplussed when finally strung a hose in front 


the officer sniffed the contents of the 


she walked into the hotel dining room that Pepsi-Cola bottle she had been sipping er nis - Car. Loran meanwhile 
noon. She greatly enjoyed the moment’ when along the way. She received a nice apology had dashed from the car and 
she tapped him on the shoulder and asked to when the sniff established her innocence. fled to the safety of his 


be introduced. office chair. 


ee 


Houses in the black cloud’s path, if not blown asunder, were tossed 
about like children’s toys. No item seemed too heavy to become air-borne 
by the raging winds. This picture was taken in southeast Milford. 
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The twister was still potent as it crossed “’O” street highway, west of 
the Pleasant Dale corner. Here several spans of telephone line were 
wrecked. 


Only the flag pole remains to mark the location of a country school 
mear Exeter as the tornado was gathering force for its descent on Milford. 


Milford Crippled 


Of all the children of Nature, the most feared in our 
part of the country is the rampaging tornado. Strongest of 
all air masses, its roaring funnel is capable of destroying al- 
most any structure that stands in its path. Most midwest- 
erners can recognize tornado weather, and know that the 
twisters are born of colliding warm and cold air layers, with 
the warm air somehow becoming trappped beneath the cold 
mass from the northwest. Tornadoes are more numerous than 
most people think. Some are small and of short life. Some 
pass harmlessly overhead or dip to the ground without effect 
in the open countryside. Others grow to monstrous size and 
sweep a path of destruction for a hundred miles or more. 


One such twisting demon was spawned on a squall 
line southwest of Edgar in the late afternoon of Thursday, 
April 25. It followed generally the path of our last great 
windstorm of June 6, 1956. It narrowly missed Ong, Geneva, 
Exeter and Friend as it roared along in its northeasterly di- 
rection. No storm in Nebraska’s history was more accurately 
tracked and reported, thanks to modern communication vehi- 
cles. As it became apparent that the town of Milford lay 
squarely in its path, the warning signal was sounded from 
the fire station and William Rumler, police chief, drove the 
town, street by street, with his car siren wailing to warn 
people to take cover. 


A few minutes later the great black cloud swept in from 
the southwest, tearing a jagged path across the southeast 
section of the town, and whirled on across country in the 
general direction of Lincoln. The cloud now lifted skyward, 
and except for isolated strips of damage, as far away as 
Omaha, it passed into history. Its brutal task was done. 


The people of stricken Milford lifted their heads and 
looked about them. The havoc was almost unbelievable. 
Nearly 50 homes were totally destroyed, many of them shat- 
tered into the unrecognizable rubble with which the storm 
area was strewn. A hundred other homes were damaged to 
varying degrees. Several business establishments were de- 


Our pole lead west of Milford marked the spot where the funnel passed 


by. George Barney, general plant superintendent and A. W. Holcomb, con- 


struction supervisor, inspect the damage. 
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hy April Tornado 


stroyed, although the tornado luckily missed the main busi- 
ness section and much of the residential part of the town. 

Our cameraman, Loran Powell, was on the scene the 
next morning, taking pictures and talking to people who 
still were in a state of shock from the brief moments of 
terror they experienced as the tornado passed over them. 
Their stories differed little from one another. In a black, 
terrible, suffocating moment their homes and possessions had 
been swept away. 


Directly affected were several folk of LT&T. The par- 
ents of Mildred Hughes of Lincoln Traffic were severely 
injured and left homeless by the storm. Velda Smith of Lin- 
coln Traffic and her father Mell Williams also were injured. 
Ralph Schweitzer of Lincoln switchroom, who lives in Mil- 
ford, was in Lincoln that evening with Mrs. Schweitzer. 
They had left their three children with a babysitter, who 
huddled with them behind a refrigerator as the cloud passed 
by. A huge board was blown through a window and through 
the crib where the baby had been lying only a few minutes 
before. The plank pierced the mattress, lifted it from the 
crib and pinned it into the wall. The Schweitzer home was 
spared although those across the street were all carried away. 
K. J. Boshart, of General Commercial, had property in Mil- 
ford that incurred extensive roof damage, glass breakage, and 
had the back porch torn away. 


Utilities suffered heavy damage, typical of tornadic 
storms. The town’s electricity was cut off immediately. 
About 400 of the exchange’s 700-plus telephones were out 
of service. A portable emergency generator was put into 
operation at the telephone office, running all night Thursday 
and all day Friday to furnish lights and maintain current for 
operating the exchange. 


Several construction crews and splicing teams, together 
with plant men from Seward and David City were on the 
job during the weekend and by Sunday service was com- 
pletely restored—all but 40 telephones. There were no homes 
left in which to replace them. 
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The plant department excels in the finely drawn art of logistics by 


Providing the exact materials needed at the proper place and time. This 
Phase of reconstruction work never ceases to be amazing. 


Photographer Loran Powell said of this scene: “I talked to young people 
just starting their marriage in new homes—now utterly swept away; and to 
older people who, through the years, have gathered cherished possessions— 
all blown away and destroyed in a matter of seconds. I saw the look of 
utter frustration in their eyes. They had no plans. They did not know what 
to do, or how it would all turn out.” Typical of the homes which stood 
in the direct path of the funnel, these seemed to have been dropped 
into a giant hopper and ground into splinters and powder. 


In a fickle change of mood the wind lifted this house from its founda- 
tion almost intact and deposited it firmly upon its side. There seems to be 
neither rhyme nor reason for the fact that some homes were spared 
with little damage while others, but a few feet away, were completely 
destroyed. 


4 3 fe 


N.T.A. Convention 
Provided a 


Ghe Nebraska Celephonue Association 
CERTIFICATE OF MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT 
PRESENTED TO 
Merle M. Hale 


PRESIDENT 


UNITED STATES INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION 


Choice Program 


1955-1956 
IN RECOGNITION OF DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO 


THE TELEPHONE INDUSTRY AND TO THE COMMUNITY 


For the Board of Directors 


April 23, 1957 PRESIDENT 


The 57th annual convention of the 
Nebraska Telephone Association was 
held at Lincoln on April 23 and 24. It 
received even more than the usual en- 
dorsement from members of our organ- 


Facsimile of the award, which later will be made into a plaque, 
ization because K. L. Lawson, general 


presented to Merle M. Hale at the annual banquet. 


Photo: Syracuse Journal-Democrat 

One of three dozen isolated exchanges was Syracuse. The town was cut 
off from all means of communication and transportation by an exceptional- 
ly heavy belt of snowfall. The car and man on the hill top are dwarfed 
by the huge drift that blocked the highway. 


Photo: Marvin Pilfold 

Pole damage was extensive in the western counties where the wind 

gathered speed across the flat countryside. At this point, east of Nelson 
one-half mile of pole line was blown over into an adjacent field. 


Aftermath of the Spring Snowstorm 


commercial superintendent, was round- 
ing out his term as president of the 
association and, in that capacity, was in 
general charge of events. 
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(Above) K. L. Lawson, as N.T.A. president, di- 
rected the course of the general sessions and 
acted as toastmaster for the annual banquet. 


(At right) W. D. Quinn, sales supervisor, ap- 
peared on the program to give an _ interesting 
revelation of the forces behind telephone mer- 
chandising. 


The convention established a fine at- 
tendance record and featured a smooth 
flowing agenda of speakers and activi- 
ties. The two-day program included 
appearances on the rostrum of Rev. 
Vance D. Rogers, Trinity Methodist 
Church, Lincoln; Merle M. Hale, vice 
president of LT&T; Hon. David A. 
Hamil, administrator of R.E.A. from 
Washington; Judge Herbert A, Ronin, 
of Lincoln; Wm. D. Quinn, sales super- 
visor for LT&T; John A. Bonebright, 
State Railway Commission; and G. A. 
Holmes, Northwestern Bell, A. B. Gor- 
man, chairman of the resolutions com- 
mittee, reported for that body. 


A Pioneer luncheon, sponsored joint- 
ly by the Frank H. Woods and Casper 
E. Yost chapters, was held in the Geor- 
gian room at noon on the second day, 
with chapter presidents Myra Metcalf 
of Lincoln and Julia Gross of Omaha 


bringing greetings from their respective 
groups. The arrangement committee 
was composed of R. S. Brewster, Opal 
Allison and Gertrude Behm. 

Guests at the annual banquet, April 
23, filled the Cornhusker ballroom 
from wall to wall. One of the high- 
lights of this gathering was the pre- 
sentation of a certificate of meritorious 
achievement to Merle M. Hale, past 
president of both state and national 
associations in recognition of “‘distin- 
guished service to the telephone indus- 
try and to the community.” 


At the annual meeting of directors, 
Vernon Allen of Scottsbluff was elec- 
ted president for the ensuing term. K. L. 
Lawson was returned as a member of 
the board of directors and F. M. Strasser 
was retained as acting secretary-treas- 
urer until June, when his successor will 
take office. 
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While the toils and adventures of the 
great snowstorm of March 24 are yet 
fresh in mind, it should be recounted 
that the record books will show it to be 
one of the most costly of all time. The 
extent of the storm’s damage was not 
so widespread as some of those of the 
past, but rising costs of labor and ma- 
terial account for the tremendous ex- 
penditures necessary to restore plant 
and service. 

We must go back nearly 20 years to 
find a storm of equal severity and dam- 
age. Almost a new generation of tele- 
phone folk have taken over the duties 
of plant construction and traffic work 
since that time. 

But there is this to be said of the 
present generation: They reacted to the 
emergency exactly as their elders have 
done all through the years of telephone 
history. A terrific burden was thrown 
on members of the traffic department 
as switchboards glowed with lights from 
offered business while toll outlets were 
severely restricted if indeed they were 
in existence at all. 

Beatrice Traffic hit an all-time high 
March 25 with 1,353 offered calls. At 
Hastings, 602 calls were completed 
March 24 with only four circuits to 
Omaha and one to York. The next day, 
with only ten working circuits, 979 calls 
were completed. 

On April 2, G. P. Barney, general 
plant superintendent, addressed a letter 
to plant supervisors, asking them to con- 
vey his feelings to all plant men who 
had part in the job of service restora- 


tion. The letter will bear reprinting in 
its entirety. 

Gentlemen: At this writing we are 
just completing mop-up operations of 
the recent severe wind and snow storm. 
This storm rates as one of the worst and 
most widely spread in the history of our 
company. We conservatively estimate 
the cost of repairing the damage will 
approach $100,000. Restoration of all 
services was completed in a relatively 
short period. 

During the period of restoration we 
made several trips through the terri- 
tory. At all points of work operation 
“The Spirit of Service’ was surely 
aglow. All supervisors were at their 
posts and had surveyed the damage in 
their respective areas and reported in 
detail to headquarters promptly. Em- 
ployees were observed working under 
most trying conditions, their clothing 
completely soaked, wading in deep 
snow and mud, and climbing and work- 
ing on poles in wind velocities that 
made the job most difficult. Long days 
were endured without complaint. 

Certainly, under these conditions, you 
sort out the men from the boys, and we 
are quick to add that we found no boys. 
Many of our employees who assisted in 
this service restoration were working 
on their first job assignment, and with- 
out exception they gave fine service. 

This is one time in my life when I 
wish that I possessed the oratory of 
Winston Churchill, that my apprecia- 
tion might be adequately expressed to 
each and every person for the fine job 
that was done during this emergency. 
The whole task was completed with a 
minimum of confusion. Cooperation 
among employees and with the depart- 
ments was at its peak. As excellent a 
piece of teamwork as it has ever been 
my pleasure to observe. It becomes ap- 
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parent that good judgment was exer- 
cised in the use of our motor vehicles, 
since we experienced no mechanical 
breakdowns of any consequence during 
the restoration period. 

Unfortunately two of our employees 
suffered accident injuries, which we 
most sincerely regret. 

I wish it were possible for me to 
meet and congratulate each plant em- 
ployee individually for their excellent 
assistance, fine attitude, and coopera- 
tion which prevailed during this emer- 
gency. Please accept my sincere appre- 
ciation and congratulations on a job 
well done. Will you kindly convey my 
message to all those under your super- 
vision who assisted in this storm work. 

(s) G. P. Barney. 
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Photo: Marvin Pilfold 

The supply truck, piled high with just the 
right materials, fought its way through the drifts 
to reach Hastings the morning after the storm. 
Rudy C. Trouba, Jr., helper on the truck, is shown 
unloading materials. Jake M. Isley, driver, is 
not in view. 


The Scatter Pins, who lived up to the name by taking the championship 
in the team event of the women’s tournament. Team members, left to right, 
are: Darlene Multer, Pearl Lawson, Norma Somerheiser, Pat Eichberger, 


Mildred Versaw. 


Bowlers bather From Far 


Construction No. 


George A. Wasson. 


Amid the crashing of pins and screams of the wounded, 
the company-wide bowling tournaments for women and Men 


men passed into history on April 7 and April 28, respectively. 
It was the first time the ladies have held an all-company 
compet and from the amount of generated enthusiasm, it 
should not be the last. Shirley Heiliger of Lincoln Commer- 


Wasson-R.Smith 


Dehning-Mann 


cial, with her left-handed hook ball, almost wrote her own 


ticket in the ladies’ tournament as she carried off top honors 
in singles, all-events scratch and all-events handicap. She 
shared in the doubles crown with Marlene Wait. 

The men’s tournament was the largest ever, as 125 hope- 


Norman Duer, Con- 


ful keglers rolled for the prize awards. 


struction, current leader of the Lincoln league, was the in- 


dividual standout. 


He placed first in singles, all-events 


scratch and all-events handicap. The doubles trophy was Men 


won by J. H. Buck of York and John Summers of Hebron. 
Mr. Buck had the high individual series of 611, which in- 


cluded the day’s high game of 242. 


THE LEADERS 
Singles (Handicap) 


Men Women Men 
Norman Duer ........2..22-222--02---2--- 672 Shirley Heiliger -.................22.... 589 Construction #4 ............. 
bes Livingston: <cncawaccaaus 652 EStner BOMGE scceiesictee nso 556 = Engineering ..............22...-..- 
RS le, HOGS acascsctectincantensee 640 JMGHITG: “WGOTWAG! cisincconccsenedesaees 554 York Construction ............. 
Ron PIGDEr? w4.:cacasnesmss 631 I DIE SIMPSON: sicneddcreccd. con otoctone 533 ~Shop-SupBIY cicccccccccncoccaceys 
Nite SSHOLY ata oovasenes nies 629 RAGIN, SSOUOCKS  sceecienqsanurcsertres 530 »©ConstructioncJ£) sccicccccs.x., 


The women’s doubles champs, from left: Mar- 


lene Wait and “Shirley MHeiliger. Shirley also 
picked up the top money for singles-handicap; 
and both scratch and handicap divisions in the 
all-events. 


Bob White 


Although he carried a “light handicap, Nor- 
man (Buck) Duer’s potent strike-ball and accurate 
spare shooting carried him to the head of the 
list in singles, all-events scratch and all-events 
handicap. 
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Bucknell-White ................. 


Ss Fis BGK : dctcocesceeccus 


Peewee eee eceww ences 


Do is SIGIR © cctauen Sau cceeueeces 
Roger Dehning ............----. 


4 team members had never rolled together, but 
that did not stop them from blasting their way to the championship. Left 
to right: Charles E. Connors, R. L. Smith, W. R. Bartels, C. E. DeVore, 


and Near 


Doubles (Handicap) 


- Women 
Pct tee 1311 Heiliger-Wait -.....................-.---- 1089 
pss antes 1225 Bailey-Somerheiser ....................1081 
coewoueas 1224 GOracke-HOAMN  xcnasseisncesiccsessecs.cs 1] O55 
ein. 1218 Pohlenz-J. Baker ......................1012 
See lee 1218 B= WII fede cote bt teed cuenta Pe 
All-Events (Scratch) 
Women 
acrid 1656 Shirley Heiliger ............c.0.......1372 
ueciviete 1572 Norma Somerheiser ...............-..1359 
ante 1527 Henrietta Goracke ....................1336 
ecimite 1490 Jean Baker ..20:0.2.000-.0 1262 
epsltae ke 1482 May TUmey scncciatieeedeinenn TLOO 
All-Events (Handicap) 
Women 
pabececse 1899 Shirley Heiliger -.........................1642 
eae Say 1842 PAGY TUNTIOY accdievescscowtinccctececionee VORO 
biel 1840 Henrietta Goracke ....................1588 
shasiwane 1828 Jean Boker .............................. 1568 
ene 1823 Norma Lee Hahn. ....................1542 
Team (Handicap) 
Women 
veined 3061 ScOtter PIAS: sicsscssscecnsersdicesccaoncr eee 
Jyatiawes 3052 Commercial 22) c.ccccescccccsde een. 2490 
seeieaiee 294] Tecumseh ...........22.2..220-2002--------- 2445 
ey 2912 Comimerciol 362 -...cncwcn et 2058 
aceilacis 2887 T= TORCS snscndonsanvavewuidoianciduewchow 


en 


J. H. Buck rolls his destructive left- panide 
from the edge of the gutter. John Summers stands 
in the background. They teamed to carry off the 
doubles crown with a whopping 1311 total. 


LIA T Drivers 


Awarded Safe Uriving 


Certificates 


by John S. Reed 


A. T. Albers A. C. King 


Since 1932, the Lincoln Kiwanis Club 
has sponsored a traffic safety program 
honoring commercial vehicle drivers in 
Lincoln for accident-free driving during 
the previous years. Under the following 
governing rules of this organization, 
Lincoln drivers are given awarded cer- 
tificates attesting to their safe driving 
performance over a period ranging from 
one to twenty-five years: 


The Lincoln Kiwanis Club 
Traffic Safety Program—Governing Rules 


1. Any Lincoln firm operating commercial 
vehicles, taxicabs, busses, or passenger 
cars On firm business is eligible to par- 
ticipate in this program. 


2. Any qualified Lincoln firm desiring to 
participate in the Kiwanis Club Traffic 
Program shall fill out a_ registration 
blank and return to the Secretary of the 
Club. 

3. Drivers of motor vehicles of participating 
firms, who meet the requirements of the 
program, will be honored at a_ public 
dinner at which time a certificate recog- 
nizing their good record for the year will 
be awarded. 

4. To qualify for a ‘’Safe Driver Certifi- 
cate’’ the motor vehicle driver must have 
been employed as a driver for a partici- 
pating firm for the full calendar year 
preceding the award and also; 

a. His record must be free from any 
accident involving personal injury 
Or property damage, or 

b. If an accident has occurred during 
the year, some responsible official 
of the firm must certify that it has 
been clearly established that the 


kis is ta 
Qertify: 


driver was in no way personally 

responsible for the accident, either 

in regard to faulty judgment or 

improper handling of the vehicle. 
In certifying a driver for an award, par- 
ticipating firms shall certify the total 
number of consecutive calendar years 
driven without an accident since the be- 
ginning of this Kiwanis activity on Janu- 
ary 1, 1932, or since the date of the 
last accident, whichever is later. 
This year 80 LT&T drivers are re- 
ceiving this 
driving habits. The Company is proud 
to have two of its drivers, A. T. Albers 
and A. C. King of Central District, 


'R. L. Clinton 


commendation for safe 


awarded certificates 
for 25 years of acci- 


dent-free driving, 
the entire period 
that the Kiwanis 


Program has been 
in effect. R. L. Clin- 
ton of Central Dis- 
trict received recog- 
nition for twenty 
years of safe driv- 
ing. 


Other LT&T employees who received 
the Kiwanis certificates and the num- 
ber of years they drove without an ac- 
cident are as follows: 


District or 


Name Department Years 
G.B.. Keith cccecnctiisecinimncs Bester! sicccesceei Sk 16 
PE PRS PROIIGIN. seceewnoscckceeeence SUDOIY scadorent ce 15 
Al COk: sci ndivkntenct KERR) | etic ecco eles, 15 
A Me StUctier «cc. cent Construction ................ 13 
FE. E;. JGRASONM: siackstccances 2s as | a ee 13 
M. D. Chamberlain .......... COPrstruction. ...c:..:c6<.005- 12 
Oy PT: rice tcestxcemterceaed Construction ... ........ 1] 
C. S$. Whittington ............ Supply 7, 
Oe SMS 6 U4 0 en ee Engineering 9 
Wi. Ws ENO ido teestpece aces SUGONY  ses2ecaccacistes _9 
D. Frankforter .................. GOTIEP ON con ccseeneesawsvacuteoss 8 
Dic Wh ORES cetGiociernatiacs SUDDIY inc searceass 8 
C. F. Hutchison -Construction .... 8 
Je D. -LIRZERDUFE s....20hke SUDO So ccencccsearcusssneencs 8 
Pe 1D, UN GY cease actacs/caccaes COMSTTUCTION: \ccccscevecss ee 
J. L. Olson sida suites UIRIEREE: Gh wcss csv geas ben ece 8 
Bo BOS POTTSON: sistas cease ROTIREN 6 cxacciotescel. weueaces 8 
BN. ONTO osiecksiececcncecs DOSTOITD © ection: cvscesas a 
Pic Sogn RSP RICE concen ccescossucsccs TNNTOR . casc.tavsseese ay 
Ric Js: GONMMIOTS: ccccscccecansescns Central .... ........ or 
Fe os PRCIWIRINIS: Scdsnandddccuncdes Zentral oe 
RB. bs HOMGNSTEIN weccccecccee CONITOL ccc. ec2ccce:: Se 
Ls Wee INGER wcesvecacatccttenssce CORTTON catconsascess wwe 
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Certificute nf Commendation as a Safe Brive 
E. M&. Parnes) y 


has driven a motor ve 


Driving without accte 
by the Lincoln Kiwanis: Chai fs 


ep 
Attested by: 4 4 He iy 
Kok 
bo 


} ye . 
(i sim uae Secretary 


Dated at Lincoln ebraska, we May 1 
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District or 


Name Department Years 
DD, s SHAY, wvessceern cients POMAPRUEGID: - eeccccbececcbstedaudsess # 
LR. ROGGE a ucoo esse cancss a 55 1 6 | ne ev ar eee 7 
John Dittenber ................ SBRIPOED eissecc dsc seers 6 
Cy A. BOOGISS cloacae Commercial .................. 6 
E. W. Moats ........-........... GMT (sivccidncanacdew: ite GB 
bes Pc IO aes ea eta ee | re es 6 
Se ST | a |g | caer CONG” 2225 Sic ss: 6 
Fe DO. GIO@Gh ccccceecicease.d COPIEPO) Getic de Sec seeuden 5 
Fee) OM os | eee COST: xp neseyususeeoeers 5 
J is TSI siietecte oo acne BUD DIY care ester dent nctentousy = 
Dy. age TAN NEP -Gactececactatecasuneae OTTO © occ ccccseie cede 5 
R. M. Merrill ........-.-.....--.. 1 f 2 | ee ee 5 
Bay. ROYCS Goi ccseteeect Sis rices cane ace cceepa apne 5 
©" | eS C9 | = ee ee cg at (eee ee ene 5 
EF Ws DROWOD) ecscicsececeaccueces SG 2 | ern eae em 4 
T. G. Goldenstein ...........- Engineering .................- 4 
Ro Es IBD BE actecccicectecsceund CONTPON 2cth 2 eee cece 4 
Ay Wo PIGICOMmb. 2.5... ncee Construction ................ 4 
M. A. Lohmeier ............---- Central sche ooo 4 
RD. WN es F-10115. | rc 4 
A. D.. Campbell <.scncniscss Sc): 12 | Leen ene RUE 3 
We 'P. Gomis ccc cs ees cane CONSTFUCTION: ccc:-5cck. | 
Be sn BGIMOtt secs cceecccuckes Construction ............... iS 
Se. En RRIZISE vsccenschevcsconees oS Ok] 6) 5 ee eee 3 
D. M. Hunt 5 Seagal SOPISITUIE TION Seasczcticcse 3 
Be ESS: LIVES Seether sewers CERITON: Aco cisacctéecscss ie 
I Be WETS ease Construction .............. 3 
A. R. Balderson .............-.- Sle | | en ere ee 2 
i Ge BONA ob isecncdedtcunsen POPUP: aheciectsteascyssascexs 2 
L. Gy FAGNSEN 2. CCRPVEEON  Scuse cpaccuendcndeseeset 2 
Loe i PUGS acts ciccucnnzoemets Construction ............... 2 
E. 0. RORWOPT etc o a ecas CCOPITIUAN 9 nsleticnsiiclacccususs 2 
Re Ge WGTING cecciceece cece cesses COnstruetiony: <2... arnt 
ae Ee PAINE? ccanincteeicoces 5 |e | Ono eee ae ann 2 
D. R. Nielson .................. CONSIFUCTIGN: .220..255-cu.. 2 
H. W. Robinette .~............. | co | Sener eae ee 2 
1D. SIM .cccvesntsenpeasetice COMSITUGTION «<i22..c 2 
Rita. VROUDG, EY: seccctidedace SUBDIY © sxcececcncxsin: idhadase ale 
Bg A GR a cavscacaisasoweawed CORPO - Seshl Seamedsuns eatiot: z 
WJ. WEDGE seiiece ence COTTON » seco ev Scere 2 
R. R. Wendell ....-.-....... COV ecsdiccsncectakun 2 
D. H. Anderson ................ Construction .............. sal 
Ro By. BOSM  xrecsasecsccccicascaves SUDENY | seccecscntatacaveusien: 1 
C, bs BOUSR: cues UII SoocccunSecleccrncdcsseds. ] 
E. T. Dougherty .............. CRPITOD  pcbadecdnsecadecds sakes ] 
GED scsceticdacacacednies Construction ............... 1 

David Guthrie .................. PIG, bcos eek Siete. 1 
WoL. Figgins soiccccc-cc..c--ce COINV OD 2 aa. cecdiccotessarien ] 
Eo E,. Ripple seccene cte ered Construction |... ........ oy 
ie," amt i go) | eee ee BUEN ods tey ctreccsaacs Nee A 
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L. K. White ..........--..........Central 42 saunas seeiasw 8 
Ry Lic, VWOTNZEN ane cciccevccnvesend Central: scccccieckeesdcetie= ] 


These employees were honored at a 
dinner by the Kiwanis Club at the 
Cornhusker Hotel on May 1. Messrs. 
Albers and King were among the five 
Lincoln drivers given special mention 
for their 25 years of continuous no- 
accident driving. Lloyd C. Jenkins of 
Lincoln Plant, who represented the 
Kiwanis Public and Business Affairs 
Committee, had charge of the banquet. 


Ivan Paddac Minnie Allen 
Lincoin Lincoln 
35 Years 30 Years 


P. J. Garvey 


H. O. Gillespie 
Beatrice Lincoln 
30 Years 20 Years 


Hilda Ramsey G. C. Artz 
Tecumseh Lincoln 
20 Years 20 Years 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


42 Years J. H. Hartley, Lincoln. 


Ai Years RR. S. Baldwin, G. C. Mann, Otto 
Nelsen, C. G. Riedel, Lincoln. 


36 Years J. L. Baxter, W. J. Knudson, C. F. 
Peachman, Lincoln. 


35 Years Ivan Paddack, Lincoln. 


33 Years T. B. Chinnock, Lincoln; Irene 
Swan, David City. 

32 Years  W. K. Eno, L. C. Jenkins, M. H. 
Metcalf, Lincoln; Hilda Johanns, Platts- 
mouth; R. E. Wait, Stromsburg. 

30 Years Minnie Allen, Lincoln; H. O. Gil- 
lespie, Beatrice. 

29 Years A. L. Johnson, Lincoln. 

28 Years Moreane Alldritt, E. J. Flowerday, 
Hastings: R. E. Mills, Lincoln. 


Jacob Albrandt 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Paul Henson 


15 Years 15 Years 


The Ruby Pin for Smick Williams 


L. C. (Smick) Williams, of Stromsburg Plant, turned 
an important corner in his telephone career March 21 as he 
completed 35 years on the payroll of LT&@&T. Smick’s serv- 
ice has been entirely compiled in the western district where 
he has held positions ranging from lineman to manager 
at numerous exchanges. In the picture he is receiving his 
new service emblem from John Spady, district manager, as 
fellow workers F. G. Rowlhison, Ralph Wait, Jim Hatfield, 
W. P. Barry and A. C. Andres look on. 


C. H. Kermoade 


24 Years Verna Alexander, Lincoln. 

23 Years L. W. Cleveland, Almyra Metcalf, 
Lincoln. 

22 Years RR. R. Winders, Lincoln. 

20 Years G.C. Artz, P. J. Garvey, Lincoln; 
Hilda Ramsey, Tecumseh. 

16 Years Merna Bates, David City. 

15 Years Jacob Albrandt, Paul Henson, 
Lincoln; C. H. Kermoade, Western. 

14 Years ™M. J. Brandt, Beatrice: Eleanor 
Buettenback, Viola Clough, R. B. Hobson, 
Lincoln; Thelma Tritsch, Plattsmouth. 

12 Years C. D. Bucknell, J. G. Durr, Ne- 
braska City; Wm. L. Eckles, Jr., Beatrice; 
C. R. Stock, D. C. Weaver, Lincoln. 

11 Years Olga Anderson, Superior; W. P. 


Barry, Osceola: Frances Duryea, Dawson; R. 


Ag. 


Sing 


Kaw 


C. P. Franzen 


W. Slote, Lincoln; Beatrice Sundberg, York. 
10 Years C. P. Franzen, Pawnee City; Clar- 
ice Fuller, Beatrice; J. J. Keogh, Hastings; 
W. M. Sherman, Lincoln. 

9 Years Arleen Fitzpatrick, Doris Hardt, 
Lincoln; Lydia McGuire, Crete; Maxine 
Jones, Hastings. 

8 Years Della Bredenkamp, Imogene 
Steingard, York; H. A. Ehrlich, Lois Meyers, 
Patricia Tindall, Lincoln. 

7 Years Wilma Drake, Lincoln. 

6 Years Donna Donovan, H. G. Ewerth, 
Eunice Green, W. D. Minich, N. M. 
Schmeltzer, R. D. Thallas, Lincoln. 


5 Years Ruth Corter, Beatrice: Lila Shaw, 
Lincoln; Irene Smalldon, Fairbury. 


W. M. Sherman 


Clarice Fuller . 
Western Pawnee City Beatrice Lincoln Hastings 
15 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 
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W. 0. McOmber: 1896-1957 


A series of coronary attacks, the first 
of which occurred Friday morning, 
April 5, proved fatal to William O. 
McOmber, Crete wire chief. He died 
at the local hospital Sunday, April 7. 

Mr. McOmber was at his usual post 
of duty on Thursday and apparently 
discounted a slight 
discomfort he felt 
during the course of 
the day, for there 
had been no previ- 
ous indication of a 
heart condition. He 
was taken to the 
hospital next morn- 
ing following the 
initial seizure, and 
later that day had 
another severe attack. A third on Sun- 
day resulted in his death. 

Though most people of our organiza- 
tion became acquainted with Mr. Mc- 
Omber only since the Crete Telephone 
Company became part of our system in 
1952, he actually was one of our true 
oldtimers. Once before we had an ex- 
change at Crete; part of the old Nebras- 
ka Bell properties we purchased in 1912. 
It was in that year that Bill, as a 16- 
year-old, came to work as night oper- 
ator. In June 1915 he joined the con- 
struction forces and for more than two 
years traveled about the territory as a 
member of a wagon crew. In Septem: 
ber 1919 he rejoined the Crete ex- 
change, which meanwhile had been pur 
chased by the Ben Miller interests, and 
here he remained as installer and repair- 
man until 1950 when he was named 
manager. 


W. O. McOmber 


With the purchase and merging of 
the Crete properties into LT&T’s sys- 
tem Mr. McOmber was appointed ex- 
change wire chief in 1952. 


By nature a quiet man, almost self- 
effacing, yet in the past five years he 
has drawn into his circle of close friends 
many folk of the organization, for he 
has been regular in attendance at com- 
pany meetings and active in pioneer af- 
fairs. His fraternal interests have 
brought him the honor of serving as 
Master of Crete Lodge No. 37, AF&®AM 
and as High Priest of Mt. Zion Chapter, 
Royal Arch Masons. 

Survivors in his immediate family in- 
clude his wife Lydia, and two daughters. 
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More Lines for Fast Growing ''4"’ Office 


BN 


It seems that Lincoln’s "4". exchange is in a continual state of expansion, serving as it does 
an area that has seen some of Lincoln’s most extensive development in the past few years. The 
latest equipment addition, only recently completed, gave the exchange 800 new lines and 1000 
terminals. It is hoped that this will hold the surge of demand for a short while, at least. The 
work was completed by an installation crew of the Automatic Eiectric Company at an estimated 
gross expenditure of more than $130,000. In the picture Clem Bottorff, left, and Bob Thallis are 
putting the finishing touches to a new switch bank, preparatory to bringing it into service. 


Bert Kline Goes Fishin’ 


Things will never be quite the same 
at the Superior exchange. Not that the 
present plant force 
won't be “on the 
ball” in providing 


oe ee 


good service as 
usual, but the fa- 
miliar figure of in- 
staller-bug hunter 
extraordinary, Bert 
D. Kline, will be 


missing from_ his 


customary haunts. 
He put away his 
belt and climbers on May 1 to enter a 
phase of living that he feels will suit 
him even more. 

The first place that beckons is a lake 
in the Ozarks, where the fish can scarce- 
ly wait for the hook to hit the water. 
The Kline train, which consists of a sta- 
tion wagon with motor boat attached, is 
heading that way. 

Bert has accumulated a service record 
of more than 37 years which began and 
ended at the Superior exchange. He 
first appeared as groundman in June 
1919 and became a combinationman 
within a few months. Except for briet 
assignments at Hastings and Fairfield, 
not more than two months in all, every 
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Bert Kline 


hour of his credited service was worked 
on the lines of Superior. He knew the 
plant by memory, especially the Guide 
Rock exchange, which was his particular 
realm. 

Mr. Kline was honored guest at a 
party given by fellow employees on 
April 17 and he went home laden with 
equipment to aid him in enjoying camp- 
ing life in the wild blue yonder. The 
News extends best wishes from those 
who are still on the job, most of whom, 
no doubt, are envious of Bert’s future 
activities. 


The Question Box 


Employees are invited to submit 
questions concerning matters of com- 
pany operation, organization, finances, 
policies or practices for publication in 
this column. The answers will be writ- 
ten by qualified management personnel. 
The questions are to be addressed to 
M. M. Hale, vice president, and may 
be sent through company mail. They 


need not be signed. 

Q. Do employees of communications systems, such 
as telephone, telegraph, radio, etc., pay the same 
rate of withhoidina tax as bartenders, saies cierks, 
and occupations not as essential to our govern- 
ment? 

A. The Federal Income Tax is designed to produce 
revenue for the Federal Government, and in gen- 
eral is levied on earnings regardless of the source. 
The same treatment is accorded income whether 
derived from employment in an essential or non- 
essential industry. The present Income Tax is a 
graduated tax, and increases in severity (to a 
maximum rate of 91%) with the size of the in- 
come and not in accordance with its source. 


Death of Guy 0. Seafon 


Guy O. Seaton, former personnel di- 
rector, passed away quite unexpectedly 
at a Lincoln hos- 
pital in the early 
hours of Tuesday, 
April 16. Mr. 
Seaton had entered 
the hospital a few 
days before for ob- 
servation and treat- 
ment of a circula- 
tory condition and 
apparently was re- 

Guy O. Seaton covering satisfactor- 
ily at the time of the fatal stroke. A 
severe illness of several years duration 
had only recently abated so that he had 
been able to pursue an active life dur- 
ing the past few months. 


Mr. Seaton had been a member of 
LT&T family since 1926 when he was 
appointed manager of the company’s se- 
curities department. Prior to that time 
he was identified with banking interests 
in Missouri, Kansas and Superior, Ne- 
braska. He drew on this experience to 
help organize the employees Coopera- 
tive Credit union in 1936 and the em- 
ployees Mutual Benefit Association 
(hospitalization group) in 1942. In con- 
nection with these organizations Mr. 
Seaton often dealt with employees in 
their problems, and it was only natural 
that he should be selected as personnel 
director when that department was re- 
established in 1943. 

It was in this capacity that he en- 
deared himself to the men and women 
of LT&*T; for with the opportunity, the 
desire and the ability to help others 
Guy emerged in a character equivalent 
to that of a patron saint in the estima- 
tion of many employees. These were 
times of economic upheaval; the world 
was changing rapidly and there is no 
way of knowing how many sought his 
counsel and aid in their personal af- 
fairs and financial transactions, but they 
were legion, This much is certain— 
that most employees of more than five 
years service still have reason to be 
grateful for his kindly interest in their 
affairs and feel, that in his passing, they 
have lost a best friend. 

Mr. Seaton’s interests and activities 
extended into many fields. He served 
as president of the Frank H. Woods pio- 
neer chapter during 1950-51 and as 
Master of Lancaster Lodge No. 54, 
AFE&?AM., during 1946. He was chair’ 


man of the board of trustees for the 
lodge at the time of his death. 

Funeral services were conducted at 
Trinity Methodist Church on April 18 
with the Masonic oration being de- 
livered by Jay Pugsley, retired wire 
chief. Survivors include his wite, Nelle, 
and one son; a daughter, Betty, having 
preceded him in death. 


Laura Douty Retires 


When Laura Douty bade an official 
farewell to her desk at the Seward 
office on April 30, the longest service 
record among active employees. of 
LT@T came to a close. Miss Douty in- 
herited the distinction of senior em- 
ployee upon the re- 
tirement of L. P. 
Young last August, 
but prior to that 
time she had stood 
at the head of the 
seniority list of 
women employees 
for many years. Her 
| service record dates 

Laura Douty in an unbroken 
chain from Septem- 
ber 1910 when she first sat at a local 
switchboard position for the old Seward 
County Independent Telephone Com- 
pany. This company was purchased by 
LT&T in June 1912 and Laura’s service 
was credited to that which she has 
amassed as an employee of our com- 
pany. In all, it totals nearly 47 years. 

Miss Douty worked as an operator 
from the time of her employment until 
June 1913 when she entered the Seward 
commercial department as billing clerk. 
In the years that followed she has been 
classified under various job titles: book- 
keeper, clerk, cashier, etc., but essential- 
ly her work has continually been that 
of serving the needs of Seward tele- 
phone customers. That’s one of the re- 
markable points in her long record; it 
was compiled in its entirety within the 
walls of the Seward central office— 
not, however, the same building. In 
April 1931 the exchange was converted 
to dial operation and moved into the 
pretty brick and stone structure it oc- 
cupies to this day. 

Unhappily, Miss Douty suffered a 
year-long period of illness during 1956 
and was unable to return to her desk 
until last January. The News reflects 
the wishes of our employees for pro- 
jected years of health and happiness. 
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Big Sale of Stock 


It has been a busy month for out 
treasury department folk in tending the 
innumerable details involved with the 
issuance by the company of its largest 
offering of common stock, An aggre- 
gate of 68,750 shares were offered at 
a subscription price of $43 per share. 
Holders of outstanding shares of com- 
mon stock as of April 10 were issued 
rights to subscribe for the additional 
offering on the basis of one share for 
each three shares they held of record 
on that date. 

Employees with more than one year 
of service also were invited to subscribe, 
without the exercise of rights, up to a 
maximum of 25 shares, “if and to the 
extent that shares are available.” It had 
been the expectation of the company 
and the underwriters that there would 
be at least 2,000 unsubscribed shares 
left from the offering to common stock- 
holders which were to be offered to 
employees. The sad fact was that only 
324 shares were available and these 
were issued on the basis of no more 
than two shares as the allotment to any 
employee. 

The stock issue was underwritten by 
ten firms, headed by Dean Witter ey 


Company of Chicago. 


Bruning Gets New Exchange 


The Bruning exchange is one of sev- 
eral that has outgrown its original dial 
installation and accordingly has been 
provided with means to continue its 
telephone expansion by virtue of a new 
and larger unit which actually doubles 
the capacity of the former equipment. 
Bruning also acquired a new CDO 
building to shelter the equipment. The 
cutover was made April 2. 

E. H. Wellman, area manager, sup- 
plied some interesting statistics on the 
growth of the exchange, which now 
serves 203 telephones; double the num- 
ber in service in 1942 and an increase 
of 25% over that of 1948 when Brun- 
ing was converted to dial operation. 

The new system provides full selec- 
tive ringing to the 92 subscribers on 
rural lines. It was necessary to change 
many telephone numbers because of 
growth requirements and the selective 
ringing system, but new directories were 
delivered to subscribers just before the 
cutover and no serious effects were 


noted. 


The Family Album 
Superior Area 


: Frank F. Kubat, area manager. 

: H. L. (Shrimp) Whitney, combinationman. 
: Artis Bowen, chief operator, Superior. 

: Marjorie O. Headrick, cashier, Superior. 


: At the Superior switchboard, Gearldeen Wil- 
liams, S.A., stands at left. The operators, left 
to right, are: Clarinda Lake, Twilla Jensen, 
Clara Chambers, La Vetta Dunn, Kathryn 
Rust. 

6: Bert D. Kline, veteran combinationman, who 

retired May 1. 


7: James M. Bauer, combinationman. 
8: Ethel Simpson, chief operator, Guide Rock. 
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9: Verna Williams, commercial clerk, Superior. 


10: In the Superior operators lounge; Lora Biltoft, 
Olga Anderson, Mary Ahrens. 


11: Dale M. Bollman, combinationman. 
12: Dorothy Miner, helper, Guide Rock. 


13: Elizabeth Noren, janitress, Superior. 


14: Bob Culver, switchboardman, who recently 
transferred to Superior from Sutton. 


15: Max L. Melvin, combinationman. 
Photos: Marvin Pilfold and Loran Powell. 
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It is gratifying to see—year after year—the growing 
interest in the vocational classes sponsored by the company. 
The 1957 attendance record was the largest of all, with 153 
“sraduates” successfully completing the courses. Fifteen 
classes were held at various points of the territory. The 
courses were of ten weeks duration and those who attended 
seven or more classes were awarded certificates of comple- 
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Advanced Automatic Dial Switching—Hastings. From left: R. M. Hro- 
madka, F. M. Crewdson, instructor, D. R. Joynt, E. A. Moorhead, H. F. 


Kempf, D. E. Webb. Not in picture: G. B. Hurley, F. M. McCormick, M. L. tion. 
Pilfold, G. L. Sinner. 


This is the fourth year that the current series of voca- 
tional classes were offered through the personnel depart- 
ment, and their acceptance by employees indicates their 
value. Many of our folk were required to make long jour- 
neys to be in attendance and the regularity of their appear- 
ance, even on stormy nights, reflects greatly to their credit. 


The subjects covered were as follows: 


Beatrice: 
Fundamentals of Strowger Automatic Switching—W. L. Eckles, Jr., in- 


structor. 


Subscribers Station Installation and Repair—Lincoln. From left: Orville 
D. Spencer, Gerald Salber, Roger L. Harris, Kenneth A. Darby, Richard 
Sorensen, Byron D. Pattison, instructor. Not in picture Melvin Briggs, Cal- ; . 
vin DeVore, J. S. Ehlers. Be so ania 
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Fundamentals of Automatic Dial Switching—Lincoln. From left: A. L. 
Ager, instructor, Ron Overman, Don Hessler, Jerry Swenson, John Turner, 
Beryl Strayer, Leslie Burch, Ed Massie. 
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Fundamentals of Automatic Dial Switching—Nebraska City. First row: 


Raymond Kinnison, George Placek, J. G. Durr, Ivan Livingston. 2nd row: ae ; }- | \ 
Chester Byard, Warren Eltiste, S. M. Carr. 3rd row: Dale Weber, D. L. Mc- 4 88 oo A . 3 
Coy, C. R. Stock, Don Lutz, John Richards. 4th row: Dwight Enderle, Dean 4 . * ‘ 


Kissinger, Don Hester, Jim Rhoades, Don Jacobson. Erman Wheatcraft, in- Bit ai 
structor, stands at right. Not in picture: E. F. Eitzmann, D. E. Jones, Jim 
Shafer, F. L. Kiplina. 


B. C. Macholan, instructor, G. D. Murrish, R. H. Culver, H. H. Moothart of 
the Red Cloud company. 
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Advanced PBX and PABX Operations—Lincoln. From left: Frank Nevitt, 4 


Francis Asper, Lowell Tuxhorn, R. W. Swanson, instructor, John Findley, Fundamentals of Automatic Dial Switching—Lincoln. Clockwise about the 
Eldon Drewel, Russell White, V. P. Spears. Another picture taken of the table: R. F. Glenn, W. L. Clymer, Ron Ahl, O. B. Dill, A. L. Ager, instruc- 
same class included Weldon Duer and R. M. Martin. tor, H. F. Hansen, Charles Bergstrom, Joel T. Murray, G. L. Laschanzky. 
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A Bumper Crop of Graduates 


A Record Number of Employees Complete the Vocational Courses. 


~~ 


Hastings: 
Carrier Indoctrination—B. C. Macholan, instructor. 
Subscribers Station Installation and Repair—H. W. Tubbs, instructor. 
Advanced Automatic Dial Switching—F. M. Crewdson, instructor. 
Nebraska City: 
Fundamentals of Automatic Dial Switching—E£. L. Wheatcraft, instructor. 
Plattsmouth: Carrier Training Course—Lincoln. Seated, from left: W. L. Buckland, 
Fundamentals of Automatic Dial Switching—R. C. Humiston, instructor. L. A. Tuxhorn, J. L. Story, F. D. Nichelson, Louis Cink, Robert Berggren, 
Lincoln: Melvin Sorenson, R. R. Guthrie. Standing at rear: A. L. Reed, instructor, 
Fundamentals of PBX and PABX Operation—N. E. Hammond, instructor. Lester Way, Francis Asper, Gay T. Henderson, Charles J. Ritchey, R. E. Mc- 
Advanced PBX and PABX Operations—R. E. Swanson, instructor. Call. 
Fundamentals of Telephony—W. Kent Eno, instructor. 
Carrier Training Course—A. L. Reed, instructor. 
Fundamentals of Automatic Dial Switching—A. L. Ager, instructor. (2 
classes.) 
Subscribers Station instailation and Repair—B. D. Pattison, instructor. 
Advanced Automatic Dial Switching—A. L. Ager, instructor. 
Manual and Dial Toll Signalling and Switching—David Guthrie, instructor. 


Pictures of the classes led by Bob Humiston, Platt- 
smouth, and Harry Tubbs, Hastings, were not available for 
publication. 


Manual and Dial Toll Signalling and Switching—Lincoln. Clockwise about 
the table: Don Anderson, E. P. Canarsky, C. H. Kermoade, David Guthrie, 
instructor, Gerald Carter, J. W. Landenberger, W. H. Husing. 


* : = : ESS a 
Advanced Automatic Diai Switching—Lincoln. Clockwise about the table: 
W. D. Minich, H. K. Studier, R. W. Tejcka, J. G. Durr, M. J. Shavlik, Don 
Anderson, R. A. Stall, D. F. Neemann. A. L. Ager, instructor, stands behind 
the class. 
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Fundamentals of PBX and PABX Operations—Lincoln. Clockwise: Charles 
P. Arnold, Paul R. Winscot, Roger Dehning, Norris Hammond, instructor, 
B. D. Livingston, A. J. Parde, Robert J. Turner, A. G. Behm, Don Hessler. 


Lambert Ejitel, Jack Caley, H. A. Williams, J. L. Ruble, C. H. Kermoade, 
i “ —— —_ — Don Young. Second row: R. M. Drake, M. J. Danaher, Frank Nevitt, Frank- 
Fundamentals of Telephony—Lincoln. Clockwise about the table: Nelson lin Jurgens, H. O. Gillespie, Dan Smith, Durwood Gollehon. Back row: Frank 
Liesveld, Harvey Gesch, Melvin Briggs, C. L. Bauman, K. E. Payne, W. K. Fisher, Al Parde, Leon Rezny, L. A. Genrich, Sharon Hanau, Floyd Nave, 
Eno, instructor, C. E. DeVore, B. L. Barnett, R. K. Bowens, R. L. Harris, V. V. Clark, Wm. L. Eckles, Jr., instructor. Not in picture: G. L. Oglesby, 


Archie Stansbury, Leland Hodge. 
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Don Borrigter. Not in picture: Kenneth Darby, George Hancock. 


Mrs. Burge Heads State 
M. §. C$. 


Cra a 


Helen Burge 

Mrs. Helen Burge, wife of our south- 
ern district manager, received a signif- 
icant honor and a great responsibility 
from Methodist ladies of the state when 
she was elected president of the Ne- 
braska Conference, Women’s Society of 
Christian Service, an orsanization of 
33,000 membership in Nebraska. 

Mrs. Burge was installed in her new 
office last month at St. Paul Methodist 
Church at Lincoln. 


Like so many LT&T housewives, 
Mrs. Burge was formerly a telephone 
girl. As Helen Fern, she began her 
career at Grand Island, but transferred 
to Lincoln in June 1931. She worked for 
a short while as solicitor in Lincoln 
Commercial and later returned to the 
traffic department as instructor. I, 
September 1935 she went to York as 
chief operator and two years later, 
after a short sojourn in Minnesota, she 
returned to Lincoln Traffic as super- 
visor. She resigned to be married in 
August 1938. 


In the Centenary Methodist Church 
at Beatrice, Mrs. Burge has been presi- 
dent of the W.S.C.S. for 214 years; a 
member of the board of stewards; and 
of various active committees. 

One thing I know; the only ones 
among you who will be really happy 
are those who will have sought and 
found how to serve. 

—Dr. ALBERT SCHWEITZER. 


Cafeteria Rates Well 


Most of the regular customers of Lin- 
coln’s cafeteria have noted a new cer- 
tificate of inspection that faces them as 
they come in the door. Some have 
given the framed placard casual atten- 
tion and decided that it’s pretty nice 
thing to have about the place. 

But Marcia Watson, cafeteria super- 
visor, 1s quite agog. To her great plea- 
sure and surprise she learned that the 
cafeteria passed its test with a 95% 
sanitary rating by the Lincoln-Lancaster 
County Health Department; and that is 
cne of the very highest ratings recorded 
in the entire city. 

A complimentary letter from Irwin R. 
Krasnoff, chief food sanitarian, accom- 
panied the inspection certificate. 


Pioneer Operator Dies 


Mrs. Minnie Beachell, a former mem- 
ber of Lincoln Traffic, died April 19 
at Glenwood Springs, Colorado, where 
she had made her home for the past 
five years. She was 71 years of age. 

Mrs. Beachell was born at Waverly 
and entered the telephone business 
there as operator in June 1918. Later 
she served in the manual exchange at 
University Place until it was converted 
to dial as the “M” office of the Lin- 
coln exchange in May 1923. At that 
time she transferred to the Lincoln 
operating room where she worked until 
her retirement on November 1, 1941. 

Two sons and a daughter are listed 
among the survivors. 


If in Doubt - ask BBB 


This is the time of year when house- 
wives must brace themselves for the 
spring parade of house-to-house sales- 
men; some of them itinerant, fly-by- 
night slickers. The Lincoln Better Busi- 
ness Bureau has published a list of 
popular misconceptions that often get 
householders into trouble. According to 


the BBB, consumers sometimes believe: 

That “list price’’ means the product has been 
previously sold somewhere at that price. Not nec- 
essarily so. 

That a company is legitimate because it is 
registered with BBB. Not necessarily so. 

That if an advertisement is published, the 
newspaper or magazine has investigated its relia- 
bility. Not necessarily so. 

That finance company repossession ends further 
obligations. Not necessarily so. 

That a wife cannot enter into a contract with- 
out her husband’s sianature. Not so at all. 

That a salesman’s verbal statements or prom- 
ises can change the terms of a written contract. 
Not so. 

That an estimate on a repair iob is binding as 
the final cost. Not so. It’s only an estimate. The 
final cost can be higher ... much higher. 

That a phoney confidence man can be spotted, 
that ‘‘all those slick birds look alike.’ Not so at 
all. 
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Promotions--Transfers 


Accounting 

Rosilyn Fahleson, machine operator to ad- 

vanced clerical. 
Commercial 

Betty Jo Schleif, clerk to cashier, Superior. 

Belva White, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 
Hastings. 

Plant 

Knud Arngren, linemen, Construction, to 
combinationman, wire chief's office, Lincoln. 

Robert H. Culver, combinationman, Sut- 
ton, to switchboardman, Superior. 

Dwight C. Enderle, lineman, Construction, 
Lincoln to Hastings. 

Jerry W. Harper, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction, Lincoln. 

Merle M. Heath, lineman, Construction, 
to combinationman, Hastings. 

Edward A. Hlina, groundman, Construc- 
tion, Lincoln, to warehouseman, Supply. 

Ralph M. Hromadka, combinationman to 
switchman, Hastings. 

August R. Jensen, groundman to lineman, 
York. 

Norman L. Mosier, groundman, Construc- 
tion, Lincoln to Hebron. 

Gordon L. Sinner, combinationman, Hast- 
ings to Sutton. 

Roy A. Shelton, lineman to switchman, 
Construction, Lincoln. 


Air-borne on a cable messenger at Bradshaw 
is Joel Murray of the York construction force, 
with Raymond Reetz acting as his ground crew. 
The men are shown modernizing the plant by 
changing the cable suspension from the _ ring 
method, shown at left, to the lashing system 
which is neatly done by the cable spinner Joel is 
operating. 


COVETED SCOUT HONOR 
AWARD TO S. G. NELSON 


More than 400 scouters and their 
wives attended the annual Boy Scout 
Recognition Dinner at Bethany Chris- 
tian Church, Lincoln, on April 28, 
where they saw Sterling Nelson, area 
manager, York, receive one of the high- 
est and rarest honors to be bestowed by 
the Boy Scout organization. This is the 
Silver Beaver award “for distinguished 
service to boyhood.” Each council is 
allowed but one such award per year 
for each 75 registered units within its 
jurisdiction. 

Sterling qualified for the Silver 
Beaver through years of interest and 
activity in the scouting field. He has 
been associated with the organization 
almost as long as his memory runs. Mr. 
Baragar, in presenting the certificate, 
recounted many of those qualifications 
when he said: 

“We now recognize a scouter who has 
done much of his scouting at the dis- 
trict and council level but who is also 
familiar with the boy level. He has 
been a cubmaster, a scoutmaster and an 
explorer advisor. He has been active 
in district circuses and camporees; he 
has been district explorer committee 
chairman. He knows how to live out- 
doors; he has participated in a north 
woods canoe trip and he has been an 
expedition leader at Philmont. He has 
worked diligently to organize new units 
and has promoted scouting by speaking 
before many civic groups. He served as 
a member of the camp selection com- 
mittee for the Cornhusker scout reser- 
vation. He has a son who is an eagle 
scout. 


SOG aA OnODARN TE Noe 


The camera recorded a big moment in the life of Sterling Nelson as he entered the ranks 
of the Silver Beavers. Left to right: Arnold Baragar, chairman of the Silver Beaver awards com- 


mittee, presenting the certificate to Mr. Nelson; 
of Nebraska, who presented the award’s medal; 


Chancellor Clifford Hardin of the University 
Mr. Nelson; Mrs. Sterling Nelson; Col. Perry 


Hoisington Il, commander of LAFB, who presented Mrs. Nelson with her corsage. 


“This man is active in both church 
and civic affairs. He is deacon in the 
First Christian Church and has been 


church treasurer for several years. He 


is a director of the chamber of com- 
merce and has been chairman of sev- 
eral committees. He is secretary of the 
Rotary Club; secretary of the Toast- 
masters Club; director of safety for the 
Red Cross and board member of the 
York Youth Center. He was master of 
his Masonic lodge. 

“At the present time he is a member 
of the executive board, chairman of the 
council explorer committee and na- 


tional council representative. He rarely 
misses a district or council meeting and 
never refuses an assignment. Any 
scouting j0b he is given he does to per- 
fection in the shortest time possible. 
Every scouter who knows him respects 
his judgment and seeks his advice.” 

We think that sums up the qualifica- 
tions of our Mr. Nelson so far as his 
extracurricular activities go; but it 
should be added that he is one fine 
telephone man eight hours per day. The 
News congratulates Sterling for the 
high scouting honor, which is surely 
his due. 


Retired” Directory Published 


A directory listing the retired em- 
ployees of LT&T recently came off the 
press and has been distributed to mem- 
bers of our “alumni” group with the 
compliments of the personnel depart- 
ment. The directory is in alphabetical 
order and lists the name, address, date 
of retirement and birthday. Some 
blank pages were left in the book so 
that corrections may be published and 
attached at intervals. 

The directory was published in re- 
sponse to a suggestion made by A. 8. 
Keckler. Many favorable notes of ap- 
preciation have been received from our 
retired folk when it reached their hands, 


one of which is published below: 
“Dear Mr. Roberts: It’s a leadpipe 
cinch that practically every one of the 
retired members of the LT&T forces 
would join in a rising vote of thanks 
and three rousing cheers to Art Keckler 


for the great idea—and to all who were 
instrumental in the production of the 
directory of retired members. 


“Personally, I got a wonderful kick 
out of it. What a host of memories are 
revived! And so much interesting in- 
formation. For instance, Bob Schouborg 
and I, who went to work for the old 
Independent telephone company here 
in Hastings early in the month of April 
1905, are the only ones whose retire- 
ment date is the same as our birthdays. 
(Lyle Young missed that distinction by 
just one day.) 

I was much intrigued by the large 
number living in California, (counted 
19). And when I saw that that grand 
old guy Clyde Boyles is living just a 
few blocks from one of my sons in San 
Jose, I immediately sent the son in- 
structions to hunt wp the old son of a 
gun and give him my best. 

Each time I go through the names, 
which is nearly every day, I seem to 
find something interesting in the ar- 
chives of memory. Again, thanks a mil- 
lion.” {s) TS. Urr. 
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Nathan Baum Dies 


Nathan C. Baum, 74, retired em- 
ployee of Northwestern Bell, died at 
Lincoln April 21. Though not one of 
our employees, Nate was well known 
among oldtimers of the company as 
his duties as a Bell auditor brought him 
to Lincoln annually, beginning the late 
‘teens and continuing through the 
‘twenties. During this period the AT&T 
held a large block of preferred stock in 
our company and the annual audit of 
our books was made by Bell personnel. 


On Mr. Baum’s retirement in 1936 he 
moved to Lincoln where he has con- 
tinued his residence. He is nationally 
known for his philatelic activities; his 
stamp collection being considered one 
of the finest of its type in the nation. 

Funeral services were held at DeWitt 
on April 24. 


Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 
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Our Cover 


One of our territorys picturesque 
spots is the orchard country that skirts 
the Missouri River. Here the rolling 
hills, the rich soil and timely rainfall 
produce a growing combination admir- 
ably suited to many species of apples 
and other fruits. 

Whoever has made the pilgrimage 
to the fruitland when the trees are in 
bloom will undoubtedly return year 
after year, for it is one of the most 
beautiful and impressive sights Ne- 
braska has to offer. 

Sunday, May 5, was designated Ap- 
ple Blossom Day this year, Thousands 
of cars wound their way through the 
Seydlitz, Kimmel and Catron orchards 
and the Union Fruit Farm. The tour- 
ist trails were well defined and led 
back into the depths of the orchards. 
In the picture above, Howard W. 
Spahnle, district manager and A. M. 
Newens, Nebraska City area manager, 
are inspecting one of the apple trees 
in the Kimmel Orchards, a mile east of 
Nebraska City. The cover picture was 
taken from the same location. Boding 
well for the future is the fact that acre 
upon acre of new fruit trees may be 
seen from the highway this year. It 
would seem that the orchards of Otoe 
County. like the telephone, are here 
to stay. 


The Telephone at Smithsonian 


An exhibit which chronicles the story 
of the invention and development of 
the telephone was opened at the Smith- 
sonian Institute at Washington, D. C., 
on March 11. Dr. Melville Bell Gros- 
venor, grandson of Alexander Graham 
Bell, cut the ribbon to officially open 
the telephone section. 

Both Bell and Independent branches 
of the industry shared in the presenta- 
tion of items which make up the exhibit, 
which was built around a nucleus of 
several instruments Dr. Bell gave to the 
Institute many years ago. 

Several views of the attractive new 
display appear in “Telephony” for 
March 30; and from these it is apparent 
that most of the instruments contained 
in the exhibit have their counterparts 
in the ancient telephone collection at 
Lincoln. This collection has been a con- 
tinuing project of historically-minded 
employees at LT&T for the past 30 
years and is said to be one of the largest 
and finest in the world. 
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Upsey - Daisy 

More than the flowers are blooming 
this spring. Telephone buildings are 
sprouting up about the territory. The 
toll repeater station at 84th & O streets, 
Lincoln, suddenly appeared on the land- 
scape. The Wahoo central office build- 
ing is above the ground, with most of 
the concrete pouring completed on the 
lower level. The David City building 
has passed the “‘final-plan” stage. The 
garage building to be erected at 21 & L, 
Lincoln, probably will be started within 
the next few weeks. The tempo for 
erection of CDO buildings at smaller 
exchanges has reached a pace that is 
hard to match in reporting. Busy days 
for our building people; but that’s what 
makes them happy. 


Of course two of our new buildings 
are awaiting the cutover date to burst 
into full bloom. The Ashland conver- 
sion is scheduled for June 2 and that 
of Beatrice for June 16. We'll soon hear 
and see more of them in these pages. 
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Telephone History -- Written On Stone 


Workmen tore down a buiiding at 2ZIist & O streets, Lincoin, a few weeks ago and uncovered, 
on an adjacent structure, some ancient painted signs that had not seen the light of day for nigh 
onto a half century. A faded ‘Bull Durham” sign boasted that the genuine article had been 
“best for three generations,” and ‘‘Cremo” advertised its then famous five-cent cigar. Telephone 
people were more interested in the small sign at the left of the picture which admonished its viewers 
to “Phone Aut. 4936” for sheet metal work. The words meant to use the Automatic telephone, of 
course, for the sign dates back to the days of competition and dual telephone service in Lincoln. 
This sign was painted in the winter of 1907-1908 for the Crawley-Morris Furnace and Tin Works, 
which was in business for only a few months at 2038 O street. Four years later the Automatic 
company bought the Bell properties and consolidated the two plants. Thereafter businessmen no 
longer were required to make the choice of limiting their telephone customers to subscribers of only 
one system or of having both Bell and Automatic telephones on their desks. 
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Death Comes To W. H. Spurlock 


Friends of Harry Spurlock have 
watched with grave concern his rapid 
decline of health 
during the past year 
and were prepared 
for the sad news of 
his death on April 
14. It is all the more 
distressing that he 
was unable to enjoy 
the fruits of retire- 
ment after the long 
and faithful service 
he gave to the tele- 


W. H. Spurlock 
phone industry. 


Mr. Spurlock was 16 years of age 
when he made his first venture into 
the telephone field for the Mansfield 
and Ava Telephone Company at Ava, 
Missouri. He worked for this company 
at various times prior to his migration 
to Nebraska where he began work for 
LT&T as troubleman at Ashland in 
August 1916. In January 1918 he was 
named Ashland commercial manager 
and later that year went to Raymond 
where he began a ten-year tenure as 
exchange manager. In October 1928 he 
went to Milford in a like position and 
in February 1936 came into Lincoln as 
combinationman. His retirement from 
this position was effective May 1, 1955. 

Interspersed between the periods of 
his employment for the Ava company 
as a young man, Mr. Spurlock traveled 
extensively. He witnessed the effects 
of the San Francisco earthquake of 1906 
and the eruption of Mt. Katmai, Alaska, 
in 1912. 


One of the outstanding attributes of 
Harry Spurlock was his obvious and 
genuine liking for people, and this in 
turn was reciprocated by his telephone 
brethren and others. He was always 
considered one of our finest builders of 
good will in his contacts with sub- 
scribers. 


Mr. Spurlock held membership in 
Christ Methodist Church, Ava Lodge 
No. 26, AF&’AM at Ava, Missouri, the 
Scottish Rite and in the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter, Independent Tele- 


phone Pioneer Association. 


Survivors include his wife, Cloma, 
four sons and ten grandchildren. To 
them the News speaks with the collec- 
tive voice of LT&T employees in their 
expression of deepest sympathy. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. William J. Cotton, Jr. an- 


New Employees 


Commercial 


Carol Bailey ......-......-.... Typist, Lincoln ...... as nounce the birth of a daughter, Cynthia 
Donna Cox (P.T.)  ....... Clerk, Lincoln. ...... 3-30 Kathleen, on April 12. Bill is an installer- 
Marlene Eaglin ...........- Clerk, Hastings .... 3-27 


Lynn Johnson (P.T.) ...... Clerk, Pawnee City 4- 1 repairman, COE, in the general repair shop. 
Betty Schleif *..............: Clerk, Superior ...... 3-18 A son, Kenton Vaughn, was born to Mr. 


Clarice Siegrist *-........... Clerk, Lincoln. ...... 3-25. and Mrs. Lyle V. Higgins on April 20. Lyle 
Plant is employed in the construction depart- 

Harvey E. Colson .......... Grdmn., Lincoln .... 4-10 ment, Lincoln. 

Howard E. Eickman ...... Grdmn., Nebr. City 4- 8 E d J Hab thie 

Roy W. Ferguson *........ Janitor, Lincoln: .4..3-. 7 aa aaa cae cia ania aor 

Sophia Green (P.T.).....--- Janitress, Sutton... 4-16 arrival of Eugent Allen, Jr. on April 16. Joan 

Merle K. Gregg .......----- Grdmn., Lincoln .... 3-26 is on leave from Lincoln Traffic. 

Millard L. Hamel .......... Grdmn., Lincoln .... 4- 8 Larry and Winona Kirwan welcomed the 

Patricia Humann .......... Steno, Supply ........ 4-10 : — r: : 

Mildred Husing (P.T.) ...Janitress, Wilber .. 3-25 arrival of a son on April 29. Winona is on 

Louis F. Swift * ............ Grdmn., Lincoln .... 3-25 leave from Lincoln Traffic. 

Mary Whynii ™ -icccccescccuzn os Steno, Supply ...... 4- ] 


A daughter, Rechelle Reene, arrived at the 
Traffic home of Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Luft on 


nee Sir ae oe oe oe 5 April 27. Bob works in the construction de- 

LaVera Clark ......2........- Opr., Lincoln ......-- 4- ] partment, Lincoln. 

fi eg ea ctoseseseceess pla ioral weneee ee Gilbert Sexton, Engineering, is the proud 

Carolyn Jackson *.......Opr.. Wahoo... 4- 3. father of Richard Evans, born April 26. 

Winifred Kubes ...........- Opr., Crete 2.0... a A second boy, Gerald Eugene, was born 

poroly, Marilee Estee oe aig ay arisen as a April 22 to Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Retzlaff. 

Ory Me@yer nc cciccsccsce: pr., Weeping Water 4- ; . . 

Sheila Mitchell *............ Opr.,. LINCOM: 1c.ccc 4- ] Ralph as employed a Accounting. 

Carol Northrup Scdndccsiesee! Oor., Hebron ae 4- 8 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Smith are the proud 

Patricia Nun... Opr., Hebron ........ 4- 8 parents of a daughter, Sandra Lee, born 
Fy * 3 ° * - 

ay i esas ie penne ee ae April 26. Bob is employed in Lincoln Con- 

Anita Williams * .........Opr., Hebron ...... 4- 8 struction and Joyce is on leave from Ac- 


* Re-employed counting. 
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Warren Shuck, Lillian Bader, Bud Miller, Tally 120 Years 


It took a sizable crowd—almost too many to identify—to initiate our three 
latest members into the 40-year Club. The deed was done at a luncheon held 
April 17 at the Hotel Cornhusker, Lincoln, as M. M. Hale, vice president, pre- 
sented new service emblems to Warren P. Shuck, Lillian K. Bader and Hobert M. 
Miller The honored guests stand, in that order, facing the camera from the front 
row with Mr. Hale in the picture above. 

Warren Shuck has spent his entire telephone career in Lincoln. He came to 
us Avril 28. 1917 and after time out for service in the Navy during World War I, 
he returned to his labors with LT&T. He was promoted to supervisor in November 
1923. In August 1925 he became office foreman, and for many years was in charge 
of the “8” Office at 20th and Sumner. His title changed to equipment foreman 
in 1942 and to his present classification as COE installation supervisor in April 
1955. 

Lillian Bader matches Mr. Shuck’s record for consistency. She has accumula- 
ted every point credited to her service record in the operating room at Nebraska 
City. She began as student operator April 19. 1917 and was made supervisor in 
September of the following year. By December 1919 she had progressed to acting 
chief operator and was named to her present position as chief operator in April 
1920. 

Hobert M. (Bud) Miller dates his service with LT&T to April 20, 1917. He 
also served as a member of the fighting force in World War I. and on his return 
entered the construction department as truck driver. For a couple of years, in 
the early ’twenties, he worked as auto mechanic in the garage, but returned to 
the truck cab in 1924 for a 21-year hitch as driver. He became testman in April 
1945 and later that year joined the general shop in his current assignment. 
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An infiltration is going on about us. 
There’s a new breed of people—friendly 
people—taking over our land. They 
look like the rest of us, but they don’t 
think the way we do. We should be 
glad they are growing up in our midst. 


Most of us are content with the wiz- 
ardry that surrounds us, and a bit awe- 
stricken as we contemplate the great 
advancement of science within the past 
few years. But these “new” people are 
not content with the world we live in. 
They think in terms of the future. 


They predict big things for us—things 
that 25 or 50 years from now may 
make our present “Golden Era” look 
like the Middle Ages. 


What, for example? 


Electronic light, for one thing. Such 
light will dispense with the bulb and 
change the appearance of our homes, 
streets, stores and cities. 

A method of amplifying light, which 
will make photography and vision pos- 
sible at night, is in the offing too. Night 
driving will become less hazardous and 
astronomers will be able to see deeper 
into the heavens than ever before. 


World-wide television will be com- 
monplace. 


We can only guess at the added util- 
ity of the telephone. Direct distance 
dialing will be universal. Telephone 
users will speak to each other face to 
face by means of the “‘teleview” screen. 
The hands will be made free while 
carrying on the conversation. Anyone, 
anywhere—on land, sea, or in the 
air—will be within reach of a tele- 
phone. 

Our coal, oil and gas reserves will 
be tremendously augmented by atomic 
fuel. Cars, ships and planes will be 
run by the mighty atom. 

Nor will that be our only source of 
added energy. The sun, the winds and 


Man, What A Future 


the tides will be harnessed for our 
benefit, too. Already the sun’s rays 
are being converted into electrical 
power to supply a rural telephone line 
in Georgia. 


The ocean floors will be mined for 
materials and harvested for foodstuffs 
and chemicals as we are now drilling 
below sea level for oil. 


Materials unknown today will be 
used for buildings, clothing and in- 
dustry. Giant skyscrapers will be 
sheathed in stainless steel. Just over 
the horizon are disposable clothes of 
paper, more durable clothes of glass 
and aluminum, more vivid colors in 
new blends of natural and synthetic 
fibers. Garments will be cleaned by 


sound waves in waterless washing ma- 
chines. 


Automation, already with us, will in- 
creasingly release men and women 
from the drudgery of routine jobs. This 
will permit an increase in the skill 
level of the labor force and, conse- 
quently, an upgrading of job oppor- 
tunities. (See chart.) Men and animals 
in 1850 contributed 94% of the total 
energy used in American production. 
The figure is close to 5% today. Ma- 
chines and equipment do 95% of the 
work. 

In the near future, pilotless aircraft 
will fly passengers more safely and 
unerringly than piloted counterparts 
today. Guided missiles will sweep 
mails through the skies at thousands 
of miles per hour. Personal helicopters 
will lighten the traffic loads that 
threaten to strangle our cities. 


Never before has man had two such 
powerful forces at his command as 
he now has in electronics and atomics. 
They dwarf their predecessors, ordi- 
nary electricity and steam. Indeed, 
their potentials are only now being 
dimly recognized in research labora- 
tories throughout the country. 


Professional 


Percent 


Change 

in Employment 
by 
Occupations 
1955-1975 


Operatives 


Source: 1955: U.S, Census Bureau; 
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It’s not difficult to surmise what the 
effects of all this will be. 


As the good things of life get better 
and more available, we can hope that 
crime will diminish and tolerance in- 
crease. We will have more leisure, that 
is certain. Medicine, too, thanks to im- 
proved means of investigation — the 
electronic microscope, for example— 
foresees the eventual elimination of our 
most dreaded scourges. Cancer, tuber- 
culosis and polio will be as totally de- 
feated as typhus and cholora. Life ex- 
pectancy will increase by ten or 15 
years. 


Such predictions stagger the layman, 
but they don’t faze the new breed of 
men at all. It’s pretty hard to impress 
people who are playing with the build- 
ing blocks of the universe. 


Tomorrow belongs to the youth of 
today. They will take it from our 
hands and reap the profit from it. But 
we will have no apologies to make if 
we properly guide and direct our 
youngsters who will control and im- 
prove the years ahead. They will be 
the best trained generation our country 
has ever known and they are studying 
and working hard to be worthy of 
their era. 

Like the specialists and scientists who 
are pushing ahead the frontiers of 
knowledge today, the men and women 
of tomorrow will be thoroughly 
grounded in the fundamentals of math- 
ematics, physics and science. They are 
pursuing such courses right now—in 
junior and senior high schools—to per- 
mit them to go on to more specialized 
studies in college. 

Within the lifetime of a baby born 
this morning, the extent of progress 
may surpass the advances of science 
since the dawn of time. And the new 
breed of men—now busy with their 
books and test tubes—will be respon- 


sible for it. 


Proprietors and 
Managers 


C 
Clerical 


Craftsmen 


al, 2. 


Service Laborers 


Prepared by NAM from Govt, Statistica 
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Participants and spectators at the Bennet cutover, left to right: R 
Bratt; Chauncey Eggeress, (kneeling); Sterling Glover, chairman of the 
village board; Alex Geist; Lela Glover, former chief operator; Howard Smith; 


Bob Jensen, Bennet grocer; Weldon Duer; Dick Bauer; Byron Pattison; Al 


i 


obert Alex Geist stands 


Ager; Lloyd Miller; A. B. Waters, district commercial manager. 


Bennet Goes Dial on April 16 


The Bennet exchange of the Central 
district was converted to dial operation 
April 16 to add another historical en- 
try to the log of telephone service in 
Lancaster County. The exchange be- 
gan as a locally financed Independent 
which was brought into the LT&T cir- 
cle in 1912. The manual switchboard 


just removed was installed in 1928 with 
a capacity of 113 lines, The present 
dial equipment has a capacity of 200 
lines to provide ample growth for the 
exchange which now serves 292 sub- 
scribers. 

With the new system the rural sub- 
scribers will have the advantage of se- 
lective ringing, such as had been in- 
stalled in several recent conversions. A 
paystation mounted on the east wall of 
the new central office building will pro- 


in front of new CDO 
building. He was Bennet manager at the 
time the old board was 


Fern S. Reid, C. 0., watches 
the old switchboard die. 
installed in 1928. 


vide 24-hour service to townsfolk and 
transients. 

The conversion represented a joint 
effort on the part of district plant, com- 
mercial and traffic forces. The spacers 
were pulled at cutover time by A. B. 
Waters, district commercial manager, 
while Sterling Glover, chairman of the 
village board, made the first long dis- 
tance call through the new equipment 
to K. L. Lawson, general commercial 
superintendent. 


Happiness Ahead 


Pat Bailey became the bride of Joe Eich- 
berger on April 27. The ceremony was per- 
formed at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in 
Havelock. Pat is an employee in Accounting. 

Glenda Garton and Raymond Balty were 
united in marriage at the Baptist Church in 
Superior on the evening of April 19. Mrs. 
Balty is with the Superior traffic depart- 
ment. 

The marriage of Joan Menke, Beatrice 
Traffic, and James Mott was performed at 
the Beatrice Methodist Church the evening 
of April 13. 

Joan Reynolds, Fairbury Traffic, became 
the bride of William Nespor in a ceremony 
performed at the Fairbury Methodist Church 
on the afternoon of March 23. 

Marlene Schroeder, Beatrice Traffic, and 
Allen Scheele were married April 21 in St. 
John’s Lutheran Church at Plymouth. 

As it sometimes happens, the News missed 
an important event of last October 27 when 
Leone L. Jones, chief operator at Ohiowa, 
became the bride of Rudolph Spielman of 
Western. The ceremony was performed at the 
Ohiowa Methodist Church. 


Journey's End 


Funeral services were held April 7 at the 


Fairfield Christian Church for Alexander 
Moorhead of DeWeese, father of Elmer 
Moorhead, manager at Clay Center. 


Mrs. Mildred Rezny, mother of Leon 
Rezny, Beatrice Plant, passed away April 15 
in Wilber. Services were held April 18 with 
burial in the Wilber cemetery. 


Headlines 


Ivan C. Haith, manager at Humboldt, was 
elected councilman for the second ward 
in the city election held early in April. 

T. E. Longdon, area manager, Fairbury, ap- 
peared as principal speaker before the Bus- 
iness and Professional Women’s Club April 
23. His topic was ‘’Public Relations.” 
Erman Wheatcraft, Nebraska City Plant, 
was elected director of the Nebraska City 
Optimist Club at the annual meeting, April 
4, 

Sterling Nelson, area manager, York, was 
installed as administrative vice president of 
the International Toastmasters Club of 
York on April 1. 


Spring Tonic 

The mailman brought some nice let- 
ters from our customers during the 
month and we are especially happy to 
print them to let our people know that 
their efforts to provide good service do 
not go unobserved. The first is from 
a Plattsmouth rural subscriber and was 
addressed to the area office. It reads: 

“Dear friends: just a note to express sincere 
thanks to all of you who worked so feverishly to 
restore our telephone service. Although we were 
out almost a week, the experience was good for 
us. It makes us appreciate what a good friend 


our telephone is. Very sincerely yours,” 
(s) Mr. and Mrs. Richard Cole 


The second letter is from the Fair- 
bury office of the Chicago, Rock Island 
and Pacific Railroad and was addressed 
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to T. E. Longdon, area manager. We 


quote: 

‘Dear Mr. Longdon: This is written to acknowl- 
edge our appreciation for the help your company 
rendered us during the snowstorm of March 23 
following which our communications were out of 
service. We especially desire to express our thanks 
to your long distance operators for the courteous 
and efficient manner in which they handled our 
calls.’ 

(s) D. J. Smith, superintendent 


The third letter had its inception not 
in the storm, but from a fine bit of de- 
tective work on the part of operator 
Mary L. Woods of Nebraska City as 
she tracked down a distant party to 
complete a call. The note was addressed 
to Lillian Bader, chief operator, Ne- 
braska City, and reads: 

“‘Dear Lillian: | wanted to tell you how much | 
appreciated the wonderful cooperation and service 
that one of your long distance operators gave me 
this noon. | had to place a call to a lady in Joplin 
and didn’t have the correct spelling of the name. 
But through the perseverance of your operator we 
finally located her. We didn‘t have too much help 
at the other end of the line either, so I’m giving 
your operator the credit. . . . Thanks to your gal. 


Sincerely,” 
(s) Edith Ailes, secretary, O.E.S. Chapter. 

And finally, a nice compliment for a 
member of Lincoln Plant. This letter 

1 1 +} rt ° 
was addressed to Roy Brendle, service 
engineer, and had this to say: 

“Our new phone service is now installed and we 
like it real well and we know it will serve our 
needs. We also want you to know that Dean Jones 
who supervised the installation of the equipment, 
is a credit to your company. He was most con- 
siderate and cooperative and it was a pleasure to 
have him in our office. Please tell him so. Yours 
very truly,” 

Sweeney Realty Company, (s) Wm. J. Burke. 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


Congratulations were in store last month 
for ‘‘our boss’? Howard Spahnle, who cele- 
brated his 25th anniversary with LT&T . 
The smiling faces of our area managers 
appeared in the office during the Nebraska 
Telephone Convention, and from all re- 
ports it was a fine convention. ... Yours truly 
had quite an experience during National Sec- 
retaries Week. Our N.S.A. group went on a 
tour of the State Penitentiary. After the tour 
of the various buildings and shops, we were 
treated to a dinner in the trustys’ dormitory, 
which was truly ‘fit for a king.’ Following 
the dinner, the ‘‘Felonaires Band” presented a 
program of music from ‘Rock an’ Roll’ to 
“the kind mother used to like.”’ All in all 
it was quite a wonderful experience. 


David City Area 


by Vivian Dee 


The newest addition at David City is a bowl- 
ing alley and the girls of the traffic depart- 
ment have formed a team called the “Wrong 
Numbers.” The bowlers are Phyllis Lukassen, 
Verna Heins, Agnes Michalek, Peg Murphy, 
Lois Winterfeld and Marie Vandenburg. The 
girls won their first league game on April 
16. Some of the older girls have been bowling, 
but with the stiff joints and sore muscles, 
they decided it was too expensive to buy 
linament. Lois Winterfeld spent a few 
a in Omaha visiting her brother and fam- 
ily. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen and Norma Jean Dettmer 

Our congratulations go to Lillian Bader, 
our chief operator, who celebrated her 40th 
anniversary with the company last month. 
She was surprised with a little coffee party 
and presented a corsage by the commercial 
department. ... Gladys Parker had as Easter 
guest her daughter and family, who live at 
Valley. . .. Lois Hoback and family visited 
her sister, in Tecumseh recently. ... Cleora 
Lawrence's sister and her daughter were 
visitors from Virginia. It was the first time 
Cleora had seen her 18-month-old niece. 
Cleora’s present worry is how her son is 
going to act when he’s ring bearer in a wed- 
ding at St. Joseph, Missouri. ... Bernice West 


Laura Douty, seated, whose service record ex- 
ceeded that of any other active employee, served 
coffee and cake for Seward employees on her 
65th birthday, April 16. Here she pours for Wayne 
Menze and Mike Svoboda of Seward Plant and 
Dick Fischer, manager at Milford. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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became “grandmother” of a boy born April 
17, and Mary Ross became “aunt” of a girl 
born April 16.. . Helen Doyle’s happy smile 
is due to the Fulbright Scholarship awarded 
her son Bill. He will study in Australia this 
fall. Helen and her husband plan to attend 
his graduation in Arizona this month. .. . Mr. 
and Mrs. Ivan Livingston went to Pierre, S. D. 
to visit their daughter Betty and family. ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Newens attended the Drake Re- 
lays at Des Moines. ... Sophia Windels, chief 
operator at Syracuse, attended the anniver- 
sary luncheon at the Cornhusker Hotel in 
Lincoln in honor of Lillian Bader, chief oper- 
ator at Nebraska City .... Donald Jacobson, 
Syracuse Plant, helped install dial telephones 
at the Ashland exchange, ... Elmer Neujahr 
took a week of his vacation and went on an 
expense-paid trip to Michigan sponsored by 
the University of Nebraska Community De- 
velopmennt Project. Kay Bassett, our 
new student operator, is a member of the 
1957 graduation class. . . . Recent visitors in 
the Syracuse office were Delores Keunning, 
Plattsmouth; Mavis Mohlman, Milford; and 
Sharon Marek, Omaha; ail of whom were 
former Syracuse operators. 


Platismouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


Claud Clary and Ben Anderson, Plattsmouth, 
and Lloyd Lane, Weeping Water, worked in 
Ashland helping to get ready for the con- 
version. Alice Sharpnack is all aglow 
and for good reasons, too. Her new grand- 
daughter is here visiting from Carrollton, Ohio 
.. . Helen Ofe has returned from a vacation 
in Key West, Florida, and from the cards we 
received from her, we know she had a won- 
derful time. . Tip Johanns spent a week 
of her vacation at home with her sister who 
is recuperating from an operation. 


Seward Area 


by Helen Norwood 


There was a lot of excitement at the Seward 
office last month, with the tornado at Mil- 
ford, parties and all. No need to report how 
much confusion and anxiety there was... . 
A birthday party was held April 16 for Laura 
Douty. R. H. Gray, area manager, presented 
her with a beautifully decorated three-tier 
cake. Laura served coffee and cake all day to 
fellow employees. She received many lovely 
gifts. . . . Jerry Shipley, wire chief, spent 
one week of his vacation at home landscap- 
ing his yard. ... We are sorry to lose Ewald 
(Ozzie) Ochsner, who returned to Hastings. 
The employees presented him with a tele- 
vision lamp. . . Lola Langner, Commercial, 
enjoyed the return of her daughter, son-in- 
law and grandchildren after 18 months spent 
ot Kenai, Alaska with the Army... . April 
30 was a big day for Laura Douty; her last 
as an active employee. She came that morning 
as usual with a friendly smile, greeting every- 
one. She was presented with dozens of pres- 
ents and congratulations from near and far 
during the day. A beautiful bouquet of red 
roses was presented to her by the Seward 
office. She was taken to lunch by Martha 
Merz, Lydia Jones and Beata Merz, who had 
worked with her for many years. They pre- 
sented her with a red and white corsage. In 
the late afternoon she spent some time at 
the switchboard, to finish her career the way 
she began more than 46 years ago. That 
evening a dinner was held in her honor at 
Lone Oak, Lincoln, with the Seward em- 
ployees and several guests being present. 
Laura gave a resume of her long career dur- 
ing which she worked under Seward man- 
agers W.S. Dupin, L. B. Mapel, Bert R. Over- 
cash, Chris Haberman, T. C. Cone and R. H. 
Gray. 
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Wahoo Area 


by Leona Benal and Mary Beaty 


Carylon Jackson is back with us after serv- 
ing four years in Uncle Sam’s Navy, and 
everyone wishes her a welcome return. . 
Sharon Moser spent a few days in Chicago 
attending the wedding of a girl friend and 
visiting old school chums... ,. Mildred Lanik, 
Rose Marie Meduna, Mary Beaty and Mae 
Meduna visited Joan Steinbach at her home 
in Malmo, where she is recovering from her 
automobile accident. They report she is get- 
ting along much better, and hope she will be 
able to return to work in the very near fu- 
ture. ... Jennie Stoltenberg is spending her 
vacation at home, after which she is on leave 
of absence to await the arrival of a blessed 
event. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


New cars and new boats seem to be the 
big news here. Elva Remmers, Frances Slater 
and George Eggleston are sporting new cars, 
and Harry Rogers and Fenton Kipling are 
owners of new boats. . It’s nice to have 
Orva Gobber back from leave of absence... . 
Amel McVay is being very careful these days 
on stepping from a ladder. Several days ago, 
after completing a job of attaching a drop 
wire to a house, Amel stepped on what he 
thought was the ground but instead fell into 
a barrel buried under the ground. 


Beatrice Area 


by Carolina VanLaningham and Frank Fisher 


Mila Jackson has a new flashing diamond. 
— We’re happy to welcome back Martha 
Penner and Dorothy Mathias. ... June Car- 
man is spending her vacation in California 
visiting her son, and Elsie Cooper is planning 
to spend a few days of her vacation with her 
sister in Grand Island... . The hardest person 
to catch now is Lambert Eitel since he 
started driving a Buick, . . . George Wasson 
was installed as Exalted Ruler of the Beatrice 
Elks Lodge in April. .... Harlan Gillespie has 
been admitted to the St. Mary’s Hospital in 
Rochester, Minnesota. 


On her fast day at work on April 30, Miss 
Douty re-enacted the scenes of 47 years ago when 
she was a student operator. Jessie Landon, who 
stands behind her, was then her chief operator. 
The other two “students’’ are Dora Plessel and 
Gladys Walker. 


Crete Area 


by Loretta MclIlnay 


Ethel Park is back on the job after a 
brief period of hospitalization. ... The entire 
area deeply mourns the sudden death of Wil- 
liam McOmber, Crete wire chief. ... We’re 
happy to report that Manager E. M. Massie of 
Friend is convalescing at home after a long 
stay in the hospital, ... At Wilber, Harvey 
Robinson is back from a week’s vacation dur- 
ing which he took his father to Rochester, 
Minnesota. He and his wife spent the re- 
mainder of the week visiting relatives and 
friends in Lincoln, Utica and Beaver Cross- 
ing. 


Fairbury Area 
by Betty A. Vaughn 

Spring weather may not be here, but the 
fever is. One marriage, Joan Reynolds Nespor, 
One sparkler, Kay Hoffhine, and roses be- 
ing planted everywhere; but Mrs. Hutchinson 
doesn’t have her sweet corn planted yet.... 
Several girls attended the Ice Follies in Lin- 
coln—Arlene Holloway, Helen DeBord, Mar- 
tha Vculek, Berl Leslie, Lois McCord, Bonnie 
Harris and Kay Hoffhine. . . . Berl Leslie also 
attended the BPW Convention in Scottsbluff. 
... The only vacationer was Bertha Cerveny 
who used the time to move to the country... 
Irene James motored to Wichita for a few 
days, ... Velda Wagner was at home for a 
few days nursing her son, Ray, who had his 
tonsils removed. 


Tecumseh Area 
by Henri Goracke 
The women’s bowling team participated in 
the company tournament in Lincoln on April 
7. All had a wonderful time and are eagerly 


awaiting the event again next year.... Clara 
Costello and Vernabelle Mommens enjoyed 
the senior class play at Table Rock... . Cecile 


Morehead recently swapped cars and is now 
driving a big Olds. Dick McCoy and 
Harold Drake are having trouble with their 
hound dogs straying from home. Dick’s dogs 
recently left for a couple of weeks. Wonder 
if the guys ever thought about putting bells 
on the dogs, 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


The girls in the traffic and commercial de- 
partments celebrated April Fool’s Day with 
a party. Recent visitors in the traffic 
department were fifth grade students from the 
Geneva school. ... Our beautiful spring 
weather has brought on the vacation urge. 
Leona Spielman, chief operator at Ohiowa, 
vacationed at her new home in Western. 
Another vacationer is Viola Wall of Geneva 
Traffic. 


Hastings Area 
by Carole Cummings 

Aletha Bennett and Moreane Alldritt started 
the spring season off in fine fashion by going 
fishing and catching 24 crappies. . .. On 
April 14 a baby shower was held at the home 
of Betsy Wilshusen for Shirley Chrapkowski 
and Marion Snyder. Hostesses were Peach 
Maul, Arlis Reiber, Norma Wicks, Dixie Price 
and Carolyn Swedlund. A lovely time was 
had by all. . Virginia Richardson had an 
unexpected surprise. While driving down the 
street, some dear gentle soul ran into her. 
. Helen Rothfuss declares when they ad- 
vertise crackers as being crisp, they are really 
crisp, and she has the dental bill to prove 
it. . . . Moreane Alldritt spent a weekend in 
Scottsbluff attending a B.P.W, convention. 


Hebron Area 
by Viola Evans 
News this month is on the scarce side but 
not for our two new student operators, Pa- 
tricia Nun and Carol Northrup, who are busy 
learning their switchboard ABC’s. 


PADDERN HOMES Have PLENTY 
: N COLO 


What's a Home Without a Colored Telephone? 


OF TELEPHONES 


LT&T participated in one of the initial projects of Lincoln’s new auditorium, a five-day home 
show, April 2 through April 6. An attractive booth was built under direction of the advertising and 
sales forces of General Commercial, while attendants for the booth were assigned from both local 
and general commercial departments. It was quite a successful venture, for aside from the publicity 
value, the additional equipment sold from the booth included 28 colored sets, six extensions, five 
Koil Kords, one Ericofone, one two-line set, two jacks, one extension bell and one B-1 service. 
Other potential sales were awaiting the customer’s final decision. 


In the picture Shirley Heiliger and Joyce Brown, of Lincoln Commercial, are awaiting the bell 


for the opening round. 


Superior Area 
by Marjorie Headrick 

On April 17, twenty-two fellow workers and 
friends held a dinner party honoring Mr. and 
Mrs. Bert Kline. The Klines plan to make their 
retired home in the Ozark hills, and Bert 
informs us he plans to get lost with his boat 
on the Lake of the Ozarks. The group pre- 
sented them with a new camp stove and camp 
“easy chairs.” Mrs. Kline was given a silver 
pin and earring set. During the evening, mo- 
tion pictures of a previous LT&T party were 
shown by Dale Bollman. These created much 
merriment, especially from the ladies pres- 
ent. Guests included Mr. and Mrs. Boyd Imler 
of York, and Mr. and Mrs, Duke Eckles of 
Nelson, both former employees at Superior. 
The group expressed their sentiments to Mr. 
and Mrs. Kline and departed wishing them 
lots of fun and relaxation while they are en- 
joying life. . Eight rural school children 
and their teacher, Mrs. Irene Guy, from Dis- 
trict 78, near Guide Rock. visited the tele- 
phone office on April 5. The boys showed 
much interest in the intricate machinery in 
the plant department, and the girls were 
amazed at the work of the Traffic girls. We 
enjoyed touring the building with this group 
of future subscribers. . . Artis Bowen, our 
chief operator, and friends attended the Bus- 
iness and Professional Women’s State Con- 
ference held in Scottsbluff the weekend of 
April 12. Miss Bowen was “timekeeper.’’. , 
Carol Cross is learning the ropes as new clerk 
in the Commercial office. . . . Another group 
of school children from the Star School south- 
west of Hardy visited the telephone office on 
April 18. They were accompanied by their 
teachers, Mrs. Margaret Doxon and Mrs. Clare 
Osborne. They expressed appreciation. for 
the guided tour which Bob Culver, switch- 
boardman, gave them. 
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Sutton Area 


by Catherine Cassell 


Sutton area employees held a steak supper 
for Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Culver. Mr. Culver, 
combinationman at Sutton, was recently trans- 
ferred to Superior. We wish both of them 
success and happiness in their new location. 
...A big “welcome” to Gordon Sinnner, who 
comes from Hastings to Sutton, ...On April 
19, J. H. Mankamyer attended a “sales meet- 
ing” at Hastings. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


Vacation time is here again. Darlene San- 
burg is spending her vacatjon at home, and 
Kenny Paro, plant department, though on va- 
cation, was at home ‘“working.”’. . Sterling 
Nelson, area manager, attended the Boy Scout 
convention in Kansas City on April 5. On 
April 23 and 24 he was in Lincoln attending 
the State Telephone Convention. . .. Loretta 
Wyatt, service assistant, was guest of honor at 
a coffee held in the Traffic lounge on April 
23. We wish Loretta luck in her new work. 

Imelda Willms, Traffic, is wearing a 
new diamond and the lucky man is Bob 
McCoy of York. ... Yours truly spent Sun- 
day, April 14, in Sedalia, Missouri, visiting 
friends. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 
Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


Ralph Retziaff has become quite skilled in 
the business of fatherhood and can now sleep 
undisturbed through the middle-of-the-night 
cries of his second offspring. . . . One of 
Mavis Tribble’s boys had his tonsils out re- 


cently. At the hospital he hid the ‘nothing 
by mouth” sign the nurse hung at the foot 
of his bed, hoping to get a good meal, It 
didn’t work and afterwards he settled for ice 
cream. ... The weather has been much more 
active than the people around here. Even 
the balmy temperatures haven’t spurred 
many Dewey Nelsen, is planning the annual 
spring golf tournament at Wahoo, May 19.... 
Marge Tvrz held her hands pitifully close 
together in an indication of the one that 
got away. Actually she can claim interfer- 
ence. With some of her would-be teachers 
telling her to pull the line in as soon as she 
felt it jerk, and others telling her to wait and 
let it bob a few times so the fish is really 
hooked, she followed the first advice part of 
the time, and the other advice the rest of the 
time and managed to tangle the line most of 
the time, lose the fish all of the time, and get 
a sun-burned nose besides. Ants, too, have 
been active, and Marge and her young neph- 
ews spent Saturday afternoon watching a 
colony of ants doing their spring houseclean- 
ing. Who can say who was more fascinated? 
And then again maybe a colony of busy ants 
Was watching a small group of humans with 
nothing to do but watch a colony of busy 
ants. ... Larry Connealy is quite pleased with 
the new arrangement that enables a waiting 
wife to water the lawn before a working 
husband gets home. . .. On an early vaca- 
tion Betty Tribble stayed at home and spent 
one day visiting her eight-year-old daughter’s 
school, which she does once a year... . At- 
tending two weddings and a Bohemian Hop 
in Omaha really kept Grace Hauschild hop- 
ping on April 27. . Paprika on toast is 
colorful but has little else to recommend it, 
according to Ruth Strong who unwittingly 
tried some in the cafeteria. Evidently others 
agreed with her as several pieces of bright 
red toast were returned uneaten with the 
used dishes. . . . Several girls who were part 
of the group that invaded Shop and Supply 
on April 17 were glad to learn how to pin 
crossarms, Never know when it might come 
in handy to have a little extra skill. rae = Sar 
Sievers and I. J. Devoe have been traveling 
and conferencing. A display of business ma- 
chines took Mr. Sievers to La Crosse and 
Madison, Wisconsin, and he and Mr. Devoe 
to Chicago. A management conference spon- 
sored by the University of Kansas extension 
center then drew them both to Kansas City. 


. . . And, oh yes, Sugar Ray won back his 
title. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 


Carol Goff, Sally Grabowski, 
Associate Editors 


Everyone in Accounting has been struck 

with Spring Fever, it seems. None of us has 
done much (outside the office) except sit 
back, relax and enjoy the nice weather. ... 
Opal Allison attended the Pioneer Banquet 
April 24 and had an enjoyable time. ... Dar- 
lene Hagel-Pitt was a “widow” for a matter 
of two weeks while her husband Warren was 
on a navy cruise at the Great Lakes. ; 
Eleanor Grabowski and Carol Goff were 
hostesses at a baby shower April 19 in honor 
of Joyce Smith. . Irene Beights, ex-em- 
ployee in the accounting office, gave birth to 
a baby girl April 24. Little Miss Beights is 
called Karen Lea, ... Rose Carlson rides in 
style now since she and her husband pur- 
chased a 1957 grey Dodge... . Delores Dover 
and her fiance’ took in the Policeman's Ball 
May 1... . Darlene Russell was welcomed 
back to work April 15 following a leave of 
absence. We were sorry to hear that 
Barbara Shirey was a victim of the measle 
“bug.”’. . . Lilly Malacek was very proud 
when she heard that she had a new grand- 
daughter. . Carol Goff was hostess at a 
bridal shower for Pat Bailey April 24. 
We have reason to believe that there is a 
mouse in Clara Jones’ office due to the 
fact that Bob Ross lost his hat. Bob says 
the hat was on the coat rack when it disap- 
peared. “Strange things are happening.” 


A group eo accounting folk made an “orienta- 
tion’ journey to the 21st and L building April 
17 under the guidance of George Mann. Object 
of the visit was to become better acquainted 
with the people and materials that form the 
statistics of accounting records. Here they stop 
at the desk of Dean Hobson, of the supply de- 
partment. Pictured from left to right: George 
Mann, Ralph Retzlaff, Wayne Stahly, Velda 
Decker, Barbara Rich, Marge Tvrz, Dean Hobson, 
Charles Lindgren, Jane Scheffert, Estella Foght 
and Pat Tindall. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


General Plant Superintendent George Bar- 
ney attended a meeting of the USITA Plant 
Committee in Chicago during the week of 
May 6... . Houghton Furr, Secretary-Treas- 
urer, had the pleasure and honor of acting 
as one of five judges in the “Miss Lin- 
coln” contest, held March 31. During the 
elimination process, the race was narrowed 
to fifteen and Miss Kay Nielson of Council 
Bluffs was selected to wear the crown... 
John Reed, General Plant, fell off his perch 
the other day. It seems, according to his 
story, he leaned back in his chair and ker- 
plop, John landed on the floor. He was not 
hurt and his usual good humor prevailed 
when he was telling about it. . During the 
week of May 13, Grand Chapter of the Order 
of the Eastern Star meets in Lincoln for its 
annual conclave. Mina Jorgensen, General 
Plant, has been selected to act as chairman 
of the important Credentials Committee. 
Congratulations to Mina! ... Grandchildren 
are not a new innovation to Marcia Watson, 
Cafeteria. But, she is the proud possessor 
of a new grandson. And congratulations to 
Marcia on the new addition. . It was a 
pleasure during the past few weeks to shake 
the hands of the following who came into 
the General Plant office: Forrest Behm, Ray 
Boling, Joy Dobbs, George Hansen, Billie 
Hassler, Art Keckler, and Fred Strasser. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Tuesday, April 16, our gals on the 12:30 
lunch hour had a picnic in Antelope Park. 
Going quickly out of sight were large quan- 
tities of fried chicken, potato salad, baked 
beans, hard rolls with butter, pickles, olives, 
pop and pink velvet pie, Were they full—oh 
boy. Shirley Heiliger and Marlene Wait were 
the chauffeurs—and Marlene added to the 
enjoyment by having her car stall at 27th 
& D. Thanks to a nice man with a pickup 
truck who pushed her, they arrived ae 
to work on time and none the worse for the 
experience. From all reports we will try 
it again. Nancy Connealy has taken a 
leave to await the arrival of her bundle of 
joy. . . . Geo. Hancock took advantage of 
Faster and spent four wonderful days in Chi- 
cago. ... Yours truly and husband spent the 
weekend in Kansas City; Marla Kutz and 
Dean Hamilton home to McCook and Mar- 
lene Holsten to Minden, Jody and Larry 
Jones and his parents also spent a weekend 
in Kansas City. Mr. and Mrs. McDowell spent 
their two-week vacation going to California. 


As this was written they had not returned 
but from the card received they were having 
a wonderful time. . . . Going back to Nancy 
Connealy, her last day was also her birth- 
day so we had a party at the YWCA com- 
plete with a birthday cake. ... Linda Sipes 
was the victim of a cup of hot coffee which 
she knocked over on relief one morning and 
had to return home to change clothes. ... 
Mary Wanek took a long weekend and went 
to Camp Carson, Colorado, to visit her hus- 
band, We sure wanted to go along and see 
some of the beautiful Colorado scenery but 
she wouldn’t let us. . . . Maudie Henderson 
has also left us. She is home deep in wedding 
plans and will make her home in San Diego, 
California, after her marriage to Jim Slocum. 

. Saturday, May 4, the service representa- 
tives, wives, husbands, boy friends, had a 
very enjoyable steak fry at Geo. Hancock’s. 
. .. Shirley and Jerry Rocke journeyed to 
Grand Island to the races—had a good time 
but lost all their money. . Marla and Bob 
Kutz, Shirley and Jerry Rocke, Sandy and 
Sammy Carter, and Dean and Irene Hamil- 
ton took advantage of the tickets given away 
and went to the Policeman’s Ball. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Claude Helm has been very busy planting 
rose bushes and trying to get all his yard 
work out of the way, so that it will not in- 
terfere with his fishing plans later on. ‘ 
C. B. Meshier has a new granddaughter, Liza 
Anne, born April 27 in Washington, D. C. 

Ray Clinton is sporting a brand new 
green and white ’57 Ford. 


Cusfodial Section 
by Paul Radebaugh 


We are very glad to report Jack Cox is 
able to be back to work, a half day at a 
time. . . . Robert L. Johnson, former cus- 
todian department employee, paid us a visit 
March 18. Bob is a graduate pharmacist 
from the University of Nebraska and is now 
working in a drug store at Wayne. ; 
Lucille Sorge was in Bryan Memorial Hos- 
pital for an operation. We all wish Lucille a 
very speedy recovery, and hope to see her 
back to work soon. 


Toll Equipment Section 
by JoAnn Gloor 


Irv Schneider is spending his two weeks 
vacation painting and getting his new home 
ready to move in. . . . Clyde Higgins will be 
moving in his new home which is located at 
6955 Lynn in the Bethany Park addition or, 
as he calls it, Mortgage Hill. 


Wire Chief's Section—14 & M 


by Gloria Gruis 


Lioyd Jenkins is back to work after being 
in the hospital. Darlene Griffin cele- 
brated her 21st birthday in April and re- 
ceived a beautiful wrist watch from her hus- 


band. . . . Donabelle Schumann and Les 
Livingston spend most of their time com- 
paring notes on their gardens. ... Hazel 


Higgins was in to see us with her new 
daughter. . Harold Wart has been on jury 
duty for two weeks. Roy Mills is hoping 
he will have better luck Playing golf this 
summer than he has had during bowling 
season. ... Rollie Wart is looking for some- 
one to help him dig dandelions and mow 
grass—free, of course. 


e e 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Ken Versaw and Kay Johnson were two 
engineer members of the bowling team plac- 
ing second in the recent big all-company 
tourney. Other engineer participants were: 
Paul Henson, who teamed with the vice-presi- 
dent ("I did better by myself in the singles,”’ 


Returning to the bowling wars after several 
years absence, Merle M. Hale displayed good 
form in the company-wide tournament—except for 
one shot which unfortunately the camera didn’t 
catch. That time he slid over the foul line in 
a supine position. 


stated Mr. Hale); Charley Conners, who 
teamed with a bunch of hot shots, in- 
cluding Bill Thompson. ‘“You’re not throw- 
ing them high enough,” coached one of 
his team mates as Bill’s delivery landed 
half-way down the alley. Another inspired 
participant, in copying Bill's back swing 
connected with a_- glass vending ma- 
chine, littering the hall with gum balls. 
A thing like that could get out of hand. 
: The best integrated team was made 
up of George Bossung, Bob’ Cardwell, 
Tom Goldenstein, Buck Isaman and Vic 
Musselman, all of Outside Plant Division. 
The best bowler for his age proved to be 
Roger Dehning. Roger himself doesn’t make 
that restriction and he carries his score card 
around to prove it... . Virginia Klatt and Bill 
Lietgeb are heading for their matrimonial 
home stretch—to two other people, we must 
quickly add. As the fatal day nears June 16 
for Jenny, she relieves the tension by buying 
dresses. Bill, on the other hand—like a 
champion—is calm as the crisis nears, May 
19. He’s even quit smoking cigars. . . .“Go 
right to bed,’ admonished Buck Isaman to 
his son George. ‘‘Lock the door but leave 
the screen unlatched; we’ll be home late. And 
don’t go to sleep on the davenport.’’ Wearied 
into somnambulism, having just returned 
with the Lincoln Boys Choir from a trip 
through the East (Akron, Gettysburg, Wash- 
ington, etc.), George latched the screen, left 
the door unlocked and lay down on the 
davenport. Four hours later pop Isaman was 
banging on the screen but George was far 
away. “I don’t mind the skin off my knuckles 
knocking on the screen,’ mumbled Pop as 
he lifted his waist in sections over the sill, 
“but I’m going to make him pay for this 
screen I had to cut.’ Vic Musselman sympa- 
thizes as his boys made the same trip. . . 

“What happened when the blade flew off 
your mower, Spence?’’ queried Buck at the 
coffee table. (Editor’s note: Buck was build- 
ing an opening to tell us about his mower.) 
“Don’t you know?” cut in Bob Cardwell with 
a smirk. ‘“‘Spence used to be six inches taller.” 
‘My mower is made so that if the blade gets 
loose nothing happens—it just drops off’ went 
on Buck pridefully and refusing to be ig- 
nored. “In fact, it works so good that when 
it got loose last summer I mowed the lawn 
twice before I realized the blade was miss- 
ing.”. .. .“*This looks like one of those trucker 


stops,” said Orville Spencer, nodding at a 
run-down joint. “I’ll bet the food is good in 
there.” “I agree,’’ chimed George Bossung, 
eyeing the shapely waitress, ‘“‘She’s so clean 
and neat.” ‘‘How’s that!’ responded Spencer, 
startled from visions of a juicy steak and 
looking the place over again. The waitress 
could have stepped from Duncan Hines—the 
steak looked just as good. Spencer’s salivarys 
surged. ‘‘He took after that steak,” states 
George, “like a dog harries a rabbit.” Finally 
separating a piece, Orville masticated lustily 
—nothing happened. “His look of frustration,” 
continued George, “was out of this world.” 
“Waitress,” bellowed Spence, “do you call 
this steak? Where’s the manager?’’ He banged 
on the table. “Isn’t everything just right?” 
molified the manager. “It’s biting back at 
me,’ complained Spence, demonstrating by 
chewing violently and pointing at the man- 
gled but still intact remains. “I could hardly 
chew mine either,’’ chimed George, ‘and 
I'm just a young man.” Orville winced. “T’ll 
bring you a side dish of hamburger,” prof- 
fered the proprietor, While Spencer con- 
sumed food more suitable to his age and 
strength, George bantered with the waitress. 
“Is that your brother?’ he asked, indicating 
a big, burley fellow who had been glaring 
at them all through the proceedings. ‘“‘That’s 
my husband,’ she corrected, meaningfully. 
“Oh!’’ It was George’s turn to wince. They 
ostentatiously clattered down a fifty cent tip 
and slunk out—an ambulatory stance that 
later, back in Lincoln, stood Spence in good 
stead. He has been observed leaving the 
local dime store surreptitiously on tiptoe 
and all hunched over, loaded down with 
masterpieces of the five-and-ten variety. It 
seems he is trying to average down the price 
of pictures for his new home to what he 
can afford. He recently purchased a couple 
of very high-priced ones at a regular em- 
porium but he is running out of wall space. 
The last batch he had to nail up in the 
breezeway. 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 

Back from a wonderful trip to California; 
the first one. With a sister we left March 28 
to visit relatives in Concord and Monteca. 
Went on a sight-seeing trip to the top of Mt. 
Diablo. Drove over the Golden Gate and Bay 
bridges. Saw the Golden Gate Park, the 
museum and Japanese Tea Gardens. Drove to 
the Cliff House on the Pacific but didn’t risk 
walking the beach as the tide was in. On re- 
turn trip visited a sister in Nevada and rode 
the dome car in the mountains. It was breath- 
taking, but a wonderful sight to look far 
down into the canyons. Crossed Salt Lake, 
then on to Cheyenne to visit relatives. Then 
home, very tired but happy. ... We are sorry 
to report the serious illness of Bert Overcash 
who is in the hospital. Also hospitalized are 
F. E. Behm and G. W, Jahn... . Several of 
our Retired Club members attended the 
joint Pioneer luncheon during the telephone 
convention and enjoyed both the food and 
the program, ... Another who is hospitalized 
is Charles W. Albers, who is being treated 
for a heart ailment. 


Lincoln Traffic 


by Kathleen Carey 


Shades of Bennet Cerf! Della Wilcox 
traveled to Blackwell, Oklahoma, the week- 
end of April 14 to see her Mother, and took 
her own blizzard. All was forgiven, however, 
because they needed the moisture. ... La 
Jean Von Dane is picking pretty colors for 
her new “Trend” home now being completed. 
_. . We’ve heard of showers in the morning, 
the kind that call for an umbrella but not 
the kind that June Hudson and Dorothy 
Keller gave for Winona Kirwan at 9:00 a. m. 
on the morning of April 24. Guess storks 
don’t care if they get wet anyhow... . Infla- 
tion has invaded the Easter Bunny field. 
Dorothy Griffin, Margaret Remmers and 
Beverly Schroeder returned from their Easter 
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holiday with diamonds instead of Easter 
baskets. Oh, well, there were carats in- 
volved. . . . Ruth Fleischmann is about the 
proudest Auntie we have seen to date, most 
eager to display the picture of Julie Ann. 
. . . Our sympathy goes to Velda Smith and 
her father, Mell Williams, injured in the 
Milford tornado; also to Mildred Hughes 
for her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Seth Hughes, 
who sustained injuries and were left home- 
less in the terrible disaster. . . . Funny 
things happened, too. Dorothea Heckman 
gets the prize for the under-statement of the 
week. Our heroine, never one to be deterred 
by a few black clouds, left for Beaver Cross- 
ing on the evening of April 25 and arrived 
at Milford minutes after the tornado struck. 
Driving jauntily up to Newton’s Cafe, Doro- 
thea was all set to order ‘‘two with onions’”’ 
when she just happened to notice that New- 
ton’s was more on the horizontal than the 
vertical, wherewith the undaunted Dorothea 
rolled down the window and uttered these 
immortal words to an innocent bystander: 
“Looks like you had a tornado here.” 


Supply 


by Sylvia A. Hoaglin 


“Cinerama Holiday’’ at the Cinerama 
Theater in Kansas City was enjoyed by 
Florence Tatman. After hearing her tell 
about the Cinerama, we would all like to 
see it. . . Bill Rosenthal is now a grand- 
daddy! He couldn’t travel to Los Angeles 
fast enough when he received the news that 
his first grandson had arrived. Bill is spend- 
ing four weeks getting acquainted. ... Duane 
Grove spent his vacation taking his 32nd 
degree in the Scottish Rite. Art Sharp 
traveled to Kansas City to usher at the wed- 
ding of his ‘‘school days’ friend. ... Bill 
Cotton is spending his vacation enjoying his 
new daughter. It will take a week to sew all 
the buttons on his shirts which popped off 
from pride when his daughter was born. 

Bill Hartz and Herman Studier had 
plane reservations for a trip to St. Louis to 
deliver to the Lincoln warehouse a new 
two-ton construction truck, but due to fog 
the planes were grounded and they had 
to travel by train. Everyone in the office was 
disappointed along with them because they 
missed out on the plane ride. ... The Shop 
and Supply bowling team won fourth place 
in the bowling tournament, Merle Schneider, 
Dean Hobson, Phil Garvey, Jim Geist and 
Lowell Johnson took the honors. .. . Bill 
Hartz and his wife ‘‘do si do’ed” at the Lin- 
coln Folk and Square Dance Festival held 
at the Pershing Municipal Auditorium. Bill 
received the honor of calling the dance ‘‘Lit- 
tle Red Wagon.” Lyle Rauch, brother 
of Russ, who resides in Woodiand, Washing- 
ton, visited recently with the Rauch family. 
Lyle spent several days at the warehouse 
visiting employees with whom he worked 
back in 1947. . . . Lester Ellis’ mother-in-law 
traveled from Washington, D. C. to attend 
the First Communion of Lester’s daughter. 


A young veteran of switchroom badke and bays 
is Chris Lyberis, shown at his post in 2-Office, 
Lincoln. 
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LL WRITE To JACK 
ABOUT THE JACK. 


YES SIR , WOULD has 
YOU LIKE NOW ISNT THAT 


Donna Hotovy, Seward Traffic, 
answered a toll signal. "Opera- 
tor," she heard her party say, 
"T would like to put in a long 


A. B. Waters wrote a message to Jack distance phone in Des Moines." 


Caldwell to authorize the removal of 
an unused jack on the premises of an 
important customer. He wrote down 
the telephone number and appended 
the terse note: "Please Remove 
Jack," and sent it on its way. So 
Jack prepared an order for the tele- 
phone's removal. The circumstances 
were a bit hard to explain when the 
misunderstanding was discovered 
several days later. 


Milton Royce, General Shop, is becaming known 
as a man of patience and control. Te had 
just finished painting his front porch when 
his granddaughter came to visit. Ome of her 
chores is to bring in the mail. She found 
“the mail box full and had tramped across the 
porch and was opening the front door, ready 
to mark the gray living room rug with red 
footprints, a a Milton saw her. He gave her 
a smile and hug and went outdoorsto paint the 
porch again. 


NOW JUST HOLD YOUR 
HORSES — | CAN 
DRIVE ANYTHING 

ON WHEELS 


ITS OUR cane PANY 5 Z WHO Nawal YOU WORK 
Ge ERVICE aes le 


FOR, SOME : ‘a us ONE - Two it a 
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who offered to drive a carful Wy. | Page 1 a f =F = =P 
of accounting folk from Fair- ON, ie fn Ve i 
bury to Beatrice and spent 15 JF a 9h | =SS=- 

minutes trying to fit the keys ~ ; } | A == 


to his own car into the one 
they had driven from Lincoln, 
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FIRST WE SHOULD 

A salesman at the telephone convention GET SOME MEMBERS 
was intrigued by the number of LT&T AND THEN CHARGE 
service pins he saw about the hotel SOME DUES 
and, hoping to get a closer look, he 

cornered Walter Roberts, who was 


, ws 
proudly wearing his new five-year =. ) CULL j 
emblem. Mr. Roberts also is the man A new organiz nation Has Kean Ni e 
who gives the pins to other employees chartered at York. Most people 


as their anniversaries arrive. But may want to join. It is the 


the salesman was as mystified as ever, ILFB Club. Edna Pflughaupt, 
because he couldn't read the inscrip- chief operator, is organizer 


tion. Walt was wearing his pin upside and president. ILFB stands for 
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down. "TJ Like Fridays Best." 
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B. A. Isaman Seen plant engineer, is an Bg es ’ : = 5 Te ie . SS aA 

i ‘ , 4 * : ae , 7) ase pe’ oT i¢ 
Telephone folk at Hastings are officer in an organization that requires the ee +1 tony ee > — - na ie 4 : a ANWR neg Le 

quite proud of their well wearing of formal attire. He and Mrs. Isaman BY 3:58 CER ee ee EE OT I, EOS ie ‘ NEES | oe 

known man-about-town, James attended a meeting the other night, first in- os mt | ee ae | : ; Nhe 3 . 4; * i th 


Dudgeon, after he displayed structing their son George to leave the screen pho hs ees Re eee ee teccne ee UPR ik cr ee yd eee ; He ASS coe 
a letter he had received from unlatched when he retired so they could un- ee es — , ” ssichieseiaamemens Ve tt poes. rediagary ry WES SS raw 
California. In place of an lock the door when they returned. They got beh BRIS | Le See emer ne = ee ee cali ot as sila Titties ia. ‘uh oP ee 
address, a cutout picture of home late. The screen was latched. A pro- 
Jim was pasted on the enve- longed hammering on the door and windows 
lope, with tie words "Hast-— failed to arouse help, so Buck squeezed him- 
ings, Nebraska," typed be- self through the old coal chute window. 
neath it. The letter was Practically tore his suit to shreds. He went 
delivered without delay. upstairs to find George asleep on the front 
roam couch, with the TV program turned up to 
full volume. 
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Seated in Manager Novak’s 
scrumptious office, Mayor Edgar 


The big moment, when the first flush of life passed 
into the new switching equipment. To bring this about, 


A successful conversion—and a big handshake from 
George P. Barney, general plant superintendent, for 


Anderson, of Ashland, placed the fiber spacers were pulled simultaneously by Charles ; ; it ia 4 . 
first long distance call to course Novak (above), Lura Blackman (foreground), and Ed two men largely responsible for its smoothness: Robert 
through the new equipment. Dorland, (partially hidden.) H. W. Spahnle, district W. Blackford, left, and George B. Keith, center. 


manager, watches the operation. 


Ashland Swings 


In about as smooth an operation as is possible to conceive, 
the Ashland exchange was converted from the manual to dial 
system on schedule at 7 a.m., Sunday, June 2. 

It has been a tremendous undertaking and the largest 
laurel wreath must necessarily descend upon the collective 
brow of the district crew, although skills and talents from other 
departments have been available for specialized tasks. 

As the hand of the clock touched the hour of seven, the 
heat coils were pulled from the frame at the old office, thus 
severing it forever from the cable plant. The signal was 
given for pulling the picks, or spacers, in the new equip- 
ment, and almost immediately the switches began to chatter 
gaily, indicating that a large number of Ashland subscribers 
had risen early to give their new system a personal test. 

Mayor Edgar Anderson was seated at the manager’s desk 
and his was the first long distance call to course through the 
new equipment. He called K. L. Lawson, general commer- 


Photo—C. Novak 


elson, E. V. Bean, L. R. Cink, Claud Clary Jr., Don Nielsen, James Tice. (Not in picture: J. D. Behrns, 


E. D. Mather.) 


to New System 


cial superintendent at Lincoln, to bring news that the con- 
version was complete and all was well. 

The Ashland exchange serves 1100 telephones, of which 
363 are rural. A beautiful, modern brick building was con- 
structed last year and the commercial office has occupied 
its new quarters since October. 

All former operators at Ashland have been given the 
Opportunity of employment at other company offices, ac- 
cording to Charles Novak, Ashland manager. Four of them 
will continue their work at Lincoln. They are Chief Oper- 
ator Lura Blackman, Alta Vance, Patsy Sherman and Ardis 
Henderson. There will be no change in personnel of the 
business office or plant department. 

Total cost of the exchange improvement project was 
$212,000, over half of which represents the cost of the dial 
switching equipment. With this conversion about 80% of 
the company’s 130,000 telephones are dial operated. 


The business office has been in the new build- 


The large crew, mostly imported from other exchanges of the eastern district, who had charge ing since last October. Here, from left, Irene 
of the plant and equipment installation prior to the cutover. Left to right: B. F. Anderson, D. F. Jacob- Combs, traveling instructor of General Traffic, 
sen, L. H. Lane, R. H. Berggren, H. E. Butler, M. D. Sorenson, R. W. Blackford, H. F. Hansen, F. D. Nich- visits with Gladys Ball and Ruth Novak, of Ash- 


land Commercial. 
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Employees Benefit Committee 


How it served our people in 1956 


by |. J. Devoe, Controller 


Secretary, Employees’ Benefit Committee 


What is your rate of pay? 


You’ll have no trouble answering that question, but. . 


What else does the company pay you—or for you—in 
addition to the amount on your paycheck? The answer to 
that will surprise you. 


The extra or “fringe” 
benefits of LT&T reached 
an amazing average of $883 
per employee during the 
course of the year 1956. 
Perhaps you didn’t even 
know that you were get- 
ting those hidden dollars. 


Most of these benefits 
were financed entirely by 
the company. Some are offered through group participation 
which makes them available at a much lower cost than if you 
bought them as an individual. And all of them tend to make 
your way of life more pleasant, prosperous and secure. 

During the year 1956 the sum of $356,511 
was paid into the pension trust fund which 
is administered by the Bankers Trust 
Company of New York. At the year’s end 
the fund amounted to $4,539,296. It was 
invested in bonds and securities to insure 
future pensions for employees now on the 
payroll as well as to pay the pensions of 
our presently retired employees. 


Group 
Insurance 


Payments from this fund to pensioners 
amounted to $166,734 during 1956. An 
additional $4,557 was paid in disability 
pensions, the latter amount being charged 
directly to operating expenses of the com- 
pany. 

Sickness, accident and death benefits 
and related expenses paid last year by 
LT&T totaled $85,209; the largest year’s 
expense for these classes of benefits the 
company has ever experienced. This 
amount does not include payment for the 
first seven days of sickness, which amounted to $44,998. 

During 1956 there were 12 accidents resulting in one-half 
or more days away from work. In 1955 there were 19 such 
accidents, and from 1 
1948 to 1953 the av- 
erage was 23.6 lost 
time accidents per 
year. The number of ee 
accident cases ap- = 
pears to be on the 
downward trend. 


Death benefits of $14,- 
880 were paid in 1956 to 
eligible beneficiaries of 
four active employees and 
five pensioners. These 
benefits were paid in 12 
monthly installments. 


Total payments made 
under the Plan for the 
year 1956 amounted to 
$441,720, an average of 
$303 for each regular 
employee. Adding to this amount the cost of group insur- 
ance premiums paid by the company, social security pay- 
ments, vacation salaries, holi- 
day pay, rest period costs and 
other benefits and concessions, 
the total expense for our 
“fringe” benefits reaches the 
staggering figure of $1,286,060 
and the average amount per 
employee rises to $883. The 
various benefits are detailed 
below: 


Uy Yy Up; 


Payments Under Benefit Plan 


Reryice PerSlOr PRCer Ose cask doz a eese tehe sonia ceeeddachuuasiscwas¥eccessenen $ 356,511 
Accident Dis: Exp. and. BENCHES 2. ..ccs6icee ck sseesu eaaaees 9,223 
Sickness Disability Benefits .-.......... tL Lepoowetiinde giiteaDapeenarecss Spdscaebotnan 42,468 
Death (Berens. <<. ssc ose vdaieenleselacetactiater anne wneud 14,880 
Disability: PERSIGNS. sscvsnssccepencessraceveennee ss ese ens Sateen tee caetoncis 4.557 
Benefit Payments. to Active’ Emig. ..ccsc.csccces ics bev dencetidicee ee 3 
Benetit Deot. Exe. Gnd: Sols: oii cccsucceevcedidecssnces ssadhincbcied. oatstnsditon 14,078 

$ 441,720 


Benefit Costs Not Under Plan 


Group Insurance Premiums o.2iccexesec0c acces salud hia chastuasbikidetuedeeie > 23,793 
Other Medical EXPens@s: cc. 26. slcnsinseos ccteo ens ea tegeeentcr Ones aaeetysaes 1,180 
Olid Age: Be SURVIVORS: MEIGS cineict Sicucc ce stcaseacisndeccesenmesiaeek cepa caves 99,733 
Unemployment Compensation .............. sapnshinad-eadsacktibsabacs een 17,017 

$ 141,723 


Payments For Time Not Worked 


NV REE LEOIVS  \cacichnlcnspivwrecsacctiosounsnauccabnnbasarwetecctnua! et ee eer ey $ 212,551 
PAICINV SS. “ates td sanls, Guttecedacousueneceneued ex tecish sence cioakivensticen cece "NOR AGP 
Pod: Rest: Periods? sci. cccnosssacnsacts caisy mesteaas hina, WOO MOS 
*Miscellaneous Payments ......... scat uaa es: Sys gusta hlevanceal<auvancant vicki 8,977 
Sickness—First Seven Days ........ ‘esses se Soin oes asa At astRpstanaba vs pels 44,998 

$ 678,479 


* Military Leave; Jury Duty; Death in Family, etc. 


Other Pavments 


Concession Telephone Serv. ..... .. b nbece Mane etad nena neecas ton $ 19,467 
Cafe Deficit, Co-Op Facilities -.... se iiiceivngarectads: oe Satie 4,671 
$ 24,138 

io) (2 | eae : ...$ 1,286,060 


LT&T plant men could not persuade the property owner to let them 
remove this giant cottonwood on the Lincoln-Malcolm lead. Even with 
side arms on the pole as shown fo carry the wires as far away from the 
tree as possible, Toll Combinationman Art King has to trim away interfering 


branches at regular intervals. 


Clearing the 


Be BREE 


The spraying rig shown consists of two steel drums filled with herbicide 
(one drum held in reserve while the other is in use), a small gasoline engine 
driven pump, and spray gun with connecting hose. This rig, which is 
mounted on a light pickup truck, is typical of the equipment used by dis- 
trict crews in extensive spraying of rights-of-way. 


Voice Highway 


LT&T’s Right-Of-Way Clearance Program Marks Another Milestone 


Tree clearance operations on open- 
wire lines formerly was the chief item 
of expense in LT&T’s smaller ex- 
changes, because of the high labor costs 
involved in trimming trees and remov- 
ing brush. It was the practice to clear 
brush from rights-of-way by manual 


cutting with axes. Such cutting, which 
was necessary every few years, stimu- 
lated growth of many new shoots for 
each one cut. After several such oper- 
ations, many rights-of-way became 
virtually impenetrable. Since annual 
shoot growth may often exceed six feet, 
the hand cutting of brush was a slow 
and expensive process. 


To reduce this high cost, two meth- 
ods of mass eradication of interfer- 
ing trees and underbrush were adopted 
some years ago; clearing the right of 


by J. S. Reed 


way with a bulldozer and killing brush 
with chemicals (herbicides). These 
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Art King is demonstrating the use of a hand 
sprayer to apply herbicide to some_ roadside 


sprouts threatening to grow up into the overhead 


wires. 
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practices have completely cleared many 
rights-of-way and are gradually enabling 
us to dispense with the use of alterna- 
tives such as raking or side arming of 
the poles to carry the wires past the 
interfering trees, or obtaining an ease- 
ment to set the poles on a private right- 
of-way free from interfering trees and 
brush, (In some cases abutting prop- 
erty owners will not give the necessary 
permission and these measures must 
then be resorted to.) 


The most economical results were 
obtained when the county or state road 
authority and the property owner 
agreed to pay equal shares of the clear- 
ance cost with the telephone company. 
It was found that the property owner 
would co-operate all the more readily 
when he or his tenant could perform 


the labor of clearing the right-of-way 
in full or partial payment of his share 
of the expense.Many counties have 
road improvement programs that call 
for elimination of hedgerows and other 
growths from the rights-of-way which 
saves LT&T the cost of removing them. 


The spraying procedure in present 
use involves the spraying of the first 
six inches all around the plant stem 
above the ground line, rather than coat- 
ing the entire plant and its foliage with 
the brush-killing chemicals. Because 
only the base of the stem is sprayed, 
this operation can be performed at any 
time of the year, weather permitting, 
and the killing results are just as satis- 
factory as in the case of the full foliage 
spraying employed tentatively at first. 


A coarse-breaking spray is applied to 
avoid the drifting common with high- 
pressure foliage spraying. The herbi- 
cide consists of 2 pounds of 2,4-D and 
2 pounds of 2, 4, 5-T chemicals in one 
gallon of glycol, and mixed with No. 
2 fuel oil at the rate of one gallon of 
the formula to 30 gallons of oil. This 
herbicide has produced an 80 per cent 
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or greater kill of common species o 
woody plants, without affecting grasses 


growing on rights-of-way. 

The equipment for basal spraying 
consists of a small gasoline engine 
driven pump of the centrifugal type 
with a 50-gallon drum, 50 feet of hose, 
and a long-handled spray gun to reach 
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This roadside growth is so dense as to practically conceal the open wire lead. Such heavy growths 
were typical of a large number of rights-of-way several years ago. When the shoots contacted the 
line wires, they caused a variety of troubles, such as line noise, crosses, and shorts, resulting in poor 
service to rural subscribers. This picture was taken of a country road in one of LT&T’s exchanges 


a few years ago. 


the plant base without the operator hav- 
ing to stoop over, This low cost equip- 
ment can be placed on a standard pole 
trailer or in a regular truck body for use 
as needed and then stored away when 
not required, thus enabling the efficient 
use of our automotive equipment. Each 
of LT&T’s four districts has been as- 
signed spraying equipment of this kind, 
and a small crew of two men in each 
district is employed to handle this work. 
Eastern District has just started the new 
arrangement and the other districts will 


soon follow suit. 


Since some resprouting was encoun- 
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A contractor is shown ‘‘dozing” out a thick hedgerow in a right-of-way clearing operation. 
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tered, the rights-of-way were again cov- 
ered the next year, and any plants 
found resprouting were sprayed, using 
the same method as the first time. After 
this, no further spraying has been done 
except as necessary to kill sprouts from 
dormant seeds. This occasional eradica- 
tion work is now being handled by com- 
binationmen, who are provided with 
hand-operated sprayers. These sprayers 
are mounted in racks carried on com- 


binationmen’s trucks. 


This procedure has substantially re- 
duced line clearance cost within re- 
cent years and it is expected that as 
more rights-of-way are cleared, the costs 
will be further brought to an irreducible 
minimum resulting from the refusal of 
some farm owners to permit the re- 
moval of brush growth from rights-of- 
way abutting their properties. 

In brush eradication and tree trim- 
ming work, it is very important that all 
required permits be obtained before this 
work is started. In addition to obtain- 
ing permission from owners of prop 
erties abutting the highway, a permit 
is required from the Department ot 


Roads and Irrigation where the ris 
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of-way is along a federal or state high’ 


way. 


Bowling—Continued 


The Lincoln ladies enjoyed a steak dinner at their party on May 22. The Tecumseh team, as they appeared in the company tournament at 
At this table, from left, are: Marlene Kuhl, Berthamae Ward, Norma Somer- Lincoln. From left: Norma Lee Hahn, Henrietta Goracke, Mary Inez Meister, 
heiser, Rexine Bretta, Jean Baker and Esther Baker. Juanita Waring and Cecile Morehead. 


oF anes Bee ae 5 tee Ses detente eee bez Das 

The Commercial team, champs of the Lincoln league, were winning at 
better than a 700 percentage clip through most of the season. They fin- 
ished with an exact two-for-one (.667%) average. From left: Jack Caldwell, 
Loran Powell, George Walroth, Ken Lawson, Waldo McDowell, Joe Hartley 
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front row: Marian Wait, vice president; Marlene Kuhl, secretary; Jean Baker, 
sergeant-at-arms. Back row: Jean Groves, president; Flossie Price, treasurer. 


and Jerry Salber. 


This is the league in which the telephone ladies roll. 


The Bowling Fever Runs Wigh 


Speaking of bowling—and who isn’t? 
—it can be said that never was en- 
thusiasm so high, nor was there a time 
when more people of LT&T indulged in 
the sport—or wanted to—as during the 
1956-57 season. In Lincoln, especially, 
the company men’s league was over- 
crowded with regular members, seven 
or eight to a team; and a list of sub- 
stitutes that reached from here to there. 
The sad part of being a substitute this 
year was that scarcely one was invited 
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The Scatter Pins, champions of the ladies’ 
Lincoln league. Left to right: Norma Somerheiser, 
Pat Eichberger, Mimi Vestacka. The race in this 
league went down to the final night before a 
champion emerged. 


to bowl, what with the regulars being 
all that the name implies. 


The Lincoln men’s league ended May 
15, with team honors going to Commer- 
cial with 70 games won and 35 lost. 
Norman Duer topped the list in in- 
dividual averages with 166. High series 
of 601 and high game of 257 were rolled 
by Jack Geist. Team high series of 
2,541 was reached by the hot Construc- 
tion aggregation. Commercial fired the 
high game of 921. 


The annual bowlers’ dinner was held 
Wednesday, May 22, at the Emerald 
club rooms of the Lincoln Hotel. Jack 
Caldwell, retiring president, conducted 
the business meeting at the conclusion 
of the smorgasbord dinner. The results 
of the balloting, announced by Mr. 
Caldwell, elected as officers for the 
coming season, Joe Hartley, president; 
Norman Duer, vice president; and Carl 
Ahl, reelected for the umpteenth term 
as secretary-treasurer. 


The Lincoln ladies’ league featured 
a seasonal surge by Norma Somerheiser, 
Accounting, and she pretty well con- 
trolled the statistics for high marks and 
averages. She led the league with a 
148 average for 102 games; had top 
series of 557; a high game of 212 and 
was a member of the Scatter Pins, 
league leading team, with 6414 games 
won to 4314 lost. The annual league 
dinner was an event of May 22 at The 
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Steak House. The meeting, conducted 
by Norma, who also is president, pro- 
duced a new set of officers, who are 
pictured on this page. 


The final standings of teams about 
the territory found the Hastings five, 
with Marvin Pilfold, captain, tied for 
third place in their league. Stromsburg, 
captained by Ralph Wait, landed in 
seventh place. Nebraska City, led by 
Ivan Livingston, captain, fared worse, 
ending in the eighth spot. The Te- 
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Norman (Buck) Duer, newly elected vice presi- 
dent of the Lincoln men’s league, was high in 
individual standings for the season. Buck also 
gathered in several honors in the recent company- 
wide bowling tournament. 


Mathilda Alpers Retires 


Without the risk of contradiction it 
is safe to say that Fairbury subscribers 


will miss the cheery 
‘Number, please,” 
and the swift, accu- 
rate service that has 
characterized the 
work of Mathilda 
Alpers at that ex- 
change for more 
than a decade. Miss 
Alpers put aside her 
headset on May 30 
for the last time, to 
enter into the ranks of retired em- 
ployees. 

Behind her lies a service record of 
nearly 34 years, all devoted to the 
switchboards of two exchanges. She 
learned her trade at Clatonia, where 


Mathilda Alpers 


cumseh girls, under Captain Henri 
Goracke, won 48 and lost 39 for a re- 
spectable showing. Beatrice men, with 
Harlan Gillespie, captain, could hardly 
win for losing, and brought up the rear 
in their league. The men’s team at York 
was captained by J. H. Buck and the 
girls’ quintet by Imelda Willms. The 
York teams did not submit a final re- 
port. 

The fever pitch reached in bowling 
enthusiasm during the past season has 
exerted quite a pressure on league offi- 
cers at Lincoln to seek means of ex- 
panding the number of teams and al- 
leys so that all may indulge in the sport 
who wish to do so. Next season, unless 


At left: Norma Somerheiser exhibits perfect 
bowling form as she speeds her destructive hook- 
ball down the alley. She collected most of the 
bowling honors for her league. 


she first sat as relief operator in Jan- 
uary 1920, and after several terms ot 
intermittent employment she was en- 
gaged as chief operator for the exchange 
in August 1923. Thus began a period 
of personal service to the telephone 
family of her home town that lasted 
nearly a quarter of a century. In July 
1946 Miss Alpers transferred to the 
Fairbury exchange where she completed 
her span of credited service totaling 
nearly 34 years. 

Mathilda was a guest of honor at a 
going-away party given by the em- 
ployees of Fairbury. After a pot-luck 
supper she was presented with a travel 
kit as a gift of those present, But Miss 
Alpers is not going far; at least for the 
present. She intends to return to Cla- 
tonia to reestablish her home. She is 
a charter member of the Frank H. 
Woods Pioneer chapter. 
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present hopes and plans go awry, the 
league will be composed of 16 teams, 
with eight of them bowling on Wed- 
nesday nights and the remainder on 
Thursdays through the 35-week season. 
Bowling will begin at 6:45 on both 
evenings. 


Reservation slips for next season’s 
membership were sent by the personnel 
department to Lincoln bowlers and pros- 
pects. The returns were amazing. Al- 
ready Walter Roberts reports that 94 
bowlers have signed up as regulars, and 
others have called to say their entry 
slips are on the way. This means that 
the 16 proposed teams are assured of six 
members each. The list will be checked 
again in the fall, when captains will be 
appointed and the teams divided into 
their respective leagues. 


New Secretary-Treasurer of 
N. 1. A. 


J. Earl Nelson of Webster City, lowa 
became secretary-treasurer of the Ne- 
braska T ele phone 
Association on June 
|, Hé-sutcececds 
F. M. Strasser, who 
has been serving in 
an acting capacity 
for the past several 
months. 
| ) Mr. Nelson was 
A “associated with the 
: Northwestern Bell 
Company from 1930 
to 1951. Later he became a contractor 
in line clearance of trees for telephone 
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J. Earl Nelson 


and power companies. In recent years 
he has been engaged in engineering and 
appraisal work. 


Miss Beatrice 

Beatrice Traffic has been fairly bursting with pride 
since the night of May 13, when one of their number was 
selected as winner of the Jaycee sponsored beauty pageant 
and thus became “Miss Beatrice” for 1957. 

The young lady is Mila Lou Jackson, a pert, soft-spoken 
brunette who became a telephone operator last February. 
Eighteen-year-old Mila is almost a native Beatrician, hav- 
ing been a resident of the city since the age of six months. 
She lives with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. L. R. Jackson, and 


is a 1956 graduate of Beatrice High, where she belonged 
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Photo—Crete News 


Les Burch ponders the problems of sudden wealth as he poses with his 
daughter, Cynthia, and the aold pieces. Some helpful friends have pointed 
out that all golden treasure is supposed to be buried at Fort Knox, and 
there’s a law against the possession of such money by citizens. However, 
most of them would gladly trade places with the finder—problems and all. 


Captain Kidd never traveled inland to Nebraska, but 
someone took heed of his example and, in the best piratical 
tradition, stowed away a golden treasure in a secret hiding 
place; probably in the dark of the moon. That was long, 
long ago. 


L. D. Burch, of Crete Plant, did not find an ancient 
map to begin his search for the hidden gold. In fact, he 
knew nothing of it. Destiny guided his steps to an auction 
sale of an old barn in the vicinity of Pleasant Hill, a ghost 
town in Saline County. Les needed lumber to build a garage 
and ventured a bid of $35 for the aged structure. The build- 
ing was sold to him under the auctioneer’s hammer and Les 
began razing it, preparatory to hauling the salvaged lumber 
to Crete. The barn was older and sturdier than Les had 
thought. Much of the lumber had been hewn by hand. 
No one in the vicinity recalls when it was erected. 


Fis wrecking bar struck an object beneath the flooring 
of the hayloft and Les sent a questing hand under the board 
to bring out an old baking powder can. A mysterious clank- 
ing sound came from the interior. He upended it and gazed 
with goggle-eyed fascination as a shower of gold pieces 
tumbled from the container. | 


There were seven coins in all; four $20 double-eagles 
and three of ten dollars, dating from 1881 to 1900. They 
seemed as bright and shiny as the day they were minted. 


Mr. Burch has been advised that, since he bought the 
barn at auction and the original ownership of the coins is 
not established, the money is rightfully his. So far he 
has rejected an offer of twice the face value of the coins. 
A catalogue lists one of the $10 pieces at $45, he says. Just 
what he will do with them he doesn’t know. He has no desire 
to become a numismatist—a coin collector—and the garage 
still has to be built and paid for. Mr. Burch is married and 
has two daughters. He has been with LT&’T for the past 
eight years. 


On the evening of May 21, LT&T acted as host to members and wives 
of the Nebraska Unicameral Legislature at a dinner and tour of the new 
equipment building at 15th & M. A goodly number took time off from 
their busy schedule to accept the invitation. Our interest is high in legisla- 
tive activities, and it goes without saying that we want its members to 
know about our business—its progress and problems. In the picture Roy 
Brendle, acting as guide, explains the dial switching demonstration unit 
to one of the grouns who toured the building. The evening was concluded 
by a showing of the motion picture, “Our Mr. Sun.” 


Directory Men Talk It Over 


pt 


At intervals of about once a vear the members of the directory sales 
staff meet with members of LT&T who are directly concerned with the 
probigms and mechanics of directory publication. It is quite a profitable 
gathering, for in the all-day session the entire field of directory science is 
covered and subjects of mutual interest are thoroughly aired and digested. 
Cne such meeting was held at Lincoln on May 27. Those present at the 
noonday meal were, clockwise from left: Dean Nelson, I. J. Devoe, K. L. 
Lawson, H. E. Velte, M. M. Hale, A. B. Waters, F. D. Hamilton, C. B. 
Holloway, G. E. Walroth, Jim Martinez, Einer Fuglemsmo, E. E. Schleuger, 
Niles Towle and W. D. Quinn, 


Archives 
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Forty-five years have passed by since there have been local telephone 
operators in Lincoln, and we were fortunate to come upon this picture of 
four “‘Bell’’ girls picnicking on a balmy summer day in 1911. They were 
among the last of successive generations of ‘‘Hello-girls’’ to serve as op- 
erators while the manual exchange was in existence from 1880 to 1913. 
Left to right: Bertha Morley (now Mrs. Charles B. Meshier), Nellie Mapes, 
Nellie Hartley and Irene Disher. 
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Photo—M. Pilfold 


A Quick Pull-And It's All Over 


Sterling Nelson, area manager, York, found 
that pulling the heat coils at the old office at 
McCool was little different from pulling juvenile 
teeth, an art which he has perfected through 
long years of experience. So he performed his 
part of the exchange cutover to a larger unit 
of dial equipment with neither strain nor pain. 


A new CDO building was erected in McCool 
in which was installed the equipment recently 
removed from Clay Center. The installation dou- 
bles the capacity of the exchange from 100 to 
200 lines. The work was done mainly by Western 
district forces, with especial commendation to 
the skillful pliers of Bernard Macholan of Hast- 
ings. 

The original exchange at McCool was con- 
structed by the York County Telephone Com- 
pany which was organized in 1903 by J. M. and 
W. E. Bell. The properties were purchased by 
LT&T in 1912 and in 1934 the Lushton exchange 
was combined with that of McCool. The con- 


version from manual operation to dial took piace 
in August 1946, 
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New Employees 


Accounting 
Jack L. Powell (P.T.)........ Prtg. Mach. Opr... 5-13 

: Commercial 
LNG GATE: eeise cytes ocdecuced Clerk, Beatrice ...... 5-15 
Orel (Gte: eo ce Clerk, Superior ..... 4-15 
Imogene Paulsen* .......... Clerk, Lincoln .......- 5- 7 

Engineering 
Dally “GIBSON: sc2cctseccnc ccs. SHENG” chonclWaileacees . 5-13 

Plant 
LaVerne D. Anderson ....Grdm., Lincoln .......- 5-20 
M. K. Gregg .............02..... Grdm., Lincoln .... 3-26 
M. A. Kohlhof* ............Janitor, Lincoln ....---- o- 8 
V.D. Kreifels ................ Grdmn., Lincoln ....... 5-15 
Donald R. Leber __.........Grdmn., Beatrice ..... 5-20 
Rayetta Moody ......... Svc. Opr., Lincoin ...... 4-22 
P.F. Singleton cccccsccce. Grdmn., Lincoln ...... _ 4-22 
Ais. Rie STORY wa scsecsncs: Radioman, Lincoln .:...... 4-29 
Fy Pe. BtOUl: sn oie Grdmn., Beatrice ...... 4-29 
Claramene Vestecka..Svc. Opr., Lincoln -....... 4-22 
Dareld E. Weber .......... Grdmn., Tecumseh .. 5-20 
Traffic 

Evelyn Agena .................... Opr., Lincoln ........ 5-20 
Leona Armstrong ...... ec Diay LINCO wtecns 5-20 
Shirley Baartman ._ ........ Opr., Lincoln ........ 4-29 
Janice Blevins .......00........... Opr., David City .. 4-15 
Marjorie Buck ....ccc...s2<c0.-22 Opr., Lincoln .....-... 5-20 
Shelby Fortenberry ............ Opr., Lincoln ........ 4-29 
CUGiE GONROMN: xcccss0ic sci Ors, LINCOM «...-- 4-29 
Shirley Jones .......... stseeonOpr., David City ... 5-20 
Ilene Kassebaum .............Opr., Lincoln ........ 4-22 
Mary Kempkes ..................O0pr., Lincoln ........ 5-20 
Bette Klaasmeyer _..... ....Opr., Auburn ...... 5-13 
Geraldine Meyer ...............Opr., Auburn ...... 5-20 
Shirley Pankoke ....... ....Opr., Seward . . 4-15 
Sharon Phillips .. opr, LINCO: 5-20 
Mary Stuart ........ :..«Opr., Lincoln. . 4-29 
Marlene Svoboda Opr., Wahoo . . 5- 3 
Charlene White ........... ..Opr., Lincoln . 5-20 
Shirley Wilson ..... sscauaeoes Opr., Lincoln ........ 5-20 


* Re-employed. 


to the girls’ glee club, choir, Homesteader club and speech 


dramatics organization. Prior to her entry in the contest 


Miss Jackson had made several appearances for readings and 
recitations before local groups. 


Requirements for the contestants included judging in 


speech, personality, beauty, talent, carriage and posture. 


The ladies appeared in formals, street frocks and bathing 


suits during the course of the contest, Each was required 


to give a talent demonstration from the stage and Miss 


Jackson spoke on the subject of a contestant’s thoughts while 
appearing before the judges in a beauty contest. The Be- 


atrice Sun reports that her presentation was “without a flaw 


in speech and proved humorous to those attending.” 


As Miss Beatrice, Mila Lou automatically became a 


contestant for the title of Miss Nebraska in the contest held 
at the new Lincoln auditorium on June 1. 


Mila Jackson 
Photo—Beatrice Sun 
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Miraculous Survi 


Last month’s News told the tale of the Milford 
tornado, and how the home of Ralph Schweitzer, 
Lincoln switchroom, had escaped destruction, even 
though the houses close by had been blown to 
bits. Mr. and Mrs. Schweitzer had been in Lincoln 
that evening, leaving their three children with 
a baby sitter. As the storm approached the 
young lady had gathered the children around her 
and huddled behind a refrigerator in the kitchen. 
A huge board was blown through a window, pin- 
ning the mattress of the baby’s crib into an 
adjacent wall. 

The next morning Mr. Schweitzer took some 
pictures of the damage before he went about 
the monumental task of cleaning up the house 
and vard. He was kind enough to furnish copies 
for the News. The upper photograph shows the 
house, with only minor damage apparent, but 
with the yard strewn with wreckage from his and 
surrounding properties. The picture at right shows 
the board —oapparently a girder from some 
wrecked building, which was hurled like a javelin 
through the bedding of the baby’s crib. 


af M lo 


are te Y a aaa 


Lincoln Telephone News 
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1957 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 

J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Photo—Ashland Gazette 

Taking down the last connection on the Ash- 
iand manuai board is Marian Barnes. Lura Black- 
man, chief operator, watches the historical action. 


Ode To Ashland Traffic 


The Ashland telephone girls, on their 
last day on the job, felt quite honored to 
be subjects of a poem composed by For- 
rest L. Raikes, a farm implement dealer 
of the town. The following poem was 
enclosed with a box of candy he sent 
as a “going-away”™ present: 


It’s posing quite a problem, 
Of things we want to say 

To girls who’ve been so kind to us 
And now they’re going away. 


We'll miss that cheery voice 
That answers’’ Number, please,’’ 
And with a pleasant “Thank you,” 
Your call is made with ease. 


They've done so many things for us 
That we’d like to mention. 

They tell the time, they call the cop 
And firemen to attention. 


They serve us while we’re sleeping 
As well as through the days 
And look up many numbers 
And help in other ways. 


The time is drawing nearer 
When we must say Adieu 

To faithful girls who served us 
And always said “Thank you.” 


And now we'll bring this to a close, 
As we know you girls must go. 
We will not say “good bye’’ to you; 

Instead we'll say “hello’’—girls. 


Forrest L. Raikes 


Polio Shots Postponed 


The third and final inoculation in the series of 
polio shots for LT&T employees was originally 
scheduled for June, but has been postponed until 
fall because the serum is Presently unobtainable. 
Dr. Finney assures us there is no cause for alarm. 
Employees with their two shots are 8714% im- 
mune, and the seven months’ Period between the 
second and third inoculation is the minimum and 
not the maximum time that should be allowed. 
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Our Cover 


School’s out—and with report cards 
in hand, the three Bouse children turn 
toward the summer sun. It’s a nostalgic 
picture, repeated annually on this great 
occasion by successive waves of young- 
sters from time immemorial. 


This is the Bennet public school: 
house. Jane, who is six, pauses at the 
door to say goodbye to the teacher, 
Lovina Vedder; but Tom, eight—and 
David, eleven—even at this moment 
are on their way to the unfettered 
pleasure to be found in the great out- 
doors. 

Though Mrs. Vedder dare not show 
it, she may be as happy at the turn of 
events as are the children; for the school 
term is long and trying and hers is per- 
haps the most important job in all the 
land. Our schools are the bulwark of 
Americanism, the hope of the future 
and the very core of progress. 


Every major advance in our civiliza- 
tion has come from minds equipped by 
education to create great ideas and put 
them into action. In elementary schools 
our young folk gain intellectual disci- 
pline that bears useful thinking. 


The present problems of our schools, 
colleges and universities are of vital 
concern to every American. These in- 
stitutions are doing their utmost to raise 
their teaching standards, to meet the 
steadily rising pressure of enrollment 
and provide the healthy educational 
climate in which great ideas may be 
born and flourish. They need the help 
of all who love freedom; all who hope 
for continued progress in science, in 
statesmanship, in the better things of 


life. And they need it NOW! 


David, Tommy and Jane are the chil- 
dren of Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Bouse, 
who reside in Bennet, from where 
Charles commutes daily to his job in the 
motor vehicle section of the supply de- 
partment at Lincoln. 
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Pioneers Live It Up 


These Pioneers are gregarious fellows 
and tend to flock together whenever 
occasion affords a reasonable oppor- 
tunity. So there is nothing unusual in 
hearing that another Pioneer fishing 
stag is in the offing. They come along 
two or three times a year, on an aver- 
age. 


When the bulletins were published 
announcing the spring fishing party to 
be held May 25 at the customary haunt 
on the banks of Lincoln Creek, near 
Seward, the old guard began making 
plans to clear that day from all other 
items of business or other obstruction. 
Some made a show of polishing up the 
rod and reel, mostly for the benefit of 
Friend Wife, for it has been many a 
moon since any serious fishing was 
done at one of these affairs, Waldo 
McDowell, who swore he was going 
early to entice some catfish steaks to 
his waiting lure, conveniently forgot 
his bait. No one else remembered to 
bring any items of piscatorial parapher- 
nalia. 


The main attraction, long known to 
be the way to a man’s heart, is the de- 
licious grilled steaks for which the fish- 
ing stag is noted. Those served at this 
party were surely the best ever—done 
to a savored turn by Ed Imig, the chef 
supreme of Hughes Brothers. The din- 
ner was served in two sittings, for there 
were not facilities to accommodate the 
half-hundred hungry Pioneers who 
surged forward at the sound of the bell. 
Other than this exercise, nothing more 
strenuous than card games and pow- 
wows occupied the energies of the men 
for the balance of the day. What with 
the gentle touch of age creeping upon 
them, that’s the way they want it. 
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Aside from the monumental labors 
performed by Tyler Ryan, chairman of 
the social committee, a great deal of 
credit for the success of the gathering 
must descend on the cooks. dishwashers 
and cleaner-uppers: Ivan Paddack. Bob 
Gray, Lee Schlentz, Carl Ahl and 
Waldo McDowell. 


Hilda Ramsey Says Adieu 


The month of May contained two im- 
portant dates for Hilda B. Ramsey, of 
Tecumseh Traffic. 
On the second day 
of the month she 
finished the accu- 
mulation of 20 years 
of credited service 
with LT&T. On 
the eleventh day, at 
her request, she re- 
tired from active 
employment under 
the provisions of 
the pension plan. However, Mrs, Ram- 
sey will not be far away from her usual 
post, for she plans to remain at her 
home at Tecumseh, where her services 
will be directed toward housekeeping 
and the care of her invalid mother. 

It has taken a long while to gather 
the necessary years for retirement 
eligibility, for Mrs. Ramsey has been 
a regular employee at Tecumseh on four 
different occasions. As Miss Bartels she 
worked during most of the year 1920, 
leaving on New Year’s Eve, to reappear 
on the service records in July 1921 as 
Mrs. Ramsey. This time she worked 
nearly six years, resigning in February 
1927. She returned for a brief period 
during the summer of 1943, and that 
fall she again joined the department, to 
remain in continuous employment until 
her retirement date. 
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Hilda B. Ramsey 


The Problem of Leisure 


Somewhere we read that a working 
person has, in the normal course of 
events, more than 2,000 hours each 
year to pursue his personal tastes in 
the realm of recreation and extracur- 
ricular activities. Ordinarily this keeps 
a person pretty busy, and there are few 
waking moments that are not assigned 
or spoken for. 

But when an employee retires from 
active employment with LT&T, or else- 
where, he finds himself suddenly con- 
fronted with perhaps twice that num- 
ber of hours in which to do as he likes. 
To the tired telephone man that sounds 
pretty wonderful—and it is, But to the 
newly retired man or woman it can 
present a major problem of readjust- 
ment. 

We read in the Northwestern Bell 
magazine of an example taken from the 
world of sports which applies to the 
sudden increase in one’s own time that 


comes with retirement — it is the 
“change of pace” pitch in baseball. And 
the batter who stands at the plate pre- 
pared for the change of pace delivery 
is much more likely to get a hit. 

So it is with the added leisure of 
retirement. The better one is prepared 
for it, the better chance one has of 
enjoying the new way of life. The prob- 
lem should be given the same thought- 
ful advance preparation that our young 
people give to their business careers. 

Some are more fortunate than others. 
If one likes to travel, has a burning 
interest or hobby, or is naturally active 
in civic, fraternal or religious organiza- 
tions, the shock of excess leisure may 
be lessened by stepping up one’s ac- 
tivity in these fields. There are others 
who find plenty to do about their home; 
perhaps a modernization project that 
has been purposely put aside until the 
time of retirement. Home workshops 
also prove a boon to some who are de- 
votees of the “do-it-yourself” cult. 

Both the company and the pioneer 
chapter have been aware of the prob- 
lem of excess leisure for many years 
and stand ready to encourage and aid 
employees in their individual efforts 
toward a solution, For though the 
disease is the same, the treatment is 
different in each instance. As a general 
rule, after the first few months of re- 
tirement, the employee gets into the 
swing of the new role of living and the 
enjoyment of it increases with each 
rising sun. 

Of the 172 LT&T folk currently on 
the retirement rolls, 65 are residents of 
Lincoln and 73 live in other Nebraska 
towns. 19 have migrated to California 
while the remaining 15 are to be found 
in nine other states, mostly to the west 
of us. 


~ Photo—M. L. Pilfold 


Working on the Ohiowa dial conversion was 
this construction department crew, who head- 
quarter at Hebron. From left: Norman Mosier, 
John Summers, foreman, Les Cox and Rex Mont- 
gomery. 


~96f 11 fe 


Wahoo Building Rises — 
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Photo—Don Christle 

Walls of the new central office building rise 
in the foreground. The present exchange build- 
ing shows at right. 


It’s increasingly difficult to keep pace with 
our building program, and the latest pictures 
are sadly outdated by publication time. Such 
is the case at Wahoo, where the walls have 
reached ceiling level and workmen are nearly 
ready to proceed with installation of the roof. 
That will be quite a story, for the roof will 
be pre-cast in Lincoln and hauled to zrahoc 
in 6x42 foot sections. It’s an ee i 
building design, and we'll tell about it in 


future issues. 
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Photo—Ray Boling 


The subterranean work is progressing, too. This 
picture shows the conduit entrance into the new 
building while still in the process of construction. 


What Price Accidents! 


The average person has no conception of what 
accidents cost. 

According to the Institute for Safer Living, the 
total of all accidents in the United States last 
year was 10 billion 800 million dollars. 

This figure is equal to the net income of the 
135 largest railroads, utilities and corporations in 
the country. 

It exceeds the total expenditure of the U. S. 
Navy for 1955. 

It would have clothed every man, woman and 
child tn the nation in 1956. 

It would have built 1,000,000 new single family 
homes, figuring the average cost at $10,600. 

It would build 300,000 Class A new schoolrooms 
which would provide facilities for an additional 
nine million youngsters. 

It is enough to provide all three shots of Salk 
vaccine for every person in the world. 

It is equal to the total number of dollars in 
social security benefits paid in 1953, 1954, and 
1955: 

It represents sufficient funds to construct 2,000 
new 300-bed hospitals. 


E. H. Wellman 
Hebron 
40 Years 


R. L. Clinton 


OPI 


Vv. M. Simpson 


Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln 


35 Years 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


A6 Years C. B. Meshier, Lincoln. 

41 Years George Keith, Lincoln. 

AO Years E. H. Wellman, Hebron. 

38 Years Regina Bethscheider, Hebron. 

35 Years Georgia Smith, Lincoln. 

35 Years R. L. Clinton, Lincoln. 

34 Years Roy Carlson, Lincoln. 

32 Years M. M. Hale, L. V. Shirey, Lincoln. 


30 Years 


30 Years 


13 Years Rosetta Habben, Hastings; D. M. 
Hobson, Shirley Snyder, Lincoln; Mary Ross, 
Nebraska City. 


12 Years R. E. Chamberlain, Velda Smith, 


Lincoln. 
10 Years June Carman, Beatrice: R. H. Cul- 


ver, Superior; W. K. Eltiste, Nebraska City; 
David Guthrie, Lincoln; Aurilla Patterson, 
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C. A. Hansen 

Lincoln 

15 Years 


June Carman 
Beatrice coln. 
10 Years 


Wanek, Lincoln. 


Roth, Lincoln. 
D. Quinn, Lincoln. 


Lincoln. 


W. K. Eltiste 
Nebraska City 


10 Years 
ard, 


30 Years I. J. Devoe, V. M. Simpson, Lin- 


29 Years C. H. Bottorff, Lincoln; Elizabeth 
Johnson, Crete; Dewey Olsen, Wahoo. 


28 Years E. A. Ernst, 
Haith, Humboldt; J. D. Litzenberg, Bedric 


26 Years Melba Richards, Lincoln. 

23 Years Marie Vidlock, Lincoln. 

22 Years E. E. Johnson, Lincoln. 

21 Years Beatrice Rohrer, Hastings; Louise 


16 Years Alyce Sharpnack, Plattsmouth; W. 


othy Grafton, Lincoln; 
schlager, Davenport; Helen Norwood, Sew- 


Gresham. 


9 Years Chester Byard, Syracuse; Ivan 
Doran, J]. W. Hartz, Arthur Sharp, James 
Tice, Lincoln; Doris Peterson, Auburn. 


8 Years Marcelene Behrends, Auburn; R. 
G. Cardwell, D. J. Christle, N. M. Turner, 


Lincoln; Pauline Coe, Douglas. 


Plattsmouth:; Ivan 


York. 


15 Years Charles Hansen, Barbara Miller, 
5 Years Lola Boughtin, Marilyn Vonder- 


{4 Years Ella Ferguson, David City; Dor- haar, Beatrice: Richard McCall, Arlene 


Thomas, Lincoln; Bertha Pingel, Fairbury; 
Kathryn Rust, Superior; Dale Weber, Tecum- 


Margaret Lauten- 


seh. 


7 Years Arleen Holloway, Fairbury; Alice 
Lind, York; Loretta MclIInay, Crete. 


6 Years W. D. Anderson, Hastings; Bob 
Barnett, J. B. Howat, K. L. Myhre, Lincoln; 
Lambert Eitel, Beatrice; Kathleen Sughrue, 


Aurilla Patterson 
Gresham 
10 Years 


R, H. Culver 
Superior 
10 Years 


Happiness Ahead 


Sally Jo Axtell, Geneva Traffic, became 
the bride of Maurice Nittler on May 10 at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church in Geneva. 

Walter Clymer and Blanche Sughrue were 
united in marriage on June 1 at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in York. Walt is a member 
of L. T. Piper's crew headquartered at York. 

Helen Cudly, Crete Traffic, became the 
bride of Fred Ahlschwede on May 5 in an 
afternoon ceremony at the Crete Methodist 
Church. 

Delores Dovel, Accounting, became the 
wife of Melvin Ell in a June 1 ceremony at 
St. James Methodist Church in Lincoln. 

The marriage of Paul Ehlers and Shirley 
Luethke took place May 25 at Marysville Lu- 
theran Church near Staplehurst. Paul is em- 
ployed in the construction department. 

Roy Ferguson, custodial department, and 
Mrs. Francis Broadstone of Lincoln were 


married May 18 in the First Plymouth Con- 
gregational Church at Omaha. 


On May 26, Marion Franz, Geneva Traffic, 
became the bride of Richard Nunn in a cere- 
mony performed at the Methodist Church in 
Geneva. 

Larry Goodrich of Engineering was united 
in marriage to Patricia McCormick of Ma- 
drid at the Madrid Methodist Church on 
June 1. 

On May 2, Virginia Kahler became the 
bride of Norman Farrell of Lincoln. The 
ceremony was performed in the York Meth- 


odist Church. Virginia is employed in York 
Traffic. 


Donna Kalina of Lincoln Traffic became 
the bride of Eugene Tegtmeier in a cere- 
mony performed in the chapel of St. Paul 
Methodist Church on June 2. They chose 
the Black Hills for a week’s honeymoon trip. 

Marlene Kennel, Crete Traffic, and Mervin 
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Kaeding were married May 19 at the Congre- 
gational Church in Exeter. 

William Leitgeb, Engineering, was married 
to Marvelle Clark on May 19 at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Wahoo. 

The marriage of Joan Lund, Wahoo Traf- 
fic, and Robert Stava was solemnized at St. 
Wenceslaus Church in Wahoo on May 18. 

Margaret Malecha, Beatrice Traffic, became 
the bride of Jack Robbins on May 10 in a 
ceremony performed at Fairbury. 

The marriage of Stella Sowers and Art 
Hans of Garland took place May 11 at 
Papillion. Stella is employed in Lincoln Com- 
mercial. 

Karen Speckmann, Wahoo Commercial, 
became the bride of Adrian Sabatka on May 
11 at the St. Wenceslaus Church in Wahoo. 

On May 16, Imelda Willms, York Traffic, 
became the bride of Robert McCoy. The 
ceremony was solemnized at the Catholic 


Church in York. 


Death Comes To Bert R. 
Overcash 


After clinging precariously to life for 
several weeks following a sudden and 
severe illness that left him paralyzed 
and speechless, Bert 
R. Overcash quietly 
passed away in the 
early hours of Sun- 
day, May 19. He 
was 72 years of age. 

Hisdeclining 
health became a 
matter of concern 
last fall when he 
was obliged to lay 
aside the duties of 
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B. R. Overcash 
his office as president of the Retired 
Employees Club, an organization which 
perhaps owes its very existence to the 
energy and leadership devoted to its 
cause by Mr. Overcash during the past 
three years. 


There are none to deny that Bert 
was a telephone man of the first water. 
All the years of his active employment 
were spent in the industry and at some 
time or other he had performed nearly 
every phase of plant and commercial 
work. He was employed in 1903 at 
Dorchester by the Nebraska Bell as ex- 
change attendant and manager and in 
1910 moved to Crete in the same ca- 
pacity. With the purchase of the Bell 
properties by LT&T in 1912 he came 
into our organization, spending some 
years in commercial work at Dorchester 
and Beatrice before being assigned to 
Beaver Crossing as manager. 


He went to Seward as wire chief in 
April 1918 and soon added the duties 
of manager to that position. He came 
to Lincoln in 1920 where he served the 
plant department as combinationman, 
testman and record clerk, He joined 
the commercial force as district sales- 
man in 1933 and two years later trans- 
ferred to Lincoln Commercial where he 
rose from salesman to service engineer. 
In the latter position Mr. Overcash was 
assigned to the service problems of 
rural subscribers and established a wide 
acquaintanceship among the farmers of 
the exchange area. He retired June 1, 
1950 with a service record approaching 
47 years. 

He was a member of the Christian 
Church and Masonic Lodge, a life mem- 
ber of the Independent Telephone Pio- 
neer Association and a charter mem- 


ber of the Frank H. Woods pioneer 
chapter. 

Mrs. Overcash suffered a double 
tragedy in the deaths of her husband 
and brother on the same day. She and 
Bert had observed their golden wedding 
anniversary in January 1956. Also sur- 
viving in the immediate family are 
three sons: Bert L., Orin and Ray. 
There are four grandchildren, all boys. 
Bert L. is a member of the firm of 
Woods, Aitken and Aitken, attorneys 
for the company. Both he and Ray were 
employed by LT&T during their school 
years. 


You're Invited 


By the time the News is published 
the Beatrice cutover will have come to 
pass; for we are sure nothing will go 
amiss to delay the Big Switch, scheduled 
for Sunday, June 16, at one a.m. 

Employees will have the first oppor- 
tunity for a glimpse into the future of 
telephony, for the new Beatrice ex- 
change is as up-to-date as tomorrow's 
sunrise. The doors will be thrown wide 
in an Open House for employees and 
their families on Friday, June 28, from 
seven to ten p.m. All LT&T-folk are 
invited. 


Ground Breaking at Dav 


Temba Dues Increased 


By an overwhelming majority, the 
membership of the Telephone Em- 
ployees Mutual Benefit Association 
voted an increase in dues in order to 
sustain the benefit schedule at its pres- 
ent level. 

The action was found necessary be- 
cause of an operating deficit experi 
enced during the past 18 months. Dur- 
ing 1956 a loss of $6,788 was recorded, 
while the deficit for 1957 already stands 
at $6,942. The deficit arises from the 
growing number of claims paid to pri 
mary members and dependent children. 
No administrative expense has been 
charged to the Association. It was 
pointed out by President H. W. Spahnle 
that the reserve fund of $20,000 was in 
danger of depletion unless a remedy 
was forthcoming immediately. 

The change in bylaws was author- 
ized by a vote of 606 to 61. Future de- 
ductions for dues will be made on the 
basis of $2.50 for primary members; 
$4.75 for a member with dependent 
wife; $6.25 for a member with both de- 
pendent wife and children; and $4.00 
for a member with dependent children. 
The schedule of benefits will remain 
unchanged. 
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The construction of David City’s new telephone building is under way, with the first order of 
business being the ground breaking ceremonies held May 20. The first shovelfuls of earth were 
turned by Mayor Richard Zeilinger of David City and Merle M. Hale, vice president, LT&T. The 
camera recorded the historic moment as their imolements bit into the ground. Behind them, wit- 
nessing the event, are, from left: Georae P. Barney, general plant superintendent; Lloyd W. Cleveland, 
general traffic superintendent; Harold Hosch, editor, David City Banner-Press; Harvey Armagost, area 
manager; H. W. Spahnle, district manager; Vern Campbell, area manager, retired; William Brown, 
general contractor; Aruthur Eschliman, electrical contractor; Arthur Fox, president, David City Cham- 
ber of Commerce; Jake Sinner, heating contractor; Arthur Gablehouse, contractor; Paul H. Henson, 
chief engineer; Wallace Brown, general contractor; Thomas Morrissey, mechanical contractor; K. L. 
Lawson, general commercial superintendent; Peter N. Schlentz, former owner of building site; LeRoy 


P. Schlentz, special services supervisor. 


Actually the holes dug by Messrs. Zeilinger and Hale will have to be filled up again for there 
will be no excavation and no basement. The building probably will rise rapidly within the next few 
weeks and is expected to be ready to receive the dial eauipment by October. The general contract 
has been awarded to Brown-Morris Construction Company of Lincoln; the plumbing, heating and venti- 
lating contract to Morrissey Plumbing Company of Lincoln; and the electrical contract to Arthur 


Eschliman of David City. 
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Ohiowa Subscribers Begin to Dial Their Numbers 


Norman Wright, Sr., 
placed the first toll call. 
Charles Crew, area man- 


ager, standing. signs. 


The dial telephone came to Ohiowa 
subscribers with the conversion of the 
exchange on May 7. Work on the new 
system has been in progress for several 
months during which both town and 
rural plant have been rebuilt and ex- 
tended and all telephones, of course, re- 
placed with dial intruments. 

The Ohiowa telephone exchange was 
organized as an Independent company 
in 1903. C. J. Kreiner was manager 
there until the plant was sold to I, C. 


The new C.D.O. 
OChiowa is typical of many re- 
cent unattended exchange de- mann, R. Francis, R. Lemkau 


ats 
oy 
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Helping with the town plant 
work were: L. Garrett, A. Acker- 
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building at 


and R. Weis. 


Steele in 1914. Mr. Steele operated 
the exchange until it was purchased by 


LT&T in July 1929. 

The new dial switchboard is equipped 
with 100 lines to serve the 140 sub- 
scribers, of which 72 are rural. Oper- 
ators at Geneva will handle calls for 
long distance and information. Mrs. 
Leone Spielman, former chief operator, 
will move to Western to make her fu- 
ture home. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association in April and May 1957: 


Primary Members: G. C. Mann, Accounting, 
$12.50; Marie Vidlock, Accounting, $14.50; Ruth 
Kadavy, General Commercial, $7.50; Myrtle 
Henline, Lincoln Commercial, $30.00; W. J. 
McDowell, Lincoln Commercial, $6.00; Gary 
Clifford, Engineering, $5.00; D. R. Smith, 
Engineering, $55.05; H. W. Spahnle, Execu- 
tive, $25.00; A. L. Ager, General Plant, $15.00; 
R. E. Hibbert, General Plant, $15.00; Dorothy 
Lefler, General Plant, $15.00; A. R. Fritz (De- 
ceased), $830.50: W. O. McOmber (Deceased), 
$106.50; J. L. Baxter, Lincoin Plant, $10.00; 
A. G. Behm, Lincoln Plant, $20.00; E. W. 
Drewel, Lincoln Plant, $13.50; L. C. Jenkins, 
Lincoln Plant, $148.25; W. D. Minich, Lincoln 
Plant, $10.00; F. W. Norton, Lincoln Plant, 
$11.25; J. R. Shipp, Lincoln Plant, $20.00; R. C. 
Green, Construction, $10.00; R. J. Donaldson, 
Supply, $618.50; Almyra Metcalf, General Traf- 
fic, $12.50; G. E. Eggleston, Non-Functional, 
$20.00; Dorothy Biggerstaff, Auburn Commer- 
cial, $96.30; Thelma Bitting, Beatrice Com- 
mercial, $359.10; Ethel Park, Crete Commer- 
cial, $134.55; Vivian Dee, David City Commer- 
cial, $6.00; Velma Bock, Geneva Commercial, 
$15.00; H. O. Gillespie, Beatrice Plant, $154.45; 
W. R. Minich, Geneva Plant, $25.00; M. M. 
Heath, Hastings Plant, $15.00; James B. Howat, 
Hastings Construction, $104.10; Julene Jurgens- 
meier, Lincoln Traffic, $35.00; Melba Richards, 
Lineoln Traffic, $42.50; Beverly Schroeder, 
Lineoln Traffic, $33.50; Marian Barnes, Ash- 
land Traffic, $25.00; Lura Blackman, Ashland 
Traffic, $136.55; Martha Penner, Beatrice Traf- 
fic, $497.50; Frances Erwin, Fairbury Traffic, 
$111.70; Emma Ebbeka, Geneva Traffic, $8.50; 
Maxine Jones, Hastings Traffic, $10.00; Violet 
Peterson, Nebraska City Traffic, $15.00; Helen 
Eis, Syracuse Traffic, $278.00; Cecile More- 
head, Tecumseh Traffic, $100.95; Zelda Ed- 
wards, Wymore Traffic, $447.50; Frances Pitt- 
man, York Traffic, $8.00; F. M. Adkins, Pen- 
sion, $10.00; S. J. Dennis, Pension, $47.50; Chris 
Haberman, Pension, $77.00; G. W. Jahn, Pen- 
sion, $479.03; J, L. Potter, Pension, $183.03; 
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Clara VanMatre, Pension, $25.00; G. O. Seaton 
(Deceased), $188.85; W. H. Spurlock (De- 
ceased), $178.30. 

Dependents: Lincoln: Mrs. K. J. Boshart, 
$15.00: Mrs. B. L. Braziel, $133.55; Loren 
Brunke, $113.10; Mrs. Gary Clifford, $60.00; 
Corbett Conners. $83.30; Paul Elsenbarth, Jr., 
$12.50: Douglas Grant, $15.00; JoLynn Gray, 
$54.30; Richard Graf. $10.00; Chandra Ham- 
mond. $88.30: Mrs. G. T. Henderson, $12.50; 
Mrs. J. M. Isley, $20.00: Mrs. N. H. Liesveld, 
$115.55; Barbara Lohmeier, $178.35; Gary Loh- 
meier, $97.40; Mrs. L. M. Miller, $20.00; Mrs. 
L. W. Neff, $10.00; Dennis Olsen, $10.50; Doug- 
las Roth. $13.00; Derek Schleiger, $10.50; Mrs. 
Ww. M. Sherman. $10.00; John Spahnle, $7.50; 
Roger Vosika, $253.80: and Mrs. B. M. Wedg- 
wood, $15.00. Mrs. F. L. Kipling, Auburn, 
$19.00: Roger Massie, Friend. $76.15; Ricky 
Mather. Weening Water, $69.25: Dianne Hus- 
ing, Wilber. $8.00: Mrs. Chris Haberman, San 
Diego. Calif., $55.00; and Mrs. H. G. White, 
San Gabriel, Calif., $12.50. 


BLESSED EVENTS 


Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Enderle are the 
proud parents of a girl, Cynthia Ann, born 
June 3. Dwight is a member of Tommy 
Hedges’ crew at Hastings. 

A boy born May 10 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Jerry Harper has been named Kenneth 
Wayne. Jerry is a splicer’s helper in the 
construction department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Gray announce the birth 
of a boy, William David, on May 25. Joe is 
a member of the construction department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Thallas announce the 
birth of a son, Timothy Alan, on April 27. 
Bob is employed in the Lincoln “4” office. 

A son, Kimberly Roland, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Roland Wart on May 17. Rollie is 


employed in the wire chief's department. 


4 14 e-- 


Ida Ronne Dies At York 


One of the sad announcements of 
the month is that of the death of Ida B. 
Ronne, former chief operator at Mc- 
Cool, who retired from active employ- 
ment in October 1946 and has made 
her home at York since that time. She 
died at a local hospital after an illness 
which has persisted for the past three 
years. 

Even at the time of retirement Mrs. 
Ronne was one of the true oldtimers 
in the telephone business, for she began 
her career at the age of 15 as an oper- 
ator for the Howard County Telephone 
Company. She moved to York in 1910 
to employment as operator for the York 
County Telephone Company. Both 
these organizations were numbered 
among the many Independent concerns 
that originally. composed Nebraska's 
telephone picture. 

With the purchase of the York com- 
pany by LT&T in 1912, Mrs. Ronne 
moved to Lushton. Later she took over 
the operation of the exchange with her 
husband, Harry, who was blind. The 
board had ring-down drops and Mr. 
Ronne learned its operation by deftly 
running a hand across the drop strips 
to locate the jack of the calling sub- 
scriber. With the other hand he would 
count off the jacks to complete the 
connection. It is said that he could 
operate the board as rapidly, even with 
his handicap, as most other operators 
could do by sight. 

The Lushton and McCool exchanges 
were consolidated in 1934, and the 
Ronnes moved to the latter town and 
continued their service to a larger group 
of customers. When the exchange was 
converted to dial operation Mrs. Ronne 
decided to retire after nearly 40 years 
at the switchboard. The family then 
returned to York. 

Among the survivors are her hus- 
band, a son and three grandchildren. 
She was 63 years of age at the time of 


death. 


Right Number - Wrong Figure 


An attorney who has been fighting the Battle 
of the Bulge turned to his name in the new St. 
Louis telephone directory and found it listed as 
“Molloy, John F Atty.” 


In a letter to the Southwestern Bell, Molloy 
suggested that “‘attorney’’ be designated some 
other way. He said the abbreviation, when com- 
bined with an ‘’F,’’ looks suspiciously like “Fatty.” 

This is somewhat embarrassing in my case,’’ 
he said, “but | feel especially sympathetic for 
attorneys whose initial is ‘’R.”’ 


—Telephone Engineer. 


Death of E. 6. Brehm 


Within the past few weeks the ranks 
of LT&T employees and _ pensioners 
have been thinned 
by a distressing 
number of deaths. 
Perhaps none was 
more shocking than 
that of Edwin G. 
Brehm of the engi- 
neering department. 
Ed was well known 
about the organiza- 
tion and apparently 
was in usual health 
until a few days before the sudden and 
fatal stroke from which he died while 
on the way to a hospital. 

Ed was only 35 years of age and this 
year would have observed his 15th anni- 
versary as an employee of the company. 
He came to us as a printing machine 
Operator in October 1942 and after 
serving in that capacity for four years, 
transferred to the engineering depart- 
ment as draftsman. Here his promo- 
tions came regularly as he rose through 
the positions of advanced clerk and 
assistant engineer before receiving his 
rating as engineer last January. 

The malady that underlay the cause 
of his death has restricted Mr. Brehm’s 
activities during his entire lifetime. He 
had learned to defer to his limitations, 
which denied him vigorous exercise or 
exertion, and outwardly he appeared to 
be in good health. The fact that Ed 
was never known to complain of his 
condition added to this illusion. Mr. 
Brehm was a native of Lincoln and a 
member of the First Methodist Church. 
He leaves, as immediate survivors, his 
wife, Wava Lou; a small son and 
daughter; and his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Brehm. 


Journey's End 


Services were held May 11 at the Laughlin 
Chapel in Wymore for W. C. Dunn, father 
of Viola Hutchinson, Fairbury chief operator. 
Burial was at Blue Springs. 

Clifford Lant, husband of Valerie Lant, 
Nebraska City Traffic, passed away April 30. 
Services were held at First Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church, May 3. Interment at Nebras- 
ka City. 

Walter A. Schneider, father of Merle, Sup- 
ply, and Irving, Toll Equipment, passed away 
May 14. Services were held May 18 with 
burial at Hickman. 

Funeral services were held May 13 for Mrs. 
Clara Weis, mother of Reno J. Weis, Geneva 
Plant, at St. Joseph Catholic Church in 


Geneva. 


York Operator Victim of 
Highway Accident 


Mildred Weiser, of the York traffic 
department, was one of the victims of 
a highway accident Sunday, May 19, 
at the junction of highways 15, 92 and 
30-A, a few miles southeast of David 
City. 

Mrs. Weiser and her sister, Mrs. Alta 
Logan, and a friend, Edith Barratt, had 
been visiting Mrs. Weiser’s daughter in 
Lincoln and apparently were en route 
to Shelby, where Mrs. Logan lived, be- 
fore returning to York. 


At the junction of the highways, the 
Weiser car was making a left turn 
toward the west when it was struck 
broadside by an eastbound bus. All 
three of the car’s occupants were in- 
stantly killed and the automobile was 
virtually demolished. It was one of the 
year’s worst highway mishaps. 

Mrs. Weiser was 44 years of age and 
was a former resident of the Osceola 
vicinity. It was at that exchange that 
she began her telephone career in April 
1944, serving as operator until the ex- 
change was converted to dial operation 
in September 1951 at which time she 
transferred to York, where she has 


since made her home. 


Double funeral services were held for Mrs. 
Weiser and Mrs. Logan at Shelby on May 22. 


"Stub" Moves To Crete 
J. H. (Stub) Roland, former wire 


chief at Tecumseh, has been appointed 
to a like position at 
Crete where he suc- 
ceeds the late W. O. 
McOmber, who 
passed away sud- 
denly April 7. The 
appointment was ef- 
fective May 6. 

Mr. Roland joined 
the company as 
cere eres groundman for the 
fe Mp Rolane construction depart- 
ment on March 6, 1934. Two years 
later he was assigned to Beatrice Plant 
as lineman. He returned to the con- 
struction forces in March 1938 and in 
1942 became a truck driver. In Decem- 
ber 1945 Stub retraced his steps to Be- 
atrice as combinationman and in August 
1953 was named David City wire chief. 
His last move was in April 1956 when 
he went to Tecumseh as wire chief. 
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Promofions--Transfers 


L. A. Connealy R. J. Roth 
General Accountant Engineer 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Mable Reetz © 
Service Assistant 


Dorothy Waldmeier 
Service Assistant 
York Hebron 


Accounting 


L. A. Connealy, accounting staff assistant 
to general accountant. 


Commercial 


Lola Langner, clerk-typist to cashier, 
Seward. 


Imogene Paulsen, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 


Sheila Schabacker, teller to service repre- 
sentative, Lincoln. 


Engineering 
R. J. Roth, engineering assistant to engi- 
neer. 


Plant 


R. A. Cruickshank, lineman, Hastings, to 
combinationman, Superior. 


Paul W. Ehlers, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Lincoln. 

E. F. Eitzmann, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Lincoln. 

John R. Frye, groundman, exchange, to 
groundman, Construction, Hastings. 

G. L. Laschanzky, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, York. 


Bobby E. Miller, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Beatrice. 


Ewald Ochsner, combinationman, Seward 
to Hastings. 


James W. Shafer, lineman, Construction, 
Lincoln, to combinationman, Seward. 


Traffic 
Mable J. Reetz, operator to service assist- 
ant, York. 
Dorothy Waldmeier, operator to service as’ 
sistant, Hebron. 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen and Ncerma Jean Dettmer 


Congratulations and best wishes to all em- 
ployees’ sons and daughters graduating this 
year .. . Al Letellier, George Placek and 
Erman Wheatcraft attended the Master Mason 
Degree at Lincoln, May 22... Elmer Neujahr 
and Erman Wheatcraft attended the Golf 
Tournament at Wahoo recently. Erman’s only 
reply as to his score, ‘No Comment.” We 
are all trying to figure out who Ray Kinni- 
son’s barber is these days. Boy! he has the 
latest in coiffures, but it hasn’t been given 
a name yet. Any suggestions? . . . Cleora 
Lawrence and Gladys Parker have taken 
their vacations. . Eva Schmidt spent her 
vacation with her parents at Valparaiso. ... 
Katie Owens hasn’t been seen around the 
office lately, reason that she spent two weeks 
of nights painting the board markings. She 
recently spent a weekend in St. James, Min- 
nesota, visiting her brother. ... Visitors 
this month were the third grade students 
at Brock and the Blind School students. 
Lillian Bader, chief operator, received a 
thank-you letter from them not only in writ- 
ing, but also in Braille. . . . Snooks Steckly 
and her family have a new boat and they 
spend all their leisure time boating on the 
Missouri. This accounts for that lobster-red 
sunburn she has. ... Betty Eaton has been 
having quite a time with her four little 
daughters and the measles. The bad part 
about it is that they got the measles one 
at a time. . Marcene and Sally Volkmer 
are back with us after having their tonsils 
out. Marcene is now wearing a beautiful ring 
on that certain finger. Looks like it pays to be 
Sick. . . Kay Bassett, Syracuse Traffic, 
went to the Lake of Ozarks in Missouri for 
a three-day trip with the members of her 
senior class. . . . Sophia Windels, chief oper- 
ator at Syracuse, spent one week of her 
vacation in Springfield, Missouri and another 
week at home. Pauline Coe, contract 
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Overflow Crowd af York Pioneer Par 


Pioneer telephone girls invaded York from all directions on the evening of May 15 for one of their 
regular get-togethers, incidentally ringing up a new attendance record for this type of gathering. 
The ladies were treated to a fine dinner and program, after which they assembled for the picture 
above. We count 59 in the photograph and—with apologies—will identify them by using the last 
names only. Front row, seated, from left: Jones, Coon, Pflughaupt, Wilcox, Piper, Metcalf, Staley, 
Heller, Beaty, Goslin, Griffin, Bolen, Dixon, Adermann, Compton, Watson. d re ( 
nahan, Ross, Pearson, Bethscheider, Schlief, Hauschild, McKie, Merz, Mattson, Wait, Hagenbuck, 
Merz, Elmshauser, Bethscheider. Back row, standing: Markuson, Schultz, Graff, Bornemeier, Peters, 
Stiers, Marauardt, Smith, Shipp, Sanmann, Seward, Schlitt, Wieting, Rohrer, Heckman, Bowen, Van 
Trump, Alldritt, Hubbard, Riesland, Lake, Bethscheider, Benson, Shreve, Hays, Watson, Darnold, 


chief operator at Douglas, has moved to Lin- 
coln, where she will transfer to the traffic 
department. Gertrude Ferguson will assume 
the duties of chief operator. 


Plattsmouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 

Our congratulations and best wishes to 
Donna Ernst, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. A. 
Ernst, and David Anderson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ben Anderson, who are in the 1957 
graduating class of Plattsmouth High School. 
... Ben Anderson, Claud Clary and Marvin 
Welsh of Plattsmouth and Lloyd Lane and 
Darrell Mather of Weeping Water are back 
in their own exchanges after working at 
Ashland for some time, helping to get ready 
for the conversion to dial. . Terry Ernst 
spent the weekend in Hastings visiting some 
of his former classmates at Hastings College. 
... Lis Nichols spent a few days in Keokuk, 
Iowa with relatives. Pauline Reckard 
traveled to Nehawka to help celebrate the 
birthday of her grandson who was one year 
old. . .. Tip Johanns, chief operator, spent 
a day at the Plattsmouth High School for 
career day, giving information concerning 
the work and benefits derived from working 
for LT&T. 


Seward Area 


by Helen Norwood 

Not much news for Seward as all of us are 
looking forward to vacation time. Virginia 
Coffey is the first on vacation this season 
in Traffic, and she spent it at home leisurely. 
... Elmer Bean returned to plant after lend- 
ing a “helping hand’ at Ashland in con- 
nection with the conversion to dial. 


Wahoo Area 


by Leona Benal and Mary Beaty 


Henrietta Maly has the engaged look, and 
her ring is very pretty. The date has been 
set for July 27. Best wishes are extended to 
her. . . . Mae Meduna spent a few days in 
Kansas City visiting friends. Mildred 
Lanik has returned to work after her va- 
cation in California, also visiting Vegas and 
Mexico. . . . Dorothy Jelinek spent her va- 
cation at home. 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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David City Area 


by Vivian Dee 


Verna Heins and Catherine Bartholome 
spent their vacations at home and Darlene 
Rech and her husband spent two weeks trip- 
ping around Colorado. ... Recent visitors at 
the office were L. W. Cleveland and A. B. 
Gorman. Ella Ferguson spent several 
days with her husband, Kenneth Ferguson, 
who was hospitalized as the result of an 
accident when he fell off a ladder. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


We are happy to have Dorothy Biggerstaff 
back on the job after a brief period of hos- 
pitalization. . . . Both commercial and traffic 
departments have been looking very pretty 
with bouquets of spring flowers donated by 
employees. Shirley Gerdes, Elva Rem- 
mers, Roberta Bohl, Ruth Ann Tunks, Doris 
Peterson and Phyllis Shanks were in Omaha 
to see Pat Boone... . Mike Carr and Harry 
Rogers helped install dial telephones at the 
Pickrell exchange. .. . Shirley Reed and hus- 
band have swapped cars and are now driving 
a black Fairlane Ford. Shirley was on va- 
cation, visiting in California. A recent 
visitor in the office was a former operator, 
Claudine Schalke, and her small son who 
are now living in Washington. 


Beatrice Area 


by Eleanor Klaus, Marlene Lienemann and 
Frank Fisher 


Training classes are now starting for our 
new dialing system. It’s good to have 
Verna Ewald back again after her operation 
_.. Congratulations are in order for Mila 
Jackson who was chosen Miss Beatrice.... 
Among the _ several vacationers were June 
Carman, who visited her son in California; 
Myrtle Janssen, who traveled to the sand hills 
in western Nebraska and South Dakota; and 
Pauline Hinz, who had an enjoyable week 
at home... . Dan Smith and Bill Eckles have 
been doing some fishing, but the moon must 
not be right for the large ones. . . . We're 
hoping for a speedy recovery for Ben Ford 
who has been in the hospital. . . .Ted Leits- 
chuck is now shining around in a new Buick. 
; . At Wymore everyone is happy that 
Zelda Edwards has returned to work after an 
operation. Irene Combs, traveling in- 
structor, has been teaching intertoll dialing 
to the operators. . Recent visitors in the 
traffic department were the third grade stu- 
dents from the Wymore school. ... Betty 
Benda and Norma Scheideler both spent 
their respective vacations relaxing at home. 


Crete Area 


by Loretta MclIlInay 


J. H. “Stub” Roland has taken over the 
duties of wire chief at Crete. ... Mrs. Fred 
Ahlschwede, nee Helen Cudly, was guest of 
honor at a steak supper at Lone Oak at 
Lincoln on May 1. Helen was presented a 
gift from the Crete traffic and commercial 
girls. . . . Another recent bride, Marlene 
Kennel, was entertained at a dinner at Lone 
Oak on May 15. She also received a gift 
from the Crete group. ... Our “Do-It-Your- 
self’? man, Jim Landenberger, has constructed 
a pienic table for his back yard. Further 
comments must wait until a few picnic meals 
have been served. . Fern Jacobs has re- 
turned to work in traffic after a vacation 
spent at home. Most everyone comes 
back from vacation pretty badly broke, but 


not Les (better known as “Lucky”) Burch. 
Les bought an old barn to be torn down, 
and in the process found $110.00 in old gold 
coins. 


Fairbury Area 
by Betty A. Vaughn 

A number of the traffic girls have been 
loosening up ‘‘those tired muscles” playing 
tennis in the afternoons. Seems as though the 
game makes them so hungry they are now 
having a picnic lunch afterwards. ... Home- 
made ice cream and cake was served Sun- 
day, May 12, in honor of Mathilda Alpers’ 
May 8 birthday. Miss Alpers retired June 1 
after 34 years with LT&T, 10 of which were 
spent at Fairbury. . . . Anne Snell has been 
in the hospital for plastic surgery. . .. Lois 
McCord chatted with her brother who is 
stationed in Hanau, Germany... . CO Viola 
Hutchinson spent a week of her vacation at 
home. 


Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 
Male employees around here are getting 
ready for the centennial celebration and cer- 
tainly have a new look with their mustaches 
and beards. Ivan Haith is spending a 
week of his vacation visiting relatives and 
friends at Red Cloud. . A visitor at the 
Humboldt office was the Auditor Don Nelson. 


Tecumseh Area 


by Henri Goracke 

A farewell party was held in honor of 
Hilda Ramsey, now retired after spending 
20 years as an operator with LT&T. Home- 
made ice cream, cake and coffee were served. 
Hilda was presented with an electric skillet 
from the traffic and commercial airis: 
... Juanita Waring, CO, is once again a 
homesteader. She recently bought a lovely 
home and has everything pretty much in 
order. Now would be a good time for a 
housewarming. ... A couple of traffic girls 
did a bit of entertaining this last month. Vera 
Norvell’s brother, Joe Clark and family, were 
oe from Laramie, Wyoming. Ines Meister 
whick Coffee for all the telephone girls 
coff was great fun. Strawberry shortcake, 
ce and favors of mixed nuts were served. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 

T) _.. by Velma Bock 
1e traffic department was well repre- 
sented at the women’s Pioneer party held 
N: York on May 15. Those in attendance were 
ata Hershey, Eita Griffin, Erma Dixon, 
Gladys Stiers and Helen Adermann. All re- 
ported a fine party and program. ... We are 
happy to have W. R. Minich back on the 
Job following a week in the hospital at 
es. - . . Mrs. Leone Jones Spielman, 
ormer Chief Operator at Ohiowa, was a 
recent visitor in our office and informs us 
that she is now getting settled in her new 
home in Western. The former Marion 
Franz and Sally Jo Axtell chose their va- 
cation time to become brides and take honey- 


moon trips. Our best wishes to both Marion 
and Sally Jo. 


Hastings Area 
by Carole Cummings 

Jerry Hatcher, S. A., has returned to work 
after spending her vacation at home. Jackie 
Craig also spent her vacation at home, and 
Barbara Ruby vacationed in Denver. ... On 
Wednesday, May 15, Marie Pearson, Moreane 
Alldritt, Jessie VanTrump, Ruth Compton, 
Edith Seward and Minnie Schlitt of the 
traffic department, and Beatrice Rohrer and 
Dorothy Darnold of the Business office, at- 
tended the Pioneer women’s party at York. 


Frieda Ross, retired, also accompanied the 
group. 


Hebron Area 

by Viola Evans 
Ramona Kenning of Traffic is busy learning 
commercial functions in her new job as 
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Tornado warnings were sounding throughout eastern Nebraska on the afternoon of May 20— 
and for good reason. At least 20 twisters were sighted in the scuthern half of the state and severai 
of them were thought to be headed straight toward Lincoln. The News camera had followed the 
trail of many a tornado, but never has it caught one in action. So it lay in wait atop the general 
office building, eauipped with a telefoto lens, and snapped the near-miss shown here—a Kansas born 
tornado that ripped through several farms along the Lancaster-Seward county line west of Emerald, ere 
it pulled itself back into the clouds to disappear forever. 

Not until the picture was printed did its true oddity become apparent, for this funnel stood on 
five separate “’tails’’ while four others are distinctly visible—two on each side of the dipping cloud. 
Members of the local weather bureau don’t know what to make of the phenomena and have sent 
copies of the picture to the main office and elsewhere to ask the learned opinion of tornado experts. 

At the time the picture was taken the twister was nearly a dozen miles from the camera. Had 
it been any closer it is doubtful if the photographer would have been around to press the trigger. 


cashier, ...L. W. Cleveland, general traffic 
superintendent, was a visitor at the office 
this month. Francis Darnold, Bernard 
Macholan and Freddie McCormick of Has- 
tings have been in Hebron working on the 
Carleton conversion. 


Stromsburg Area 
by Betty Beebe 

Edith Mattson and Mildred Wait attended 
the Pioneer women’s party at York on May 
15 ... Jim Hatfield was our first vacationer 
this year. He spent a week at home. . . Judy 
Wait, daughter of Area Manager Wait, holds 
the honor of Salutatorian of the graduating 
seniors of Stromsburg. Judy plans to work in 
Lincoln this summer preparatory to entering 
Wesleyan University this fall... Present pros- 
pects are for having water in the Platte river 
—Manager Wait has a new dog and hopes to 
train it for duck hunting this fall. 


Superior Area 
by Carol Cross 
Area Manager Kubat attended the State 
Telephone Convention in Lincoln and also at- 
tended a Masonic meeting held at McCook... 
Olga and Bertha Andersen are the proud 
owners of a new Ford car which, come vaca- 
tion time, they plan to drive to Farmington, 
New Mexico, to visit their brother. . . Twilla 
Jensen and Lora Biltoft spent Sunday in Fair- 
bury where Twilla’s husband is attending 
college. . . Mr. and Mrs. Bob Williams at- 
tended the Admiral T.V. show in Omaha one 
Sunday. 


Sutton Area 


by Catherine Cassell 

Area Manager J. H. Mankamyer attended 
the Nebraska Telephone Convention in Lin- 
coln in late April... R. H. Hunzeker went on 
a week-end fishing trip at Big Alkali, but he 
reports the fishing was not too good. 
Catherine Cassell attended the Pioneer 
women's party at York on May 15. 
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York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


Nadine Raines, Traffic, was a May vaca- 
tioner, but no one seems to know where 
she vacationed. . June Moore, Commercial, 
was also looking forward to May 24 when her 
vacation started and she could have a week 
at home with her family. LT&T played 
host to three groups of York High students 
who toured the building on Friday, May 3. 
Alex Pauley explained the plant operation, 
and Hazel Thomason explained the switch- 


board . . . Virginia Farrell is leaving the 
traffic department and plans to join her 
husband who is stationed in Florida. . . Lelilla 


Empkins spent a weekend visiting friends in 
Texas. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


The fact that the Dodgers are moving to 
California will change things only for the 
better. Aside from this news, it seems to be 
a slow-paced time of year. Irene Stolz is 
mothering her tomato plants and fighting 
cut-worms with various suggested remedies 
including sulphur matches at the roots. Estelle 
Foght has rid her lawn of six wheelbarrows 
full of dandelions. Actually it’s quite 
obvious who'll win the pennant... . Over the 
Memorial Day weekend (it must be mentioned 
that certain people took Friday off), Grace 
Hauschild was dropped off at Ponca City, 
Oklahoma to visit a cousin, by Velda Decker 
who then continued her drive to Enid to 
visit in-laws. . . . After all, the season has 
just begun: plenty of time left to take the 
lead. . . . Fort Randall, S. D., didn’t change 
Ralph Retzlaff's fishing luck, and after driv- 
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Thirty-Five Years For Our Toll Equipment Supervisor 


$3 


There were no spectauclar sunbursts in the dawn of May 29. There was nothing to set that 
day apart from any other, so far as Ivan Paddack knew, as he motored to work along the usual 
route. But shortly after arriving at the office he learned that it was a very special day, for the boys 
of Toll Eauipment gathered about while Ivan was reminded that it was an anniversary—one his wife 
didn’t even remember. He had just completed 35 years as a telephone man. 

While C. B. Meshier, district plant manager, presented the emblem which Ivan now is entitlted 
to wear and made a few well-chosen remarks, the News camera recorded the scene. Forming the 
audience in the picture are, from left: W. L. Gake, J. H. Loudenback, R. L. Clinton, H. G. Peachman, 
A. L. Reed, M. F. Jenkins, O. L. Clark, P. J. Caldwell, C. A. Bender, C. F. Peachman, A. K. Robison, 
0. G. Hoffman, David Guthrie, W. S. Wolfe and G. E. Carter. 


ing 250 miles, five fishermen caught four 
fish. Luckily they had a large supply of 
bacon. . . . Over a dozen Accounting em- 
ployees, those whose jobs are likely to be 
most quickly affected by an eventual con- 
version, took a three-day class sponsored by 
ILB.M. in order to familiarize themselves 
somewhat with the big machines. ... Of 
course the Yankees aren’t doing too well. 

Bobby Reason is telling a story about 
her three-and-a-half-year-old grandson 
Ricky’s share-the-wealth plan. He was asked 
by a neighbor if he’d like strawberries, ice- 
cream and cake. Admirable family loyalty 
prompted his reply: “I’ve got two sisters who 
would like some real well too.’ Betty Sher- 
wood can relate one about her four-year-old 
nephew, Brad, who was being promoted in 
his pre-kindergarten class. He and his class- 
mates were sitting in front of the audience 
listening to the teacher’s speech. She was 
reading from papers and one blew away, 
causing a snicker to run through the rows 
of youngsters near Brad. This, to the young 
gentleman, was definitely unfitting to the 
solemnity of the occasion and he promptly 
chastised all in a loud, clear, and most dig- 
nified voice with “That really isn’t very 
funny”. Yes, there can be no doubt the 
Dodgers and the White Sox will fight the 
good fight this fall. Wonder if the editor is 
a Yankee fan. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 


Carol Goff, Sally Grabowski, 


Associate Editors 


Vacation time is here again, and some 
“early birds’’ in Accounting have already 
had their ‘‘rest period’’. . Bob Ross and 
M. W. Franklin spent their vacation just 
“bumming” around in the mountains. They 
‘“‘bummed” as far as Cheyenne and Denver. 
Both say they had an enjoyable trip. ... 
Charlotte Colvert was a happy gal on May 21, 
when she received word that her hubby was 
back in the States after eight months over- 
seas duty. Charlotte will be leaving soon to 


join him in Washington State. .. . Ilga 
Bergmanis spent a week in Chicago with 
a sick friend who needed her help. ...A 


banquet was held at Steve’s Steak House 
on May 22, as a climax of the women’s bowl- 
ing season. Attending were Norma Somer- 
heiser, Joan Thomsen and Mickey Ward. 
: Delores Dovel had a pleasant surprise 
when she was guest of honor at a surprise 


bridal shower. Sally and Eleanor Grabowski 
attended... May 8 is a day Alvina Upitis will 
not easily forget as it was the day she became 
a citizen of the United States. All the new 
citizens were honored at a luncheon at the 
Chamber of Commerce, when Mayor Bennet 
Martin gave a speech and Lt. Governor Bur- 
ney read a message from Governor Victor 
Anderson. Eleanor Grabowski and her 
husband spent their vacation at Bellwood 
Lakes fishing. . . . Alise Zalaiskalns will be 
much more cautious from now on after the 
fall she took down a flight of stairs. Alise 
was badly bruised and had a terrible head- 
ache for several days, but we are glad to 
report that she has recovered. .. . LaVaugn 
Reddish spent her one-week vacation close 
to home. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


VACATIONS—and away we go! John Reed, 
General Plant, and his wife took a _ short 
vacation, during which time they went to 
Fulton, Missouri to join their son, Dick, from 
whence they proceeded into the Ozarks to 
visit Mrs. Reed’s birthplace. Dick, who will 
be remembered by some of us as a mail 
clerk and messenger, now is an instructor at 
the School for the Deaf at Fulton. ... Mina 
Jorgensen, General Plant, vacationed the 
forepart of June in San Antonio, where she 
attended the meeting of the Supreme Session 
of the Daughters of the Nile. Mina is a mem- 
ber of the drill team of Lincoln’s Naphis 
Temple, and the drill team was scheduled to 
perform... .Joan Moorberg, Personnel, vaca- 
tioned in the Windy City. While in Chicago 
she visited her sister... . The fishers, Hough- 
ton Furr, secretary-treasurer, Max Walker, 
General Plant, Lyle Young, and Mr. Furr’s 
son, enjoyed a week in the wilds of Canada. 
.. . Our vice-president, Merle M. Hale, during 
the week of June 2, presided at the One Hun- 
dredth Annual Communication of the Grand 
Lodge, A. F. & A. M. of Nebraska, as Most 
Worshipful Grand Master. The meeting was 


held in Omaha. ... We extend our sympathy 
to Reah Churchill, Cafeteria, at the loss of her 
cousin. ... And it is always a pleasure to 


welcome the smiling countenance of Doris 
O’Donnell, who so charmingly filled the spot 
for a day in the cafeteria. ... Callers in the 
General Plant Office—Forrest Behm, who 
looks fit after his bout with a heart attack; 
Ray Boling; Bert Huddleston, bringing to us 
a beautiful bouquet of tulips; and Jay Pugs- 
ley. So very glad to see all of them! 
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Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Warren Shuck, so we hear, is starting a 
collection of reptiles. Up to date he has a 
turtle and a rattlesnake, both of which he 
found in his yard... Arleen and Bob Swanson 
picked a bad week to take their vacation and 
to move into their new home which is located 
at 2516 So. 61 Street. It rained practically 
every day. 


Custodial Section 
by Paul Radebaugh 


Cloyd Delett, retired employee, Custodian 
Department, paid us a visit on May 8. He had 
just returned from Minneapolis where he was 
visiting his daughter and family. Cloyd said 
the weather was rather cool and he didn’t get 
to do any fishing. . . We are glad to report 
Lucille Sorge is back on the job, after a major 
operation. Harriet McPeak, former employee, 
was kind enough to help us out during 
Lucille’s absence, 


"A" Office 


by George Albury 


Bob Livingston spent his vacation taking a 
cruise with the Naval Reserve. He went to 
New Orleans and boarded the USS Willette 
(DE354), sailing for the Panama Canal Zone. 
The trip on board the ship took four days 
each way; the men had three days leave while 
in Panama, and also had liberties while in 
New Orleans. There were 27 reservists and 
two officers in the group. All agreed they 
had a very fine trip. .. Bob Thallas took a 
week of his vacation getting acquainted with 
and helping care for his new son. 


Toll Equipment Section 
by JoAnn Gloor 


Art King spent two weeks vacation, work- 
ing. He tried to paint his house, but was 
slightly interrupted by the rain. He only got 
three sides painted. That third week of vaca- 
tion will come in handy. Clyde Higgins 
spent several days in Sioux Falls at a tele- 
type school. The weekend of the fourth 
Ardell Robison and wife drove to Iowa City 
to visit his daughter and grandson. , . Henry 
Peachman spent two weeks of his vacation 
traveling around Kansas visiting relatives. 


Wire Chief's Section—14 & M 


by Gloria Gruis 
Art Lamberson spent his three-week vaca- 


tion adding two more rooms to his house... 
Bob Swanson moved into his new home 


during his vacation. . . We were sorry to lose 
Wilber Rapsilber who moved to Decatur, 
Illinois. . . Harold Wart is in the hospital and 


everyone wishes him a speedy recovery. 
We are glad to welcome back Hazel Higgins 
after being on a leave of absence. 


Construction 


Shirley Hess—Associate Editor 

Our vacation season is officially here and 
we find Cloyd Bucknell, Joe Gray and Ronald 
Hoffman on the list. Cloyd stayed home to 
entertain his brother who was visiting here 
from New York. Joe was home entertaining 
the baby boy who recently made his appear- 
ance at the Gray home. Ronnie took this 
opportunity to get himself married. . . Tommy 
Hedges reports that he, Ed Flowerday and 
Jack Mason had a grand time at the Pioneer 
Stag recently where Jack was champion 
fisherman, catching a six-pound Carp. . . At 
Beatrice we have a horseman in our midst. 
Fred Stoll is kept busy making shows with 
his quarterhorse and recently won the calf- 
roping contest at Seneca, Kansas, then placed 
second in the quarter horse show at Liberty, 
Nebraska. Buck Duer is now the proud 
owner of a new Chevy and he and his brother 
Welden are now boat owners and spend all 
their free time building a boat trailer. 


On his ninetieth birthday, Frank F. Roderick, 
former manager at Blue Springs, posed for his 
portrait with his wife, Tillie. Retired since 1934, 
Mr. Roderick tells us, ‘“‘The LT&T continues to 
serve this community with good service and I 
am still a booster where | have a chance. I am 
still in very good health. Kind regards to LT&T 
in all its efforts.” 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 

The Commercial picnic held Thursday, May 
23, at Capitol Beach was, as usual, a big suc- 
cess A big ‘‘thank you” to the committee— 
Jody Jones, Chairman, Joyce Brown, Marla 
Kutz, Jerry Salber, Esther Baker, Shirley 
Plautz, Chris Gekas and Marlene Wait. They 
prepared huge quantities of fried chicken, 
potato salad, baked beans and coffee, all 
of which disappeared. Joyce Brown is leav- 
ing to return to her home at 2136 Bristol 
Avenue, Stockton, California. We hope she 
drives carefully. Vacationers were Myrtle 
Henline to Wyoming and Estes Park; and 
Sandy Carter who spent hers at home. Shir- 
ley and Jerry Rocke were busy moving into 
their new home at 4901 Benton. Stella Hans 
was honoree at a linen shower given by Mary 
Pohlenz and Viola Fischer at Viola’s home 
May 31. She received many beautiful gifts. 
Alex Geist took a 3-week vacation to loaf 
in the Ozarks—naturally he took his boat 
along. Jim and Jack Geist and their wives 
joined them later. We welcome Cecil An- 
derson back after 15 weeks off trying to get 
her broken ankle to mend. She is now in 
a brace and getting around real well. W. J. 
McDowell is the very proud owner of a 
57 Buick Special. It’s mighty pretty. Con- 
gratulations to Carol Bailey who has a beauti- 
ful diamond. Thanks to her, we had some 
real good chocolates to celebrate the occa- 
sion. 


@ @ 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


The merry month of May was a melange 
of Mexico, Minnesota, Monmouth, mud, mid- 
gets, Maries, matrimony and motor trouble. 
., . Bud Eden was up in the air again; down 
Mexico Way. ... Jack Swigerd, Jerry 
Schleiger and Tom Boyd fished three days 
in Western Minnesota boundary waters. They 
can prove all their pre-Minnesota-season 
catch were from South Dakota. .. .Roger 
Ghormley, our only engineer member of a 
college board, made a quick trip to Mon- 
mouth, Illinois to attend a meeting of the 
“Senate,” as the Monmouth College board is 
called. Senator Ghormley reports that this 
650 student Presbyterian college is planning 
a million dollar expansion. Senator Ghorm- 
ley, we presume, will see to it that every 
student will be provided with a colored auto- 
matic toll dialing hands-free telephone : 
Bob Brinton spent one day on a recent week- 
end pulling his midget racer to Cedar Rapids 
and one day pushing it out of the mud. “I 
told them it was going to rain,” states Brinton, 


and then demonstrates what a bad situation 
it was by rolling up his pant legs and push- 
ing imaginary cars out of imaginary mud. 
Bob and his dad are racing enthusiasts. Their 
midget is in the middle-size category. Larger 
than Mocros and T-Q’s; smaller than sprint 
cars and regular racers. . Marie Jackson 
was hostess to departmental secretaries at a 
recent dinner shower for Virginia Klatt in 
honor of her (Virginia’s) approaching mar- 
riage. Although called a dinner shower, we 
understand usual etiquette prevailed. How- 
ever, some of the married guests demon- 
strated the best grip for throwing plates; 
two of which were presented as gifts. Those 
attending, besides the hostess—Jane Phillips, 
Sally Gibson, Marian Lanning, Delores Green, 
Eula Swartz, and, of course, Virgina. Vir- 
ginia has resigned to devote full time to 
pre-nuptial plans and will take up residence 
in Chicago after her marriage June 16 at 
Campbell. .. . We wish to apologize for not 
giving bridegroom Larry Goodrich the usual 
working over during his final bachelor days, 
but after all he doesn’t smoke cigars. It 
was a natural mistake; there wasn’t any 
smoke and we figured there was no fire. 

“What’s the matter with that cotton- 
picking motor?’’ demanded Jane Phillips of 
the mechanic, as she climbed coughing and 
sputtering out of her smoke filled car. Jane 
can hardly believe that so much trouble 
can be caused by a cotton-picking fan belt. 


General Traffic 


Joyann Worster, Associate Editor 


Decoration Day was a day of many ac- 
tivities for this department. Marlene 
Thompson and family had a picnic at Pioneer 
Park, while Dick Hobson and family went to 
the fisheries at Gretna and also had a picnic. 
Pearl Barnhouse spent the day with her folks 
in Fairbury. Swimming seemed to be No. 1 
on Jackie Schizas’ list. Alexandria and 
Beatrice were the places visited by Lola 
Hetherington, where she was with her sister. 
“Yours truly” also went to Alexandria to go 
fishing and have a picnic. As you can 
see, we all seemed to have had a pleasant 
and most enjoyable day! 


Lincoln Traffic 


by Kathleen Carey 

Summer is here; vacations are in full swing. 
Ella Hansen and Lillian Hubbard headed 
down Texas way; Helen Heiser returned from 
a week in cool, colorful Colorado; Letha 
Baumgartner reports that the fishing is good 
over in Clear Lake, Iowa; Mary Jane Arthur 
travelled to Dayton, Ohio in her trusty 
Plymouth which has accumulated 90,000 miles 
but Mary, with her usual Irish luck, had no 
trouble except one little bitty flat tire. 
Dorothy Grafton and Rexine Bretta will vaca- 
tion in new cars this year. . . Donna Kalina, 
our June bride, was honoree at a_ bridal 
shower on May 17, given by Kathleen Litt 
and Helen Heiser. .. Carole Wynn and Marilyn 
Snook are the proud possessors of lovely new 
diamonds. Bouquets to Joan Bennett for 
her contributions to the spring show of the 
Lincoln Artists’ Guild in both paintings and 
crafts. .. Rexine Bretta’s little son Bobby pur- 
chased a beautiful cup and saucer for her for 
Mother’s Day, promptly made tea and invited 
his mama to the tea party. One dusty gulp 
convinced Rexine that this was not her “dish 
of tea’’ and when she inquired of Bobby if he 
had washed the cup, he replied, ‘““‘But Mother, 
why should I wash the nice new cup?” 


Supply 
by Sylvia A. Hoaglin 

“Trick of the Month” was accomplished by 
fisherman Charles Hansen. He caught I1!2 
fish. Seems the Hansen family went fishing 
at Gavins Point Dam, South Dakota, and 
when Charles was asked how fishing was 
there he exclaimed, ‘Pretty good, caught 
three pike. No, I caught 11, fish and Tom 
(his son) caught 114 fish.” Charles and Tom 
both caught the same fish on their lines. 
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The long awaited vacation season is here, and 
“stay at home’’ vacations were enjoyed by 
George Graf, Ralph Culver, Joe Krhounek 
and Richard Sorenson. . . Shirley Folsom had 
to take her vacation early because her son 
Stevie had the measles and she was too con- 
cerned about him to work. . Bill Weygint 
just wanted to drive so he motored to Denver 
and Kansas City. Jim Schellenberg also 
drove to Denver and after driving through a 
snow and sleet storm the weather was too 
cold to enjoy the scenery so he returned 


home. . . Sportsman Kent Eno vacationed in 
the North Woods in Minnesota and ‘froze to 
death” all the time he was there. . . Wes 


Haas became fascinated by the new Thunder- 
bird motors in the new Fords so he decided 
to test-drive one. He ended up owning a new 
gray Ford. Harold Ehrlich purchased a 
new black Chevrolet but nevertheless he de- 
cided to take a relaxing vacation and ride 
the train to Los Angeles to visit his daughter 
and see his new grandson... Mary Wynn took 
a short trip to visit relatives in Iola, Kansas... 
Bill Weygint is manager of the ‘Spigot’ soft- 
ball team playing in the City League. 
Ray Sherman was overjoyed by a visit from 
his son who has been away for two years. 
He resides in California and is a chemist for 
an oil company. . . Dick Grant had a session 
at Veterans Hospital for surgery and had to 
postpone his vacation. . . Bill Cotton’s daugh- 
ter Cynthia will have a tale of ‘‘my operation” 
to tell when she learns to talk. At age four 
weeks she gave all of her relatives a scare 
when it became necessary for her to be hos- 
pitalized for surgery. 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 

The women’s Pioneer party at York on May 
15 was enjoyed by all. The program was fea- 
tured by a puppet show which everyone 
thought was very good. The dinner was 
wonderful. . . Nellie M. Hunt has been enter- 
taining a brother, L. F. Hunt of California, 
and aé sister Maggie Ochsner, of Seattle. 
With their sister, Bessie, the four went to 
Harvard and Blue Hill to visit relatives. 
Bertha Sharp and family spent Decoration 
Day at Crab Orchard, Liberty and Beatrice. 
They also attended a wedding in Kansas 
City the fore part of May ... Florence McKie 
and sisters were visited by a niece and 
nephew and children from Concord, Cali- 
fornia, who stopped en route to the Naval 
base at Norfolk, Virginia. 

A Note of Thanks 

May I take this method of expressing my 
thanks for all the kind thoughts and deeds that 
came from members of the telephone family in 
our bereavement. There were so many cards and 
flowers and helping hands that | would not know 
where to begin to thank each one individually. 
Mrs. B. R. Overcash 
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The first Model C’’ outdoor paystation in the 
western district was recently installed at Fair- 
field by R. Hunzeker, combinationman of Sutton. 
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rough first night in his new hame. He awoke 
in the darkness to find himself in a narrow 
roam that apparently had no exit. Aftera 
long and futile effort to escape, he began 
to shout for help. The disturbance aroused. 
his wife, who flicked on a light which showed 
that Charles somehow had become wedged behind 
the dresser in a cormer of the roan. 


SAVE YOUR BREATH 
GRAMPA , AND 
HANG ON ! 


HOW IN TARNATION 
DID WE GET INTO 


THIS FIX, SON ? 


Alex Geist held a family vacation gathering 
on an Arkansas lake, and in one notable in- 
stance IN the lake when Alex and his father- 
in-law, "Grampa," who is 86, spent an anxious 
ten minutes suspended between the wharf and 
a rowboat, with the only points of contact 
being their clutching fingers and toes. 
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Dewey Lewis scored the calamity of the month 
when he climbed into an attic to rm some in- 
side wire. It was a tight squeeze through 
the trap door so he took off his jacket on 
the "up" trip, but forgot to remove it before 
he tried the descent. He got stuck. Luckily, 
Art Albers and Leland Ward were nearby and 
after a long effort they freed the victin, 
just in time for lunch. 
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COME CLOSER, FRIEND, C, 2 
| GOTTA TAKE YOU BACK 

TO TOWN OR I'M 
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Bane of the life of Dick Wakeman is a 
neighbor's free-running dog, who is cm- 
stantly "at home" in the Wakeman yard. 
Twice Dick has taken it to the Humane 
Society, but the neighbor bails the law 
breaker out immediately. The other day 
Dick enticed the pest into his car and 
drove it far out into the country, where 
he booted it out, hoping it would get 
lost. Trouble was, the neighbor called 
the cops -— and Dick had to return to the 
country to find the missing dog. Fortu- 
nately, he was able to do so, and thus 
stay out of jail. 


YOU DONT 
LIKE IT 17 


Rexine Bretta's small son, Bobby, 
bought her a cup and saucer for 
Mother's Day, then invited her to 
a tea party he had prepared. One 
muddy sip made Rexine suspicious. 
She asked Bobby if he had washed 
the cup. He replied, "But Mother, 
why should I wash a nice new cup?" 


Charles Connors succumbed to the sales 
talk of Ed Dorland and Howard Spahnle 
on the toothsome hamburger de-luxes 
prepared by a Wahoo restaurant. He 
ordered one instead of the thick steak 
he had set his mind upon. As the 
waitress brought the order, Charles 
called loudly for the mustard, opened 
the bun and gave a generous squirt ~ 
upon a bare piece of bread. The cook 
had neglected to insert even the 
tiniest piece of meat. 


‘When Bob Culver transferred from 
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IT DOESN'T COST MUCH 
0 KEEP IN TOUCH 
WITH THE FOLKS 

BACK HOME 


No one heard a word fram Clara 
Jones while she was touring Cali- 
fornia. However, a number of her 
old friends got notice of postage 
due on mail from that state — and 
after they had sent a one-cent 
stamp in a three-cent envelope 
they received cards from Clara - 
wishing they were there. Miss 
Jones had sent her greetings on 
one-cent postals. 


GEE THIS 15 
WONNERFUL ! 


NUMBER 
PLEASE 


the Sutton (dial) to the Superior 
(manual) exchange, his small son, 
Jimmy, thought he was seeing tele- 
phone progress for sure. He told 
his mother that he got to use one 
of the new telephones - all he had 
to do was lift the receiver and 
the operator dialed his number, 
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Walter F. Roberts received quite 
a start on his latest fishing 
expedition. He was casting for 
bass and reeled in one likely 
strike to find he had hooked a 
fine Chesapeake Spaniel. 


Photo: 


Five minutes after the cutover signal was originated here, the Beatrice 
manual switchboard stands silent and lonely as operators Dorothy Mathias 
(front) and Ruth Carter leave their positions. The board has been con- 
stantly attended since it was cut into service in September 1913. 


to 


Dan Smith 


Cutover drill at the new Beatrice toll board. Front to back: Harlan Gillespie, 
Edna Mahlock, Marilyn Vanderhaar, Evelyn Menke, Henrietta Menninga, 
Marcella O’Bryan. Information attendants: Anna Menninga, Ruth Carter. 
Service Assistant: Mable Wieting. Clerk: Marcella Will in right background. 


Beatrice Joins the Dial Parade 


All the months of planning and de- 
sign; of prodigious work and painstak- 
ing effort; of instruction and training— 
all the details and testing that must be 
done in advance of a huge exchange 
conversion, were drawn down to a 
Single operation and an exact moment 
in the early hours of Sunday, June 16. 
Then, at a given signal, it was “off with 
the old, on with the new,” and in a 
matter of seconds the transition was 
accomplished. The Beatrice exchange 
emerged as the first in our territory and 
in Nebraska to employ customer dialing 
of long distance calls. 

The cutover date and hour: June 16 
at 1:00 a.m., had been set for many 
weeks. There was good reason for 
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At the Pickrell cutover, Don Young, Beatrice Plant, prepares to pull the 
heat coils from the main frame while Agnes L. Peterson, chief operator, 


guards the dying switchboard. 


scheduling it for the dead of night, 
when local traffic is at its diurnal low 
point, for it lessens the chance of inter- 
rupting calls which may be in progress. 

As it happened, the manual switch- 
board was clear at the appointed hour 
and this fact was flashed to Leland 
Hodge in the terminal room at the old 
office. Mr. Hodge was directing a crew 
of five men, goggled and poised for the 
signal to pull out the heat coils in the 
main frame. It was the work of a 
moment to accomplish this step and for 
Leland to relay the word that the old 
equipment was cut off from the dis- 
tributing plant. 

His message reached the switchroom 
of the new office via a “hands-free” 


Directing the cutover at the new building were: Lloyd Oglesby, area 
manager; Dan Smith, district wire chief; Ken Versaw, engineer; and 


telephone installed for that purpose. 
Dan Smith gave a quick glance to be 
assured that everyone was at the proper 
station before passing the news to 
George P. Barney that the big moment 
had arrived. Mr. Barney then originated 
the signal for the cut-in of the new 
equipment. John Brockmeyer and 
Frank Fisher flashed word from their 
testboard positions to the men stationed 
at the outlying exchanges as W. L. 
Eckles gave the hand signal for the 
pulling of the spacers. 

The “pick-pullers” were men who 
knew their business well. Almost with 
exasperating deliberation they went at 
their work of pulling successive rows 
of fiber spacers from the switch con- 
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Clyde Burge, district manager. 
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Nebraska’s Governor Victor E. Anderson re- 
ceived the first long distance call to be directed 
through the new equipment after the cutover. The 
Governor expressed great interest in the inaugura- 
tion of direct distance dialing in Nebraska. 


tacts. The spacers—thousands of them 
—were attached by strings to pull-rods. 


Somewhere a linefinder chattered as 
it responded to an unknown resident’s 
hope to be first to use the dial—then 
another and another. The room be- 
came alive with the welcome sound of 
switches searching out voice channels 
through the maze of equipment. The 
cutover was over. The men stood tense 
and still for a moment before hurrying 
off to chores that must now be done. 
Not for several hours would they know, 
for sure, that the conversion was an 
eminent success. 

In an office on the first floor Mayor 
Allen Davison was dialing the first 
long distance call to the residence of 
Governor Victor E. Anderson at Lin- 
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Awaiting the signal to set the new equipment 
into action are, front to rear: Rolland Drake, Leon 
Rezny, Al Parde, Ted Leitschuck and Archie Stans- 
bury. These men removed the rows of fiber spacers 
which held open the switch contact springs. 


coln. The Governor was expecting the 
call and answered promptly. In his 
conversation Mayor Davison said, ‘‘This 
call is making history because it is the 
first long distance call in this state to 
be dialed from one telephone directly 
to another. We, here at Beatrice, take 
much civic pride in the fact that we are 
first in the Cornhusker state to have 
this new, modern service. And, of 
course, we are very pleased with our 
new local dial telephone system. We 
recognize it as a distinct asset for our 
city.” 

Governor Anderson replied that, as 
Governor, he was most gratified that 
The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company had taken this progressive 
step for the people of Nebraska. 

By all the measuring devices that 
could be applied, the conversion was 
a complete success. It was almost un- 
believably free from minor faults that 
are wont to make themselves known in 
the first few hours of operation. A 
flurry of “wrong numbers” during the 
first few days of the dial system was 
traceable almost entirely to the _ in- 
experience of Beatrice residents in the 
use of the dial; confusing the letter I 
for the digit 1, and the letter O for 
Zero. These difficulties are being cleared 
as they arise by personal instruction 
to the user. 

Even in this category the problem is 
not as great as expected, due largely 
to the training program which had 
been in progress for several weeks. 
Mary Bornemeier, of General Traffic, 
assisted by local personnel and with a 
helping hand from Irene Combs and 
Myra Metcalf, performed a remarkable 
Job of training local customers in the 
use and scope of the new system. 

It was ‘“D” Day for the exchange at 
Pickrell, too, as it was converted from 
manual to dial operation at the same 
Instant as that at Beatrice. Don Young 
and Don Gilmore were there to per- 
form the feat as the signal came from 
the Beatrice testboard. Pickrell sub- 
Scribers, as well as those at DeWitt, 
Filley and Plymouth, now are able to 
dial long distance calls through the 
Beatrice equipment. At present the 
direct dialing area to be reached from 
Beatrice includes Lincoln, Omaha, 
Hastings, Plattsmouth, Ashland, Paw- 
nee City, Tecumseh, Seward, Wilber 
and most other dial exchanges in the 
southeast 22 counties of Nebraska. In 
all it embraces 35 exchanges and about 
250,000 telephones. 

The Beatrice exchange is one of the 
oldest in the state. The telephone ar- 
rived there in 1880, just four years 
after its invention. The first exchange 
was constructed as a Bell licensee com- 
pany and was purchased in 1882 by the 
Nebraska Bell Telephone Company. 

In 1902 an Independent exchange was 
organized to compete with that of the 
Bell. It was known as the Beatrice 
Home Telephone Company. The little 


~-46f 3 ge 


Beatrice Mayor Allen Davison originated the 
first long distance call and had his party (the 
Governor) on the line almost before the dial 
stopped turning. ‘’Beatrice,”” he said, “takes pride 
in being first in the state to have this new, modern 
service.” 


exchange grew slowly and painfully 
until 1906 when the company was re- 
organized as the New Home Telephone 
Company. Progressive and militant, 
this company left a stormy trail in 
history as it expanded in tnat section of 
the state as an operating and toll line 
company. There was some thought at 
that time of converting the exchange 
to the dial system and the Nebraska 
State Journal (Lincoln) for January 12, 
1906 carried the announcement that Be- 
atrice would have an “up-to-date Auto- 
matic secret-service telephone system, 
housed in a $20,000 fireproof building 
on which work would start in two or 
three weeks.” The ambition died a- 
borning. History does not explain why. 

—More 


One of the first steps in the cutover sequence 
was fo sever connections between the old office 
and the cable plant by removing heat coils from 
the distributing frame. Leland Hodge, wire chief, 
is at the telephone, while the “pullers,” front to 
rear, are: Woody Gollehan, Paul Guelker, Loal 
Genrich and Richard Hodge. 
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Cutover scenes: 1. W. L. Eckles, Jr., chief 
switchman, stands ready to give the signal for 
pulling the spacers at the new office. John Brock- 
meyer and Frank Fisher sit at the testboard 
behind him. 2. Lela Watson, chief operator, at her 
new desk. 3. Wymere begins to dial through 
Beatrice. Shirley Martin, chief operator and Lula 
Brockie at the board. 4. Frank Nevift’s station 
was at the new power board. 


Phote—Dan Smith 
W. H. (Ted) Husing, Wilber manager, was at 


the DeWitt central office attending conversion 
details and connections. 


The New Home company with its 
1,200 telephones was purchased in 1909 
by LT&T and in 1912 the Bell prop- 
erties were added to our system. The 
two exchanges were consolidated in 
1913 and moved into the newly con- 
structed exchange building on North 
Sixth street. Beatrice then had 2,370 
telephones and long distance service 
was limited to towns in that area. For 
that matter rarely did anyone attempt 
to make calls of more than half a hun- 
dred miles distance. 

The new building is a product of the 
planning boards of our building de- 
sign engineers, who should learn to 
blush modestly for they will surely hear 
many nice things said about the beauty 
and utility of the structure. The build- 
ing rises to two stories above a full 
basement and contains the operating 
departments of the exchange as well as 
the southern district offices. Depart- 
ments include the business office, area 
manager's office, long distance opera- 
tions, switchroom, installation, main- 
tenance and construction. Motor vehi- 
cle storage is also provided. 

With the conversions at Beatrice and 
Pickrell, 93 of the company’s 125 ex- 
changes are dial operated. 


John Young, foreman of the Automatic Electric 
Company installation crew, gives the tape per- 
forator his critical attention. 
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Cutover scenes: 1. Veronica Siske, Beatrice 
Plant, recorded the meter readings in the switch- 
room of the new office. 2. Visitors were definitely 
not invited to the cutover. The bulging muscles 
of G. W. Heikes, stair guard, discouraged pros- 
pective crashers. 3. Stationed at Filley at conver- 
sion time was Lambert Eitel. 4. Don Gilmore pulled 
the picks at the Pickrell cutover. 


The Pioneers 
Have heir Fling 


Mayme Workman is Guest at Annual Banquet 


E. H. Royce named Chapter President 


It might be called “The Ladies’ Year,” and an eminently 
successful one it was. Myra M. Metcalf, of General Traffic, 
was the Frank H. Woods Chapter’s 16th president, but the 
first of her sex to occupy that office. A remarkable record 
was established during her term. The net gain of 33 in 
membership has been equalled twice and excelled but once 
in all Chapter history. The treasury is in better financial 
condition than ever before. Activities for the year were 
many and varied; interest was high; and the Chapter re- 
tained its position as the nation’s largest. 

These were the pertinent facts made known at the 
annual banquet of the Chapter at the Cornhusker Hotel 
on June 8. 

And to cap the climax of “The Ladies’ Year” was the 
visit of Mayme Workman, executive secretary-treasurer from 
the national office. It is the second time Mrs. Workman has 
been honored guest at the Chapter banquet; the former ap- 
pearance being in 1951. The lady has the enviable faculty 
of endearing herself to those who meet her, and the oppor- 
tunity was afforded after the banquet when many came 
forward to renew or form acquaintanceship. 

W. D. Quinn acted as banquet toastmaster. Mrs. Work- 
man brought greetings from the national association and 
paid high compliment to our Chapter for its long record as 
a forerunner among affiliated groups of the ITPA. 

Miss Metcalf gave a brief resume of the year’s accom- 
plishments and paid tribute to those who assisted in the 
various Chapter projects. She announced the results of the 
recent mail balloting and introduced the new elective offi- 
cers. 

Ernest H. Royce becomes president with the new fiscal 
year. Mr. Royce brings to that office a rich fund of ex- 
perience in Pioneer affairs dating back many years. He 
Joined the Chapter in 1944 and soon became active in its 
committee work. He served as a member of the Social 
and Fellowship groups and for two years was chairman of 
the Membership committee. In 1951 he was elected secretary 
and was elevated to the office of vice president last year. 

The incoming vice president is Kenneth J. Boshart: 
Kathryn Portsche is the new secretary and Carl S. Ahl, 
treasurer. Ralph J. Connors and Arthur S. Keckler were 


The accomplished T. E. Longdon of Fairbury displayed his newly acquired 


talent as dressmaker at the Hobby Show. Lola Hetherington, Mayme Work- 
man and Forrest Behm inspect his art. 
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Mayme Workman addressed the meeting under the giant insignia of the 
Frank Woods Chapter. Others at the head table, from left: Clara Jones, 
treasurer; Mrs. E. H. Royce; Ernest H. Royce, vice president; Myra Metcalf, 
president; W. D. Quinn, toastmaster; Mrs. W. D. Quinn; Melba Richards, 
secretary. 


elected to three-year terms on the executive committee. 
They succeed Mary Bornemeier and Mae Meduna, whose 
terms have expired. 

The hobby show, under the direction of Harold Brady 
and Hattie Staley, displayed many new and _ interesting 
entries. Perhaps the most unusual of this year’s exhibits was 
that of T. E. Longdon, past president, who blossomed forth 
as a dressmaking hobbiest of the highest talent. 

The awarding of the door prizes by I. J. Devoe and 
B. A. Isaman claimed the undivided attention of the as- 
sembly, for the prizes were really something to stir the 
emotions. They were carried home by Paul Wilkinson, Con- 
struction; Ralph Wait, Stromsburg; Vern Simpson, Con- 
struction; Catherine Gillan, Humboldt; and Elizabeth John- 
son, Crete. 

The program consisted of a series of marionette acts 
manipulated by the Karre sisters of York. Total attendance 
of 271 was smaller than that of some previous years, yet 
the ballroom was comfortably filled and the majority opinion 
certainly placed this banquet among the most enjoyable of 
all time. 


E. H. Royce 


President 


Kethryn Portsche 
Secretary 
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A. S. Keckler 


Car! S. Ahl 


Treasurer Executive Committee 


R. J. Connors 
Executive Committee 


Plant Progress 


A New Idea 
For Connecting Drop Wire 
To Rural Distribution Wire 


by J. S. Reed 


The first installation of rural distri- 
bution wire in LT&T territory was 
made about three years ago at Green- 
wood where an 1100-foot section of 
this wire facility replaced open wire 
in a bad tree situation. Since then, a 
total of less than 350,000 feet (almost 
65 miles) of the distribution wire have 
been placed in many locations through- 
out the territory. 

A story about the first use of the 
rural distribution wire appeared in the 
November 1954 issue of the News. At 
that time this wire facility was described 
as consisting of six pairs of insulated 
conductors spiraled around an insulated 
high strength support wire. The con- 
ductors terminate in 6-pair protectors, 
or 6-pair wire terminals as required. 
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Old method of connecting drop wire to rural dis- 


tribution wire using two-wire terminal mounted 
on pole. 


When only one or two pairs need to 
be brought out for connecting to drop 
wires, a porcelain block with metal 
cover is mounted on the pole and the 
conductors are pieced out into the 
terminal as illustrated on this page. 

This method involves quite a bit of 
labor and there is some risk of damage 
to other conductors in cutting the de- 
sired pair for piecing out into the ter- 
minal. This problem was solved by us- 
ing a new type of two-wire terminal 
that attaches to the support wire and 
has binding posts that tap directly onto 
the RD wire conductors, eliminating 
the necessity for cutting and piecing 
out these conductors. 

A trial installation was made of six 
such terminals in Elmwood last year 
and no trouble has been experienced 
with them. As a result, this type of 
terminal has been made standard for 
future installations, and a practice is 
being prepared on the installation pro- 
cedure for issue to the field. 

Other improvements include the use 
of Wirevises or automatic type grips 
and loading coils on long runs of rural 
distribution wire. The automatic grips 
replace the deadend sleeves formerly 
used to attach the support wire at dead- 
end points. The deadend sleeves were 
time-consuming and difficult to apply 
on account of the extreme stiffness of 
the high strength support wire. The 
automatic grips have spring-operated 
jaws that open to accommodate the end 
of the support wire pushed through 
them, but sieze and hold the wire when 
it starts to pull back. They are well 
liked by construction crews. 

When rural distribution wire is 
placed in leads over four miles in 
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2-WifE MESSENGER 
MOUNTED TERMINAL 
ATTACHED TO SuP-~ 
PORT wIiRE 


TAPE WRAPPING “== 
TO ATTACH DROP WIRE 
TO RLUPAL DISTRIBUTION 
wi PE, 


New method using two-wire messenger mounted 
terminal attached to support wire. 


length, the transmission loss is such 
as to affect the service. In such cases, 
loading coils are installed to overcome 
the loss. Loading coils have been placed 
on leads of rural distribution wire be- 
tween Colon and Wahoo and_ be- 
tween Louisville and Manley, the last 
being six miles in length, the longest 
installed in LT&T territory to date. 


Showing two-wire messenger mounted terminal 
with rural distribution wire pair connected to 
binding posts. Here Ivan Tyrrell is placing piece 
of wire guard to protect the other conductors from 
contact with mounting screw on terminal. Object 
seemingly stuck into RD wire is wooden wedge 
used to separate conductors from support wire 
during the installation procedure. (Ivan at that 
time was on P. A. Wilkinson‘’s crew and location 
was in Elmwood. He is now a Construction Fore- 
man in charge of a crew working out of Lincoln.) 


R. M. Green G. A. Foster 


Linceln Lincoln 
45 Years 35 Years 


Margaret Francis 


Mary Meister 
Tecumseh Lincoln 


35 Years 30 Years 


Ella Hansen E. M, Barney 
Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years 1S Years 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


45 Years R. M. Green, Lincoln. 

A2 Years Mae Meduna, Wahoo; H. G. 
Taedter, Hebron. 

37 Years E. L. Dorland, Wahoo. 

36 Years T.C. Woods, Lincoln. 

35 Years G. A. Foster, Lincoln; Mary Meis- 
ter, Tecumseh. 

34 Years Carl Ahl, Lincoln; M. L. Hodge, 
Beatrice; Gladys Walker, Seward. 

31 Years C. A. Eggerss, W. T. Haas, Lin- 
coln; Hedwig Elmshaeuser, Beatrice. 

30 Years Margaret Francis, Ella Hansen, 
Lincoln. 

29 Years P. J. Caldwell, Lincoln. 

28 Years G. E. Miller, Lincoln. 

27 Years H.W. Armagost, David City. 

26 Years A. M. Newens, Nebraska City; 
R. O. Sherman, Lincoln. 


P. G. Radebaugh Vilma Dolista 
Lincoln Bruno 
15 Years 15 Years 


23 Years V.H. Baum, Lincoln; G. L. Caley, 
Fairbury. 

22 Years Mary Beaty, Wahoo; T. B. 
Hedges, Hastings; F. W. Norton, Lincoln. 
18 Years Lura Blackman, Lincoln. 

17 Years Virginia Coon, Beatrice. 

16. Years L. G. Hansen, Lincoln; Eleanor 
Lane, Weeping Water. 

15 Years E. M. Barney, P. G. Radebaugh, 
Lincoln; Vilma Dolista, Bruno; W. B. Imler, 
York. 

14 Years Esther Borchers, Lincoln; Violet 
Peterson, Nebraska City. 

13 Years J. J. Miller, Lincoln; Dorothy 
Trauernicht, Beatrice. 

12 Years Anna Bott, Hastings; Elaine Haw- 
kins, Lincoln; Raymond Johnsen, Cook. 


W. B. Imier Elizabeth Benda 
York Wymore 
15 Years 1.0 Years 


0. G. Hoffman 


11 Years Ferne Bade, Nemaha. 

10 Years Elizabeth Benda, Wymore: Aletha 
Bennett, E. J. Jungck, Hastings; Frank 
Fisher, D. C. Gilmore, Beatrice; E. J. Hoag- 
lin, O. G. Hoffman, D. E. Nelson, Theresa 
Peters, Lincoln. 

9 Years Mary Arthur, Esther Baker, Irene 
Stolz, Lincoln; Leona Benal, Wahoo; Velma 
Bock, Geneva; Henrietta Goracke, Tecum- 
seh; Donna Larsen, Hastings. 

8 Years Betty Hermann, Weeping Water; 
I. D. Schneider, Wilber Wolfe, Lincoln; 
Juanita Waring, Tecumseh. 

7 Years Verletta Alexander, Clyde Hig- 
gins, Lincoln. 

6 Years Ruth Goepfert, Lincoln. 

5 Years Ronald Ahl, Dee Sullivan, Lin- 
coln; Bonnie Teel, Nebraska City. 


Aletha Bennett E. J. Jungck 
Hastings Hastings 
10 Years 10 Years 
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Frank Fisher E. J. Hoaglin D. E. Nelson Theresa Peters 
Beatrice Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Yeurs 
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Sheila Mitchell R. W. Blackford 


Service Assistant Service Foreman 
Lincoln Lincoln 


) 


Joyce Hofker B. D. Pattison Bernadine Rempe 
Service Assistant Equipment Foreman Service Assistant 
Syracuse Lincoln Lincoln 


Promofions-Transfers-Title Changes 


Commercial 

Leona Benal, operator, Traffic, to cashier, 
Wahoo. 

Sandra Carter, clerk to advanced clerk, 
Lincoln. 

Viola Evans, cashier (temp.) to clerk 
(P.T.), rHebron. 

Carol Hiner, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 
Fairbury. 

Ramona Kenning, operator, Traffic, to 
cashier, Hebron. 

Plant 

Walter R. Bartels, splicer’s helper to 
splicer, Construction, Lincoln. 

R. W. Blackford, installer-repairman, COE, 
Lincoln, to service foreman, General Plant. 

Richard K. Bouwens, janitor to ware- 
houseman, Supply. 

Kenneth A. Darby, groundman to driver- 
lineman, Construction, Lincoln. 


Jerald R. Garrison, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction, Lincoln. 

D. D. Hessler, warehouseman, Supply, to 
switchman, Lincoln. 

C. A. Owens, garage serviceman, Supply, 
to groundman, Construction, Lincoln. 

B. D. Pattison, service foreman to equip- 
ment foreman, Lincoln. 

L. A. Scott, lineman, Lincoln to Hastings. 

V. P. Spears, combinationman to installer- 
repairman, PBX, wire chief's office, Lincoln. 

Traffic 

Carolyn Fielder, operator, Beatrice to Lin- 
coln. 

Cecilia Haverkamp, operator, Beatrice to 
Lincoln. 


Fern Hohbein, operator, Beatrice to Fair- 
bury. 

Eleanor Klaus, operator, Beatrice to Fair- 
bury. 

Alice Miller, operator, Beatrice to Lincoln. 

Sheila Mitchell, operator to service assist- 
ant, Lincoln. 

Bernadine Rempe, operator to service as- 
sistant, Lincoln. 

Dorothy Scheele, operator, Beatrice to 
Lincoln. 

Patsy Sherman, operator, Ashland to Lin- 
coln. 

Betty Skidmore, operator, Beatrice to Lin- 
coln. 

Joan Stava, operator to service assistant, 


Pauline Hinz, operator, Beatrice to Line Wahoo. 


coln. Alta Vance, operator, Ashland to Lincoln. 
Joyce Hofker, operator to service assistant, Delores Wunnenberg, operator, Beatrice 
Syracuse. to Lincoln. 


Wheatcraff is Tecumseh W.C. 


Erman L. Wheatcraft, installer-re- 
pairman COE of Nebraska City Plant, 
has been appointed as wire chief at 
Tecumseh where he succeeds J. H. Ro- 
land who recently moved to a similar 
position at Crete. 

Mr. Wheatcraft 
is rounding out his 
tenth year with 
LT&T. He was 
first employed as 
groundman at Fair- 
ry in October 
47. A year later 
he was promoted to 
c o m binationman 
and in that capacity 
moved to Friend in 
April 1949. He transferred to Crete 
as switchboardman in January 1954, 
and in May, of that year, joined the 
Nebraska City force. His new appoint- 


ment was effective July 1. 
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E. H. Wellman Turns Fortieth Year 

Ernest H. Wellman, area manager, Hebron, would have quite an entry for his diary, if he 
kept one, as he passed through a day of pomp, ceremony and handshaking on June 17. It seems 
that he was a day early in observing his 40th anniversary with the company—but what is one day 
compared with the 14,609 days he already had credited to his service record? 

“Ernie’’ began his career as groundman at Waco on June 18, 1917, and subsequently worked 
as installer or repairman at York, Stromsburg and Geneva. In 1921 he was appointed manager at 
Clay Center and made that town his headquarters until his move to Hebron as combinationman in 
1935. He was named area manager at Hebron in the fall of 1950. 

Mr. Wellman was guest of honor at a dinner party held at the Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln, on 
the aforesaid June 17. There his new service emblem was presented by M. M. Hale, vice president. 
Dinner guests, from left in the picture above, are: |. J. Devoe, K. L. Lawson, H. G. Taedter, John 


Spady, Mr. Wellman, M. C. Walker, Mr. Hale, A. O. Andrews, G. P. Barney, Houghton Furr, Walter F. 
Roberts and L. W. Cleveland. 
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Motor Vehicle Section 
Supply Department 


J. W. (Bill) Hartz, motor vehicle supervisor. 
John Litzenberg, garage foreman. 
Charles L. Bouse, mechanic. 


Dee J. Sullivan, serviceman; here he is entering 
record of lubrication and servicing of cars. 


Clarence Owens, night car washer, now a ground- 
man in Construction. 


Alyce Zwiener, stenographer, motor vehicle sec- 
tion. 


Paul Olson, night garage serviceman. 
Ivan L. Olson, mechanic, seasonal service. 


Paul Haith, Wesleyan student; part time car 
washer, recently transferred to Humboldt. 


Robert B. Baer, motor vehicle receiving clerk and 
parts man. 


Clyde S. Whittington, motor vehicle inspector. 
La Verne Scholl, night serviceman. 
Lloyd Opfer, night car washer. 


Richard L. Howey, N. U. student, part-time serv- 
iceman. 


Gerald E. Frazier, specializing in repair of heavy 
equipment. Familiar to all construction foremen 
in time of need. 


Part of the throng, enjoying their refreshments at the tour’s end. 
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Ashland Holds Open House 


The doors of the Ashland central 
office swung wide on June 8, from 
1:30 to 9:00 p.m., in an Open House 
for the people of the community. The 
building was bulging with visitors 
throughout the hours of the reception 
as men, women and juveniles, in al- 
most equal number, trooped through in 
a steady procession. 

The coming of the dial and the erec- 
tion of the trim telephone building 
have combined to become a subject of 
interest and pride for the citizens and 
this may account for the fine attend- 
ance of 826 registered at the Open 
House. The cutover took place on June 
2 and this was the first opportunity 
many of the subscribers had to view 
the new order of things. 


The visitors were greeted by Ed Dor- 
land, area manager, and Charles No- 
vak, manager at Ashland. The displays 
of old and new telephones, electronic 
secretary, automatic switching demon- 
stration unit, etc. were attended by R. 
H. Gray, Mae Meduna, A. M. Newens, 
Ed Ernst and Jim Cruickshank. The 
dial switching equipment and related 
apparatus were explained by Ed Piper, 
Claud Clary, W. R. Behrns, L. R. Cink, 
Elmer Bean, R. H. Berggren, H. E. But- 
ler and George Keith. Souvenirs were 
dispensed by Ruth Novak, Gladys Ball 
and Marian Barnes. Additional help- 
ing hands from the general office be- 
longed to Bill Quinn, A. B. Gorman 
and Loran Powell. 

At the conclusion of the tour the 
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“pitch” on colored handsets. 
guests were served refreshments by 
members of the local American Legion 
Auxiliary. 


Photographer Powell couldn’t resist clicking the 
shutter as he observed the approach of this group 
of curious young Americans. Born in an age of 
mechanical marvels, they still want to know what 
makes the wheels go ‘round. 


Journey's End 


Mrs. Lena Griffin, mother of Genevieve 
Griffin, Lincoln Traffic, passed away June 4. 
Funeral services were held at St. Mary's 
Cathedral in Lincoln and burial in Calvary. 


The funeral of Dean Schmersal, baby son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Schmersal, was held 
June 6 at Wadlow’s. Burial in Lincoln Me- 
morial Park. The baby’s mother, Lucile, 
works in Lincoln Traffic. 


Frank Jurgens, father of Franklin Jurgens, 
Beatrice Plant, died June 13. Funeral serv- 
ices were held June 15 at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church with burial at Evergreen Home Cem- 
etery. 


Sherman Klock, father of Oakel Butler. 
Auburn Traffic, passed away June 21. 


/ Serv, 
ices were held June 


23 in Auburn. 
Services were held July 1 in Lincoln for 
Charles Robinson, father of Ruth 


Strong, 
Accounting employee. 


Nebraska Looks Good 


For an insight into Nebraska’s agri- 
cultural prospects we quote excerpts 
from the June Newsletter. published by 
The Nebraska Farmer. a company 
which, through its research deparimen't, 
maintains a constant watch over chang - 
ing conditions and their effect on the 
rural economy: 

“Except for some flood damage, Ne- 
braska has never looked better from 
an agricultural standpoint. The late- 
winter and spring rains have been 
abundant over the entire state. 

The state’s final wheat crop estimate 
(June) before harvest has been upped 
to 67,969,000 bushels—some_ 11,000,000 
bushels more than the estimate in May. 

Despite replanting and late start, 
corn was making good progress by mid- 
June in most sections of the state with 
surface moisture generally sufficient 
for immediate needs. 

Prospects for hay and pasture were 
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well above average. The first cutting 
of alfalfa yielded excellent tonnage of 
high quality hay. Pastures also were 
above average on June 1. Warmer 
weather in recent weeks brightened the 
pasture outlook considerably. 

Livestock and _ livestock products 
normally account for about 70% of Ne- 
braska’s big farm income. Nebraska is 
the No. 2 state in the nation in beef, 
and it is 7th in hogs. 

Nebraska always has ranked among 
the first ten farm-income states. It is 
one of the billion-dollars-or-more class. 

Nebraska now has one-tenth of its 
crop land under irrigation. That means 
two million “super” acres. And Ne- 
braska is blessed with an abundant 
underground water system. At the 
moment the state is expanding its irri- 
gation faster than any other leading 
irrigation state in the nation—82% dur- 
ing the last five years. Another million 
acres will come under irrigation in the 
next decade, say the experts.” 


They Come Highly Recommended 


For many years LT&T employees have had available 
the payroll deduction plan for the purchase of U. S. Savings 
Bonds. Only last year bonds with a maturity value of nearly 
$100,000 were thus purchased by our people. 

Unhappily, the percentage of employees taking advantage 
of this safe and wise method of saving has dwindled through 
the years. Once many of our departments and areas were 
subscribed 100%. Now only about 20%, or 300 of our 1500 
employees are participating. 

Following the announcement of the recent increase in 
interest rates on Series E bonds, the company is again calling 
the attention of its employees to this sure method of increas- 
ing their material wealth and fortifying their future. 

Series E bonds sold since February 1, 1957 earn more 
interest than ever before—314, percent when held to ma- 
turity. The former rate was 3 percent. The maturity period 
has been shortened from 9 years 8 months to 8 years 11 
months. Immediate redemption values also are improved. 
The new bonds yield a full 3 percent interest after three 
years while the old bonds yielded only 214 percent at that 
point. 

The bonds may be redeemed at any time after two 
months from the issue date at an incorporated bank, trust 
company or other financial institution which is qualified as 
a paying agent. 

Merle M. Hale, vice president, addressed a letter to all 
employees and pensioners, suggesting that those who are not 
now participating should take advantage of the advanced 


value of the bonds and enroll in the payroll savings plan. 
Application cards for the purchase of bonds were enclosed 
with the letter. When the bonds are fully paid for they 
will be sent to the employee. 
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Ray Clinton Garners 35-Year Emblem 


If R. L. Clinton was looking for a steady job, he found one back in 
June 1922 with LT&T. That’s the main reason he was able to pose in 
the center of the fine group of plant people shown here and receive his 
35-year service pin from Charles B. Meshier, district plant manager. This 
is the one our Lincoln maintenance inspector will wear proudly in the 
future, for retirement will preclude his receiving one five years hence. It 
will be noted that both he and Mr. Meshier have lost their ancient title as 
the company’s “thin men,”’ though no one begrudges them the extra pound- 
age which becomes them so well. 

Grouped behind them, from left, are: Betty Obert, Ivan Paddack, Les 


Livingston, Claude Helm, Ralph Connors, Thelma Wisen, Dorothy Miller and 
Louise Roth. 
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Drenching 


The streams and rivers of LT&T-land have been flowing bank full during the past several weeks 


in one of the finest watery seasons we have seen for many a year. But it remained for the peppery 
rain of Monday, July 1, to cut heavily into the factor of telephone service. The rain began in the 
capital city shortly before eight a.m. and continued in steady downpour throughout the morning. By 
the time the clouds rolled by Lincoln had received an official 4.67 inches of precipitation, while rain 
gauges in the eastern section of the city showed that upward of six inches had fallen there. The rain- 
fall was the heaviest experienced in Lincoln for nearly half a century. 

Lincoln is bisected by two streams: Antelope Creek and Dead Man’‘s Run. Beth their channels 
became raging torrents in short order and their valleys, as well as other lowlands of the city, were 
flooded temporarily. By evening the waters had receded, but too late to avert major damage to up- 
ward of 200 homes through flooded basements and undermined foundations. 

Telephone service suffered severely as close to 2,000 telephones were out of service for various 
iengths of time. More than 30 cases of cable trouble were reported and several manholes were filled 
with water. Most of the troubles were cleared, however, by evening of the next day. 

The 21st and L streets building, shown at right in the picture above, was surrounded for several 
hours by the spill-over from Antelope Creek, which lies two blocks to the east. Folks in the building 
were marooned until well into the afternoon. 
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High Priced Poetry 


One of our news writing staff has turned her 
talents toward the commercial field with startling 
success. She is Kathleen Carey who, for several 
months, has written the ‘‘Personalities’’ column 
for Lincoln Traffic. Mrs. Carey entered a contest 
sponsored by Safeway Stores, Inc., in which she 
composed the last line of a “‘jingle’’ poem. She 
sent in six entries and isn’t sure which met the 
judges’ favor but one of them earned a brand 
new ‘57 Oidsmobiie two-door Holiday coupe. Mrs. 
Carey poses beside her prized possession in the 
picture above. The award was made by the Fair- 
fax Baking Company on June 10. 


Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 

J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Our Cover 


The cover family for July is the Hansens of 
David City; Herman, who is a combinationman; 
Jean, his wife; Kelley Ruth and Frank, their chil- 
dren. Herm has need for a yacation this year for 
he has undertaken the added task of building his 
own home, which forms the background of the 
cover. With his own boat and a cabin trailer on 
the river, the Hansens can steal a few restful 
hours whenever the urge demands. 

The admonition to all our vacationers, whether 
their destination is near or far, is to drive watch- 
fully, carefully and within the speed limit. Be- 
ware of deep water, the searing sun and poisonous 
Plants. It’s serious business—these vacations. 


Auburn's Dial is Showing 


A recent property purchase by LT&?T 
at Auburn points the way toward the 
pursuance of plans for the conversion 
of that exchange to the dial system. 


The property is located on the south- 
east corner of 15th and L streets, across 
from the library. It will become the 
site of a new telephone building to 
serve Auburn and adjacent rural areas. 
The purchase was made from Mr. and 


Mrs. Robert Cole. 


Further details and contemplated 
dates will be released as soon as plans 
and engineering specifications have 
been completed. It is expected, how- 
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part of this year. The Auburn ex- 
change, at the present time, serves 
1840 telephones, of which 412 are rural. 


No August Issue 


Once again the News will suspend 
publication during one summer month, 
but as nothing can stay the march of 
progress, the events that transpire be- 
tween July 1 and September 1 will be 
noted and duly recorded in the issue 
that will make its appearance on Sep- 
tember 20. 

Meanwhile the editor will travel 
west for another look at California and 
its famous climate. Maybe he didn’t 
see it at its best the last time out— 
maybe he did. But no matter which 
way the old car travels, it begins to 
purr as it crosses the last state line on 
its homeward journey. Like its occu- 
pants, it breathes better in Nebraska! 


There's No Substitute 
For First Aid Training 


Arthur T. Albers, service foreman of 
Lincoln Plant, takes a bow, along with 
the company’s First Aid instruction 
program, in a letter received by Walter 
F. Roberts, personnel director, on 
June 4. 

Mr. Albers was 
near at hand when 
an accident befell 
a neighborhood 
child. He recog- 
nized that an artery 
had been severed in 
the foot, and by ap- 
plying proper first 
aid he was able to 
stem the flow of 
blood, afterward 
accompanying the young girl to the 
hospital. The letter, from the girl’s 
mother, reads as follows: 

“Dear Mr. Roberts: This is to in- 
form you that your Safety meetings 
and First Aid classes do have wonder- 
ful results. On May 31, my daughter 
Jonece had a home accident in which 
she severed an artery. One of your 
employees, Art Albers, applied his 
knowledge of First Aid and kept her 
from bleeding to death, before he 
rushed her to the hospital. I do say 
‘thank you’ to the telephone company 
for having the classes, to the instructor 
and to Mr. Albers. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. John Debus 
806 Washington 
Lincoln, Nebr.” 


A. T. Albers 
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The camera caught this group at the 1927 
company picnic. Front row: G. O. Seaton, H. A. 
Seamark, Alex Geist and R. S. Brewster. Back row: 
Ralph Breiner, Carrie Brown, L. ©. Anderson, M. 
T. Caster, W. E. Bell, and J. H. Agee. 


Annual Picnic--August 10 


Summers have a way of flying by 
and almost before you know it the 
annual employees picnic will be here. 
The date is set for August 10, with the 
customary setting at Capitol Beach, 
Lincoln. Committees already are at 
work with plans and preparation. 

This will be sort of an anniversary 
affair, for it was 45 years ago that the 
first LT&T picnic was held—also at 
Capitol Beach. The 1912 picnic was a 
“hatchet burying” holiday, designed 
to instill the spirit of fellowship into 
the two segments of LT&T employees. 
The company only recently had pur- 
chased the Nebraska Bell properties 
and its personnel had been transferred 
to the LT&T payroll. But the bitter 
rivalry of Bell and Automatic forces, 
which had prevailed for years, could 
not be erased so easily. Hence the 
first company picnic, which accom- 
plished its purpose so successfully that 
the event has become a tradition with 
the passing of years. 

See you at the picnic, August 10. No 
doubt it will be bigger and better 
than ever. Most of them are, 


Open House af Beatrice 


The Beatrice building and its equip- 
ment have received close inspection 
from several groups in a series of Open 
Houses beginning June 28 when em- 
ployees and their families were invited 
to tour the building during the even- 
ing. 

On July 2 and 3 several civic and 
service groups of Beatrice were guests 
of the exchange and on July 10 and 11 
the doors were thrown open to the pub- 
lic. The tours were too late to meet 
the deadline for the July News. 


Posies For llene Kassebaum 


Toll operators have long been noted 
as successful tracers of missing persons 
and no one knows how many outstand- 
ing examples of detective work on their 
part have gone unnoticed or unsung. 
That makes letters such as the one 
printed here all the more appreciated. 
Operator 78, referred to, is Ilene Kasse- 
baum, who has been employed in Lin- 
coln Traffic only since April 22 of 
this year. But, as her chief operator 
says, “I think she has acquired the 
meaning of service in a short time.” 
The letter, addressed to Melba Rich- 
ards, chief operator at Lincoln, follows: 


“Dear Miss Richards: May | say your 
Operator 78 certainly deserves a lot of 
credit for the way she handles a long dis- 
tance person-to-person call. | wish to give 
her the highest commendation. Her ability 
Proves to be outstanding. She was most 
gracious, patient and thorough. Your oper- 
ator located my party who had moved two 
years ago from New Jersey to Alabama, 
Which | think is fabulous. Again may | 
say, thank you for the wonderful service 
and Operator 78. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. J. T. Connolly 
2119 A Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska” 


Viola Clough Injured in 
Traffic Mishap 


A tragic highway accident near Ma- 
con, Missouri on June 1 resulted in 
serious injuries to Viola Clough, Lincoln 
Operator, and claimed the lives of her 
mother and brother, who were with 
her in the car. 

Miss Clough was beginning her va- 
cation, and the three were on their 
way to a church assembly in the 
Ozarks. Some 12 miles east of Macon 
they met a truck on a bridge. A huge 
machine, being carried on the truck, 
apparently struck a girder and toppled 
onto the Clough car as it was passing. 

Miss Clough was taken first to a 
Macon hospital and later brought by 
ambulance to Lincoln, where she re- 
mained hospitalized for several weeks. 
The fact that she was reclining in the 
back seat of the car at the time of the 
accident undoubtedly saved her life. 

Her mother, Mrs. Hulda Clough, 72, 
and her brother Clarence, 32, were in 
the front seat and received the full im- 
pact of the falling piece of equipment. 
The family originally were from Hum- 
boldt and had lived in Lincoln about 
15 years. 


Mayme Honored al Brunch . 


Sax 


When the Pioneer chapter received a visit from Mayme Workman, of the national ITPA office, 
at its annual banquet, Saturday, June 8, the flight schedule for her return journey enabled her to 
remain in Lincoln most of the next day. That happy circumstance gave rise to the notion of organizing 
a Sunday “brunch” in her honor. And so it came fo pass. 

There was no time to publish bulletins or sound a clarion call, but B. A. Isaman got on the 
telephone and the lucky few who received his ring subscribed, almost to a person, to be present. 
Mr. Isaman especially sought out the past presidents of the local chapter and seven were able to 


be on hand. 


When called upon for “a few remarks,” Mrs 


Workman again paid high compliment to the 


Frank H. Woods Chapter for its continuing aim of meking chapter activities so interesting and 
valuable that those who are eligible would desire to be a part. The success of this ambition is 
written in the national records where the chapter retains its place as the largest and most active of all. 

Mrs. Workman is seated in the left background of the picture, with A. B. Gorman, Myra Metcalf 


and B. A. Isaman. 


Thanks, Mr. Mahoney 


Although some folks say we get 
more value from criticism than from 
praise, it still brings 
a pleasant glow to 
find in the morn- 
ing’s mail a letter 
such as the one be- 
low. We think Mr. 
Drewell is to be 
congratulated for 
performing his 
work in such a 
manneras to 
prompt the writing 
of the letter to Merle M. Hale, vice 
president. It is quoted here in its en- 
tirety: 

“Dear Merle: Saturday (June 15) at 
2:30 p.m. our house was struck by light- 
ning. Your Mr. Eldon Drewel gave us ex- 
cellent service in spite of many exasperat- 
ing breaks in the line. He never walked 
any place, he always ran. Moreover and 
mostly, he was pleasant and smiling all 
the while. Such public relations do not go 
unnoticed nor unappreciated by me. 

Yours truly, 
J. Phillip Mahoney 


3430 Touzalin 
Lincoln, Nebraska” 


E. W. Drewel 


LT&I Directors Visit Beatrice 


Traveling by chartered bus, the mem- 
bers of the Board of Directors, with 
department heads and officials of the 
company, visited the new Beatrice 
telephone building following the quar- 
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terly meeting of the Board at Lincoln 
on June 21. 


While in Beatrice the group met at 
a luncheon at the Paddock Hotel with 
Mayor Allen Davison, members of the 
city council, President H. M. Wilker- 
son and directors of the Chamber of 
Commerce. 


The trip follows the custom estab- 
lished in 1952 of visiting various cities 
in the company’s territory following 
meetings of the Board, to enable the 
directors to become better acquainted 
with the operating territory of the com- 
pany, its exchanges, personnel and 
plant facilities. 


University D.S.A. To Elliott 


J. Stewart Elliott, newest member of 
the company’s board of directors, was 
one of four former U. of N. graduates 
to receive the Distinguished Service 
Award, conferred jointly by the Uni- 
versity Board of Regents and the Alum- 
ni Association. The awards were pre 
sented at Lincoln, June 8. 


Mr. Elliott was a member of the 
class of 1910 and, besides his business 
activities, has been very active in civic 
affairs. He is a life member of the 
Alumni Association and an executive 
committeeman of the University Foun- 
dation, He is past president of the 
Alumni Innocents Society. 


Carleton Bids Farewell fo Manual Sysfem 
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Marvin Pilfold, who took the pictures on this page, 
reports: “This was only a small part of the crowd at the 
Carleton conversion. There were approximately 50 peo- 
ple present at one time.” Probably more interest was 
shown in this conversion by townspeople than in any 


other recent cutover. 


The people of Carleton turned out 
almost en masse on June 4 to have a 
look at their brand new dial telephone 
system and to pay their respects to a 
very popular chief operator and her 


staff. 


The dial switching equipment was 
installed in a newly-erected CDO build- 
ing and the operating capacity increased 
from 85 to 100 lines to better serve 
the exchange’s 96 telephones. Follow- 
ing the conversion Willard W. Swen- 
son, mayor of the town, made the first 
long distance call over the new system 
to K. L. Lawson, general commercial 
superintendent at Lincoln. 

The little building was then given 
a thorough inspection by townsneonle 
in an impromptu Open House, with as 


Phil Bailey, cable 
splicer, Construction, 
making final inspection 
of his work prior to the 
cufover. 


Carleton’s Mayor Willard W. 
Swenson makes the first long 
distance call as E. H. Wellman, ment immediately following the 
area manager, looks on. 
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Myrtle Smith (right) admires her beauti- 
ful Elgin wrist watch presented to her by 
Carleton subscribers. She also received an 
exchange telephone directory signed by all 
subscribers. Margaret Lautenschlager, 
Davenport C.O., is shown at left. 


many as 50 being present at one time. 
It developed that the subscribers had 
been solicited by one of their number 
to share in a “going away” present for 
Myrtle M. Smith, who has served the 
exchange for more than a dozen years 
as chief operator. The gift was pre- 
sented, shortly after the cutover, by 
Lela B. Walker, a subscriber. It was 
an elegant 21-jewel Elgin watch which 
Mrs. Smith was asked to wear in token 
of the regard in which she is held by 


her former telephone family. 


Carleton was one of the exchanges 
originally built by the Thayer County 
Telephone Company, an Independent 
concern of which W. C. Cooper was 
manager for several years. The com- 
pany was purchased by LT&T in 1914. 


F. M. McCormick, COE installer- 
repairman, making tests of equip- 


conversion. 
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New Employees 


Accounting 
Anna Avery ......-..--- Mach. Opr. ...... 5-20 
Maxine Jansen .......- Mach. Opr. ...... 6- 3 
Patricia McIntyre ....Mach. Opr. ...... 5-27 
Commercial 
Patricia Calcaterra ..Clerk, Lincoln .. 6- 5 
Plant 

B. S. Anderson .....- Grdmn., Lincoln .. 6-10 
Verper Desen .....- Sve. Opr., Lincoln .. 6- 3 
Kenneth Dill .......- Grdmn., Lincoln .. 6- 3 
Gale Hagel, Jr. ....Grdmn., York _..... 6-10 
Etmer G. Kane ....]nst.—Reprmn, COE, 

Nebr. City .. 6-19 
Sylvester Nespor ....Janitor, Fairbury .. 6-24 
Gary L. Smedley ....Grdmn., Lincoln .. 6- 3 

Traffic 

Nancy Ackerman ...... Gory, ‘York’. <2. 6- 3 
Beverly Anderson ...... Opr., York ...... 6- 3 
Sherley Boeck ..-..-.--.-- Opr., Auburn .. 6-17 
Dorothy Ellenz .......... Opr., Lincoln .. 6- 6 
Joann Fisher ..........-.-- Opr., Geneva .. 6-10 
Nancy Gottula .......... Opr., Tecumseh 6- 4 
Carol Hansen ......-.-.-. Opr., Lincoln .. 5-27 
Violet Hofferber -....... Opr., Wahoo .. 6-17 
Shirley JAVOG) sos cecs 232 Opr., Lincoln .. 5-27 
Priscilla McKlem ........ Opr., Wahoo .. 6- 3 
Margaret Miles .-.......-- Opr., Lincoln .. 6- 5 
Lucille Ohnoutka ...... Opr., Lincoln .. 5-27 
Virairiid Otto c2cc.222 Opr., Fairbury .. 5-21 
Bettye Sheffield ..-..... Opr., Lincoln .. 6- 3 
LaDelle Shidler* .......- Opr., Hastings... 5-20 
Rita Vyhlidal ......-..... Opr., Wahoo .. 5-27 
Roxie Weber .......------- Opr., Hastings... 5-20 


* Re-employed 


Blessed Events 


A daughter, Lori Lynn, arrived at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Merl Sherman on 
May 3. Merl is employed in Lincoln Com- 
mercial and Mary was formerly an employee 
of Printing Service. 

Mr. and Mrs. B. L. Chrapkowski are the 
proud parents of a girl, Joni Lynn, born 
May 23. Shirley is on leave from Hastings 
Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Tejcka are the 
proud parents of a girl, Karen Denise, born 
May 30. Dick is employed in the Lincoln 
I OTIC: 

A daughter, Susan Mae, was born June 7 
to Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Eisenbarth. Paul 
works in the wire chief's department at Lin- 
coln. 

A son, Dennis James, was born June 10 
to Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Wilson. Leota 
is on leave from Hastings Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. D. Mather announce 
the birth of a daughter, Denise Renee. born 
June 15. Darrell is a member of the Weep- 
ing Water plant department. 

A son, Steven Thomas, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Steward, Engineering, on 
June 17. 

The proud parents of a girl named Jane 
Marie are Mr. and Mrs. Don Young, com- 
binationman at Beatrice. Their daughter 
was born June 20. 

Richard and Mona Washut are rejoicing 
over the arrival of Richard Paul. born Tune 
24. Mona is on leave from Lincoln Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Eitzmann, Engineer- 
ing, announce the arrival of a daughter, 
Karren Ann, on June 28. 


State Directors’ Champ 


Ca 


Photo: Hastings Tribune 
F. L. McCormick 


Fred L. McCormick, of Hastings 
Plant, extended his prowess with a 
shooting iron to statewide extent by 
winning the Directors’ Shoot in the 
79th annual Nebraska State Trapshoot 
in mid-June. Mr. McCormick posted 
his winning score of 194 of 200 tar- 
gets on the opening day of the meet. 

Fred has a record of about eight 
years of competitive shooting behind 
him, averaging two shoots a week. He 
has won several rifle trophies and at 
least a half-dozen shotgun meets. He 
loads all his own shells, both shotgun 
and rifle. He is a member of the Cen- 


tral Nebraska Gun Club. 


Happiness Ahead 


Karyl Lusch, Wahoo Traffic, became the 
bride of Richard Kellas in a ceremony per- 
formed at Sidney, Iowa, on April 12. 

The marriage of Carolyn Fisbeck, Fair- 
bury Traffic, and Francis Fisher was per- 
formed in the American Lutheran Church at 
Fairbury on June 2. 

Merle Schneider, installer-repairman, COE, 
and Esther Elam were married in Lincoln 
on June 6. 

Marilyn F. Snook, Lincoin Traffic, be- 
came the bride of John E. Dirks in a cere- 
mony performed in the chapel of the First 
Christian Church, Lincoln, on June 25. 


Some Good Pointers 


The Lincoln Better Business Bureau 
summed up the reasons why many peo- 
ple become sadder but wiser when cer- 
tain transactions turn sour. We thought 
they should be passed along for the 
benefit and profit of LT&T employees: 

1. They fail to “‘investigate before they in- 
vest... . . relying too much on the verbal 
representations of salesmen. 

2. They believe they have a legal right to 
change their minds after purchasing. 

3. They sign contracts without reading or 
understanding them and they fail to ob- 
tain a copy of the contract they sign. 

4. They believe they can buy ‘’wholesale’’ when 
it is obvious that no one can do a retail 
business at wholesale prices. 

5. They fail to consider whether representations 
are reasonable and fail to get important 
representations in writing. 

6. They do not obtain bids or even estimates 
in writing before authorizing work to be 
done. 

7. They fail to check the reputation of sales- 
men before buying or placing orders. 

8. They do not determine whether representa- 
tions which have been made agree with the 
facts. 

9. They fail to obtain legal or other expert 
advice before purchasing a home or other 
major item. 

10. They believe it is “‘investing’’ when buying 
securities. when very often it is 
“‘sdecuiating’’ in unsound offerings. 

11. They accept promises or predictions of the 
future as representations of material facts. 

12. They ignore manufacturers’ or dealers’ in- 
structions on use of equipment or ‘’wear 
and tear’’ suggestions on clothing or other 
materials. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
tit Association in June 1957: 


Primary Members: Cleo Hartman, Account- 
Ing, $15.00; Donald Nelson, Accounting, $75.30; 
Marie Jackson, Engineering, $15.00; William 
Leitgeb, Engineering, $212.10; Jane Phillips, 
Engineering $145.90; J. D. Schrepf, Engineer- 
ing, $25.00; C. W. Helm, General Plant, $15.00; 
R. J. Roth, Engineering, $25.00; B. L. Braziel, 
Lincoln Plant, $25.00; A. L. Dougherty, Lin- 
coln Plant, $6.00; Myron Shavlik, Lincoln 
Plant, $46.00; Lucille Sorge, Lincoln Plant, 
$363.15; H. D. Wart, Lincoln Plant, $634.50; 
D. W. Weikle, Lincoln Plant, $5.00; Harvey 
Gesch, Supply, $20.00; E. M. Massie, Non- 
Functional, $606.25; H. E. Butler, Ashland 
Plant, $128.75: B. L. Ford, Beatrice Plant, 
$40.70; H. O. Gillespie, Beatrice Plant, $74.55; 
W. R. Minich, Geneva Plant, $119.10; L. H. 
Lane, Weeping Water Plant, $7.50; Pansey 
Kechely, Beatrice Traffic, $50.05; Verna Mae 
Ewald, Beatrice Traffic, $329.90; Phyllis Lu- 
kassen, David City Traffic, $6.00; Camilla Sel- 
zer, David City Traffic, $6.00; Virginia Baker, 
Geneva Traffic, $43.00; Catherine Vandenburg, 
David City Traffic, $16.00; Patricia Sperry, 
Hastings Traffic, $27.50; Regina Bethscheider, 
Hebron Traffic, $42.50; Violet Peterson, Ne- 
braska City Traffic, $10.00; Gertrude Little- 
thunder, Lincoln Traffic, $380.00; Mabel Volpp, 
Lincoln Traffic, $134.35; F. E. Behm, Pension, 
$423.00; Mary Carroll, Pension, $24.00; A. E. 
Dulin, Pension, $15.00; D. D. Eckles, Pension, 
$15.00; B. R. Overeash (Deceased), $581.50. 


Dependents: Lincoln: Mrs. David Guthrie, 
$25.00; Dixie Hibbert, $12.50; Mrs. C. E. Law- 
son, $40.00; Gary Lohmeier, $6.70; Barbara 
Phillips, $145.90: Rose Roth, $6.00; Mrs. T. W. 
tyan, $10.00; Mrs. O. D. Spencer, $183.55; Mrs. 
R. A. Stall, $35.00; Rebecca Amos, Auburn, 
$6.00; Robert Eckles, Beatrice, $83.00; Mrs. G. 
L. Caley, Fairbury, $15.50; Elizabeth Caley, 
Fairbury, $35.00. 
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Company Sponsors Traffic 
Safety Program 
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Captain Morton 


Now in progress is a series of 18 
programs being held throughout the 
territory featuring Captain Bill Morton 
of the Lancaster County Sheriff's De- 
partment. Captain Morton is a magi- 
cian and a veteran of over 10,000 pro- 
fessional appearances. The program 
consists of a one-hour magic show, 
billed as the “World's Greatest Traffic- 
Safety-Magic-Program.” 

Captain Morton’s appearances in 
this series are sponsored by LT&T, 
with the public invited through posters, 
handbills, newspaper ads and radio and 
TV announcements. Admission is free. 
The company’s sponsorship of the show 
affirms its interest in traffic safety and 
good driving habits, 

Captain Morton will make appear- 
ances between July 15 and August 5 
at the following area points in the 
order in which they are listed: Wahoo, 
Seward, Plattsmouth, Nebraska City, 
David City, Hastings, Hebron, Ge- 
neva, York, Superior, Stromsburg, 5Sut- 
ton, Auburn, Tecumseh, Pawnee City, 
Beatrice, Fairbury and Crete. 


Bowlers Look Ahead 


Sixteen hopeful telephone teams will 
take to the alleys in September to vie 
for the crown in the Lincoln men’s 
league. Half the teams will roll on 
Wednesday nights, the rest on Thurs- 
days. The 35-week seasons’ begin 
September 4 and 5. League officers al 
ready are busy assigning team mem- 
bers, appointing captains, buying shirts, 
etc. Looks like big times He ahead. 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


David City Area 


by Vivian Dee 


Merna Bates, Lena Conrad and Irene Swan 
attended the Pioneer banquet at Lincoln.... 
Eve Dunning and family spent a week tour- 
ing Colorado Springs, Santa Fe and Las 
Vegas. . . . Phyllis Lukassen vacationed in 
Kansas and New Mexico. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvey Armagost and son Jim idled away two 
weeks in California. . . Betty Ladwig has 
been on the sick list for four weeks with a 
case of whooping cough. The bowling 
season is now over. The telephone team 
“Wrong Numbers” didn’t do so well but there 
is one consolation, a booby prize is better 
than none at all. Better luck for the gals 
next season. ... Seems like Peg Murphy and 
Lois Winterfeld are doomed with tornados 
when they leave town. The girls outran the 
tornado cloud which almost destroyed Mil- 
ford a few weeks ago. Last Friday night they 
were forced to outrun the tornado which 
struck near Bellwood. We hope their good 
luck keeps up. , . The plant department 
has really been kept busy as the result of 
oe strong winds which hit this area several 
imes. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen 


“Take me out to the Ball Game” is the 
theme song of Plant, Traffic and Commercial 
these days. ...A most welcome visitor in 
the office this month was Ethyl Armstrong, 
former cashier, who now lives at Seattle.... 
Vacations are in full swing right now. ... 
Miss Bader spent a week visiting her brother 
and family at Decatur, Illinois, A. M. Newens, 
Betty Christensen, Bonnie Teel and Helen 
Wurtele also have taken a week’s vacation. 

Kathryn Owens spent a week at St. 
James, Minnesota. Mary Ross visited friends 
in California, and Dorothy Davis sent a card 


from Aurora, Missouri. . . . Irene Combs and 
Ernest Barney, Lincoln, spent a few days at 
the Nebraska City Office last month. ... The 


Commercial girls spent a most enjoyable day 
in Lincoln attending a Sales meeting held 
by W. D. Quinn. They also visited different 
departments meeting employees, which they 
surely enjoyed. Congratulations to Al 
Letellier on his 40th anniversary, .. . Those 
few gray hairs that Ivan Livingston has 
acquired this past month are due to the fact 
that his grandchildren surprised them with 
a week-end visit. Ivan still can't figure out 
where those kids get all their pep. 


Plattsmouth Area 


by Thelma Tritsch 


Darrell Mather is back to work after a two- 
week vacation taking it easy around home 
and awaiting the arrival of the stork. As one 
can expect, the baby arrived in the wee 
hours of the week Darrell returned to work. 
Congratulations. . Esther Ellis, part-time 
clerk at Weeping Water, took two weeks off 
for a vacation in the Pacific coast states... . 
Ben Anderson, Plattsmouth plant, and family 
have returned from a vacation in Colorado. 
: Grace Heigl and family vacationed in 
California, visiting relatives and seeing every- 
thing of interest along the way. ... We are 
happy to have Delores Keunning, Plattsmouth 
Traffic, back with us after several weeks of 
absence due to illness. . Alice Sharpnack 
was the recipient of a nice box of candy for 
her efforts in completing a call for one of 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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our subscribers. A group from Platt- 
smouth attended the Pioneer banquet in Lin- 
coln, and everyone reported a very nice 
time. . . . Looking out our window recently, 
we cast our eyes on a beautiful new car 
and was informed that the owner is Dan 
Talty, plant department. ... We were glad 
to have Mrs. E. A. Ernst with us, working 
in the commercial office during the absence 
of Mrs. Heigl. 


Wahoo Area 


by Leona Benal and Mary Beaty 

Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Olsen vacationed at 
home, just taking life easy. Mildred 
Lanik and husband spent their vacation see- 
ing the sights of California. . Henrietta 
Maly spent a weekend in Wananeingo, Min- 
nesota. . . . Ed Piper is sporting a new Ply- 
mouth station wagon. ... Rose Marie Meduna 
and Mary Ann Sedlacek spent their vacation 
at Colorado Springs. ... Mildred Lanik and 
husband, and Henrietta Maly attended a ball 
game at Kansas City. . Joy Knisley at- 
tended a family reunion at Madison, South 
Dakota. . . . Francis Nichelson spent his va- 
cation at home. 


Seward Area 


by Helen Norwood 


Vacations are in full swing. Jerry Shipley 
spent one week of his vacation at home and 
fishing on the West Blue. Wayne Menze 
spent his vacation at home. Emma Meyer, 
janitress, also spent her vacation at home. 
Helen Norwood and husband spent their va- 
cation at Pequoit Lakes, Minnesota fishing 
and visiting relatives. Two of our clan got 
the trailer “bug.” Lydia Jones bought a 
trailer house to go on vacation and Jerry 
Shipley has one for fishing trips. . . . Dick 
Fisher was recently elected President of the 
Milford Lions Club. . . . Lola Langner, Shir- 
ley Niemann and Dick Fischer attended a 
sales meeting at Lincoln recently. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


Lila Morris, Traffic, and two small daugh- 
ters left June 29 to join her husband at 
Chitose A.F.B. in Japan. They will be there 
two years. ... Myron Birdsley is back from 


a week’s vacation of resting and fishing. 
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At the Pioneer bancuet, H. M. (Bud) Miller, 
General Shop, talks over old times with Bob 
Schouborg, center, who drove in from Holdrege 
to be on hand. Mr. Schouborg’s granddaughter 
stands at right. Bob began his telephone career 
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He reports that his luck was pretty good. 
Myron also spent a weekend in St. Louis 
watching the Dodgers and Cardinals play 
ball. The game he enjoyed the most was 
the Sunday one when the Cardinals won.... 
Among the ball fans here are Doris Peterson 
and Bertie Bohl, who play on the Auburn 
Girls Softball team, but as yet have not 
been able to report any wins. . . . Dorothy 
Biggerstaff and Yours Truly enjoyed the day 
spent in Beatrice attending Mr. Quinn’s sales 
meeting and seeing the new building. ‘ 
Orva Jean Gobber is back at work after a 
vacation of caring for her little girl and 
cleaning house. 


Beatrice Area 


by Dorothy Trauernicht and Frank Fisher 


June has been a busy and eventful month 
in Beatrice. Everyone has been training, 
studying, calling subscribers, etc., getting 
ready for the big day—June 16. That was “‘D” 
day—a new dial system and direct distance 
dialing for Beatrice. We have all been busy, 
sometimes tired, but very proud of our new 
office. . . . We did take time out one eve- 
ning and enjoyed Marcella O’Bryan’s films 
and talk on her visit to Europe. Lela Watson, 
Myra Metcalf and Mary Bornemeier served 
delicious refreshments. There was a 
covered dish supper in honor of Alice Reents 
and Elsie Cooper, with a report of good food 
and an enjoyable time by everyone. Alice is 
moving to North Dakota and Elsie is moving 
to Wymore. ... We have had in our midst 
a beauty queen. Mila Jackson was chosen 
“Miss Beatrice’? and competed in the ‘Miss 
Nebraska” pageant. Mila is now competing 
in the Dairy Princess contest. . .. To the 
former Beatrice operators who transferred to 
different towns we bid fond adieu and wish 
them much success in their new jobs... . 
Don Young has been very lucky with his 
fishing. Among the ones that didn’t get away 
was a 20-pound catfish caught in the Blue 


River. 


Fairbury Area 


by Carol E. Hiner 
Helen DeBord went to Denver to attend 
the graduation of her daughter-in-law, Mrs. 
Bob DeBord, from the University. Helen 
also spent her vacation in Kansas City attend- 
ing the Union Convention. .. . Carolyn Fisher 
and husband spent their honeymoon in the 
Black Hills. Yellowstone Park, Vallejo, and 
Downey, California visiting relatives. 
Bertha Pingel spent her vacation at home: 
likewise Jack Ruble and Floyd Nave. . 
Dorcus Slater vacationed a few days at Con- 
cordia, Lincoln and at home. While in Con- 
cordia she saw the aftermath of the tornado. 
_..T. E. Longdon has spent several weekends 
at Hood Lake at Central City fishing. ae 
At Tobias, Chief Operator Marlene Kirchoff 

vacationed two weeks at home. 


Tecumseh Area 


by Henri Goracke 


Vacation time was started by Vernabelle 
Mommens. She was busily engaged at home 
with interior decorating. After completion it 
was hard to tell which had the most paint, 
Vernabelle or the walls. . .. Vera Norvell’s 
vacation is also long gone. She must have 
really celebrated the first week because the 
last week she was on the sick list. .. . Waldo 
Harrington spent his entire time visiting 
relatives in Yates Center, Kansas, He reports 
he did nothing but eat, sleep and gain weight. 

_ Bonnie Taylor entertained all employees 
at her home with a coffee, at which de- 


55 years ago. He retired as Beatrice wire chief. licious pie and coffee were served. 
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Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


The girls in the traffic department had a 
picnic supper in honor of Gladys Hennessey, 
who is leaving to resume her housekeeping 
duties. . . . Nata Hershey is back at the old 
routine after a very enjoyable three weeks’ 
vacation visiting her sister and family in 
California. . . . Helen Adermann, chief opera- 
tor, spent a week’s vacation at home. ; 
Velma Bock and husband spent a week's 
vacation in Texas, ... We are happy to learn 
that W. R. Minich is on the road to recovery 
after his recent submissions to surgery. 


Hastings Area 
by Marilyn Shacklett 


With summer here, many employees are 
enjoying vacations and summer outings. Sev- 
eral of the girls are beginning to show nice 
suntans—and also some burns—from their 
recent trips to the Platte river and Lake 


McConaughy. . . . Donna Larson, Dixie Price 
and Arliss Reiber have returned to work fol- 
lowing vacations spent at home... . Audrey 


McKeown spent her vacation in Rock Island, 
Illinois, visiting her sister... . Carol Cum- 
mings, who recently moved to Arizona, was 
surprised at work one evening when the 
girls gave her a farewell party... . Phyllis 
MeCallum and husband have moved into their 
new home. Phyllis tells us she is having 
trouble finding things, there is so much more 
room than they had in their trailer home. 


Hebron Area 
by Ramona J. Kenning 

Vacation time has started in the Hebron 
area. Regina Bethscheider, chief operator, 
vacationed in Michigan, visiting her brother 
and family. . .. Norma Maschmann spent her 
vacation in Denver, visiting friends. 
Eva Stutz enjoyed a week’s vacation at home 
and attending the races in Grand Island... . 
Area Manager Wellman enjoyed a vacation 
in Minnesota where he did some fishing... . 
John Brockmeyer, Hebron Plant, returned to 
work June 17, following a two-week vacation 
spent at Beatrice visiting his parents. : 
Robert Lemkau is driving a new Nash. He 
and his family spent a weekend at Clay 
Center and Sutton, visiting relatives and 
friends. Ruth Rittenhouse, traffic, en- 
joyed a visit with her brother and wife who 
live in Florida. . . . On Wednesday evening, 
June 19, the traffic and commercial employees 
enjoyed a hamburger fry at Willard Park. 


Stromsburg Area 
by Betty Beebe 

Mildred Wait attended duties at the Stroms- 
burg office while Edith Mattson enjoyed a 
week’s vacation at Evergreen, Colorado, and 
other points of interest. . . . Albert Andres, 
plant department, enjoyed a one-week vaca- 
tion in Minnesota, fishing. . . . Edith Mattson, 
Stromsburg; Betty Beebe, Osceola; Lucille 
Scheideman, Sutton; and June Moore and 
Mary Morrison of York, attended the sales 
and training course conducted by Bill Quinn 
in the district office at Hastings, June 25. 


Superior Area 

by Carol Cross 
Clara Chamber and her mother attended a 
picnic at Fullerton. Clara reports that the 
Loup valley is almost as pretty as our own 
Republican valley. Crystal Ahrens and 
husband have moved to the farm where they 
hope to escape some of the summer heat... . 
Clarinda Lake, Traffic, spent a week’s vaca- 
tion at home. . . . Area Manager Kubat and 
Mrs. Kubat attended the wedding of her 
nephew in Harvard. ... Fred Atkins, former 
area manager at Sutton, was a visitor here. 
: Elizabeth Noren is planning to spend 
her vacation visiting her daughter, who lives 
in Hastings, and her parents who live in 
Kansas. . Dale Bollman, Plant, took ad- 
vantage of a week’s vacation to paint and 


be 


In olden times the Big Blue River was noted 
for the giant catfish that inhabited its waters. 
Apparently they are still there—only more dif- 
ficult to entice to the lure. Don Young of Beatrice 
Plant pulled this 20-pounder from its depths the 
other day. His son, Steve, is pictured at right. 


fix his house. ... Bob Culver and his family 
were recent visitors in Sutton. 


Sutton Avea 


by Catherine Cassell 
Lucyle Scheidemann spent her vacation 
visiting relatives in Sacramento. ... R. H. 
Hunzeker and family spent their vacation at 
Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri. . Mr. and 
Mrs. A. D. Cassell attended the Pioneer ban- 
quet in Lincoln, June 8. . Mr. and Mrs. 
J. H. Mankamyer journeyed to Nevada, Mis- 
souri, where they attended the graduation ex- 
ercises at Cottey College, June 3. Their 

daughter, Kay, was a graduate. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 

The York news is centered largely around 
vacationers this month. Kathleen Sughrue, 
York Commercial, spent her vacation on a 
bus tour of Canada, New York, and several 
other places of interest. Three York 
operators, Agnes Liermann, Arleen Reetz and 
Mary Lee McCall spent their vacations at 


home. . . . Margaret Williams, Traffic, was 
a busy person in preparation for her wedding 
July 7, to Frank D. Steffen. ... Mrs. Pflug- 


-haupt travelled to Beatrice Friday, June 28, 


to attend Open House at the new building. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 

Most people seem to be saving their vaca- 
tions this year, but Betty Sherwood has used 
her two weeks travelling 3,500 miles from the 
Black Hills to New Mexico. While she was 
avidly taking in the sun, the color, the paint- 
ings, and views of the Taos Indians, vivid 
posteards flooded the office. Betty was im- 
pressed with the quiet of the Indian reser- 
vations, broken only by a baby’s crying; 
even the tour bus driver was required to 
shut off his noisy microphone. . . . John 
Backstrom travelled also, driving the long 
routes to and from California, hitting both 
San Francisco and Los Angeles and enjoying 
all the sea food. ...A week spent with her 
sister in Omaha provided Ferne Burns with 
a pleasant change of scenery. . The de- 
partment iacks the cheerful smile of Barb 
Catron who is no doubt smiling broadly at 
home as she awaits her bundle of joy. Office 
girls gave her a farewell luncheon at the 
Cornhusker June 28. . Pat Tindall, Barb 
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Rich, Larry Connealy, Charles Lindgren, Ralph 
Retzlaff, and Wayne Stahley took the trip to 
and from Omaha every day for two weeks to 
attend a special IBM class, conclusively break- 
ing in Wayne’s new Chevy in the process... 
Reversing the decision of a number of years 
ago, I. J. Devoe and Mrs. are moving from 
their apartment into another house — too 
crowded. Seems to be a form of wanderlust. 
Rosie Fahleson and Barb Rich have each re- 
cently changed their abodes too. ... Fortu- 
nately for all, except perhaps the News, no 
one was flooded in the recent rains. , 
Irene Stolz reports that she became an aunt 
twice in one day as within minutes her 
brother’s wife and her husband’s sister each 
gave birth to a baby girl. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 


Carol Goff, Associate Editor 
The accounting folk had some glorious va- 
cations and also some that were not so glori- 
ous. Here is the report, straight from the 
‘horses’ mouths.” ... Eleanor Grabowski took 
her first airplane ride in a Piper Cub. “It’s 
really fun,” claims Eleanor, “I wasn’t a bit 


seared.” ... Ramona Johnson and her hubby 
went to Indiana and to Michigan on their va- 
cation. . . . Edna Rosane very proudly re- 


ported that there are three new additions in 
her household. They are miniature Dachshund 
puppies and Edna says that mother and chil- 
dren are doing well. Edna also had her 
daughter, Anna and family, visit from Moline, 
Ill. ... Opal Allison spent her vacation “just 
doing what she wanted.” She visited at Mc- 
Cook for a while, then travelled up to Denver 
and came back to Lincoln by plane... . Helen 
Pickard took one week of her vacation with 
very good intentions of resting. Her plans were 
changed, however, for Monday she washed 
and ironed, and Tuesday she cleaned house. 
And, lo and behold, Wednesday unexpected 
house guests arrived and stayed until Sun- 
day. How “unrestful” can you get?... Erma 
Wallace, an ex-L.T.&T. employee, visited us. 
Erma worked in the order department. .. . 
Pearl Lawson doesn’t know if she did better 
by going on her vacation or staying at work. 
She had two nieces, ages 7 and 13, and one 
daughter, age 7, to cope with while she was 
gone. . . . Clara Jones spent three glorious 
weeks in “Sunny California.”” Travelling with 
her mother and aunt, they visited Bellflower 
and Modesto, and also took in “Queen for a 
Day” and “House Party.” ... Mickey Ward 
has been “up in the air” lately. The truth 
of the matter is that Mickey’s house was 
raised while a new basement floor was being 
added. By the time you read this, Mickey 
will have settled back down on good solid 
ground. ... Nina Anderson had her son and 
family visit from Kansas. ... Janice Wall and 
her parents vacationed for one week in Colo- 
rado. ... Margot Lucs’ son was confirmed 
recently and Margot entertained 45 house 
guests gathered for the celebration. She also 
had relatives she had not seen for 15 years 
visit from Canada. Guess Bonnie Barr 
just couldn't stand being away from us, for 
she and her husband moved back from Cali- 
fornia and Bonnie started back to work 
June 13. We certainly do welcome her back. 
_.. Jolene and Don Cole took a four-day trip 
to the Black Hills. . . . Sally Grabowski 
traveled to Idaho Falls by car, and flew 
back home. Louise and Max Jenkins, 
and their daughter Susan took a three-week 
vacation and really covered the country. Be- 
side visiting in New Jersey, New York, Flor- 
ida and Texas, they ventured way down Cuba 
way. Louise enjoyed the trip very much, but 
we understand she had some trouble getting 
the people in Cuba to understand her. 

As a closing thought, may we add my few 
words of wisdom to fair-skinned persons: 
Stay out of the sun, and if you have to be 
out in the hot sun, don’t let anyone tell you 
that peanut oil will keep you from burning. 
Believe one who knows; it’s not true. See you 
in September. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Vacation time is here again, and to start it 
off Claude and Mrs. Helm spent a week at 
Big Creek Resort in Arkansas. From all re- 
ports they had a very nice time... . Betty 
Obert visited her folks at Hudson, Colorado, 
and relatives at Kiowa, Colorado. Also went 
up to Pike’s Peak. . . . Yours truly has taken 
a couple of trips recently to Kansas City to 
see some ball games. .. . Visitors in to see 
us last month were Carl Keester and Frank 
Kuchera, former employees and now on pen- 
sion. They both reside in California and re- 
port they like it fine there. 


Custodial 


by Paul Radebaugh 


During the month of June, Kenneth Chris- 
tensen, former employee, paid us a visit. 
Kenneth is moving to Los Angeles where he 
has accepted a teaching position. ... Art 
Higgins underwent minor surgery at St. Eliza- 
beth’s Hospital last month. We all wish him 
a rapid recovery and hope to see him back 
on the job real soon. . .. Edward (Art) Drake 
has been convalescing at his home with heart 
trouble since June 3. We all hope he will be 
able to be back with us real soon. ... Mar- 
shall Stilwell had a bad accident on June 18. 
He was pouring gasoline out of a pan into a 
bucket when it caught fire—how, he doesn’t 
know. He suffered burns on his face and 
hands. His daughter Diane, who was standing 
near him, suffered burns on her arms and 
legs. Marshall was released from the hospital, 
after treatment, but Diane had to remain 
there. At this writing she is getting along 
fine. ... Lue Reuter reports having had a 
very nice vacation. He traveled through five 
states, and among many points of interest 
were Bird of Paradise, Monkey Jungle, and 
Cyprus Garden, near Miami, Florida. He also 
visited Washington, D. C., United Nations, 
Radio City, and Statue of Liberty. 


"2" Office 


by Allan Ager 


Only one vacation to report at this time. 
Dick Tejcka took his vacation by staying at 
home and learning the finer points of baby 
care. Dick is the proud father of a baby 
daughter born May 30. 


Toll Equipment Section 
by JoAnn Gloor 


Roemer Dalton spent his vacation resting 
and taking it easy around the house. 
Ivan Paddack took one week of his vacation 
and helped his daughter move into their new 
home. He ended the week by going to Edgar 
to visit his folks. ... Clyde Higgins is going 
to Teletype School in Omaha for three weeks. 
. . . Gerald Carter and family went to Casper, 
Missouri, to visit, and help an uncle move to 
Eldorado, Missouri. They also spent a day at 
Memphis Lake, which proved to be a good 
day. They caught thirty-nine fish. 


Wire Chief's Section—14 & M 


by Gloria Gruis 


Vacation time is definitely here, and here 
are a few reports: Jess May spent his vacation 
working on his house. ... Magdalen Heser’s 
vacation was spent doing her spring house 
cleaning. ... Les Hutchison toured the west- 
ern part of the state and traveled into South 
Dakota. Roy Mills, along with wife and 
daughter, spent a week at a resort in the 
Ozarks and one week doing nothing but sight- 
seeing, fishing, boating, and just loafing. ... 
Our two new fathers, Rollie Wart and Paul 
Eisenbarth, spent their vacations at home 
getting acquainted with their son and daugh- 


ter. ... Vaughn Baum and family traveled to 
Minnesota again this year for a week of fish- 
ing. ... Homer Olsen, regardless of all the 


rainy weather, spent his vacation moving 
from Wahoo to Lincoln... . Jim Baxter spent 
a very enjoyable vacation in ‘“‘Sunny” Florida 
at the seashore and returned with a very 
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Marcella Will, Beatrice traffic, is shown at her 
point of duty—the clerk’s desk in the resplendent 
new operating room. 


nice sunburn. ... Jim Howland, who is now 
on vacation, really needed the rest. He was 
seen one day trying to sharpen his pencil at 
the water fountain. 


Wire Chief's Section—21 & L 


by Byron Pattison 


Leland Ward spent a week of his vacation 
at Big Pine, Minnesota, fishing. He reports 
the weather was not too good, but they did 
get quite a few fish. . . . Royce Wilson spent 
a weekend fishing at Diamond Lake, Minne- 
sota. ... We are happy to report, at this 
time, that Kenneth Ferguson is getting along 
just fine, and we hope to see him back on 
the job real soon. 


@ e 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


We extend our sympathy to Ralph Stewart 
in the recent death of his sister, Dorothy... . 
Peregrinations of the engineers in June pretty 
well cover the United States and parts of two 
foreign countries. W. W. Eden, famous for his 
exploits in the wild blue yonder, spent three 
days longer than he had planned in La Poy, 
Mexico, on the tip of Southern California. 
His excuse was gas shortage at the local field, 
but if half of what he tells about this paradise 
is true we’ll wager he didn’t push procure- 
ment. News of his angling preceded his re- 
turn. TV viewers thought something was 
fishy as a snapshot of the Edens flashed on 
a local station. Sure enough, the fellow in 
the middle with the long nose was a 183- 
pound Marlin. ... Ending up in the opposite 
direction was Paul Henson who, after spend- 
ing a day along with Buck Isaman and Roy 
Carlson at the AF&AM Grand Lodge at 
Omaha, travelled to Washington, D. C. to 
appear before the FCC; thence to New York 
for the USITA and Montreal, Canada for an 
AIEE meeting. Roy, as part of his numerous 
Masonic duties, also attended a Job’s Daugh- 
ters affair at Alliance. ... Our west-coast 
delegate, Pep (Don Quixote) Saunders, whose 
bouts in the past year with low flying planes 
and his disdain for wild bears has excited 
our admiration, visited the Northwest; re- 
turning by Yellowstone, where he gave his 
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Part of the Stromsburg area force face the 
camera. Left to richt: F. G. Rowlison, J. E. Hat- 
field, Edith Mattson, W. P. Barry, A. C. Andres. 
Messrs. Rowlison and Barry work out of Osceola, 
the others from Stromsburg. Miss Mattson is 
Stromsburg cashier. 
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big, burly friends the slip long enough to 
catch a mess of lake trout. .. . Don Swanson 
also went fishing. ‘But in Minnesota the 
fishing was so good,” stated Swanson, “‘that 
I didn’t catch a thing. I was too busy han- 
dling the stringer while the wife pulled them 
in.” Fred Segoviano and Dick Wakeman 
were also in Minnesota while Bob Cardwell 
and Orville Spencer were camping and but- 
terfly hunting, respectively, in or near the 
Black Hills. Charles Connors is going to 
school in Michigan. Marie Jackson went to 
Colorado where Brick Smith also vacationed. 
. . . Delores Green, having resigned her posi- 
tion, has moved to Florida. ... Don Christle 
toured the southwest. A lifelong student of 
conservation, Don was aghast at the expanse 
of the Colorado’s Grand Canyon. “What a 
rotten job of contouring,” ejaculated Don. 
“Let’s get to the bottom of this, burro trips 
are only eleven dollars.” “What a nice idea,’ 
agreed Mrs. Christle, being a good sport de- 
spite the hundred and one things she’d prob- 
ably sooner do with $22. Don threw one leg 
over the little beast. “Giddap!” he hollered. 
The burro trotted right out from under the 
sizable Don who had forgotten to retract his 
landing gear. Remounting and retracting, he 
settled back in the saddle. “This is great,” 
he said, ‘‘a saddle with arm rests.” ‘‘Those are 
your knees,” corrected Mrs. Christle. Don- 
ald’s mount staggered off in Jow gear, legs 
bowed and undercarriage dragging. ‘Hey — 
you!” challenged the wrangler, pointing an 
identifying finger at Don. ‘‘You’re too heavy.” 
This was obviously an understatement. Don 
got his money back and drove on to Brice, 
Zion and Dinosaur, still wondering what was 
down there. ‘All those places,’ stated Mr. 
Christle, pedantically, ‘sure need some con- 
servation.” He thinks they ought to plow 
them in and make grassed waterways. 


Lincoln Traffic 


by Kathleen Carey 


The reason we've had such a cool summer is 
that Georgia Smith had a new air-conditioner 
installed in her home; Mother Nature has 
cheated her of the chance to see if it works. 

Carol Allen has been having difficulty 
sorting out her students, of late. She has 
two Beverlys. . . . Ilene Kassebaum was the 
recipient of a nice complimentary letter from 
Mrs. Connolly congratulating her on the man- 
ner in which she handled a difficult locate 
ticket. Darlene Multer is on the food 
committee for the annual picnic. She has had 
lots of suggestions from seemingly helpful 
people. . . . Mabel Volpp and LaVerne Braun 
are recuperating from recent operations. .., 
Judy Whitney had to buy a new shirt when 
she returned from her vacati6n to replace 


the one she lost in Las Vegas. Lillian 
Campbell visited in Missouri. . . . Ruth Goep- 
fert loafed and went to picnics. ... Dorothy 


near Macon, Missouri, 


on her trip to the east 
coast; on the way back she ran into a flood 
at Bainbridge, Ind. and had to take another 
route. She was so happy to get home “‘safely”’ 
but not for long. She started sweeping water 
out of her basement soon after her arrival. 
She is wondering if the Chamber of Com- 
merce would pay her to stay out of town. 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


Attendance was very good at the Club 
meeting of June 20. All enjoyed the slides 
of Mr. and Mrs. Leon Stacy's trip to the 
island of Trinidad, off the coast of Venezuela. 
Mr. Stacys explanation of the different 
places, peoples and customs was very inter- 


esting. Their son, Howard, was once an 
employee of LT&T and now lives at Port of 
Spain, Trinidad. ... Lula Kloepper, of Sidney, 


was visiting relatives and friends in Lincoln. 
She attended the Club meeting with Huldah 
Gessner. Miss Kloepper was formerly per- 
sonnel secretary. . . . Mr. and Mrs. Bert 


or. 
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Huddleston have returned from a vacation 
trip which took them to Marysville, Kansas, 
then to Cheyenne Wells, Pueblo and Canyon 
City where they crossed the highest bridge 
in the worid—2800 feet high. On to Rock 
Springs, Jackson Hole, Shoshone, Casper and 
Lusk, Wyoming and back through Chadron 
and western Nebraska. All told, they traveled 
3,000 miles in ten days. . . Ethel Prescott has 
been in the hospital for surgery but is home 
at this writing and feeling fine. ... E. E. 
Fisher received a visit from his two grand- 
children of Evanston, Illinois. His son, Ned, 
was expected later in the week. . Ruth 
M. Koukal, formerly of Plattsmouth Traffic, 
now of Chicago, entertained her sister and 
brother-in-law from Omaha in a very pleasant 
visit. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


VACATIONS—in all their glory! Marie Hall, 
Treasurer’s Office, took two weeks in June 
for her vacation. Marie and her husband re- 
cently bought a new house, so she had the 
added thrill of a new home, which seems to 
be quite a bundle of vacation activity with- 
out stirring out of town. ... The last week 
in June Vice-President Hale and Mrs. Hale 
vacationed in Ft. Smith, Arkansas, where they 
visited their son and his wife. ... John Reed, 
General Plant, and Mrs. Reed are vacationing 
the first week in July in Minnesota, where 
they planned to rest, relax, and sight-see. 
; Also, the first week of July, Walter 
Roberts, Personnel, vacationed in Canada, 
where he did some fishing. ... The first two 
weeks in July were spent by Thelma Spell- 
man, Cafeteria, in one of her two favorite 
places—Colorado. She visited her brother, 
and fishing was part of her pastime... . Reah 
Churchill, Cafeteria, vacationed in Kansas 
with relatives during two weeks in July... . 
And Mabel Pettit, Cafeteria, took a week’s 
vacation in July. The principal attraction for 
Mabel was the entertainment of her grand- 
children, which was a real joy to her, 

And come August, Judy Munson, General 
Plant, and a group of three girl friends are 
planning to stay the first week of the month 
at Lake Okoboji, Arnolds Park, Iowa. 
With all the vacations in the Cafeteria, we 
have the pleasure of greeting and associating 
with Doris O’Donnell, who comes to our res- 
cue when needed. . The meeting of the 
USITA Executive Committee in New York 
City June 14 was the center of interest for 
Vice-President Merle Hale. Mr. Hale is a 
member of the committee. . . . Callers in the 
General Plant office: Frank Kuchera, a former 
employee now associated with the Douglas 
Aircraft Company at Long Beach, California, 
and Frank (Pete) Tefft. So glad to have the 
opportunity to greet both of them. 


Supply 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Thanks to Mrs. Watson and her efficient 
cafeteria crew, food was hastily prepared and 
trucked to 21st & L for many lunchless em- 
ployees marooned at the Warehouse building 
on July 1 by a flash flood resulting from the 
downpour of 4.66” of rain in Lincoln. At noon 
it looked as if we might have to be rescued 
in boats, then the rain stopped and at two 
o’clock the sun was shining and not a drop 
of water was anywhere around us. “‘Nebraska 
weather,” they say, but who wants to trade 
it for what they’ve been having some other 
places? ... New faces in the Shop are Eddie 
Wait, Gene Kellogg, and John E. Hartz who 
are assisting through the summer lm getting 
some repair work caught up. Howard Sieler 
is back in the office for the summer, enjoying 
his time away from studies at Kansas State. 
We appreciate his assistance during our vaca- 
tion periods. . . . Lowell Johnson was trans- 
planted to Beatrice for a time, to help dis- 
mantle the retired C.O.E. . Ralph Culver 
visited with Red Maxfield (retired) and spent 
some time with Red at his cabin in the Colo- 
rado mountains. Jim Geist spent a week at 
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Despite a rainy June, the new central office buildings at Wahoo and David 
City were showing fine progress while preliminary work on another large 
structure, the garage building at 21 & L at Lincoln, had begun. Picture No. 1 
shows an interior view of the Wahoo building with the pre-cast roof partially in 
place. Actually the structural roof was installed in 14 days by the use of the huge 
6 x 42 foot sections which were cast in Lincoln and toted to Wahoo on trucks. 
Picture No. 2 is an exterior view of the Wahoo office, showing the exterior form 
nearing completion. By the next issue of the News the building will be substan- 
tially complete. The equipment room and the garage will be finished first: the 
garage to receive and store dial equipment which will be set up as needed in the 
equipment room. Later the commercial office will be finished and that department 
will probably move over in advance of the cutover date. Picture No. 3 is a view 
of the David City building showing progress as of July 1. Picture No. 4 shows 
the first building activity for the new garage. as exploratory borings are being 
made for the footings and foundation. Later in the month it is expected that 
plans will be complete and ready for submission to bidders. 


Lake Norfolk in Arkansas. Sammy Lawrence 
started his vacation in the Ozarks near Bran- 
son, Missouri, then hastened on, ‘“‘chased by 
storms,’ to Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, 
and Colorado before he decided that there 
is no place like Nebraska. Merle Schneider 
honeymooned in California following his mar- 
riage in Lincoln. Charles Hansen spent one 
weekend in Minnesota, then drove to Denver 
to spend the balance of his vacation. At- 
home time off was enjoyed by Bill Knee, 
Jack Tracy, and Sylvia Hoaglin. Ernie Royce 
bought himself a house trailer and spent the 
first week of July getting it parked in a spot 
on the Platte River up in Ed Dorland’s terri- 
tory. . .. W. T. Haas from the Shop, and 
Shirley Folsom from the Office had lengthy 
bouts with sickness during June... . Bill and 
Mrs. Hartz attended the National Square 
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Dance Convention in St. Louis at an oppor- 
tune time to see first-hand the results of the 
damaging floods in that area, but they were 
not marooned. As to dancing, it started at 
10:00 a.m. and lasted until the wee hours in 
the morning of the following day, then re- 
sumed again at 10:00 a.m. for three consecu- 
tive days. Bill met other dance callers from 
all parts of the U.S.A., Canada, Cuba, and 
the Hawaiian Islands. He had the task of 
calling three dances, accompanied by three 
different square dance recording bands, He 
says it was all quite an experience and much 
fun. . . . Each week sees—us nearer to the 
start of construction of our new garage build- 
ing at 21st and L. At least we’ve done enough 
preliminary checking of prints, etc. to become 
a little excited about it, and the remodeling 
plans for the warehouse building. 
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NOW THERES # TICKET THAT 
ISN WORTH THE PAPER 
ITS PRINTED ON! 


WE CAME TO GIVE 
BLOOD-#ERS! 
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Al Campbell, Lincoln Switchroam, is a * j Ue a i Jery 
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Velma Garlock, York Traffic, hoss-race enthusiast and sanetimes al i / ie AY, BZ, 
enjoys the distinction of havin i> Fi ty if? 
n& contributes, in small amounts, to the a ele oy NES y 
Ty { “hes, z oy 


a rare type of blood and occasion-—- 
ally receives calls from the local 
hospital when her blood type is 
needed. One such urgent call came 
the other day and she asked her 
husband, Marvin, to drive her 
there. To the hospital reception-—- 
ist, Marvin announced the purpose 
of their visit in no uncertain 
terms: "My little wife and I came 
to give blood - — hers!" 


 % 


"improvement of the species." A 
friend at the track had a hot tip the 
other day, so Al gave him some fold- 
ing money to put "on the nose." The 
friend departed and soon brought back 
the pari-mutuel stub which Al put in 
his pocket. The nag came in a poor 
fifth so Al threw the ticket away. A 
few minutes later the friend rushed 
up, breathlessly demanding the ticket. 
He had handed Al the wrong one - a 
winning daily-double ducat. A long 
search through the trackside litter 
proved futile. The valuable paste- 
board was gone forever. 
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Lincoln testman, leaned out 
to observe an approaching 
storm. At that moment his frame was shaken 
by a violent sneeze. les! eyes popped open 
just in time to see his costly bridgework 
Jand kerplunk on the pavement below. He 
dashed for the stairs at full speed, fear- 
ing that, with his usual bad luck, one of 
the big trucks that frequent the alley 
might get there first. But this time he 
was fortunate. His molars were unharmed. 
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Lester Pierce; 
the alley window 
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Coming home from a shopping trip, 
Mrs. K. L. Lawson dialed her hus- 
band's « ice number and asked 
Ruth Ka 
waS a Dit embarrassed to be told 
that i1@ was om vacation — and 
further chagrined to note that he 
was in plain sight, just outside 
the window, painting the backyard 
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Ken Bo0shart, General Commercial, still 
is fuming from a recent encounter with 
an honest man. Ken lost a fine watch 
back in January 1946. His name and 


address were engraved on the back. As While working at Ashland, Paul \ilkinson, 
the vears passed, he gave up hope of construction foreman, found he was short of 
ever seeing it again. But the other brackets and made a special trip to Lincoln 


day a local resident came to the door to replenish his supply. He put them in 


On a sleepy morning Loran Powell with the watch, explaining that he had the Ashland garage t9 be loaded on his 
was grooming himself for the day. fod it 11 years ago and had worn it truck next morning. Meanwhile the supply 
Ne had already polished his teeth until it finally stonped running. truck came to town and Charles Novak, 
to elistening cleanliness and Later it had lain for vears in a bearded manager, was intent on Cleaning up 
somehow got are areas Same tube dresser drawer until rediscovered a the garage preparatory for the Open ilouse, 
as he reacnec for his hair cream. few days before. Ken controlled his etc. ‘With a generous wave of the hand he 
He didn't notice anything hides indimation only long enough to thank included the brackets in the materi2x? to be 
wntil the flies started botnerine the man for the prompt return of his sent back to Lincoln. There was nothing 

his: 1OcKs TOOK Of Ee SexeUre property. mild about Paul's reaction when he found 
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LT&T’s first exchange to feature direct distance dialing 
was given a thorough scrutiny in a series of six Open Houses 
which followed the cutover to the new system on June 16. 

First to be invited were the employees and their families. 
The exchange was opened to them on the evening of June 
28. The Beatrice civic and service clubs were entertained on 
July 2 and 3 and a telephone industry group was shown 
through on July 9. 

The Public Open House was held July 10 and 11, when 
more than 3,300 residents of Beatrice and vicinity caught a 
glimpse of the wonders of telephony that had been provided 
for them. 

The crowd was handled easily, although people streamed 
through in an almost endless procession during the entire 
Open House period. Guides were maintained in sufficient 
number to lead small groups from one station to another 
where the intricacies of specific equipment were explained 
by narrators. The tour ended at the refreshment counter, 
while souvenirs were presented to all the visitors, young and 
old. 

Sifting the comments and compliments received from our 
guests, we are assured that the people of Beatrice are proud 
of their beautiful new telephone building on the main 
thoroughfare and happy with the new telephone system and 
the service it renders. 
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“Everybody Welcome, Come Right In,” is demonstrated at the Open 
House by Mary Goracke, district secretary; Lloyd Oglesby, area manager; 
Bill Eckles, chief switchman; and Lela Watson, chief operator. 
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Arrangement and Usage Plan of the Building 
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Clyde W. Higgins (left) and Robert E. Ryan pose with t 
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he new scooters in rear of LT&T equipment building. 


Putt-Putts Join the Force 


New Three-Wheel Scooters Put in Service for L T & T 


LT&T has acquired two new three- 
wheel motor scooters for use by Lincoln 
plant personnel. One scooter is as- 
signed to a teletypewriter repairman, 
and the other to a booth maintenance 
man. The machines are of the same 
type as the United States Postal Service 
‘““Mailster” which has been a familiar 
sight in Lincoln’s business district. It is 
manufactured by a local firm, The 


Cushman Motor Works. 


For some time there had been need 
for a certain kind of motor vehicle that 
could carry repairmen’s equipment and 


Re 


office. 
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Clyde Higgins, teletypewriter repairman, taking his 
out of enclosed back of scooter before going into a customer's 


By J. S. Reed 


yet be small enough to be parked in 
downtown areas without creating a traf- 
fic hazard. The Mailsters had been 
putt-putting around town for some time 
and it was evident that they were doing 
a good job of hauling mail for Uncle 
Sam. A news story on the use of three- 
wheel scooters by another telephone 
company then aroused the interest of 
plant department officials in the possi- 
ble application of the vehicle for some 
phases of plant work. 

According to this company, the 
scooter has found favor with their re- 
pairmen, particularly those who have 


ae 
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to travel around town on foot. The main 
advantages of this machine are its low 
cost of investment and maintenance, its 
maneuverability, and its ease of parking 
in limited spaces. 

A trial of a three-wheel scooter was 
made in Lincoln last May. Favorable 
results from this experiment led to the 
decision to purchase two scooters equip- 
ped with closed metal back cover, 
manual operated clutch, and side cur- 
tains as illustrated on this page. Con- 
siderable savings are expected from the 
use of these vehicles, particularly in 
operating costs, 


Robert Ryan, building maintenance man, cleaning an outdoor 
telephone booth on the State Fair grounds. Bob has found his 
scooter quite handy in getting to booth locations throughout 
Lincoln and easy to park in limited spaces. 


Nienaber, Beverly Rotzin and Carieta Woelke. 


Mr. Quinn, left, urges Beatrice Commercial folk to spread 
the word of the discontinued service connection charge on resi- 
dence extensions. The ladies, from left are: Thelma Bitting, Donna 


Beatrice Plant men hear of their opportunities for increased sales points 
in their contacts with customers. The camera missed part of the group. 
Visible from left: Paul Guelker, Rolland Drake, Frank Fisher, Lloyd Oglesby, 
Frank Nevitt, G. W. Heikes, Loal Genrich, Ted Leitschuck, Harlan Gillespie 
and Don Gilmore. 


Mention an Extension 


Installation bargain gives impetus to employee sales 


In what may seem to be optimistic pre- 
diction, some of our leading economists 
have proclaimed that the total tele- 
phones in service in the U.S. A. in 1975 
may be 21/4 times the number now in 
service. The prediction is based on an 
analysis of the entire industry, and as- 
sumes that a good job will be done in 
securing the potential market. More 
than half of this gain, say the experts, 
will come from residence extensions. 

LT&T wants its share. It wants to 
grow, for good growth makes good jobs. 
We want our customers to have the best 
telephone service possible, and that 
means adequate telephone facilities. 
Nearly every home is a prospect. 

One of the finest stimulants for resi- 
dence extension installations was the 
State Railway Commission’s approval on 
August 27 of an application by LT@T 
to remove the service connection charge 
for residence extensions under certain 
conditions. 

The conditions are as follows: 

Service connection charges for resi- 
dence extensions are waived if (1) the 
extension is installed on the same prem- 
ises at the same time as a residence main 
station; or (2) installed at the same time 
that a service connection charge is ap- 
plicable to the move, change or instal- 
lation of any item of equipment asso- 
ciated with the main station; or (3) if 
two or more residence extensions are 
installed at the same time on the same 
premises as a previously installed main 
station, the service connection charge 
applies to one extension only. 


in drive to reach year’s quota 


Bill Quinn, sales supervisor, has been 
covering the territory, holding group 
meetings to announce the new bargain 
rate in residence extensions, which 
should provide the ammunition for a 
concerted attack on our sales quota for 
the balance of the year. Though em- 
ployees generally are still doing a fine 
job of salesmanship, there is need for 
greater effort. Our station gain figure 
for the year is far behind the goal we 
set for ourselves, but our people have 
risen to the challenge many times in the 
past, and Mr. Quinn is confident they 
will do so again. 

We are selling a great commodity. 
The modern world lives, works and 
plays by telephone. The truth of the 
matter is that most everyone would live, 


work and play better with MORE tele- 
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Apostle Quinn spreading the sales gospel at Crete. The listeners from left are; J. H. (Stub) Roland, 
B. B. Strayer, G. D. Brock, Ethel E. Park and L. D. Burch. 


46h 4. He 


phones. This needs to be told and 
demonstrated and sold. We should have 
no hesitancy in recommending the addi- 
tion of extensions in the bedroom, the 
kitchen, or in the farmer’s barn, to bring 
a greater measure of comfort and con- 
venience to our friends and customers. 
You think you’re not a salesman? Use 
these simple, proven rules for selling: 
1. Arouse your prospect's interest— 
tell him you have something he 
wants. 


2. Demonstrate the need for extension 
telephones. Show him where they 
would be of greatest value. 

3. Persuade your prospect to believe 


you—tell him the truth. 

4. Know the equipment and_ the 
charges. 

5. Ask him to buy. Try it. It works! 
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Roster of Sales Leaders 


Thelma Tritsch 
Plattsmouth—74 


Dewey Lewis 
Lincoln—117 


LT&T folk 
Dewey Lewis, Lincoln.....................-.---.... 1i7 
Thelma Tritsch, Plattsmouth.........-..-..-.- 74 
Grace Heigl, Plattsmouth...................-.--- So 
Paul Guelker, Beatrice...................------- 40 
Arthur Balderson, Lincoln.............-..--.--- 38 
E. H. Wellman, Hebron....................-.-- 30 
George Placek, Nebr. City.................----- 24 
Jo EB. urer, Friend. dcrcct ee cases enced 22 
Li SIV, Yer, EWRCOT ions atndencdcniscatsecses 20 
A. C. Andres, Stromsburo.....-..5.<.c.00002 19 
J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings................-.---- eg 
By. ds Preayes;- HOSTNGS. cc. cect seen or ns 18 
Lilhtars Sowers; LINCO i ccsccccecceccavads conteevs 18 
M. Le Hodoe, Beatricé:c.cc cee 17 
G, (L, “Sine SUROM en kde ack 17 
Re Ai. FAGMZeKSr, Sure. loss 16 
POV Peles. FOR i he ce ans 16 
Carl Franzen, Pawnee City..............-..-.- 13 
C. H. Kermoade, Western .........--.-------- 15 
Gerald Caley, Fairbury......................------ 14 
James Hatfield, Stromsburg..............--.--- 14 


3 ee oy 
Grace Heigl Paul Guelker 
Plattsmouth—53 Beatrice—40 


who had six or more sales credits 


R. C. Hawkins, Lincoln.................-.------- 14 
Mae Meduna, Wahoo...........-.-..------++---- 14 
Arenie Stonsbury; Linens .-2 i222 ees, 14 
E. A. Moorhead, Clay Center...-..........-- 13 
Robert Berggren, Ashland.................---.- 13 
Be, Ws. UP Ore, Berth sseadiectesociedaeciaweans 12 
Loretta Mcllnay, Crete......................-..- 12 
Rig tee. WV ET ORMIS DIE: ose oe Zz 
We iPo BGR. CSClO I 6 iach oe 1] 
E.-L; Borland: WaneOiwer acces aascnces 1] 
Robert Green; Lincoltisicc.wn.ct 1] 
George Hancock, Lincoln-......2.2......22.-.2.. 1] 
Pe. J Orde,  BEStiCe. ccs ed slacts tes 1] 
betty 1 homsen, (Linco Ms2e2l kei ss 1] 
Velda Wagner, Fairbury.............-..-..------- 1] 
LD eee: WO: SPUN tedeadddtas leone he weleneees me 
Verna Alexander, Lincoln...................... 10 
i. Fi. Mromodka; Fasting si.c..2 ue 10 
WV 1D. ROU LOG PG sve itrcetrw ce cntasersonuns 10 
DT. Talty, Plattsmouthn.nc..ccnccacavenccne 10 
Velma: Bock, Geneva... -seetseccccscecccewcennss 9 


Ernie Wellman 
Hebron—30 


Art Balderson 
Lincoln—38 


as of June 30 


H, Robinson; Wilb@Pscccceccn-2..2-- es 
Don Rutledge, Weeping Water.......--.------ 
Al Zehrund).. Linco irewineeedes eee 
R. G. Bruning, Pawnee City......-..----------- 
J, Hi. Monkamyer, Suttoniceccccecoccesncon-s. 
Brhel Pati C (ate acetic ue ede ene 
Ri Ls. Wenzel, LINCO i xstiencadengnlcaiwnxexas 


H. A. Williams, Pawnee City......-.....------ 
B. F. Anderson, Plattsmouth...............-..-. 
Pid. Bitlet: Ashlea aie. 82 a 
aN gE | ge OM. | 9 (ct lg © || g re rere 
Bet Pier WV COO sexi tse eaten concer 
Mandane Reid, Fairbury......................-. 
Gladys Ball, Ashland..............22222.2222222..- 
e~ Pl, RCGRE PI O otek Se 
Emma DeJonge, Humboldt...................- 
Donna Larsen, Hastings...........-..--.---.--- 
Joe: Miller,- Lineal Ancicuso ee eee 
De TO SSE LOCO ciaticcoeacccebiaascncawsen 
Poul. Winseéot;. GinéOinscctcccn ec icceecos 
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A "Thirty-Five’” for Mary 

There are those who say that the LT&T 35-year service emblem, with 
its ruby mount, is the prettiest of all, and we’re sure it will look very fetch- 
ing when worn by Mary Meister, Tecumseh Traffic, who received it on her 
return from vacation July 29. Mary became eligible to wear the pin two 
weeks earlier, however, for her service date is July 15. Left to right in the 
picture are Dan Smith, district wire chief; Clara Costello; Leila Douglas; Miss 
Meister; Juanita Waring, chief operator; Joe D. Adamson, area manager. 
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Foster's Seventh Chovion 


It’s been a long time since Gust A. Foster dug his first pole hole in 
hard and rocky soil south of Plattsmouth and in token of the years that 
have passed Mr. Foster proudly wears the emblem of 35 years of service. 
The pin was presented in the office of G. P. Barney on July 10. Sharing the 
big moment in the picture are, from left: A. W. Holcomb, supervisor of 
construction; G. P. Barney, general plant superintendent; G. A. Foster, out- 
side plant inspector; W. F. Combs, city foreman; and H. Studier, general 
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Service Anniversaries, Continued 


A. 0. Andrews R. J. Donaldson 


Lincoln Lincoln 
40 Years 40 Years 


43 YEARS Sophia Windels, Syracuse. 


41 YEARS J. A. Mason, Hastings. 


40 YEARS A. O. Andrews, R. J. Donaldson, 
H. C. Smith, Lincoln; W. A. Letellier, Ne- 
braska City. 

39 YEARS Donald R. Smith, Lincoln. 


38 YEARS F. F. Kubat, H. L. Whitney, Su- 
perior; Hattie Marquardt, York. 


37 YEARS Erma Dixon, Geneva; Carolina 
Iwohn, Clatonia; H. F. Staley, Lincoln. 


36 YEARS Eva Davis, Weeping Water; L. H. 


Pierce, Lincoln. 


34 YEARS R. H. Gray, Seward; Edith Matt- 
son, Stromsburg; H. M. Studier, Lincoln. 


33 YEARS Lydia Jones, Seward. 
32 YEARS Myrtle Henline, Lincoln. 
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H. C. Smith W. A. Letellier 


Lincoln Nebraska City 
40 Years 40 Years 


21 YEARS G. T. Henderson, Lincoln; E. W. 


Neujahr, Syracuse. 


20 YEARS Beryl Leslie, Fairbury; Ada Shipp, 
York. 


17 YEARS Rose Denson, Nebraska City. 
16 YEARS H. E. Olsen, J. R. Shipp, Gladys 


Trumble, Lincoln; Vera Sweetser, Fairbury. 
15 YEARS Helen Adermann, Geneva; Knud 
Arngren, Ferne Burns, M. E. Royce, R. A. 
Stall, D. W. Utterson, Lincoln; W. R. Behrns, 
Wahoo; O. B. Dill, David City; G. E. Eg- 
gleston, Leta Holscher, Auburn; Jeanne 
Lytton, Fairbury. 


14 YEARS Artis Bowen, Superior, Lillian 
Campbell, F. P. Condos, Lincoln; Audrey 
McKeown, Hastings; Ethel Park, Crete; Ricka 
Schenk, Fairbury; Mary Tackett, Nebraska 


L. W. Neff 


10 YEARS E. W. Drewel, E. O. Lytle, L. E. 
Reighard, M. O. Schneider, Lincoln; Mary 
Goracke, Marcella O'Bryan, Beatrice; D. R. 
Joynt, M. L. Pilfold, Hastings. 

9 YEARS J. H. Bauer, Superior; W. E. 
Berkland; G. R. Bossung, William Cotton, Jr., 
L. G. Ellis, I. C. Hellerich, R. H. Smith, 
W. J. Weber, R. R. Wendell, Berthamae 
Ward, R. E. White, M. E. Nickell, Lincoln; 
J. H. Buck, York; Ruby Clites, Nebraska 
City; R. M. Drake, Beatrice; Eva Dunning, 
H. F. Hansen, Linneah Johnson, David City; 
Jack Ruble, Fairbury; H. A. Williams, Paw- 
nee City. 


8 YEARS Helen Ahlschwede, Crete; R. H. 
Berggren, Ashland; R. H. Hunzeker, G. L. 
Sinner, Sutton; F. L. Kipling, Auburn; G. D. 
Murrish, Hastings; B. C. Macholan, E. W. 
Moats, R. R. Schweitzer, Lincoln; Donna 
Nienaber, Beatrice; Veltha Poggemeyer, Ne- 
braska City; M. D. Sorenson, Wahoo. 


7 YEARS Darlene Accord, J. W. Landen- 
berger, Crete; G. R. Clifford, Jacqueline 
Crook, John Dittenber, LaVaughn Reddish, 
R. J. Turner, Thelma Wisen, Lincoln; R. D. 
Lemkau, Hebron; Margaret Robbins, Be- 
atrice; Mildred Roberts, Wymore; Charlotte 
Wright, Osceola. 
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G. E. Damon E. T. Dougherty Fee Skye ye , ea: ee Ss i 
Auburn G. E. Eggleston Leta Holscher oO. B. Dill Jeanne Lytton E. W. Drewel E. O. Lytle 
Auburn Auburn David City Fairbury Lincoln : lincoln 
15 Years 15 Years 15 Years 15 Years 10 Years 10 Years 


6 YEARS P. M. Bailey, Reah Churchill, R. E. 
Kennedy, Darlene Russell, W. A. Weygint, 
Dorothy Wise, Alise Zalaiskalns, Lincoln: 
Jacqueline Craig, Hastings: Bonnie Teel, Ne- 
braska City; M. K. Welsh, Plattsmouth. 


5 YEARS G. L. Benner, Elaine Kershner, 
Hastings; E. P. Canarsky, Wahoo; Virginia 
Coffey, Seward; T. E. Fuller, D. F. Neeman, 
A. H. B. Seamark, Jr., Joan Thomsen, Alvine 
Upitis, Phyllis Jones, Lincoln; Agnes Lier- 
mann, York; Mary Meister, Tecumseh; Vera 
Nolte, Daykin; Norma Petersen, Wymore;: 
Elva Remmers, Auburn; J. A. Rhodes, Wilber: 
W. L. Templin, Berniece West, Nebraska 
City. 


31 YEARS R. D. Andrews, B. J. Sievers, M. C. City; Alys White, Beatrice. ey ie i 
Walker, Vera Wasson, Lincoln; Vey Warren, 13 YEARS Clara Chambers, Superior; Rethal ris ae | 
Beatrice. Falk, Evelyn Menke, Beatrice; L. J. Hanus, G. E. Walroth » se 
30 YEARS G. E. Damon, Auburn; E. T. David City; Shirley Hess, I. L. Olson, Lin- Lincoln ‘3 \ g 
Dougherty, J. J. Eisenbarth, L. W. Neff, G.E. coln; Lorraine Steckly, Nebraska City. eu ieor Be S.e 2 fe os La Ze = a ae 
Walroth, Lincoln; R. J. Weis, Geneva. 12 YEARS John Behrns, David City; Claude = ee D. R. Joynt Mary Goracke M. L. Pilfoid M. O. Schneider Marcella O'Bryan L. E. Reighard 
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Lying in his rocking bed at the convalescent 
home, Glenn Obert models the chest respirator 
which is used to aid his breathing when the mo- 
tion of the bed is stopped. Both equipments rely 
on electrical power for operation. 


A power failure during the storm of 
August 13 created some anxious mo- 
ments at the convalescent hospital, 
1745 E street, Lincoln, where Glenn 
Obert is confined. 


The rocking beds and other respira- 
tory equipment for Glenn and another 
polio patient in the same room are oper- 
ated by electric motors. Lillian Clark, 
operator of the hospital, notified the fire 
department of the power breakage and 
the rescue squad was on the scene within 
five minutes. A line was strung to the 
house next door to reestablish power 
within the house. Later, with the ar- 
rival of power company employees, the 
line was connected to a pole of another 
power company. During the current 
break the life-giving equipment was re- 
tained in operation by batteries. 

Glenn, a member of Lincoln Plant, 
was stricken by bulbar poliomyelitis in 
October 1954. The attack left him de- 
pendent on artificial means for respira- 
tion. Much of his time is spent in the 
rocking bed, while a chest respirator is 
used at mealtime and during resting 
periods, 

Glenn wants to say Hello to all his 
old friends. “Tell each of them for me,” 
he said, “till I can drop in on you— 
you drop in on me.” Glenn still re- 
tains the friendly. cheerful attitude that 
made him so popular as an on-the-job 
employee, 


You Could Hear a Pin Drop 


Those who like their noise in crash- 
ing crescendos were present and ac- 
counted for on Wednesday and Thurs- 
day evenings, August 28 and 29, as the 
twin telephone leagues of Lincoln men 
got under way with their 35-week 
season. 


The league was doubled in size this 
year as eight entire teams were added 
to the roster. This necessitated the 
reservation of eight alleys weekly on 
Thursday nights. Applicants for the 
vacant spots flooded the personnel 
office long before the start of the season 
and the 16 six-man teams were com- 
pletely filled several weeks ago. 


Following is a list of the teams and 
captains who will vie for the 1957-58 
championship trophy. The winning 
team will be determined in a roll-off 
of the two league-leading aggregations 
at the close of the season. 


Wednesday League 


Team Captain 
CONnSIRICEION. 255 53 vice ee .che Norman Duer 
FECOUNING ceetsss26 che scene. John Backstrom 
TOM OU FS ce) wcasacracie: Made minecs Si goc: Chet Harp 
SI WIRCHIOOIN ccd cc ce nae occ nk Rex King 
NOD SUD DIY scsscelecanencecitilncdeic a. Dean Hobson 
Outside Service......................... Les Hansen 
Business Office...................... Dean Hamilton 
Inside Service..........02.22..002..cecceecee eee Al Ager 

Thursday League 

Team Captain 
Genl. Commercial...................... Loran Powell 
Bug Hunters.........................-.--.-. Russ White 
Cleveland Indians................ Lloyd Cleveland 
Engineers phcwacibnte ensiealt aecastene cnc auns Curtis Sieck 
01h | 2] 4-5 eC a aT Cr EES Bob Clark 
Pole =<) a Ivan Tyrrell 
Winders bid 2)-) eee Rollie Winders 
Wayside Service.......................--..... Les Way 


Ray Joins Elk’s National Family 

Rising higher in the BPOE official 
family, Ted M. Ray, district clerk at 
Beatrice and past 
exalter ruler of Be- 
atrice Lodge Num- 
ber 619, has been 
appointed District 
Deputy Grand Ex- 
alted Ruler for Ne- 
braska East. Elk 
lodges under his 
jurisdiction include 
those at Beatrice, 


Columbus, Fair- 


Ted M. Ray 
bury, Fremont, Falls City, Lincoln, Ne- 
braska City, Norfolk, Omaha and York. 
The appointment was made by H. L. 
Blackledge of Kearney, Grand Exalted 
Ruler, BPOE-, 
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"I'm Just Going To Sit” 


One of the nicest men we know 
shook off the burdens of workaday life 
on September 1 to 
join the ranks of re- 
tired employees. No 
one could have 
taken his labors 
more seriously than 
Charles F. Peach- 
man, toll wire chief, 
for his was the great 
responsibility of 
keeping the toll cir- 
cuits of LT&T-land 


in good order and quality. 
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Charlies F. Peachman 


The forward strides in toll trans- 
raission of recent years have added 
tremendously to the complexity of his 
work and Charles has found it necessary 
to study as hard at the end of his career 
as he did at its beginning. 


He came to LT&T in September 1919 
after service in World War I to be- 
come a line helper in the toll wire chief’s 
department. Later he worked as com- 
binationman and toll testman before 
setting out for Wyoming as a home- 
steader in March 1922. He was em- 
ployed during the winter months of 
1922 and 1923, after which he worked 
regularly as a combinationman, test- 
boardman and transmission testman. 
He was appointed toll wire chief in 
November 1929 succeeding Jay Pugs- 
ley. He has held this position con- 
tinuously since that time. 


Charles is fortunate to have a num- 
ber of burning interests which he is 
sure will keep his retirement years as 
busy as those on the job. He is a stamp 
collector and the bulk of his accumula- 
tion occup‘es a considerable portion of 
his house. It will take years, at best, to 
sort and catalog the collection, His iris 
and gladioli gardens will take care of 
his outdoor inclinations, while the back- 
log of projects for work on his home 
and property is of considerable extent. 
He has sworn a solemn oath to his con- 
federates at the noonday canasta table 
that he will be on hand every day 
snowstorms excepted—to take his cus- 
tomary seat during the hour of play. 

We can hardly believe Mr. Peach- 
man meant it when he said, “I’m just 
going to sit during the first ten years 
of my retirement and after that I'll 
begin to rock.” 


New Responsibilities For Adamson, Husing 


and Kermoade 


2 


C. H. Kermoade J. D. Adamson 


The retirement of Charles J. Crew, area manager at 
Geneva, initiated a series of managerial changes among south- 
ern district personnel. Joseph D. Adamson, who has been 
area manager at Tecumseh since March 1955, returns to the 
familiar prairies of the western district to replace Mr. Crew. 
William H. Husing, exchange manager at Wilber, succeeds 
Mr. Adamson at Tecumseh. Charles H. Kermoade, exchange 
manager at Western, moves to Wilber and the position va- 
cated by Mr. Husing. The changes were effective September 


i 


Mr. Adamson dates his telephone service from October 
1946 when he joined the company as combinationman at 


Nelson. He moved to Superior in a like position in July 1949 


W. H. Husing 


and to Edgar in April 1950. He was appointed manager for 
the Edgar exchange in February 1951 and later that year 
went to Hastings as district clerk. His selection as area man- 
ager for Tecumseh came in March 1955. 

Mr. Husing originally hired out at Seward as combination- 
man in October 1942 and transferred to Weeping Water 
Plant in July of the following year. He served in World War 
II for nearly a year during 1945-46, returning to employ- 
ment as combinationman at Tecumseh. In May 1949 he was 
appointed exchange manager at Sterling. He migrated to 
Wilber as exchange manager in June 1956. 


Mr. Kermoade started young in the business, working as 


janitor for the Auburn exchange during his high school years. 
His first full-time job was as groundman for the exchange in 
February 1943. A month later he joined the Navy, where 
he served for three years during World War II. He returned 
to LT&T in March 1946 in his former job, but soon moved 
to Lincoln as a construction department employee. In April 
1947 he went to Syracuse as combinationman. Later he 
worked in Seward Plant before his appointment as exchange 
manager at Milford in September 1952. His move to Western 


came in August 1953. 


Wires Won't Stop a Train 


A huge semivtrailer, loaded with 
crushed rock, took to the ditch to avoid 
a meeting with a U. P. train at the 
crossing on Highway 77 five miles south 
of Lincoln; thereby starting a chain of 


circumstances that spelled trouble for 
LT@T. 


The truck snapped one of the tall 
cedar poles carrying the toll circuits 
from Lincoln to Beatrice and points 


beyond. The wires swung low across 
the railroad tracks just as the locomo- 
tive churned past. The result is shown 
in the picture above. 


The accident happened at about 1:30 
p.m., Sunday, August 25, and nearly 
12 hours elapsed before service could 
be completely restored. The poles car- 
ried 40 wires and a six-pair R.D. cable. 

A. W. Holcomb and Art King were 
on the scene shortly. Later the rigs of 
Tom Chinnock and Bob White arrived 
with materials and make-up crews, for 
construction men are sometimes hard to 
find on a Sunday afternoon. The men 
labored through the day and by spot- 
light until 1:30 the following morning 
to repair the damage. 


The capsized truck, origin of the communica- 
tions snarl, is inspected by A. W. Holcomb, super- 
visor of construction, and daughter Lynn. 
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Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by the 
Telephone Employees Mutual Benefit 
Association in July and August 1957: 


Primary Members: Opal Allison, Account- 
ing, $142.75; Eunice Bailey, Accounting, $180.45; 
Bedriec Wanek, Lincoln Commercial, $12.50; 
Thelma Spellman, Cafeteria, $15.00; H. W. 
Cane, Engineering, $10.00; G. M. Albury, Gen- 
eral Plant, $25.00; T. B. Chinnock, General 
Plant, $12.50; Dorothy Lefler, General Plant, 
$7.50; H. C. Smith, General Plant, $25.00; D. W. 
Smith, General Plant, $15.00: Florence Tat- 
man, General Plant, $25.00; G. E. Carter, Lin- 
coln Plant, $12.50; E. W. Drewel, Lincoln Plant, 
$10.00; A. J. Higgins, Lincoln Plant, $225.15; 
J. P. Howland, Lincoln Plant, $10.00; M. H. 
Metcalf, Lincoln Plant, $297.35; E. C. Schrank, 
Lincoln Plant, $10.00; Hattie Staley, Lincoln 
Plant, $337.50; R. D. Confer, Construction, 
$153.75; E. J. Hoaglin, Construction, $25.00; 
J. J. Richards, Construction, $15.00; R. E. 
Grant, Supply, $56.00; W. T. Haas, Supply, 
$287.50; J. L. Brendle, Supply, $20.00; Dorothy 
Darnold, Hastings Commercial, $22.50; Lola 
Langner, Seward Commercial, $162.45: F. L. 
Kipling, Auburn Plant, $25.00: B. L. Ford, Be- 
atrice Plant, $76.00; L. A. Genrich, Beatrice 
Plant, $6.00; W. R. Minich, Geneva Plant, 
$842.85; J. A. Rhodes, Wilber Plant, $24.00; 
Merna Bates, David City Traffic, $21.10; Emma 
Ebbeka, Geneva Traffic, $15.00; Ruth Comp- 
ton, Hastings Traffic, $10.00; Ann Konen, 
Hastings Traffic, $6.00; Barbara Ruby, Hast- 
ings Traffic, $7.50; Mary Woods, Nebraska 
City Traffic, $10.00; Lila Shaw, Lincoln Traffic, 
$123.35: Doris Sutton, Lincoln Traffic, $18.00; 
Mabel Volpp, Lincoln Traffic, $464.50; Arlene 
Reetz, York Traffic, $15.00: Nancy Cramer, 
York Traffic, $10.00; C. W. Albers, Pension, 
$671.50; F. E. Behm, Pension, $10.00; Herbert 
Huddleston, Pension, $320.20; A. S. Keckler, 
Pension, $14.50; Roy J. Rogers, Pension, $25.00; 
R. I. Schouborg, Pension, $63.20; H. M. Zim- 
merman, Pension, $264.70; and H. E. Velte, 
Nebr. Tel. Dir. Co., $12.50. 


Dependents: 43 dependent claims paid for 
a total of $4,804.75. 
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Robert W. Blackford, Lincoln Plant, tries his skill with the darts at a 


booth in the carnival grounds. The attendants are Alice Miller, left, and 
Ardis Henderson, both of Lincoln Traffic. 


Talent was high and competition was rugged in the horseshoe tourna- 
ment. Here, Frank Hendrix, left and Harold Eurlich, both of Supply, try 
for ringers at the distant stake. 
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We Ore ee nd 


People everywhere! Those who were first served hurried through their 
meal to give their places at the picnic tables to others farther down the 
line. Many remained at the tables for the Bingo game which followed the 
supper hour. 


The Family At Play 


More people, more food, more Prizes, more fun. . . Everything was 


bigger and better as LT&T employees’ Picnic establishes a new attendance record 


It would be pretty hard to imagine a housewife issuing an 
invitation to all her friends to come to dinner—with an 
added note to bring their families, their boy friends and best 
girls, too. 


It might be difficult to plan such a meal. She’d need a 
crystal ball to know, beforehand, how many would accept 
her generous invitation. 


The same sort of problem presents itself each year to the 
general committee for the annual employees’ picnic. There’s 
no way of knowing how many will be on hand for the meal 
until it is too late to do much about it. 


The thermometer hovered in the low eighties—perfect 
picnic weather—and it seemed that all roads led to Capitol 
Beach on the memorable Saturday, August 10. Dean Hamil- 
ton and his registration crew were swamped by the deluge 
of picnickers all through the afternoon, with the usual in- 
crease in numbers occurring as the dinner hour approached. 
The carnival grounds and contest areas were swarming with 
participants and spectators. 


Best scores in the carnival compet were made by Charles 
Connors, Mrs. Bill Hartz, Joan Shipp and Dick Pieper. The 
winners of the games and races were: Darrell Shipp, Bobby 
McCown, Ronny Sieck, Linda Schlop, Carol Blythe, Daugna 
Lucs, Gary Powell, Vivian Paro, Dick Fischer, Sandy Smith, 
Dale Weber, Delores Cipper, Maryanne Liesveld, Tommy 
Hedges, Janet Forke and Gordon Bitting. 


A flock of entries were received for the horseshoe tour- 
nament and the winners finally emerged from a long after- 
noon of rugged competition. Doyle Fisher and Ken Paro cap- 
tured the championship, with Frank Hendrix and Bob Stall 
taking second place. 


fine way in helping stretch their budget. 
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The registration books closed as the dinner bell rang 
with a record inscription of 1,498 names. Some picnickers 
arrived too late for registration but in time for the meal, 
so the total actually accounted for reached 1,512. Even that 
figure is far below the number of meals served, estimated to 
be 1,586. The former attendance record of 1,360 was estab- 


lished last year. 


The featured item on the menu was fried chicken; lib- 
erally supplemented by baked beans, cole slaw, potato salad, 
ice cream and beverages. The fried chicken eventually ran 
out and some of the late comers had to be content with baked 
ham. The badge of merit should be awarded to the food and 
serving committees for the manner in which they handled 


their difficult, important assignments. 


There were prizes galore, with more than 30 lucky num- 
bers being called at the picnic tables. The Bingo prizes num- 
bered as many more. Carl Mischnick and Harlan Gillespie 
called the temperature on the nose — 82 degrees at four 
o’clock—in the weather contest. Marvin Pilfold was first to 
identify the Mystery Person, who was George Hansen, the 
elder. 


After dinner the young-at-heart rushed to the Midway to 
use 5,629 gift tickets on the rides and concessions. 


The general picnic committee was composed of Kay E. 
Johnson, chairman, Eunice Bailey, Darlene Multer, B. D. 
Pattison and F. D. Hamilton. Co-chairmen were Don Swan- 
son, Bill Quinn, Estella Foght, Oliver Hoffman, Les Way, Bill 
Hartz, Harold Brady and Lyman Neff. With them, in various 
capacities, worked 100 people—give or take a few—all intent 
in making this the biggest and best in a long line of company 
picnics. The record book shows it was the biggest. Many 
people insist it was the best. 
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The balloon toss. Object of the game seems to be to see that the 
water-filled balloon breaks in the partner’s hands. 


View of the gallery at the games and races. The contests are divided 
by age groups and most of the young athletes here are waiting their turn 
to take the field. 


Nobody has a better time than our retired folk at the picnic. Cham- 
pion handshakers of the day were, from left: Bill Hassler, Bert Huddleston 
and Georae Hansen. 


The registration committee put in their hardest day. Here Charles 
Hansen and Dean Hamilton have just finished signing up Francis Nichelson 


of Wahoo and Marie Vidlock, Accounting. 
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Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 

J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Ladies Of Leisure 


Pauline Reckard 
Lincoln Plattsmouth 


Addaline Christian 


The applications for retirement of 
Addaline B. Christian, Lincoln Traffic 
and Pauline E. Reckard, Plattsmouth 
Traffic, have been approved by the Em- 
ployees’ Benefit Committee, both hav- 
ing met the qualifications of the Em- 
ployees’ Pension Plan. Accordingly the 
retirement of Mrs. Christian became ef- 
fective July 11 and that of Mrs. Reckard 
on August 1, 

Addaline Christian amassed an un- 
broken service record of more than 32 
years, having been first employed as re- 
lief operator at Weeping Water in No- 
vember 1924. In 1929 she was named 
assistant chief operator at the exchange 
and in January 1940 became chief oper- 
ator. In February 1948 she transferred 
to Ashland as a cashier and later that 
year became a member of Lincoln Traf- 
fic in which department she rounded 
out her telephone career. 

Pauline Reckard’s service at the 
Plattsmouth exchange dates back to 
May 1918 when she began the first of 
several terms of employment continuing 
to March 1926. Not until January 1943 
did she again appear on the payroll. She 
left again in June 1944, returning in 
January 1945, from which time she 
worked continuously in Plattsmouth 
Traffic. Her accumulation of credited 
service totals more than 20 years. 
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The News camera, searching for an outstand- 
ing field of corn in late August, focussed on this 
scene west of Seward. “It ought to make 150 
bushels an acre,’ guessed Bob Gray, at right. 


Even the staunchest Nebraskan will 
admit that the month of August in the 
Cornhusker State does not often meas- 
ure up to other seasons of the year. But 
things were different in 1957. 

Abundant and timely rainfall, coupled 
with great expansion in irrigation, gave 
us an August of verdant fields and pas- 
tures, Corn stalks rose high and sturdy, 
with massive ears filled to their rounded 
tips with golden kernels. Experts say 
that one of Nebraska’s greatest corn 
crops is in the making. 

The News camera found one such 
field 314, miles west of Seward on the 
farm of August Rolfsmeier, who is seen 
in the picture discussing crop prospects 
with R. H. Gray, area manager at 
Seward. Mr. Rolfsmeier, with his son- 
in-law, farms 560 acres. His three wells 
irrigate 124 acres of corn, 60 acres of 
grain sorghum and 20 acres of soy- 
beans. Last year, when dryland corn 
crops were badly riddled by drought 
and grasshoppers, his fields averaged 
more than 100 bushels per acre of ir- 
rigated corn. This year they look even 
better. 

Mr. Rolfsmeier grows good crops by 
design—not by accident, He has been 
irrigating since 1941 and was the first 
in his area to begin planting hybrid 
seed. Fields designated for corn are pre- 
sprayed for root worm and the growing 
crop is sprayed by airplane for grass- 
hopper control. 

Our territory’s rich, black soil and a 
controlled water supply are the ingre- 
dients for a brilliant agricultural future. 
It will be molded by farmer-businessmen 
such as August Rolfsmeier, for the 
science of successful farming has kept 
pace with the fast-moving age in which 
we live. The farming methods of yester- 
year have passed into oblivion. 
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New Homes For Ithaca 
and Ocfavia 


The unattended dial exchanges at 
Ithaca and Octavia have a change of 
surroundings as both have been moved 
from rented quarters to newly con- 
structed CDO buildings nearby. Ithaca’s 
move came on July 26 and that of 
Octavia on August 27. 


Both moves were made in the early 
afternoon by eastern district plant 
forces. The service interruption was 
held to approximately one hour, 


Green Rolls Past 45 


Robert M. Green, whose age must 
belie his youthful appearance, observed a 
monumental step in his telephone career 
July 22 when he ac- 
cepted a luncheon 
invitation and found 
himself to be in the 
spotlight of the oc- 
casion. The event 
was arranged to 
commemorate Bob’s 
approaching 45th 
anniversary as a 
member of LT€/T, 


which was to come 


Robert M. Green 


to pass on July 25. 

Mr. Green is the second “oldest” ac- 
tive employee, with only C. B. Meshier 
presently topping him in years of serv- 
ice. Bob joined the company in 1912 
as a “student” in the local service de- 
partment. In January 1914 he became 
a shopman and in July 1916 returned to 
the wire chief’s section where his con- 
scientious and skillful labors have long 
been established as a model for emula- 
tion by others. He is of the second 
generation to serve in this department. 
His father, Merrill Green, had posted 
a record of more than a quarter century 
of service—much of the type and caliber 
that Bob is giving now-—-when he re- 
tired from active duty in 1939, 

Bob’s 45-year pin was presented by 
Merle M. Hale at the luncheon held at 
the Cornhusker Hotel. Among the 
guests were company officers, depart- 
ment heads and a number of Bob’s old 
friends and fellow workers including: 
R. H. Zimmerman, J. L. Baxter. R. M. 
Cleveland, A. T. Albers, G. E. Miller. 
L. H. Pierce, L. C. Hutchison, L. G. 
Saunders, R. J. Connors and R. L. 
Clinton. 


Takin’ It Easier 


When Charles J. Crew cleaned out 
his desk on the last day on the job as 
area manager at Geneva, he found it 
contained several mementos of long 
ago; for it has been many a moon since 
he first opened shop at that location. 

Mr. Crew retired from active em- 
ployment September 1 as his term of 
service approached 
the fortieth year. 
In April 1918 he 
‘hired out” at 
Weeping Water in 
his first telephone 
job and after gather- 
ing experience for a 
year and a half he 
was dispatched to 
Brainard as wire 
chief. It wasn’t long 
before he was entitled to add the word 
“manager” to his nameplate and in 
August 1920 he was assigned as man- 
ager to a larger exchange at Polk. 

For the next 14 years Charley main- 
tained the plant, the service and good 
public relations at Polk. In February 
1934 he went to Geneva as manager 
and in September 1937 he was pro- 
moted to area manager, the position he 
was destined to occupy for exactly 20 
years. 

The years have been good to the 
Crews. They look forward with great 
anticipation to some leisurely traveling 
both to the north and south. They in- 
tend to retain their residence in Geneva, 
however, and our ardent golfer no doubt 
will sharpen up his game with the added 
opportunity for play and practice. 
Charley is currently the president of 
the local golf club, 


Charles J. Crew 


Headlines 


T. E. Longdon area manager at Fair- 
bury, was elected president of the City 
Museum Board at the organizational 
meeting of that body on July 18. 

J. L. (Jack) Ruble, Fairbury combin- 
ationman, was installed commander of 
American Legion Post No. 24 at Fair- 
bury on August 19. 

Harvey Armagost, area manager at 
David City, has been named to fill a 
vacancy on the Board of Education for 
the David City public schools. 


Promotions - Transfers - Title Changes 


Nadine Lacey 
Service Assistant 


Accounting 


Darlene Boukather, operator, Lincoln Traf- 
fic, to machine operator. 


Maxine Jansen, machine operator to ad- 
vanced clerical. 


Commercial 
Sophia Gekas, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 
Mary Wanek, clerk to advanced clerk, Lin- 
coln. 
Virginia Wurtz, clerk to service repre- 
sentative, Lincoln. 
Engineering 
B. C. Macholan, installer-rrepairman, COE, 
Hastings Plant, to engineer. 


J. K. Schleiger, draftsman to engineering 
assistant. 


Plant 


B. S. Anderson, groundman, Beatrice, to 
splicer’s helper, Lincoln Construction. 

LaVerne D. Anderson, groundman to 
driver, Lincoln Construction. 

Robert J. Ankersen, groundman to line- 
man, Lincoln Construction. 

Jack Billings, combinationman, Fairbury 
to Beatrice. 

Merle D. Chamberlain, driver-lineman, 
Lincoln Construction, to equipment repair- 
man, Supply. 

Louis R. Cink, switchboardman to installer- 
repairman, COE, Wahoo. 

Joseph G. Durr, combinationman to switch- 
boardman, Nebraska City. 

Howard Ejickman, groundman, Nebraska 


J. K. Schleiger 
Engineering Assistant 


Wilma Ball 
Service Assistant 
Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln 


City Construction, to combinationman, 
Seward. 


N. M. Forsman, driver, Construction, to 
driver-lineman, Hastings. 

Darryl M. Hunt, driver, Construction, Lin- 
coln, to driver-lineman, York. 

F. L. McCormick, switchman to installer- 
repairman, COE, Hastings. 

D. R. McKean, switchman to_ installer- 
repairman, COE, Hastings. 

Bobby E. Miller, lineman, Construction, 
Beatrice to Hastings. 


James W. Shafer, combinationman, Seward, 
to lineman, Lincoln Construction. 


Archie E. Stansbury, combinationman, Be- 
atrice to central wire chief’s office, Lincoln. 

Charles R. Stock, lineman, Construction, 
Lincoln, to combinationman, Nebraska City. 

Leonard J. Voet, groundman, Construction, 
Beatrice to Lincoln. 

Harold A. Williams, combinationman to 
switchman, Pawnee City. 

Traffic 

Wilma Ball, operator to service assistant, 
Lincoln. 

Iva Bornemeier, operator, Ashland to Lin- 
coln. 

Nadine Lacey, operator to service assistant, 
Lincoln. 

Jeanette Persinger, operator, Hastings to 
Lincoln. 

Treasurer’s Office 

Jane Phillips, secretary, Engineering, to 

treasury clerk. 


Blessed Events 


Henry and Marlene Schneider wel- 
comed the arrival of a girl, Pamela 
Denise, on May 30. Marlene is on leave 
from Lincoln Traffic. 

Florence Calder, Accounting, and 
husband Joe announce the arrival of a 
son, Randy, on July 10. 

A girl, Tracy Ann, was born to Larry 
Connealy, Accounting, and wife Nancy 
on July 15. Nancy is on leave from Lin- 
coln Commercial. 

William and Janice Nickoles are the 
proud parents of a daughter, Denise 
Inez, born July 26. Janice is on leave 
from Lincoln Traffic. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Rolland Drake are the 
proud parents of a girl named Joleen 
Rae, born July 29. Rolly is a switch- 
man at Beatrice. 


Mr. and Mrs. B. C. Macholan an- 
nounce the birth of a son, Craig Sterling, 
on August 17. Bernard is employed in 
Engineering. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerrold Schleiger an- 
nounce the birth of a daughter August 
31. Jerry is employed in the engineer- 
ing department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Brown are the 
proud parents of a girl, Charise Lynette, 
born July 7. Mrs. Brown is employed in 
Hastings Traffic. 


Letellier and Smith Wear Diamonds 


At the Letellier-Smith 40-Year Dinner. Seated: Howard C. Smith, Merle M. Hale, W. A. Letellier. 


ORR wey 


Standing: Al Ager, M. C. Walker, G. M. Albury, G. B. Keith, I. D. Livingston, K. L. Lawson, Ivan Pad- 
dack, H. W. Stroup, M. H. Metcalf, H. W. Spahnle, R. R. Guthrie, Houghton Furr, C. B. Meshier, Walter 


F. Roberts, A. M. Newens. 


The “Forty-Year” Club gained two 
members during August with the initi- 
ation of W. A. Letellier of Nebraska 
City and Howard C. Smith of Lincoln. 
The two were honored at a dinner given 
at the Hotel Cornhusker on August 26 
where their diamond-set emblems were 
presented by Merle M. Hale, vice presi- 
dent. 


Mr. Letellier gave the telephone busi- 
ness a whirl as early as May 1915 when 
he joined a crew at Beatrice. He worked 
until mid-September. Another period 
of employment was recorded from No- 
vember 1915 until January 1916. In 
April 1917 he began a four-month stint 
with the Auburn Telephone Company, 
leaving to join forces with LT&T as 
lineman at Beatrice August 13, 1917, the 


date his service record officially began. 
He rose to become foreman of a con- 
struction crew before returning to Au- 
burn as combinationman in May 1921. 
Five years later, to the day, he moved 
to Nebraska City where he has accumu- 
lated the remainder of his two-score 
years. 

Mr. Smith first appeared on the pay- 
roll at Harvard in April 1917. Later he 
worked as lineman at Hastings and Be- 
atrice; wire chief at Adams; manager at 
Dunbar; combinationman at Wahoo; 
switchboardman at Lincoln and switch- 
man at Seward. He returned to Lin- 
coln as equipment foreman in 1942; was 
appointed assistant chief switchman in 
1947; acting chief switchman in January 
1949 and chief switchman in December 
of that year. 


Happiness Ahead 


Henrietta Maly, Wahoo Traffic, and 
Roger Nelson were united in marriage 
on July 27 at the St. Wenceslaus Cath- 
olic Church. Mrs. Nelson has trans- 
ferred to Lincoln Traffic. 

Betty Lou Weber, Auburn Traffic, 
became the bride of Harlan Oestmann 
on July 28 at the Zion Lutheran Church 
in Johnson. 

Dorothy Griffin of Lincoln Traffic be- 
came Mrs. Leroy Seng on August 3 at 
the Chapel of Lincoln Air Force Base. 

Marcene Volkmer, Nebraska City 
Traffic, and Eugene Klein of Union 
were married at St. Bernards Catholic 
Church in Julian on August 3. 

Carole Wynn and Thomas Oom were 
united in marriage at St. Gregory’s 
Church, Marysville, Kansas, on August 
10. Carole is employed in Lincoln Traf- 
fic. 

The marriage of Marge Tvrz, Account- 
ing, to Darrell Armstrong took place 
August 11 at the First Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church in Wilber. 

Marlene Wait, Lincoln Commercial, 
and William Nuttleman exchanged 
wedding vows August 24 in a ceremony 
performed at St. Paul Methodist Church. 

Carol Goff, Revenue Accounting, be- 
came the bride of Ed Carlson at Grace 
Methodist Church in Lincoln on August 
al. 


Hi, Neighbor 


While on a vacation bus trip Jim Baxter, 
Lincoln Plant, overheard a snatch of con- 
versation from an adjoining seat. He thought 
it contained a thought that should be passed 
along. One southern gentleman, discussing 
the ills of the world with a companion, said: 
“What's wrong with this country is that 
everybody lives next door to-they don’t 
know who.’ There’s some truth to that, 
we ll readily agree. 


Toll Circuits Take To The Skies 


The new microwave feeding arrangement for toll circuits between Lin- 


coln, David City and Wahoo. 


On August 6, the Federal Communications Commission 
approved the application of LT&T for the construction of a 
microwave system to provide toll message facilities from 
the new dial exchanges at David City and Wahoo to Lincoln. 


shortly. 


coln 210 feet. 


The system is designed to supplement present open wire 
circuits and to release some of them for other purposes. 

A site has been purchased adjacent to U. S. Highway 30 
near the Butler-Saunders county line where a 260-foot tower 
is to be erected as the intermediate point of the system. This 
location is 14% miles north and 4% miles east of Brainard. 
Construction of the guyed tower is scheduled to begin 


The microwave system will operate on a line-of-sight 
basis, with an ultimate capacity of 120 messages facilities 
between Lincoln and the Brainard tower and 60 paths be- 
tween that point to both Wahoo and David City. 

Present plans call for the mounting of reflectors on the 
Brainard, Wahoo and David City towers, caroming the micro- 
wave beams into collectors or “dishes” at the towers’ bases. 
The tower at David City will be 120 feet in height, that of 
Wahoo 75 feet, and the present self-supporting tower at Lin- 


The installation actually will provide for two microwave 
channels; one of which will stand by, to be put into instant 


use automatically in event of fading or failure of the other 


channel. 


issues. 
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This will be a historic “first” for LT&T and the News 
will attempt to keep well abreast of its progress in future 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


Nebraska City Area 


by Norma Jean Dettmer and Betty Christensen 


Vacations are still in full swing in Nebraska 
City. Those who stayed home and took life 
easy were Lillian Bader, Elaine Teten, Edna 
Komma, Bernice West, Velma Abker, Mary 
Tackett, Evelyn Denson, Margaret Watkins 
and Helen Wurtele. ... Val Lant vacationed 
in Estes Park, Denver, and the Black Hills. 
. . . George and Josephine Placek went to 
Florida due to the illness of their daughter. 

. Eunice Riggs visited in Madison, Wis- 
consin. . . . Lois Hoback went to Indianapolis 
and LaFayette, Indiana and Owensboro, Ken- 
tucky. . . . Adele Ganzel and family vaca- 
tioned in Colorado and Wyoming... . Betty 
Phillips visited in Des Moines, Iowa. tone 
Snooks Steckly vacationed in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. . . . Ruby Clite attended the wedding 
anniversary of her parents in Red Oak, Iowa. 

. Al Letellier and family vacationed in 
Nebraska and Kansas. . Vacations have 
taken the spotlight in Syracuse news, too. 
Elsie France spent a few days at Clear Lake, 


Iowa, visiting her daughter. . . . Louise Budt, 
janitress, attended a Ladies Church Conven- 
tion at the Crete College. . . . Janice Collins 


vacationed in the western states and at Red 
Oak, Iowa. . . . Chester Byard spent a week 
in the Black Hills. . . . Norma Jean Dettmer 
fished at Big Alkili Lake near Valentine... . 
Employees and their families who attended 
the Company picnic were Elmer Neujahr, 
Donald Jacobson, Chester Byard, Betty 
Peoples, Norma Jean Dettmer, Joyce Hofker, 
Phyllis Ehmke and Eldean Antes... . Donald 
Jacobson and Norma Jean Dettmer were two 
of the fortunate ones to win door prizes.... 
Helen Eis, Linda Fallers and Kay Bassett 
started for the picnic but met with a car 
accident on the way. We are happy to report 
no one was seriously injured. ... Gloria Well- 
man enjoyed a day at Pioneer Village at 
Minden. .. . Sonia Copenhaver is a new stu- 
dent operator now in training. . . . Our con- 
dolences to Lorraine Steckly whose mother 
passed away on July 30, and to Lois Hobak in 
the death of her father on July 22. 


Plattsmouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


Don Rutledge spent his vacation working at 
home painting his house. . . . Eleanor Lane, 
chief operator, Weeping Water, spent part of 
her vacation visiting relatives in [linois.... 
Ann Stoll returned from a visit in Seattle. 
She enjoyed the Water Follies and also the 
Sea Fair week where numerous motion pic- 
ture and radio stars appeared. .. . Rose Janda 
returned to work after a very leisurely vaca- 
tion, spending a week in Estes Park, Colorado 
and the remainder of the time at home... . 
Claud Clary spent his vacation fishing and 
boating in Minnesota. . . The Traffic and 
Commercial Gals gathered at the Hotel Coffee 
Shop for a farewell party for Pauline Reckard 
who retired the last of July. A very pleasant 
time was had by all and at the close of the 
evening the gals presented Pauline a gift... . 
Lloyd Lane, Weeping Water Plant, and family 
spent most of their vacation at home. When 
Lloyd couldn't be found around the house, all 
one had to do was go to the lake, and there 
would be Lloyd with fish pole in hand. His 
wife, Lucille, who is night operator, tried to 
catch up on her many hours of lost sleep.... 
John A. McKinzie, former general plant 
superintendent, was a visitor in the Weeping 
Water office recently. . . . Grace Heigl has re- 
turned to work after a wonderful trip to 
California. She visited Disneyland, Lake 


SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT 


of “Lincoln Telephone Employees Co-operative 
Credit Association” of Lincoln, Lancaster County, 
Nebraska, at the close of business on June 30, 
1957. 


ASSETS 
Cash and due from banks .................. $ 23,673.90 
U. S. Bonds—Direct and Guaranteed .. 147,850.75 
Other Bonds, L. T. & T. Stock ............ 29,361.05 
Loans Gnd: DISCOUNNES scccecccce eel se 257,465.75 


Other Assets, Interest receivable, pre- 


DOIG “EXPENSE: sacsecrcmasccsncascdundavtedncciestcc 1,827.11 
WOREAL (PRSSEUS: cessed caeeiceee le $460,178.56 
LIABILITIES 
Demand Deposits ............ $366,798.75 

TOTAL DEPOSITS ............ $366,798.75 
Other Liabilities, Interest 
UMEGIMNG? ...0c55 es 5,688.70 
TOTAL LIABILITIES ...... 372,487.45 
Guaranty Fund iccccocssecesss 8,934.43 
Undivided Profits -........... 5,892.68 
Members’ Share Accounts 72,864.00 
TOTAL, LUBE ES ricocs overseen cerca $460,178.56 


[, R. H. Spohn, President of the above-named 
Association, do solemnly swear that the above 
statement is true, to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. 
R. H. SPOHN 
Correct—Attest: I. J. Devoe, H. W. Cane, Hough- 
ton Furr, Supervisory Committee. 
State of Nebraska, County of Lancaster, ss: Sworn 
to and subscribed before me this 8th day of 
August, 1957, and I hereby certify that I am 
not an officer of this Association. 
My Commission expires September 2, 1959. 
J. E. Backstrom, 
(SEAL) Notary Public 


Arrowhead and on the return trip stopped at 
Las Vegas. ... Alice Sharpnack, Traffic, va- 
cationed at home and enjoyed the relaxation. 

. . Bob Humiston and family enjoyed a two 
weeks vacation in Kansas. ... Sincere sym- 
pathy is extended to Mary L. Meyer, Weeping 
Water Traffic, in the death of her father on 
August 31. 


Wahoo Area 


by Leona Benal and Mary Beaty 


Rose Marie Meduna spent her last week of 
vacation at home taking life easy and doing 
some swimming. We might add that she came 
back to work with a beautiful tan. ... Inez 
and Dewey Olsen spent the last week of their 
vacation at home. ... Mary Beaty spent part 
of her vacation visiting the sights of Chicago. 
... Ed Canarsky vacationed around home and 
plans to spend his other week fishing in Min- 
nesota. ... As for fishing, it doesn’t pay to 
go in the fog, says Bill Behrens. Early on 
a foggy Sunday morning, he and friends were 
en route for a session of fishing and were in 
an accident. Fortunately no one was hurt 
seriously, but Bill limped around for quite 
a while on two sprained ankles... . Congratu- 
lations to Joy Knisley who is the proud 
owner of a lovely diamond. ... E. L. Dor- 
land and family returned from their vacation 
to Sunny California, where Mr. Dorland ac- 
quired quite a tan! ... Louie Cink vacationed 
at home just taking it easy. ...Elvera Olson, 
janitress at Wahoo, resigned her position to 
move to California. A going-away gift was 
presented to her from all the gals. 


Seward Area 


by Helen Norwood 
Vacations are still in full swing. Dick 
Fischer, manager at Milford, spent part of 
his vacation at the State Fair. Martha Merz, 
Traffic, spent her vacation at Norfolk and 
Denver. Beata Merz, Traffic, spent her vaca- 
tion visiting in and around Norfolk. Eileen 
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Brauer, Traffic, spent her vacation with her 
children and visiting in Daykin. Gladys 
Walker, Traffic, and Shirley Niemann, Com- 
mercial, also enjoyed their vacations at home. 
Those attending the annual picnic in Lincoln 
were R. H. Gray, Jim Shaffer, Mike Svoboda, 
Jerry Shipley, Dick Fischer and their fam- 
ilies. Lola Langner also attended and won a 
pound of coffee. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
by Marcelene Behrends 


July and August were great months for 
vacations. Elva Remmers spent ten days 
sightseeing and visiting in Yellowstone, Chey- 
enne, Denver and Colorado Springs. The tour 
up Pikes Peak was especially interesting. 
They had a very cautious and friendly bus 
driver. ... Dorothy Biggerstaff enjoyed rest- 
ing at home and visiting with her niece from 
St. Louis. . . June Taylor was busy painting 
and cleaning in her new house. . . .Roberta 
Bohl spent a weck visiting her parents 
at Johnson. Oakel Butler entertained 
relatives from Oklahoma and Texas and 
also went to Davenport, Iowa. . . . Fish- 
ing in Minnesota on Dead Lake and Sand 
Lake was enjoyed by Marcelene Behrends, 
Fenton Kipling and Harry Rogers. . . . Myron 
Birdsley has been enjoying the “peace and 
quiet” at home. Mrs. Birdsley and daughter 
Jean have been vacationing on the Hawaiian 
Islands. . . . George Damon and family at- 
tended the annual summer commencement 
exercises at the Nebraska University August 
2, at which time his son John was granted a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engi- 
neering and was also commissioned as a sec- 
ond lieutenant in the Army reserves. — 
Betty Lou Oestmann was the guest of honor 
at a bridal shower in July. Hostesses were 
Phyllis Shanks and Shirley Gerdes, and Traf- 
fic and Commercial girls were invited. 


Beatrice Area 
by Evelyn Menke, Mable Wieting and Frank Fisher 


Vacations have been in full swing. Those 
spending theirs taking life easy at home were 
Marie Fuller, Kathryn Widick, Marcella 
O'Bryan, and Darlene Remmers, who also 
spent some time in Omaha. The girls, with 
their families, who traveled to distant places 
were Dorothy Trauernicht to the Black Hills 
and Yellowstone National Park; Marcella Will 


to Denver and Salisbury, Missouri; M 
Robbins to Chicago: Pansy Kee ; argaret 


ns hely to Water- 
loo, Iowa and also on to Chicago. ... Vey 
Warren spent her vacation in The Dalles 
Oregon and Yellowstone National Park ; 
Marilyn _Vonderhaar vacationed in Santa 
Ana, California, . . . Hedwig Elmshaeuser vis- 
ited in Whittington, Illinois and spent a few 
days in St. Louis. - Ruth Diekmann and 
husband © spent an enjoyable week fishing 
and getting a suntan at Johnson Lake near 
Lexington. . . . Rethal Falk and husband at- 
tended a family reunion at Upton, Wyoming. 
. . . Henrietta and Katherine Menninga have 
had a sun porch and Sarage added to their 
house so their spare time has been used for 
painting them. The Leon Reznys gave 
their boat a workout on the lakes in the 
Ozark Mountains. .. . Frank Nevitt and wife 
visited their son in Los Angeles. . . . The 
Loal Genrichs vacationed around Kansas City 
and took in a few baseball games... .D. V. 
Gollehon and his wife took a vacation in the 
Black Hills. - . . Mr. and Mrs. John Brock- 
meyer visited in Colorado Springs. ... Bill 
Eckles and family traveled through Colorado, 
Utah, Montana, Idaho and Wyoming. 


Franklin Jurgens used his vacation for re- 
modeling his home. . The Archie Stans- 
bury family were guests of honor at a picnic 
before they moved to Lincoln. ... Two new 
Buick owners are Ted Leitschuck and Leon 
Rezny. . . . We unite in sympathy for Edna 
Mahlock, whose husband, Louis, passed away 
August 28. 


Crete Area 


by Loretta MclIlInay 


Vacationers are reluctantly returning to their 
labors. The Berl Strayers spent their vaca- 
tion visiting kinfolk and friends around the 
countryside in Nebraska and Kansas. ... The 
Jim Landenbergers went mountain climbing 
in Colorado. Jim reports they came home 
with fat tummies but thin pocketbooks. ... 
Betty Steele spent part of her vacation at 
North Platte. . . . Arlene Musil and husband 


drove to Colorado. ... Darlene Acord enjoyed 
ee two weeks at home... . Shirley Pavlish 


as a sparkle in her eye that nearly matches 
the sparkle of her new diamond ring. She 
will be married in October. . . . Lavina Mc- 
Elroy, cashier at Wilber, and husband va- 
cationed in the Black Hills, Sheridan, Wyo- 
ming and Colorado. Loretta MclIlnay, 
cashier at Crete, and daughter Marilyn spent 
two weeks in beautiful Oregon. Those were 
the shortest two weeks of the year. ... 40 
people from the Crete area had a swell time 
at the Company picnic. 


Fairbury Area 
by Carol E. Hiner 


Vacationers in Colorado included Bonnie 
Harris at Denver and Earl Schemmerhorn 
who attended the Centennial Races while 
there; Irene Smalldon and husband in Glen- 
wood Springs, Estes Park and Aspen; and 
Joyce Robinson and family in Colorado Springs 
and Boulder. ... Anne Snell vacationed in the 
Black Hills. . . Kaylene Hoffine attended the 
Burwell Rodeo and also went to Latimer, Iowa. 
- -- Annabelle Stocker and Mary Jackson vis- 
ited in California, and Emilie Bleich visited in 
Centerville, a ae . At-home vacationers 
included Betty Vaughn, Gerald Caley, Jean 
Bales, Ricka Schenk and Mandane Reid... . 
Bill and Viola Hutchinson were recent week- 
end visitors in Carthage, Mo. .. . Betty 
Vaughn and Irene James and husbands at- 
tended the Ozark Empire Fair where Irene’s 
husband participated in the races. While in 
Springfield, Mo., they also attended Red 
Foley’s Ozark Jubilee. ... Jack Billings drove 
to Omaha with a group of youngsters for a 
pienic. . . . The Longdons and Caleys at- 
tended the Company picnic. . .. Carol Hiner 
is now wearing a bright sparkler on third 
finger, left hand. . The Plant employees 
honored Victor Cacek, Janitor, with a stag 
party at Myrls Inn where he was presented 
an engraved billfold from all departments. 
Mr. Cacek retired July 1. 


Pawnee Cify Area 


by Avis Collar and Lynn Johnson 


Among vacationers were Ivan Haith and 
family who enjoyed traveling through Iowa, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin and Canada. While in 
Wisconsin the Haiths visited with Harry 
Moss, a former construction foreman with 
LT&T.... Lynn Johnson and family enjoyed 
two weeks in Florida. . Avis Collar and 
hubby spent a few days of their vacation 
relaxing in the Ozarks, and the rest of the 
time at home. Doyle Fisher just re- 
turned from vacation, and Carl Franzen 
reports fishing was good in Minnesota where 
he had gone. Attending the Company 
picnic from Pawnee City were the Clark and 
Collar families, and from Humboldt the Doyle 
Fisher family... . ‘‘Willie’’ Williams held the 
high position of Magistrate Judge in Kangaroo 
Court during the Centennial. Before leaving 
for a vacation in Colorado, Vyrl Clark was 
summoned to appear before the Judge in this 
court. He had been arrested for his lack of 
whiskers, whisker badge, and hair. He was 
sentenced to fight the manager from Con- 


Construction of LT&T’s new garage at 21st & L streets, Lincoln, is now under way. The building 
is expected to rise rapidly, weather permitting, during the next few weeks. As of September 1, the plot 
had been barricaded and excavation for footings was in progress. 


The building will be of two-story appearance, but will contain three levels of parking—on grade, 
mezzanine and roof. The general contract was awarded to Judds Brothers Construction Company, the 
mechanical contract to Reinhardt Brothers, the electrical contract to Kramer Electric, and the struc- 


tural contract to Walter J. Broer. 


The building will accommodate more than 200 vehicles, all of which may reach their assigned stalls 


by “one pass,” 


and not by an intricate maneuver of turning and backing. The structure will measure 


14414 x 200 feet with a facing of dark red masonry filler panels inset to reveal the architecture of 


concrete columns and spandrels. 


The roof, floors, columns and beams will be of pre-cast, pre-stressed concrete, with interior walls 
of tile. Plans and specifications were produced by the building design engineering force. The picture 


above was drawn by Tom Boyd, of that department. 


sumers (with water). . Avis Collar par- 
ticipated in the whisker judging contest. It 
was her duty to ascertain if the contestants’ 
whiskers were genuine, if the color was na- 
tural or dyed, ete. Pity the contestants when 
Avis started tugging! 


Tecumseh Area 
by Norma Lee Hahn 


A picnic was held at the Golf Club honor- 
ing Joe Adamson prior to his transfer to 
Geneva. Attending were the Adamson fam- 
ily, employees and their families from Te- 
cumseh, Mr. and Mrs. Ted Husing and Lonnie 
from Wilber, and Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Haith 
from Humboldt. Mr. Adamson was presented 
a hunting jacket for use during the coming 
pheasant season. Our best wishes to him in 
his new assignment. ... Congratulations to 
Dale and Darold Weber for winning second 
place in the talent show at the Gage County 
Fair in Beatrice. The award was a $100 Sav- 
ings Bond. ... Waldo Harrington entertained 
his cousin from Kansas City recently. ... Joan 
Douglas and family spent a few days in the 
Black Hills viewing Mt. Rushmore, the Bad- 
lands, etc. . . Bonnie Taylor and husband 
visited in Salt Lake City. ... Vera Norvell 
vacationed at home. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


We are happy to report that W. R. Minich 
is well on the road to recovery following his 
recent illness and stay in the hospital. We 
hope he will be able to return to work in the 
very near future. ... Manager A. L. Acker- 
mann and family of Fairmont spent their 
vacation in Utah. J. L. Garrett spent his 
vacation with friends and relatives in the 
East. Bob and Vel Bock vacationed in South 
Dakota and Texas. Gladys Stiers and family 
visited with son Billy, who is in the service, 
and also with relatives in Indiana. Viola Wall 
and Virginia Baker both vacationed in Colo- 
rado, and Mr. and Mrs. Reno Weis are also 
vacationing in Colorado, where they attended 
a square dance festival. Velma Bock was 
Matron of Honor at her brother's wedding on 
August 4. 


~-46f 16 }e— 


Hastings Area 
by Marilyn Shacklett 


Vacations are in the news with folks travel- 
ing east, west, north and south. From Hast- 
ings Traffic comes news that Helen Rothfuss 
spent her vacation in California, Peach Maul 
journeyed to Iowa, and Edith Seward traveled 
to the east coast. Rosetta Habben, Lucy Kuhl- 
man and Margretha Hurd spent their vaca- 
tions at home. . A typical bachelor girl 
these days is Sue Burch, who recently moved 
into an apartment when her folks moved to 
Missouri. . . . Jane Dickersen, Judi Hempey, 
Diane Witt and yours truly attended the com- 
pany picnic in Lincoln. We also found time 
to visit the Lincoln traffic department, which 
we found very interesting. . .. Marie Pear- 
son, chief operator, took a vacation trip to 
the Pacific Northwest, spending most of her 
time in the vicinity of Spokane. ... We are 
sorry to hear of the death of Phyllis Mc- 
Callum’s mother in Norwich, England, July 16. 


Hebron Area 
by Ramona J. Kenning 


Vacation time again. Esther Wittenberger, 
chief operator at Alexandria, spent her va- 
cation in Denver and reports a wonderful 
time. . . . Robert LemkKau, Plant, took his 
family on a trip to the Ozarks, where Bob 
got in some fishing, too. Mary Beth- 
ccheider, Traffic, spent her vacation visiting 
relatives in Oregon and California. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. E. H. Wellman attended the Water 
Follies in Lincoln. . . . Robert Lemkau and 
family attended the annual picnic in Lincoln. 


Suffon Avea 


by Catherine Cassell 


Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Moorhead and Beverly 
spent their vacation at Yellowstone Park, 
Idaho and Oregon. Mr. and Mrs. G. L. Sinner 
and Terry vacationed in Denver, visiting rela- 
tives. Mr. and Mrs. P. L. Eckles and Dick 
spent their vacation in South Dakota. ‘ 
Lucyle Scheidemann attended the American 
Legion Auxiliary convention in Omaha, 
August 3 and 4... . We extend our sympathy 
to J. H. Mankamyer in the recent death of 
his father, Dennis Mankamyer, who lived at 
Cumberland, Maryland. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 

Again this month the big news around the 
York office is vacations. From Traffic we 
learn that Hattie Marquardt vacationed in 
Colorado and Cheyenne, Wycming. Marguerite 
Ienn journeyed to South Dakota, and Peggy 
Deprez enjoyed her vacation at home. Yours 
truly spent an enjoyable week at home dur- 
ing vacation time. ... Loretta Larson is re- 
covering from an appendectomy and is ex- 


pected back to work soon. ... Ferne Wilger, 
former operator now living in Denver, was 
a recent visitor in Traffic. . . . Those attend- 


ing the company picnic in Lincoln were June 
Moore and Kathy Sughrue, Commercial; Boyd 
Imler, Wire Chief; Alice Lind, Traffic; and 
Kenny Paro, Alex Pauley and John Eckles, 
all of Plant. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 


Sally Grabowski and Carol Carlson 
Associzte Editors 


Vacations are still in full swing and some 
who enjoyed them are: Don Nelson at the 
Lake of the Ozarks. It also looks like Don 
could have run into a lawnmower. He now 
has a nice looking crew-cut. Darlene 
Timm spent her time just lazy-like doing 
nothing special and enjoying it. .. . Blanche 
Buel spent her vacation in Colorado seeing 
everything and having a wonderful time.... 
Margaret Lucs toured Yellowstone Park. 
There she chased the bears and saw many 
beautiful things. Norma Somerheiser 
went to Omaha for a couple days to play 
soft-ball. . . . Joan Thomsen camped out-of- 
doors for a few days in Colorado. She said 
she had a lovely time but it was too short. 

. . Eileen Sowokinos ventured to St. Louis 
to be with friends and tour the town. . 
Nina Anderson was called to Kansas to stay 
with her ailing father. . Barbara Shirey 
has said ‘““Good-Bye” to her fellow workers as 
She is going to live in California. . . . Darlene 
Hagel-Pitt and husband also went to Yellow- 
stone Park. Anna Avery went to her 
home in Louisiana for three weeks. .. . 
There’s a shine in Sally Grabowski's eyes that 
matches the new diamond on her left hand. 
. Jerri Morrison spent a few days in 
Missouri. ... Cleo Hartman and husband went 
On a chartered bus to Kansas City for a big 
league ball game. . . . Wanda Carman went 
to Sidney, Iowa, for the rodeo. . . . Ramona 
Johnson saw “Around The World in 80 Days” 
In Denver over the weekend spent there... . 
Betty Briggs spent her vacation in sunny 
Florida. From all reports she had a wonder- 
ful time and saw almost all of Florida... . 
Donelle Cotton came back to visit the depart- 
ment. Ron is stationed in Georgia where they 
are now making their home. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 
Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


“Swing around quick, I think we lost some- 
one,” Ralph Retzlaff commanded fellow boats- 
man Don Nelson. ‘‘Water’s looking pretty 
rough.” The mighty Oak Lake water churned 
and seethed. ‘Hey, Help! You guys are try- 
ing to drown me!” came the frantic voice 


from the water. “Keep your skis on, don’t 
get excited, we'll get you!" shouted Ralph, 
“only stop swimming away.” “Who says I 


can swim? I’m drifting!” answered the voice. 
“Where's the other ski?’’ asked Ralph, ex- 
tending a helping hand. “I stuck it in the 
bottom of the lake so I wouldn't lose it,’’ was 
the reply. “Oh, said Ralph, withdrawing 
his hand. ‘Well, since you’re out there any- 
way, why don’t you look for it?” “I can’t 
seem to find it now; I must have drifted away 
from it. Besides, it’s getting too dark to see.”’ 


“Well, I guess we’d better forget about it,” 
admitted Ralph reluctantly. He _ glanced 
around sadly and offered his hand again. 
“Good thing you painted it yellow though,” 
his dripping friend said as he clambered 
aboard. ‘‘Imagine how much easier it would 
have been to lose if it were black.’ ... On 
recent vacations: Estella Foght and husband 
Harold, drove through the Pacific Northwest 
and up into Canada, camping out along the 
way. Dick Spohn spent time in Colorado 
exploring some of the old mining towns he 
and his wife had read about. Harold Brady 
was another temporary Coloradan. Martha 
Dietrich was attracted by a tour through Colo- 
rado, Salt Lake City and Yellowstone. The 
tour group was to meet at Colorado Springs 
and Martha thought everyone had left with- 
out her until she discovered she had arrived 
a day early. . Visiting with her cousin 
Helen Schrank of Sioux City, former LT&T 
employee, and Frances Virgil, pensioner, has 
kept Grace Hauschild entertained. . . . Con- 
fident that they are the reasons for the cool 
late summer weather are Don Schwenke and 
George Mann who have each purchased one 
of those purring window indispensables.... 
Betty Tribble has purchased not only the air- 
conditioner, but the home to go with it as 
well. . . . At a luncheon at the Landmark, 
September 6th, girls said goodbye to Mavis 
Tribble whose husband has been transferred 
to Los Alamitos Naval Air Station in Cali- 
fornia. . . . The newspapers reported that 
in recent competition Jerry Swensen’s sharp 
stock car, a ’39 Ford, took a prize of $20 
worth of merchandise. In this era of 
punched paper tape and punched cards, up- 
to-date office friends lining the fourth floor 
hall showered Marge Tvrz with punched paper 
dots as she left the office before the weekend 
of her wedding. Marge spent her vacation 
honeymooning in Wyoming. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We have several items of interest to report 
on—vacations, new cars, etc. Ray and Mrs. 
Clinton spent a week of vacation by driving 
their daughter and grandchildren back to 
Kaukauna, Wisconsin. While there Ray did 
some fishing, but reports he did not have 
any luck. ... Howard and Mrs. Smith spent 
a week in the Otter Tail Region of Minnesota, 
returning by way of Gavins Point Dam in 
South Dakota. Several weeks before Mr. 
Smith took his vacation he made a traveling 
home from a Dodge panel truck, which he 
equipped with upholstered bunks and fa- 
cilities for food storage and cooking. He re- 
ports they had a very enjoyable vacation as 
well as an economical one. They are now 
planning to leave again in September on a 
deer hunt at Halsey Forest. ... Thelma Wisen 
and family took quite an extensive trip in 
June, driving about 3,800 miles. Places of 
interest they visited included: the Cannon 
Ball House and George Washington's office 
in Winchester, Virginia; at Mt. Vernon toured 
the grounds and the Washington House; in 
Washington, D. C. they toured the FBI bldg., 
U. S. Capitol, White House and Smithsonian 
Institute. In the Archives Building, they saw 
the original copy of the Declaration of In- 
dependence. At Arlington National Cemetery 
saw the changing of the guard at the tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier. In New York took a 
yacht trip, saw the Statue of Liberty, United 
Nations Building, took in the Cinerama, went 
down to the dock and watched the United 
States and the Gripsholm dock, Bunker Hill 
Monument at Boston, then Niagara Falls and 
home. . .. The boss, C. B. Meshier, is trav- 
eling around now in a brand spanking new 
“Buick” of which he is the proud owner... . 
Visitors in to see us were Ed Dulin from 
California, Roy Cleveland and Ed Cummings. 


Custodial 


by Paul Radebaugh 


Kenneth Vosika is with the Armed Forces. 
His address is: Pvt. K. E. Vosika, Br. 1750286, 
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Co. “B” 1st Bn., 5th Trg. Regt. R. F., Fort 
Leonard Wood, Missouri. . . Hattie Staley 
underwent surgery on July 8. She is now 
back on the job and feeling fine again. We 
appreciate Harriett McPeak, former employee, 
helping us out again during Hattie’s illness. 
, Don Weikle and family vacationed in 
Colorado. Don reports they had a fine trip 
and enjoyed the scenery very much.... Yours 
truly and family attended the Centennial cele- 
bration at Beatrice during his vacation and 
was amazed at the old relics on display. Some 
things as old as 150 years and looked like 
new. . . . Paul Metcalf’s son and family of 
Lexington Park, Maryland and his grand- 
daughters of Fullerton, California, were vis- 


itors at the Metcalf home during the month 
of August. 


Toll Equipment 


by JoAnn Gloor 


Max Jenkins and family took a very nice 
vacation this year. They visited in St. Joe, 
then journeyed to New Jersey, into New York 
City where they really enjoyed themselves. 
They saw a stage show, took a ride on a sub- 
way, and went to the top of the Empire State 
Building. They took a ride on a ferry and saw 
the Statue of Liberty. Then to Key West, 
Florida, left the car there and took a plane 
to Havana, Cuba, and back home by the way 
of the Gulf of Mexico, Mississippi, and Texas. 
. Ivan Paddack, wife, daughter and son- 
in-law went to the Black Hills in South Da- 
Kota for a few days of vacation. ... It seems 
as though Colorado is a popular vacationing 
spot this year. Ardell Robison and wife went 
to Denver, Colorado Springs, Lookout Moun- 
tain and Boulder Canyon. While driving on 
Squaw Ridge they had quite an experience 
driving through the clouds. . . . Perry Cald- 
well and family spent one week of their 
vacation at Denver, Colorado Springs, and 
Estes Park. On the way they stopped at 
North Pole. This is something new. All the 
people who work there are dressed in story 
book fashion. We are informed that there is 
a Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus and elves. Dolls 
and toys can be ordered from the North Pole 
in time for Christmas gifts. The other week 
was spent at home. . . Wallace Gake and 
family spent all of their vacation camping in 
Estes Park. They took small trips every day 
and took pictures and really enjoyed the out- 
of-doors. .. - Otis Clark and family went to 
Silver Plume, Loveland Pass and Central City. 

. . Clyde Higgins took a week of vacation 
and rested at home... . David Guthrie spent 
a week of his vacation working and doing odd 
jobs around home... . Charles Peachman at- 
tended the National Conference of Methodist 
Men at Purdue University. . . . John Louden- 
back and family did a lot of fishing and boat- 
ing while on their vacation in the Ozarks. 

; Lloyd Buckland and family spent their 
vacation in Idaho and Montana. While there 
they did some fishing and prospecting. 
Frank Norton and wife had an enjoyable va- 
cation touring Yellowstone and Salt Lake 
City. While at Salt Lake City they 


' ey toured 
the Mormon Temple, a copper mine and went 


Swimming in the Great Salt Lake; coming 
home stopped at Estes Park and Minden, Ne- 
braska. They took 180 colored Slides of their 
vacation. Carl Bender spent his vaca- 
tion working around home. 


Wire Chief's Section—14 & M 


by Gloria Gruis 


It seems vacations are the main topic of 
the news for the month of July. . .. Charlie 
Arnold and new Buick headed for the east 
coast where he stayed at a resort in New 
Jersey. . . . The first three weeks in July 
were spent by Lloyd Jenkins repairing his 
cabin at South Bend and traveling to Denver. 
woe Marv Joosten and family journeyed to 
California. . Les Livingston went fishing 
in Sioux Narrows, Canada for two weeks 
in July. ... Dale Weaver and family staved 
at Diller, Nebraska for a week’s vacation. . . 
Jim Howland’s vacation was spent visiting 
in Gordon and sight-seeing at Scottsbluff... . 
Ray Zimmerman and family traveled to Mis- 


souri and Texas. . Spending their vaca- 
tions at home were Donabelle Schumann, Jake 
Albrandt, Bob Chamberlain, and Carl Misch- 
nick. . . . Vaughn Baum and family trav- 
eled to Colorado to enjoy the mountains, al- 
though Vaughn claims all he did was sit on 
a rock... .Paul Eisenbarth remained at home 
during his vacation. . John Shipp spent 
his vacation at home and at South Bend, fish- 
ing, boating and Swimming. ... We are all 
glad to have Harold Wart back to work after 
being on the sick list... . Besides vacations, 
baseball and picnics seem to occupy the leisure 
time of the employees in our department.... 
Those attending the Lincoln Chief's game on 
Elk’s night were Darlene Griffin, Magdalen 
Heser, Les Livingston, Ralph Connors, and 
Vaughn Baum. . Donabelle Schumann, a 
real picnic enthusiast, really goes to a lot of 
trouble and risks to have one... . Darlene 
Griffin and Sandy Lipskey were among those 
helping serve at the company picnic. 


Wire Chief's Section—21 & L 


by Byron Pattison 

Several vacations were taken in J uly. Wayne 
Higgins and Hazel spent a week in Minnesota 
fishing. . . . Joe Miller and wife spent part 
of their vacation at their cabin at Blue River 
Lodge in Crete. ... Les Livingston and yours 
truly, along with the wives, went to Lake of 
the Woods, Canada for two weeks, where the 
fishing was real good. ... Others we do not 
have reports on are Les Hansen, Bob Hohn- 
stein, Tom Roller, Wallace Weber, Robert 
Wenzel, and Leonard White. . Those we 
have reports on in August are Lumir Vosika 
who vacationed in Minnesota. . . . Bob Haw- 
kins and family took a week in August and 
went to Kansas City. While in Kansas City, 
Bob went through the General Motors as- 
sembly plant. They also spent some time in 
the western part of Nebraska. . . . Elden 
Drewel and family also took a week in August 
and went to Kansas where Elden worked on 


a farm. . = Dewey Lewis Stayed home and 
rested during his vacation, 


"A" Office 


by George Albury 


Earl Moats and family have been vacation- 
ing at Burwell and Hastings visiting relatives. 

. . Mr. and Mrs. Myron Shavlik spent one 
week of their vacation fishing in Minnesota, 
and one week visiting relatives in Denver. ... 
Bill Baker has been enjoying his vacation at 
home, resting and visiting with his mother 
and father who were here from Massachusetts. 
- + . Yours truly and family spent their va- 
cation sight-seeing and fishing in the North 
Woods area of Wisconsin. He returned with- 
out any good fish stories. 


Central Commercial 


Tuillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


eww 


Our office is settling back to normal routine 
after all the vacations. Those enjoying parts 
of the country were Jack Caldwell who al- 
most got to Lake Okoboji but ended up stay- 
ing home, Sheila Schabacker—Norman, Nebr.: 
Jean Paulsen—Rawlins, Wyo.: W. J. McDowell 
—Kansas City, Mo. to bring his parents back 
to Lincoln; Dean Hamilton visited the State 
Parks in western Nebraska and Pierre, South 
Dakota; A. B. Waters to Madison, Wisconsin 
to see his mother and two sisters: Roy Brendle 
—Council Bluffs, and to make it complete 
his son was home on lieave from the Army; 
George Hancock was at Camp Carson, Colo- 
rado for two weeks training; Jean and Esther 
Baker—-Eugene, Oregon; Verna Alexander— 
Cody, Wyoming; Marlene Wait took off for 
Indiana to see her fiance stationed at Ft. 
Harrison; Marg Ryne with her in-laws went 
to Pickstown, South Dakota and stayed on a 
ranch near Valentine, Nebraska. She said it 
was a small one—only 32,000 acres; Betty 
Thomsen—Estes Park, Colorado but she al- 
most had to leave her luggage home. Just 


before leaving she bought a red and white 
‘39 Plymouth and when she tried to get the 
trunk open she was unsuccessful. No one in 
Ashland could open it so she made a special 
trip to Lincoln to get it open; Judy Gilmore 
and Shirley Heiliger stayed home but Shirley 


did get as far as South Bend. ... Shirley 
Rocke has left to stay home to await the 
arrival of her bundle of joy. ... Mary Wanek 


spent a week in Camp Carson and Denver 
visiting her husband Fran who is stationed 
there. He has been very lucky to have re- 
ceived weekend passes to get home quite 
often. ... W. J. McDowell’s son Danny and 
his wife were in Lincoln several days visit- 
ing all their friends before returning to 
California. . . . To those of you who know 
Joyce Brown, she has become Mrs. Dohn 
Theobald, August 18 in Stockton, Calif. and 
will be returning to Lincoln where her hus- 
band is associated with Addressograph-Multi- 
graph. ... Jerry Salber enjoyed the fishing 
at Bemidji, Minnesota and crossed into Canada 
at International Falls. ... Speaking of fishing, 
anyone wishing to take lessons should see 
Lyle Reighard. He caught three fish on one 
line down on the Platte River. ... Jody Jones 
suffered a burned face, the result of holding 
a pair of pants to her face to see if they 
were dry after taking them out of the dryer. 
The buckle touched her face and left an im- 
print. Take heed, you gals, and be careful 
when taking clothes out of a dryer. ... 
Viola Fischer and husband attended the 
Shrine Convention in Tulsa, Oklahoma—from 
all reports they had a good time. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


The Hales, Vice-President and Mrs. Merle, 
have recently acquired some more family. 
They are the proud possessors of a first 
grandson, the young son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Hale. Nonetheless proud are they, 
though, of the new daughter-in-law, Mrs. Bob 
Hale. Congratulations to both Mr. Hale and 
his wife. . Vacations—July: Tillie Boyd, 
Co-op, and Mr. Boyd vacationed midst the 
beauties of Colorado; Walter Roberts, Per- 
sonnel, with Mrs. Roberts journeyed into the 
Black Hills, where they joined the Roberts 
clan for another family reunion; Houghton 
Furr, secretary-treasurer, and Mrs. Furr 
motored into Wisconsin, where they visited 
at the summer camps of their young son and 
daughter; Fred Bettenhausen, secretary-treas- 
urer’s office, and wife journeyed via motor to 
Billings and Great Falls, Montana, Glacier 
National Park, Calgary, Banff, and Lake 
Louise, returning by way of Helena, Montana, 
Yellowstone Park, Jackson Lake Lodge at 
Moran, Wyoming in the Tetons, and thence 
home. “Bettie” reports on the wonderful 
scenery and experiences they had.... August: 
Margaret Francis, secretary-treasurer’s office, 
flew to Great Falls, Montana, where she 
joined her sister, Ramona and family. Fol- 
lowing that, the group motored into the sur- 
rounding countryside; George Barney, gen- 
eral plant superintendent, and Mrs. Barney, 
motored to Minnesota; Marcia Watson, Cafe- 
teria, and husband spent their vacation see- 
ing all of their grandchildren. The Price, 
Utah, Watsons visited in Lincoln, following 
which our Mr. and Mrs. Watson went to 
Chicago and Minneapolis to visit the other 
families. . It’s good news to hear about 
all of these wonderful activities and we hope 
that each in his own way enjoyed the va- 
cation to the fullest. . Mina Jorgensen, 
General Plant, had a short bout with a virus 
flu, but we are so happy that it was of short 
duration. . . . Vice-President Merle Hale de- 
livered the commencement address for the 
first Telephone Engineering Management Con- 
ference at Michigan State University in Lan- 
sing the latter part of July. Following that, 
Mrs. Hale and he enjoyed a few days’ vaca- 
tion before returning. . . . George Barney is 
at this writing hospitalized at Bryan Me- 
morial. We hope his stay will be of short 
duration and send him best wishes for a fine 


~48f 18 jie 


recovery. Callers in the general plant 
office: Forrest Behm; Goldia Simons Bize, 
Omaha, and small daughter and son; Walt 
Coussins; Joy Dobbs; Sterling Dobbs, for- 
merly with our company but now associated 
with the Phillips Petroleum Company at 
Waco, Texas; Ed Dulin, Bellflower, California; 
George (Noodles) Hansen: Billie Hassler; Art 
Keckler; R. T. Moore, retired Northwestern 
Bell-AT&T employee, Omaha: Harry Moss, 
Birchwood, Wisconsin; and Carol Schulz, Den- 
ver. It is nice to have all of our former asso- 
ciates and friends stop and say hello to us. 


@ @ 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Except for Don Neill, who married a girl 
from Maine, and Gil Sexton, whose wife came 
from South Carolina, Clarence Schleufer has 
ventured farthest, matrimonially. His wife 
comes from Toronto. Clarence is a real cagey 
fellow. He says he retains authority at home 
by allowing Mrs. Schleufer to make the small 
decisions while he decides how they will 
vote and what kind of guided missile the 
government should use. This explains their 
recent vacation in Toronto... . Maybe the 
department’s four remaining bachelors could 
make the grade by getting away from home. 
.. . Here’s a good word—Jerry Schrepf is an 
experienced M. C., having only recently and 
with high skill acted in that capacity at the 
4-H County Show before a packed house... . 
If the recent rate of Blessed Events around 
here continues, making announcements will 
become an essential paternal accomplishment. 
(Look who’s talking—Ed.) Lewis Hinkley has 
youth; Jim Weaver has a high type mind. He 
stands 6’ 5”. Jim explains his size: “I was 
raised in Texas.” And Roger Dehning can 
show credentials that he has mastered the 
elements of fighting a long war. He was re- 
cently promoted to sergeant in the National 
Guard. ... Other News: Harlan Cane’s daugh- 
ter, Shirley Malone, was awarded Grand 
Championship at the State Fair for a work in 
water color. The same has graced the walls 
of Harlan’s office recently. Shirley’s hus- 
band also paints and their works were re- 
warded with a number of firsts and seconds. 
-. . Eulah Schwartz and husband like to fish. 
Bait for the next day was to be frogs. A 
bucket of water containing a supply of the 
reptiles had been provided. “They won't 
jump out,” assured Mr. Schwartz, as Eulah ad- 
monished care in their incarceration. Later 
Eulah was awakened by friend husband crawl- 
ing about the apartment on hands and knees, 
snapping his fingers and whispering, “Come 
to papa,” as he tried to corral a couple of 
dozen frogs jumping in and out, under and 
around the furniture and fixtures. ... Curt 
Sieck reports the only news from the trans- 
mission division is that Charley Connors has 
jammed up a finger again, this time in play- 
ing football with his boys. 


Lincoln Traffic 


by Kathleen Carey 

Fall has come but the cool weather hasn't 
dampened the enthusiasm of vacationing 
operators. Chicago was a very popular place 
for travelers. Wilma Wergin spent some time 
there and enjoyed a lake trip too. LaVerne 
Braun took in the sights of the Windy City, 
as did Melba Richards. Melba saw “Hilde- 
garde”’ at the Palmer House and enjoyed the 
good food at many interesting places. Dar- 
lene Multer went to Oregon, Genevieve Grif- 
fin took a Canadian tour, while Della Wilcox 
journeyed to Colorado and California. . 
Lucille Bosak and Laura Lamb are happy over 
their new diamonds. - Orchids to Melba 
Richards for winning two tickets to “My Fair 
Lady” in Gold’s curtain contest. . . ° May 
Turney is our candidate for ‘Believe It Or 
Not” this month. When May discovered a 
small garter snake in her basement not long 
ago, She didn’t display any of the usual femi- 


Rodney Stall, Bob Stall. 


Team No. 6, champions of the Irving League. 
Front row, Halter, Ross, Belckner, Strobel, “Pat” 
Lally. Second row: Hoelk, G. Lally, 
Yaussi, Patterson. Back row: Rohn, Osborn, Parker, 


warmers’ among them. 
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Success Crowns Coaching Career 


When Bob Stall, of Lincoln 3-Office, became interested in the “Little 
Chiefs,’”? he couldn’t foresee the enormous development that would come to 
the idea during the first short season. The notion of forming a baseball league 
for little folk was hatched during the winter months by a group of parents, 
Bob among them, whose youngsters were yet too small to hope for a regular 
role as a member of the Midget groups or Little Leaguers. 


The ‘‘Little Chiefs’? accept youngsters from 7 to 11, about 16 to a 
team, and follow an iron-clad rule that each boy must play at least two 
innings, regardless of the score or the desire to win. There are no ‘“‘bench 


Contributions are obtained from business establishments of Lincoln, 
LT&T included, and each player is furnished a T-shirt and cap. Batters 
must wear a protective helmet and each player, for his dollar enrollment 
fee, is covered by an accident insurance policy. 


The main purpose of the league is to build character and afford an 
opportunity for every boy to learn the national game. Coaches, umpires 
and officials are volunteers and there are plenty for the job. The umpire’s 
word carries more weight than a Supreme Court decision with only dis- 
senters, Bob tells us, being biased fathers who sometimes fail to set a good 
example in sportsmanship before their progeny. 


The league season began in June with 57 teams and almost 1,000 young- 
sters. With practice nights and regular games the boys are in action three or 
four nights a week. They play on school diamonds and vacant lots. The Stall- 
coached team, shown above, with a 12 won—2 lost season’s record, won the 
championship of the Irving League and narrowly missed fgreater glory by 


suffering an upset defeat in the city elimination tournament. 


nine reactions, didn’t stand glued to the spot 
and scream, didn’t even call ‘‘information”’ to 
find out what to do. She just calmly hurried 
upstairs and got her vacuum cleaner and 
swept the slimy little creature up into its 
dusty cavern. . An information operator 
tells of a lady who called in for the ‘“Vet- 
eran’s Hospital on L Street.” Further ques- 
tioning revealed that she really wanted the 
‘“‘Animal Hospital on L Street.’’ On receiving 
the number she said in disgust, ‘‘Well, when 
you want a veterinarian, you call the Vet- 
eran’s Hospital, don’t you?” 


Supply 


by Sylvia A. Hoaglin 


The Black Hills was a favorite vacation 
site for many in the supply department. June 
Schessler, Dean Hobson, Art Sharp and N. H. 
Liesveld were among those who looked up 
at the stone faces on Mt. Rushmore. The 
Cosmos was an unusual thrill to June and her 
daughter Cheryl. After viewing the Black 
Hills area, Art Sharp motored on to Wyoming, 
Montana and Colorado. The Liesvelds toured 
the Black Hills on their return trip from Fort 
Laramie, Wyoming, and feeding the bears in 
Yellowstone. Dean Hobson will long re- 
member his trip to the Black Hills. He had to 
view most of the scenery through a broken 
window. Seems Dean locked his car and for- 
got to remove the keys from the ignition 
Switch. But that wasn’t all! On his return 
trip, near the outskirts of Alliance, Dean's 
Pontiac coughed a horrible noise. A rod 
broke! Result, three days in Alliance while 
the car was being repaired. As the Hobson 
family was ready to start for home again after 
checking the car out of the car hospital, they 
had more misfortune—a flat tire. . .. Kent 
Eno and Jess Ellis motored together to Albu- 
querque, New Mexico to see their sons. Jess 
really enjoyed the ride as he relaxed while 
Kent did all the driving. But Kent didn't 
mind as he was in a hurry to get there to 
see his new grandson. . John Eisenbarth 
relaxed as a guest at the Gateway at Lake 
Okoboji. Phil Garvey visited in Albu- 
querque, New Mexico; F. P. Condos visited in 
Denver; John Litzenberg traveled to Oregon; 
Florence Tatman enjoyed the Labor Day week- 
end in Denver and Colorado Springs; Bob 
Donaldson motored to Galveston and Port 


Arthur, Texas and Shreveport, Louisiana and 
saw the area devastated by recent hurricanes. 

. Some employees changed job classifica- 
tions during vacations and became painter, 
carpenter and farmer. W. R. Knee and C. G. 
Riedel did some painting; Robert Baer built 
an addition on his home; Jake Isley did some 
home remodeling; Rudy Trouba mowed hay 
on 150 acres and plow’d 100 ecres for wheat, 
working twenty hours a day. Now he is back 
on his regular job taking a vacation. : 
Fishermen were Duane Grove, Clyde Whit- 
tington, Richard Howey and Merle Chamber- 
lain. Duane enjoyed a fishing trip to Inter- 
national Falls; Merle and Clyde did some 
fishing at Lake McConaughy; Richard fished 
for trout in Lake of Ozarks in Missouri. . 
Walt Knudson spent his vacation resting at 
home but during the past six weekends he 
made three trips to Chicago as he was con- 
cerned about family illness. . . . Dee Sullivan 
spent a week with relatives at Fairbury but 
he and his family became a great worry and 
concern to all. Dee, his wife and daughter 
each took turns being ill while there. ... 
Hobart Miller, Harvey Gesch, E. O. Lytle, 
Lowell Johnson, Dick Grant, Henry Ewert and 
Ed Hlina all enjoyed their vacations keeping 
busy or relaxing at home.... Jimmy Brendle 
decided to invest his vacation savings in an 
air-conditioner so he and his folks would be 
cool all summer. (Note by Associate Editor): 
Sylvia Hoaglin was pinch-hitter on the News, 
but she was too modest to relate her own 
thrilling experience which resulted from her 
faithful work in her church choir. She was 
chosen as a member of a city-wide choir 
group, selected to sing at St. Mary's Cathedral 
on September 4 for the installation services 
for His Excellency The Most Reverend James 
Casey, the new Bishop of the Lincoln Diocese. 
Few laymen were privileged to witness or 
take part in this ceremony because of seat 
reservations for the large number of out-of- 
town dignitaries attending. 


General Traffic 


Joyann Worster, Associate Editor 


The spotlight falls mainly on vacations for 
the months of July and August. L. W. Cleve- 
land and family went to Allenspark, Colorado, 
where they had a very enjoyable time. Miami, 
Florida highlighted Rae Ellen Grannis vaca- 
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tion. She spent her time swimming, going 
on tours, and just having a gay time. Mar- 
lene Thompson and Pearl Barnhouse also 
enjoyed themselves on their vacation. , 
Labor Day weekend, “Yours truly’? and hus- 
band went to Minnesota for a most pleasant 
and enjoyable time fishing and relaxing. 


“Retired Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 

Annual report of the Retired Employees’ 
Club: The Club has met on the third Thurs- 
day of each month at 2 p.m. in the club room 
at 14th and M. The December meeting was 
cancelled because of the holiday rush. We 
had an average of about 15 members present 
at each meeting during the year. ... The 
main entertainment has been pictures which 
have been entertaining and educational. We 
have appreciated T. S. Risser’s choices. Twice 
we have enjoyed travel pictures by H. W. 
Potter and L. A. Stacy. ... At each meeting 
reports have been made of sick members. 
Greeting cards have been mailed to them 
and many personal calls have been made. 

. . During the year we suffered the loss of 
two of our most active members: B. R. Over- 
cash and G. O. Seaton. Also we shall miss 
from our ranks W.H. Spurlock... . Following 
the monthly programs our faithful sponsor, 
LT&T, has served us with delightful refresh- 
ments while we visited and reminisced... . 
Ethel M. Prescott, Secretary. 

Florence McKie and two sisters of Lincoln 
had a reunion during July with four other 
sisters from Kimball, Scottsbluff, Winnemucca, 
Nevada and Concord, California. They held 
several picnics and made trips to the home 
towns of earlier days. The brothers of the 
family could not be present. ... The heart- 
felt sympathy of Pioneer folk is extended to 
L. A. Stacy, past president, in the recent 
death of his wife. ... Rex Winders and wife 
entertained Marion Ladewig, world’s cham- 
pion woman bowler, at a party held at their 
home during Mrs. Ladewig’s recent appear- 
ance in Lincoln. Rex has a new and exciting 
hobby. He is learning to play the electric 
organ—and doing very well... . Ethel Prescott 
vacationed for nearly a month in New Mexico, 
Colorado Springs and Denver; viewing Pike's 
Peak, Seven Falls, and thoroughly enjoying 
the wonderful weather. 
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THE HOPPERS MORE 
féP. I'm THe ONE 


SHAT FEELS 
SICK ! 


IT SEEMS TO GIVE 
LAE. 
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John Reed and wife blazed a new 
trail to Omaha one recent Saturday. 
Due to some poor navigation on Mr. 
Reed's part, they found themselves 
in Fremont. 
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Charles Lindgren, Accounting, bought a large quantity 
of grasshopper poison which he applied with great 
abandon to his acreage. Next day he couldn't come to 
work. Seems he was allergic to the stuff and it hurt 
him more than it did the hoprers. 


Bill Quinn was first to borrow 
his neighbor's brand new lawn 
spreader. He wheeled it onto 
the driveway and turned to get 
the grass seed just as Mrs. 
Quinn backed the car out of 
the garage. A demolition crew 
couldn't have done a better 
job of wrecking the spreader. 
Bill had to buy the neighbor 
another new one. 


AND HERE IS OUR 


DIRECTORY WORM 


I'VE ALWAYS WANTED 
10 DOMHIS Fon 


. GOSH, 6055, WE 
DIDN'T BRING IT ! 
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Busily engaged at her work in the di- 
rectory room, Thelma Bitting, Beatrice 
Commercial, was startled to overhear 
this remark by Carieta Woelke, who was 
conducting a group through the com- 
mercial office during Open House. 


1) 


The Dean Hobsons stepped out of the car to do a bit 
of sight-seeing in the Black Hills. Just as he 
closed the door Dean noticed that he had left the 
keys in the ignition switch and his wife's purse, 


aay = | . ‘a | SSL with the spare set, was reposing on the front seat. 
) CAN'T UNDERSTAND IT. sae Spady and Marvin Piitein Dean wasted no time in solving the problem. He 
THIS CRITTER DON'T drove to Geneva where Spady picked up a handy rock and forthwith hurled it 
HAVE MUCH MORE PEP made a fine speech commemorat- through the window. 


ing the 3C-year anniversary of 
Reno Weis. Sadly they had 
forgotten to bring the pin, so 
John appropriated the one 
nearest at hand —- Pilfold's 
ten-year emblem - anc made the 
presentation official. 


THAN MY OLD /36 ! 
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J75 NICE OUT HERE 


Viola Hutchinson, Fairbury = 


Sight unseen, Cnarles Peachman traded IN THE SHADE chief operator, thinks ~ 
his faithful '36 car for a 1949 model outdoor life is for the 
and was very disappointed in its per- ; NOW | CAN WRITE ards. Twice recently she 
formance as he drove it home from p+ SHORTHAN has been the victim of 


tree dweliers above her 


clothes line in her own 
back rard. 
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Omaha. Not until he reacned Ashland 
did he discover he had been testing 
it with the brake get. 


Vic Musselman 

automatic elevator at 1L5th &M 
by inserting his fingers into 
the closing door. A good idea, 
but it didn't work. 


WRAP IT UP, 50 NOBODY CAN 
4ELL WHAT IT 15 ~ 


| FINALLY GOT 
CHARIVARJED 
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John Loudenback, Toll Pauipment, 
invested in a fine boat with a 


Velma Bock, Geneva Commercial, figures she missed a 


ten-horse motor. Not satisfied Frances Erwin, Fairbury, was part of life in not being charivaried when she was 
with the speed he bought a 30 HF alarmed when no one answered married. When her brother was marriei recently some | “ “ste : Salty Soe me ~*~. ——— coe 
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The seventh-eighth grade classroom contains the equipment which allows Bernice Benting to be among 
her fellow students. The speaker-microphone is on the teacher’s desk. The amplifier is mounted on the 
wall. Standing, left to right: Irene Hendrickson, teacher; Frank Wooters, superintendent; Ernest Swanson, 


president of the school board. 


Homebound - -- - 


When the Ceresco grade school opened its doors for the 
1957 fall term it numbered among its pupils two girls who 
do not occupy seats in the classroom. Yet they are present at 
all class assemblies. They recite their lessons, hear their 
assignments and enter into class discussions. 

Nancy Jo Erickson, an 11-year-old fifth grade student, 
and Bernice Benting, 13 years of age and an eighth grader, 
maintain their places in class through the use of school- 
to-home telephone systems. 

Nancy Jo has been a polio victim since 1952. She lives 
with her parents on a farm some five miles north and west 
of town. She likes school and attends class regularly while 
lying in her bed or sitting in a wheel chair. With a toe, she 
operates a switch on her speaker which enables her to send 
her voice into the classroom whenever she is called on to 
recite or give answers to the teacher’s questions. During 
recess she visits happily with other members of her grade. 
She is a good student and keeps well up in her studies. 

Bernice is a rest patient living about two miles south- 
east of town. She operates her speaker-microphone by 
a hand control from her bed. The equipment is terminated 
in the eighth grade classroom and Bernice enters completely 
into the affairs of the group. She has a twin sister in the 
same grade who is able to discuss the problems of the day 


Bernice Benting spends most of her day in bed, but projects herself 
rating the control switch held in her hand. Bernice 


into the classroom by ope a. we 
she says, “as 


is very happy with the arrangement. “It is almost the same, 
being in class.” 


but they" go’ to school 


with her and bring home helpful visual aids and assign- 
ments. Thus Bernice has no trouble keeping abreast of the 
class and her grades rank among those of the leaders. 

The classroom equipment consists of a combination 
speaker and sensitive non-directional microphone which 
picks up all classroom discussion for transmission to the 
student’s home station. An amplifier also is necessary. It 
is designed and filtered to match electrical characteristics 
of the telephone line and provide transmission without in- 
terference with regular circuits. The home station is a single 
unit, combining an amplifier and microphone-speaker. By 
depressing the “talk bar” the student’s voice may be heard 
by the teacher and classmates. 

The Ceresco school board deserves a round of applause 
for their fortitude in meeting the problems presented by 
the distances involved between the school and the homes of 
the two children. Both live in areas not served by the 
rural exchange plant. It was necessary to build several 
miles of pole line and to string metallic circuits to the farm 
homes. The company cooperated as much as possible to re- 
duce the expense of making the connections. The Ceresco 
school board members are: Ernest Swanson, president; 
Merle Olson, secretary; Herman W. Pearson, treasurer; 
John Berklund, Clarence Hansen and Albin Olson. 


Nancy Jo Erickson alternates her waking hours between her bed and 
a wheel chair. When she wants to enter class discussion she presses the 
“talk-bar” with her toe. Contact with her schoolmates opens a whole new 
world to the little shut-in. 
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The Dial-A-Prayer 


A Contribution to the Spiritual Needs of Lincoln Subscribers 


A new service, known as “Dial-A-Prayer,” was in- 
augurated at Lincoln on September 8 and has met with 
“overwhelming success” according to its sponsors. The 
service was made available to the telephone public through 
initial promotion by the pastors of two large churches of 
Lincoln, with the financial support of a group of interested 
laymen and businessmen. 


By dialing 7-3921 the subscriber hears a message of 
inspiration and comfort, concluded by a short prayer. The 
devotional texts are recorded by the two pastors, Dr. 
Gordon Schroeder of First Baptist Church and Dr. C. Vin 
White of First Presbyterian Church. The recordings are of 
28-second duration and are changed each morning and eve- 
ning. The service is available on a ’round-the-clock basis. 

The installation anticipated the use of three incoming 
trunk lines, but the company provided seven more during 
the trial period in event the three would be inadequate 
to handle the initial surge of calls. This proved to be true, 
as more than 30,000 calls reached the recording equipment 
during the first week of operation. Many of these may have 
been impelled by curiosity, for the number later dropped 
to a consistent average of 3,000 or more per day. 


Friday and Saturday are the busiest days for Dial-A- 
Prayer with the heaviest traffic occurring between the 
hours of 8 and 9 a. m., 12 and 1 p. m. and 6 to 10 p. m. The 
sponsors are very pleased with the immediate acceptance 
of the service which, of course, is free to all who choose to 
use it. 
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The pastors’ texts are fed into the recording cartridge of the Dial-A- 
Prayer equipment on the first floor where Ivan Hellerich is shown directing 


the mechanics of the recording apparatus. 


Dr. C. Vin White at the recording station in a ciassroom on the third 
floor of the 15th & M building. Tne texts are timed exactly to the 28- 
second interval. 


Dr. Gordon H. Schroeder takes his turn at the recording microphone. 
The pastors usually complete an entire weekly series of recordings in a 
single visit to the office studio. 
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Good Telephone Habits 


,,.. Make good friends 


Roy Brendle, service engineer, obligingly demon- 
strates how a telephone conversation should NOT be 
carried on. The mouth and lips cannot form words 
properly when they hold pipes, cigars, cigarettes, gum, 
pencils, etc. Roy also could hear and be heard better 
if he held the receiver to his ear and spoke directly 
into the transmitter. 


telephone 


the receiver 


Because LT&T is continually emphasizing the value of 
good telephone habits to its customers, we telephone folk 
should be at our best when using our own product. However, 
not many of us were hired because of a melodious voice 
or impeccable speech. These virtues, when possessed, usual- 
ly are the result of long practice and diligent application. 

Yet good speech is within the reach of everyone, and 
certainly good telephone habits should be cultivated by 
all who make the telephone business their career. 

Whenever we use the telephone we can win or lose a 
friend for ourselves or for the company. 

The person at the other end of the line judges us by 
what we say and how we say it. The courtesies of a face- 
to-face visit, where the smile plays such an important role, 
can be expressed over the telephone only through the tone 
of voice and careful choice of words. 

When we speak, we speak twice. Our words can say 
one thing; our voices another. Often a person’s tone imparts 
more meaning than his words. 

Some good questions to ask ourselves are: Is my voice 
pleasing? Does my voice convey the impression of an alert, 
helpful person? Is there warmth in my tone when I answer 
the telephone? 

A pleasing voice can be cultivated. Its warmth is made 
up of sincerity and friendliness. We can sound alert and 
helpful if that is our attitude when we greet the telephone 
caller. But the correction of speech faults is another matter. 

Perhaps the most common of speech defects is lack of 
mouth energy. Lip laziness or tongue laziness, like most 
bad habits, is hard to correct. But to one who suffers this 
ailment, and many of us do, the reward of improvement 
invariably accompanies the effort. 

Another bad speech habit, easily broken, 1s that of 
talking without sufficient air in the lungs; delivering 
only a half voice. We should breathe deeply and speak 
with a “full throat.” we may be surprised, when doing so, 
how seldom we are called upon to repeat a word or phrase. 

Other important and good telephone habits to cultivate 
are: 

1. In answering the telephone speak directly into 
the mouthpiece, with the lips about %4 inch from it. The 


A “slow-burn” is registered by Lyle Reighard, com- 
mercial representative, as his caller abruptly slammed 
in his ear. We should always bring our 
conversations to a pleasant close with a 
“Goodbye” or “Thank You.” 


telephone transmitter is designed to eliminate all room 
noises except the sounds uttered directly in front of the 
mouthpiece. 

2. Avoid such time-wasting expressions as “Hello” and 
“Yes.” Identify yourself by name or name of your de- 
partment, whichever you think will be the most helpful 
to the caller. 

3. When away from your telephone leave word of 
where you can be reached and when you expect to return. 

4 Have a pencil and memo pad handy when you 
answer a call, then you’ll not have to leave the telephone 
and keep the other party waiting. 

o. If it will take considerable time to get the informa- 
tion requested, offer to call the person back later. 

6. When answering another person’s telephone, give 
that person’s name: “Mr. Smith’s office, Mr. Jones speak- 
ing. 

_ 4. Try to find who is calling, making it clear that the 
information is for the other person: “May I tell him who is 
calling?” or “Would you like to have him call you?” 

8. If you can attend the call satisfactorily yourself, 
do so. No one likes to repeat what he has to say to several 
people. 

9. When you have finished a conversation and said 
“Goodbye,” or “Thank you,” replace the receiver carefully. 


Slamming down the receiver is like slamming the door after 
an actual visit. 


al 


have no idea where he went!’”’ Marilyn Lang, 
General Commercial, plays the port of the frustrated 
secretary who has not been informed where her boss 
can be reached or when he will be back. Whoever 
answers YOUR telephone should always be _ provided 
with these important facts. 
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Minutes seem like hours when you are waiting at the 
end of a telephone connection for someone to retrieve 
information from a file or from a distant point of the 
office. If it will take more than a minute or so to get 
the information a return call should be made. Ken 
Versaw, Engineering, demonstrates how the call should 
NOT be handled. 


Sales Soar in September 


The month brings second best gain in company history 


The most gratifying news of the month came with the 
tabulation of the station gain figures for September. We 
were expecting an upswing, for September normally is the 
best month of the year for station installations. So everyone 
was happy when the official summary showed a gain of 945 
telephones, making it the second highest monthly gain in 
company history. 

We have to go back to March 1946 to surpass this fig- 
ure—and that was in the days when so many young men 
were returning from military service and establishing homes 
of their own. 


There was a pronounced rise in main stations installed 
last month, a trend that is quite customary for September 
and the beginning of the school year. 


Accompanying the fine growth in stations was a notable 
increase in employee sales activity. Twenty-nine additional 
names were inscribed on the roll of Merchandising employees 
during the months of August and September. During the 
same period employee sales included 49 main stations, 77 


extensions, 94 colored sets, 12 upgrades, 36 Koil Kords and 
a host of other items. 

At the end of September our station gain for the year 
stood at 3060, 1905 of these were main stations, 1155 ex- 
tensions. The three months left in the year are those which 
usually bring us a tidy growth in subscribers. We'll have 
to work pretty hard to equal last year’s lusty record for 
station gain, but not for a moment are we going to entertain 
the thought that it will not be done. 

Merchandising isn’t just another word with LT&T em- 
ployees. It is the key word in a program that is meeting with 
enthusiastic support. It seems that telephone people in every 
department, in every area we serve, are alert to opportunities 
for sales of our equipment and services. Good selling makes 
good jobs, as everyone knows. 

While Merchandising is moving at a fast pace, the suc- 
cess of many of our folk has been outstanding, We give 
recognition here to a number of them whose efforts have 
been rewarded by a dozen or more sales points during the 
months of August and September. 


Mighty Merchandisers: Showing number of contacts and sales points they made during August-September 


Dewey Lewis 


George Brock 


Thelma Tritsch H. W. Armagost 


Lincoln Crete Plattsmouth David City 
5 Contacts 14 Contacts 1 Contact 13 Contacts 5 Contacts 
17 Sales 17 Sales 16 Sales 15 Sales 15 Sales 
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Gerald Caley 


Grace Heigl A. R. Balderson Lillian Sowers 

Plattsmouth Lincoln Lincoln Fairbury 

13 Contacts 11 Contacts 10 Contacts 11 Contacts 4 Contacts 
14 Sales 13 Sales 13 Sales 12 Sales 12 Sales 
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The Golfers 
Have 
Their Day 
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The golfers assembled from the far reaches of 
the territory. From the left, in this group, are: Ade 
Newens, Nebraska City; Elmer Neujahr, Syracuse; 
Jim Bauer, Superior; Ramey Johnson, Cook; Frank 
Kubat, Superior; Ted Husing, Tecumseh. 


At the half-way 


point, 


position on the ninth green. Many of the players dropped out at this point to gather ‘round in 


the club house lounge. 


The annual championship golf tourn- 
ament occupied the minds and energies 
of 33 sanguine devotees on Sunday, 
September 29. The host course was 
again the Hilltop Country Club at 
Wahoo. There were few late arrivals, 
for one of the tournament’s main selling 
points is the famous breakfast spread 
out at 8 a. m. by the Club chef. 

The champ had been chosen long be- 
fore the tournament, and Roy Miuills 
obliged his backers by shooting the low 
medal score. But he had a narrow 
squeak with his 82, for he bested George 
Walroth by only one stroke. Paul Hen- 
son emerged as the handicap trophy 
winner when his 66-plus stood up for 
first place in that event. 


There were other champions, for 
the tournament was divided by com- 
plicated calculations into numerous 
segments. Dewey Nelsen has to draw on 
his long accounting experience to de- 
termine the various winners. This year 
an even 20 prizes were distributed to 
as many lucky or skillful winners. 

A note of praise should be inserted 
here for our golfing secretary, who is 
the driving force behind this ancient 
annual outing. Dewey labors untold 
hours in planning the tournament with 
meticulous care. Nothing is left undone, 
which is the main reason it runs like 
clockwork and deserves the support and 
attendance of all who indulge in the 
game. 


Voices With The Smile 


Courtesy and understanding seldom 
go unnoticed and our ladies of the 
switchboard at Superior are entitled to 
a low bow as the subjects of the fol- 
lowing letter recently received by F. F. 
Kubat, area manager: 


Dear Mr. Kubat: We want you to know 
that we think you have fine helpers on 
your switchboards. They surely are kind, 
considerate and patient to the Nth degree. 
The number of times they ring and re- 
ring without a trace of impatience is really 
remarkable. We three sisters, all hard of 
hearing, want to tell you we appreciate 
the service more than we can say. You 
will let the helpers know how we feel, 
please. 

Sincerely, 
Sadie Baird, Stella Baird. 
Clara McFarland 


The Career of 
Margaret Bethscheider 


There’s a lady living in Hebron 
whose name is almost synonymous with 
the telephone itself, 
and who quietly and 
efficiently over the 
course of nearly 35 
years as chief oper- 
ator, taught and 
supervised the giv- 
ing of good service 
by succeeding gen- 
erations of operators 
at that exchange. 
Margaret Bethscheider In No weem Wer 
1954. illness forced Margaret Beth- 
scheider to relinquish the task to which 
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her life had been dedicated. All her 
years of service were spent at the 
Hebron switchboard where she first sat 
as a student operator in long ago 1913. 
She was promoted to chief operator in 
April 1920 and had almost reached her 
41st anniversary when she was taken 
ill. 

Her transfer from the disability bene- 
fit payroll to that of a service pension 
prompts the writing of her telephone 
career. Her two sisters, Mary and 
Regina, present chief operator, are stil! 
members of Hebron Traffic and. of 
their own right, possess enviable records 
of telephone employment. In fact, the 
combined service records of the three 
sisters, presently totaling more than 118 
years, is said to be one of the most out 
standing in the land. 
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Fought the Kaiser. 
Copied his mustache. 


3. They loved him 
in Edgar. 


7. You'll find him in 
the Yellow Pages. 


11. She wears the 
40-year emblem. 


A Memory Test 


These pictures from the News files, and elsewhere, give us 
a glimpse into the past—to the time when some of our valued 
employees first came to work for LT&T. Go back 20 years or more 
for each photograph and see if you can recognize them as pres- 
ent employees. Most of them are still on the job, but a few are 
retired. Their identities are given on Page 19, but don’t peek 
until you have tested your memory on all of them. If you score a 


perfect guess on all 14 photos, please let the editor know of it. 
That would be NEWS! 


4. Voice with the 


5. He helped make 
rippling laughter. 


the ‘nineties gay. 


8. She knows a lot 


9. She’d never give 
about you. 


you a ticket. 


12. Looks much the same 


13. Is everybody 
after 32 years. 


from Humboldt? 
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2. Heap Big Chief 
of the Oto tribe. 


6. She deducts 
the deductibles. 


10. He began his career 
at Humboldt. 
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14. 38 years in the 
Southern district. 
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A. O. Andrews and R. J. Donaldson jointly accupy the head of the table at their anniversary 
party. Clockwise about the table are: Bert Huddleston, H. M. (Bud) Miller, Tyler Ryan, Bill Rosenthal, 
Lowell Johnson, Merle M. Hale, Mrs. A. O. Andrews, Mr. Andrews, Mr. Donaldson, Mrs. R. J. Donaldson, 
Max C. Walker, Florence Tatman, Lloyd W. Cleveland, Ernest Royce, Kent Eno, Walter F. Roberts. 


People can’t work for one company 
for forty years without displaying cer- 
tain characteristics that set them apart 
from other folks, and we think A. O. 
Andrews and Robert J. Donaldson will 
long be remembered for qualities that 
are peculiar to themselves. 


Mr. Andrews, for example, is prob- 
ably the champion “long hour” man of 
the company — and has been for 
years. No one seems to know when he 
arrives at his desk. He’s probably on 
the job at daybreak. His brief case, 
wherein he carries his “home work,” 
seems to be part of his street apparel. 


Mr. Donaldson set a pace for him- 
self as a young man and has failed to 
show a sign of deceleration with the 
rolling of years. His normal gait leaves 
a fast walker far behind. At his work 
he takes the corners of the stock room 
at a speed that peels the rubber from 
his heels. 


These were the traits that Merle M. 
Hale dwelt upon at some length as he 
presented 40-year service emblems to 
Andy and Bob at a party held in their 


honor at the Cornhusker on September 
12. There are many other attributes 
that set these two apart as masters of 
their respective arts, and if all of them 
were not covered at the party it was 
because time ran out. 

A space of five days separates their 
service anniversaries. Mr. Andrews 
came to LT&T on September 10, 1917 
as apprentice switchman; Mr. Donald- 
son on the 15th as shopman. Their serv- 
ice records are unbroken. Andy rose 
through various positions in the local 
plant and general traffic departments 
to become supervising engineer. Bob 
has always been a member of General 
Shop except for a two-month foray in 
Lincoln Plant as lineman back in 1918. 
He is now shop clerk. 

Both new 40-year members gave in- 
teresting anecdotes highlighting their 
years of service and told of the changes 
in telephony that had come to pass. Mr. 
Andrews’ entry into the 40-year group 
makes it a family affair, for Mrs. An- 
drews also wears a 40-year pin. It is the 
first time in our history that a husband 
and wife have attained this distinction. 
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Jack Caldwell, customer service supervisor of 
the Lincoln busines office, was caught by the 
camera early in the morning before the cares of 
the dav had left their mark. 


Pull The Dial For Hawaii 


On October 9, LT&T operators were 
able to dial direct to subscribers of the 
Honolulu exchange on circuits chan- 
neled underseas through the newly laid 
submarine cables extending 2100 nau- 
tical miles between Hawaii and the 
mainland near San Francisco. Station- 
to-station rates are also applied to 
Hawaii for the first time with the in- 
auguration of the new service. 

The Hawaiian cables generally le in 
deeper water than either the Alaskan 
or Atlantic cables. At one point they 
rest at a depth of about three miles. 
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Independents’ 60th 
Anniversary 


Independent Telephone Week, Sep- 
tember 8-14, was observed in Nebraska 
on proclamation by Governor Victor E. 
Anderson. The week-long observance 
was in recognition of the sixtieth anni- 
versary of the Independent industry in 
the state. All Independent telephone 
companies throughout the nation also 
observed the 60th anniversary of Amer- 
ican Independent telephony during that 
week. 

Independent companies serve 229,000 
telephones in 415 exchanges in Nebras- 
ka. The Northwestern Bell company has 
101 exchanges in the state serving 
263,000 telephones. In the United 
States the Independent industry serves 


11,000 communities with about 91/4, mil- 
lion telephones. 


Ill Health Persists 


The transfer of Walter C. Stewart 
from the disability benefit payroll to a 
service pension came 
on May 25 after a 
year-long siege of 
illness, Although 
some improvement 
has been shown in 
recent months, 
Walter failed to re- 
gain his strength 
and thus finds him- 
self unable to re- 
turn to his former 
duties as equipment foreman for Central 
Plant. 

Mr. Stewart dates his long experience 
in telephony to the day in October 
1920 when he was the successful appli 
cant for the job of apprentice combina- 
tionman at Beatrice. He worked at that 
exchange as combinationman, testboard- 
man and = switchboardman until his 
transfer to Lincoln as testman in Sep- 
tember 1937. He rose through the posi- 
tions of combinationman, installer’ 
repairman PBX, and service foreman, to 
be named equipment foreman in June 
1953. In this position he supervised the 
complete installation of many of the 
city's largest and latest PABX systems. 

It is to be hoped that Mr. Stewart 
will soon fieht his way back to norma! 
health, for his determination to do so 
knows no bounds. The News joins his 
friends of LT&T in wishing him well 
in this endeavor. 


Walter C. Stewart 
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Our Cover 


Nebraska’s rural landscape is dotted 
with thousands of newly formed ponds, 
beckoning to the myriad flocks of 
waterfowl that pass over the state in 
their annual migration southward. 
Huntsmen by the thousands lie in wait 
in the chill of the mornings for the thrill 
of bringing a scene such as the cne 
on our cover into their gunsights. The 
News camera lay in wait, too, and was 
indeed fortunate to bring this pleasant 
view into the range of its telefoto lens. 
You’ll recognize most of the birds in 
the background as Canada Geese. The 
others we'll not attempt to identify. 


You're Wanted On The Phone 


A transistorized radio-receiving unit 
to notify individuals that a telephone 
call awaits them, has been introduced 
experimentally by the Bell company in 
Pennsylvania. The signalling service, 
described as a sort of extension of the 
telephone bell, is small enough to be 
clipped to a person’s belt or fit into a 
pocket. 

The service appeals mainly to those 
who must keep in touch regularly with 
their offices. Should an important call 
come to the office, the secretary would 
call a special telephone operator and 
vive the number of her employer's re- 
ceiver. The operator would “dial” the 
number causing voice-frequency pulses 
on the radio channel to activate four 
reeds in the proper receiver, it being 
the only one to respond to the par- 
ticular signal. The called party then 
would hear a pleasant tone coming from 
the receiver, and know that he has a 
call. He then would go to the nearest 
telephone and call his office. 


The system in the present test area 
is capable of handling about 3,000 re- 


ceivers. 


The News Is indexed 


The Lincoln Telephone News is now 
completely indexed. Beginning with the 
first issue of January 1915 and con- 
tinuing to the present date every pub- 
lished item has been scrutinized and if 
of historical importance has been en- 
tered by date and page number, some- 
times with several cross-references, in a 
card file which comprises the general 
index. 

There has been a definite need for 
access into the wealth of information 
reposing between the covers of ancient 
copies of our magazine. The chrono- 
logical history of our company is writ- 
ten therein, as well as the development 
of the industry and the art of telephony. 
References to individual employees have 
been carefully recorded: when they 
came to work for the company; perhaps 
their marriage or other personal items; 
their advancement through various po- 
sitions; their retirement and events that 
happened afterward; sometimes, sadly, 
their death. 

The editor began the task a half 
dozen years ago as a home-time hobby, 
expecting to wile away a few winter 
evenings, but there were not enough 
cold snaps to make much of a dent in 
the undertaking. Loran Powell took 


over the unfinished job last spring and 
found time, in odd moments, to bring 
it to completion. Future copies of the 
News will be indexed as soon as pub- 
lished. The index will be used mainly 
by the News staff for access to refer- 
ence material. 


Award No. 5 To Annual Report 

LT&T’s annual report for 1956 has 
been judged among the nation’s best by 
Financial World magazine, marking the 
fifth consecutive year in which our re- 
port has survived the rigorous com- 
petition with those of approximately 
5,000 other corporations. Our current 
award was earned on the basis of “dis- 
tinguished achievement in annual re- 
porting and in recognition of the ex- 
cellence of its (LT&?T’s) 1956 annual 
report.” 

The report is a “home production” 
and varies in design and content from 
year to year. The 1956 edition was a 
20-page, four color pamphlet, employ- 
ing art work and photographic illus- 
tration in excellent taste and to good 
advantage. A. B. Gorman, advertising 
manaver, has directed the design and 
compilation of the five award-winnin¢ 
reports dating from 1952. 
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Visitor From the Suh = 


Welton Grant found it loitering on the window ledge of the blacksmith shop at 21st & L, and 
it wasn’t long before it was identified as a mantis, one of the most vicious and voracious of insects. 
Welton speculates that it may have bummed its way northward on a carload of poles, for it is not a 


native of this clime. 


The mantis holds its forelegs together as if at prayer, and is often called the “praying’’ mantis. 
It was imported from China a half century ago by southern landowners because of its reputation 
for decimating the insect population. It catches its prey by the powerful front legs that dart forward, 
swift as a flash. Its appetite is insatiable. Its one drawback is that it does not distinguish between 
good insects and bad; and the bee population seems to suffer heaviest of all. 


Welton caught a chinch bug and put it in the bottle with his captive mantis. The picture tells 
the story of events that followed. The mantis caught the bug instantly and, holding it with its front 
logs, devoured it much as if it were corn on the cob. 
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Barbara Portrey Takes Vows 


Barbara Portrey, 
former Beatrice op- 
erator, was clothed 
in the habit of the 
Maryknoll Sisters, 
world-wide mis- 
sionary order, in a 
ceremony at Our 
Lady of Maryknoll 
Novitiate, Valley 
Park, Missouri, on 
September 8. Arch- 
bishop Joseph E. 
Ritter of St. Louis officiated. 


Now known as Sister Regina Mont- 
fort, Barbara is the daughter of Mrs. 
Charles Portrey of Dawson. She re- 
signed her position at the Beatrice 
switchboard to enter Maryknoll last 
December. A member of St. Joseph’s 
parish, she is a graduate of Glendale 
school district, Falls City, and of Mt. 
St. Scholastica’s Academy at Atchison, 
Kansas, where she was prefect of the 
Sodality. 


Sister Regina Montford is the first 
Maryknoll Sister from the Lincoln 
diocese. The 1300 Maryknoll Sisters 
staff missions all over the world. After 
two years of novitiate training in Val- 
ley Park she will be eligible for assign- 
ment to any one of the 94 Maryknoll 
convents in Asia, Africa, the Pacific 
Islands, and Middle and South America. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 


fit Association in September 1957: 


Primary Members: G. E. Walroth, Genl. 
Commercial, $7.50; G. C. Artz, General Plant, 
$25.00: J. K. Schleiger, Engineering, $20.00; 
R. C. Hawkins, Lincoln Plant, $20.00; Hazel 
Higgins, Lincoln Plant, $10.00; W. L. Higgins, 
Lincoln Plant, $11.00; A. K. Robison, Lincoln 
Plant, $242.25; R. A. Stall, Lincoln Plant, $23.00; 
L. E. Vosika, Lincoln Plant, $9.00; J. E. Geist, 
Supply, $5.00; R. J. Donaldson, Supply $14.20; 
Beatrice Rohrer, Non-Functional, $46.00; F. L. 
Kipling, Auburn Plant, $45.00; L. A. Genrich, 
Beatrice Plant, $4.00; P. J. Guelker, Beatrice 
Plant, $20.00; W. R. Minich, Geneva Plant, 
$27.00; Dorothy Darnold, Hastings Commer- 
cial, $24.00: J. G. VanNordheim, Hastings 
Plant, $25.00: C. R. Stock, Nebraska City 
Plant, $34.00: Evelyn Dravland, Lincoln 
Traffic, $29.50; Sharon Phillips, Lincoln Traf- 
fic, $119.90; M. Gladys Trumble, Lincoln 
Traffic, $131.00; Artis Bowen, Superior Traf- 
fic, $10.00; Nancy Cramer, York Traffic, 
$8.00; Loretta Larson, York Traffic, $273.25; 
and F. A. Blockwitz, Pension, $195.80. 


Dependents: Lincoln: Mrs. G. M. Aibury, 
$10.00; Mrs. C. E. Connors, $25.00; Mrs. R. J. 
Donaldson, $383.00; JoLynn Gray, $332.50; 
Mrs. R. H. Greb, $30.00; Mrs. C. E. Harp, 
$135.76; Mrs. A. C. King, $12.50; Mrs. W. P. 
Shuck, $26.00: Mrs. L. A. Stacy (Deceased), 
$28.65; Mrs. Lester Way. $345.80; James Trum- 
ble, $16.90; Mrs. E. O. Wait, $50.00; Mrs. D. W. 
Smith, $10.00; Mrs. W. R. Minich, Geneva, 
$7.00; Thcmas Hedges, Hastings, $10.00; Tim- 
othy Keogh, Hastings, $80.80; and Mrs. G. D. 
Murrish, Hastings, $187.60. 


The Best Is Yet To Be 


The editor takes small stock in tales 
about employees who, after retirement, 
lose their zest for living and gradually 
waste away. If such cases there be or 
have been, they are definitely the ex- 
ception—not the rule. 


We've talked to most of our retired 
folk, at some time or other, on this 
very subject. 


LT&T people, as a rule, enjoy their 
years of retirement. Nearly all agree 
that for a short while following their 
entry into the new way of life there 
was‘a period of uncertainty and shock. 
The routines and contacts of many 
years, being suddenly withdrawn, left 
a void that had to be filled with other 
interests and activities. Fortunately most 
telephone people have adequate knowl- 
edge of the problems that must be met 
in this transition period and have pre- 
pared for its coming. 


Those who have developed many 
interests are the happiest in retirement, 
according to the published results of 
a national survey. This holds true 
among our employees. It has long been 
a project of the Pioneer association and 
the management of LT&T to promote 
interests and hobbies among employees 
and to encourage them to become active 
in the affairs of their communities. Art, 
gardening, handicrafts, music and other 
avocations fit readily into the days of 
added leisure. 


Health planning also should begin 
early. Periodic health examination 
after reaching “middle age” is strongly 
advised. Many diseases work unob- 
trusively and insidiously through the 
course of years, then strike decisively. 
Often a medical examination reveals 
these as minor defects and cures can 
be wrought before they become of 
major concern. 


The need for adequate financial pro- 
vision for the years ahead is apparent. 
Even a generous pension and social se- 
curity payments do not add up to the 
customary monthly salary. Yet it is 
surprising how savings are effected in 
clothing, meals, transportation, etc., 
with the coming of retirement. Most 
of our people, it seems, have wisely pro- 
vided for the future through savings 
and investments made during the years 
of active employment. 
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Alice Johnston Dies 


Alice M. Johnston, contract chief 
operator at Pleasant Dale, passed away 
quite suddenly on Tuesday, September 
24. Mrs. Johnston had operated the 
Pleasant Dale exchange since joining 
the company in April 1954. She was 59 
years of age. 

Funeral services were held at the 
Pleasant Dale Methodist Church on Fri- 
day, September 27. Immediate sur- 
vivors include her husband, Walter G., 
a son and a daughter. 


New Employees 


Accounting 
Louis L. Engle......-- Mach. Opt. .....2.. 9-16 
Ruth Leuschner*...._. Mach. Opr. .......- 9- 9 
R. F. Ueberrhein...-.- Mach. Opr. ..-..--- 9-19 
Commercial 
Dorothy Bader*........ Steno, 
Gen‘Il Com’I........ 9- 3 
Maureen Faimon...... Clerk, Hastings.... 8-30 
Engineering 
R. M. Benton.....--... Draftsman ........-- 9-16 


T. A. Cantell, Jr.....Grdmn., Lincoln... 9- 3 
C. D: Cronin,. dfn. Grdmn., Sutton.... 9-10 
Marlin Kermoade 

(P.T.)....Janitress, Wilber... 9-16 


Leo Leininger-......... Grdmn., Sutton.... 9-10 
Je Ee UG Vdnse neni! Grdmn., Lincoln... 9-16 
W. A. Peperkorn....Grdmn., Hebron.. 9-16 
J. OW. Vicek. 20.3.2 Grdmn., Lincoln.. 8- 
Traffic 

Marguerite Mazuch*Opr., Lincoln...... 9-10 
Kay Monkelien*...... Opr., Lincoln...-.. 9- 9 
Basa Sth g-.oeaasd Opr., Lincoln...... 9- 3 
Margaret Thomas....Opr., Nebr. City.. 9- 9 
Jean Vanek.............. Opr., Wahoo...... 8-26 


There are lots of things to do at the exchange 
building gnd it’s pretty hard to catch him when 
he isn’t busy—genial Mike Danaher, manager at 
Wymore, 


Mary Bartyzelle 
Nebraska City 
15 Years 
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Viola Fischer 
Lincoln 
15 Years 
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Don Frankforter 


Lincoln 
15 Years 


Ruth Kadavy 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


Lincoln 
10 Years 
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Ee BP; Darnold E. be Piper Jessie VanTrump L. P. Livingston Genevieve Griffin 
Hastings ahoo Hastings Lincoln Lincoln 
35 Years 30 Years 30 Years 25 Years 20 Years 


42 YEARS I. W. Halverstadt, Tecumseh. 
A1 YEARS A. T. Albers, Lincoln. 

38 YEARS R. L. Dalton, Lincoln. 

35 YEARS F. P. Darnold, Hastings. 

31 YEARS A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln. 


30 YEARS E. G. Piper, Wahoo; Jessie Van 
Trump, Hastings. 


29 YEARS W. J. McDowell, L. P. Schlentz, 


Florence Tatman, Lincoln. 

28 YEARS E. O. Wait, Lincoln. 

25 YEARS L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 
24 YEARS Marcia Watson, Lincoln. 
23 YEARS B. D. Pattison, Lincoln. 


22 YEARS W. \W. Eden, B. A. Isaman, Lin- 
coln; Edna Pflughaupt, York. 


21 YEARS G. A. Wasson, Beatrice. 

20 YEARS Genevieve Griffin, Lincoln. 

16 YEARS Velma Abker, Nebraska City; 
C. E. Connors, Lincoln; Amy Dixon, Weep- 
ing Water: Lela Watson, Beatrice. 

15 YEARS Mary Bartyzelle, Nebraska City; 
Viola Fischer, Donavin Frankforter, Ruth 
Kadavy, S. K. Lawrence, L. E. Vosika, Lin- 
coln; W. H. Husing, Virginia Lempka, 
Tecumseh. 

13 YEARS Virginia Anderson, A. W. Berg- 


lund, Helen Pierson, Lincoln: Myrtle Smith 
Waco. 


Eleanore Schutz E. L. 


Wheatc 


12 YEARS B. F. Anderson, Plattsmouth; Jack 
Billings, Beatrice: Avis Collar, Pawnee City: 
Vivian Dee, David City; P. J. Eisenbarth, 
C. F. Schleufer, Lincoln; C. A. Salisbury, 
York. 


11 YEARS J. D. Adamson, Geneva; A. L. De- 
Backer, Hastings; R. K. Ghormley, Lincoln: 
J. E. Hatfield, Stromsburg; L. H. Lane, 
Weeping Water: F. D. Nichelson, Wahoo: 
J. E. Turner, Friend. 


10 YEARS \W. C. Baker, A. C. Brunke, M. A. 
Lohmeier, R. H. Zimmerman, Lincoln: J. D. 
Brockmeyer, Hebron: Eleanore Schutz, Sew- 
ard; E. L. Wheatcraft, Tecumseh. 


9 YEARS L. R. Cink, Wahoo. 


8 YEARS J. W. Eckles,York; Mildred Lanik., 
Wahoo; E. D. Mather, Weeping Water: 
M. L. Melvin, Superior; Mary Pohlenz, L. K. 
White, Lincoln. 


7 YEARS C. P. Arnold, Hazel Higgins, 
Dorothe Keller, Maude Reason, R. T. Wake- 


man, Lincoln. 


6 YEARS Nancy Behrns, Weeping Water: 
Beth Deinert, Lincoln; Elsie France, Syracuse. 
5 YEARS Joline Allington, Superior; R. J. 
Brinton, Lincoln; N. M. Forsman, Lucy 
Kuhlman, Hastings: Sharon Hanau, Fairbury: 
D. R. Schark, York; Helen Wurtele, Ne- 
braska City. 
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W. H. Husing 
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Tecumseh 
15 Years 


S. K. Lawrence 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


Virgina Lempka 
Tecumseh 
15 Years 
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Lincoln 
15 Years 


Lincoln 
10 Years 


M. A. Loliméler 


Our Family Album 
6-8 Office -- Lincoln 


The 6-8 Office at 49th and Huntington streets serves a 
rapidly developing portion of northeast Lincoln. The build- 
ing was erected in 1923 to consolidate the University Place 
and Havelock manual exchanges. At the same time the 
conversion was made to dial operation and the new ex- 
change became the “M” Office. History tells us that LT&T 
once operated a dial exchange at University Place in com- 
petition with a manual Bell exchange, but it was discon- 
tinued and its subscribers consolidated with those of the 
Bell when competition was ended in 1912. 

In the pictures: 1) The 6-8 Office building. 2) Ivan E. 
Doran. 3) William M. Birdsley. 4) William L. Templin. 
5) Ronald J. Overman. 6) Robert J. Flowers. 7) R. R. (Mike) 
Guthrie, office foreman. 8) Richard E. McCall. 9) Darrell 
F. Neemann. 10) Myrel C. Ifland. 11) University Place 


operating room after consolidation of competing exchanges 
in 1913. 
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Sherman Still Marching 


W. Merl Sherman, 
former commercial 
representative at 
Lincoln, was ap- 
pointed September 
1 to a newly cre- 
ated position as 
commercial super- 
visor at Hastings. 
There Mr. Sherman 
will supervise op- 
erations of the local 
business office re- 
lating to customer requirements for 
service orders, payments of accounts, 
directory compilation and other com- 
mercial matters. 

Mr. Sherman has ten years credited 
service with LT&T, though he first ap- 
peared on the payroll at Tecumseh as 
long ago as 1945. He served two years 
with the Air Corps during World War 
II and completed his college course at 
Peru State in 1949. He has worked as 
groundman and combinationman at 
Tecumseh; switchman at Lincoln and 
Plattsmouth; installer-repairman at 
Plattsmouth and as commercial repre- 
sentative at Lincoln. 

Mr. Sherman is a member of the 
Masonic Lodge, American Legion, and 
is a first lieutenant in the National 
Guard. Mrs. Sherman is the daughter 
of Byron Pattison, service foreman of 
Lincoln Plant, and was once a member, 
herself, of Printing Service at Lincoln. 
Pride of the household is daughter, 
Lori Lynn, who is now five months old. 


Happiness Ahead 


Sharon Fish of Lincoln Traffic became Mrs. 
Roy Ankrom on June 29 at the Chapel of 
the Lincoln Air Force Base. 

Jacqueline Steiner, Lincoln Traffic, became 
the bride of Byford Cameron in a ceremony 
performed at the Methodist Church in Burch- 
ard on June 30. 

Ivars Renemans of the engineering depart- 
ment was married July 26 to Carol Walters. 
The ceremony was performed at Lutheran 
Redeemer Church in Lincoln. 

Kaylene Hoffhine, Fairbury Traffic, and 
Dean Kurth were married August 25 in the 
First Christian Church at Beatrice. 

Carol Fanning, Wahoo Traffic, and Keith 
Barrett were united in Marriage August 31 
at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Colon. 

Ardis Henderson, Lincoln Traffic, became 
the bride of Staff Sgt. Jimmie Beard in a 
ceremony performed at the First Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Papillion on Septem- 
ber 14. 

Lura Lamb and John Ticnor said “I do” on 
September 22 at the First Christian Church 


in Lincoln. Lura is employed in Lincoln 
Traftic. 


Lucille Bosak, Lincoln Traffic, and Gary 
Stromberg were married September 28 at 
the St. Peter & Paul Catholic Church in 


Fullerton. 


Promotions - Transfers - Title Changes 


C. P. Arnold 


Kay Bassett 
Coml. Representative Service Assistant 
Lincoln Syracuse 


Commercial 


Luetta Bacon, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 
Hastings. 

C. P. Arnold, combinationman, central 
wire chief's office, to commercial represent- 
ative, Lincoln. 

Engineering 

Oliver Hoffman, equipment foreman, 

General Plant, to engineer. 


Plant 


B. S. Anderson, groundman, Construction, 
Lincoln to Beatrice. 

H. E. Colson, groundman to driver, Con- 
struction, Lincoln. 

W. I. Duer, switchman to instalicr-repair- 
man, COE, Lincoln switchroom. 


Oliver Hoffman 
Engineer 


Evelyn Menke 
Service Assistant 
Lincoln Beatrice 


La § 
oN 
David Guthrie 


Equipment Foreman 
Lincoln 


Jennie Stoltenberg 
Service Assistant 
Wahoo 


Thomas Fuller, lineman to splicer’s helper, 
Construction, Lincoln. 

Alvin Gaylor, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Lincoln. 

David Guthrie, toll terminalman, Central 
Plant, to equipment foreman, General Plant. 

Roger Harris, groundman to splicer’s help- 
er, Construction, Lincoln. 

Mary Hessler, stenographer, Supply to 
General Plant. 

C. F. Hutchison, splicer, Construction, to 
Combinationman, Central Plant, Lincoln. 

Norman Mosier, groundman, Construction, 
Hebron to Lincoln. 

L. A. Scott, lineman, Construction, Hast- 
ings, to combinationman, Fairbury. 

Albert Spaulding, switchman to radioman, 
Central Plant. 

Jerry Swenson, printing machine operator, 
Accounting, to switchman, Lincoln. 

D. W. Weikle, janitor, Lincoln, to frame- 
man, central plant wire chief's office. 


Traffic 


Kay Bassett, operator to service assistant, 
Syracuse. 

June Carman, operator, Beatrice to Crete. 

Evelyn Menke, operator to service assist- 
ant, Beatrice. 

Jennie Stoltenberg, operator to service as- 
sistant, Wahoo. 

Margaret Underwood, operator, Hastings 


to York. 


New Company Consolidates 


The newly incorporated Capitol Tele- 
phone Company of Cortland was com- 
pleting plans, in late September, for the 
purchase of the exchanges at Firth and 
Cortland to add to those of Martel and 
Hickman, previously purchased. The 
new cooperative company proposes to 
provide dial service to approximately 
900 customers in the four exchange 
areas of northern Gage and southern 
Lancaster counties. 

John A. Bonebright, of the State 
Railway Commission staff, said the 
company intends to apply for a $450,000 
REA loan to renovate the properties 
and convert the exchanges to dial oper- 
ation. 
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Blessed Events 


A son, Edward Lee, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Kay Johnson on September 1. Kay is 
employed in Engineering. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey A. Robinson an- 
nounce the birth of Gregory Eugene on Sep- 
tember 16. Harvey is a combinationman at 
Wilber. 

A son, William (Jack) Jr., was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Dalton on September 18. 
Jack is a custodian at the 15th and M 
building. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Catron announce the 
arrival of a girl, Allison Jill, September 24. 
Barb is on leave from Accounting. 

A son, Daniel Alan, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Boyd on September 30. Tom is 
employed in Engineering. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


Nebraska City Area 


by Norma Jean Dettmer and Betty Christensen 


We welcome Carol Meyers and Hattie Mar- 
tin to Nebraska City Traffic. Their instructor 
is Margaret Watkins, service assistant. 
Our sincere wishes go to Darlene Hickey and 
Veltha Poggemeyer for speedy recoveries after 
their accidents. Vacations are still in 
swing. Kathryn Owens spent a week in Colo- 
rado and the other week down in the Ozarks. 
Edna Komma spent her time in Wyoming and 
Ogallala. Gregg Durr, Violet Peterson and 
Gladys Parker have also been on vacation. 
. . . Congratulations go to Raymond Kinnison, 
who is the proud grandfather of twin girls. 
... Joyce Hofker, Syracuse Traffic, went to 
Colorado and also worked at the State Fair 
during her vacation. ... Elmer Neujahr took 
a week of his vacation to visit his father in 
Minnesota. Sophia Windels, chief oper- 
ator, Syracuse, enjoyed her vacation at home. 
. . . Norma Jean Dettmer spent a week of her 
vacation in Minnesota and Canada... . Janice 
Collins attended the Iowa State Fair. ... Our 
best wishes go with Helen Eis and Phyllis 
Ehmke who are taking up full-time house- 
keeping. 


Plattsmouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


Alice Sharpnack spent the last week of her 
vacation visiting in Sioux City, Nebraska City 
and numerous other places. ... Flora Royer 
had a very pleasant trip to Rupert and Black- 
foot, Idaho, visiting her brothers for a week. 
. . . We were sorry to have Pat O’Hare leave 
our midst as she moves to San Francisco. ... 
Larry Long is now attending the University of 
Nebraska and is out for Freshman football. 
.. . Donna Ernst, daughter of Area Manager 
and Mrs. E. A. Ernest, was married September 
22 to Raymond Adkins, Jr. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


Some of the guys and gals are still taking 
vacations—lucky people! Mike Svoboda spent 
one week in Bassett, duck hunting. . . . Lydia 
Jones and husband hooked a vacation trailer 
behind their car and headed north through 
the Black Hills and then on to Canada to fish. 
While there, they chartered a seaplane and 
flew to the Stanley Mission, an Indian village 
on the Churchill River. Going by canoe, they 
spent a day on a beautiful island inhabited 
only by a teacher who spends his summers on 
this island. He takes photographs and does 
oil paintings and drawings. All in all, it was 
quite a trip as can be readily seen... . Beata 
and Martha Merz attended the Passion Play 
in Lincoln recently. Irene Mailand and 
yours truly attended the Ak-Sar-Ben rodeo at 
Omaha. 


Wahoo Area 


by Leona Benal and Mary Beaty 


Mary Ann Sedlacek spent several days in 
the hospital with a virus infection. ... Pris- 
cilla McKlem was taken to the hospital for an 
appendectomy operation. Both girls are fully 
recovered and have returned to work. We're 
glad to have them back. ... Joy Knisley va- 
cationed at home just taking life easy... . Ed 
Piper spent a week of his vacation in the 
sandhills. .. . Mae Meduna, Hazel Hagenbuck 
and Mary Beaty attended the stage show ““My 
Fair Lady” at Omaha. ... The Traffic girls 
had an early morning breakfast at the city 
park, and all agreed it was good for everyone 
to get up early once in a while. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
by Marcelene Behrends 


Several vacations were taken in September. 
The Eggleston family traveled to Minnesota 
for a week of fishing. Doris Peterson enjoyed 
two weeks in California, sightseeing at Long 
Beach and Los Angeles and visiting Disney- 
land. On the way home she visited former 
operator Wilma Bell and husband in Arizona. 
Vivian Kinghorn and family visited at her 
sister’s farm at Stromsburg. Frances Slater 
relaxed at home. Marcus Johnson attended 
the Sidney Rodeo and caught up on his fish- 
ing. ... Attending the Ak-Sar-Ben Rodeo 
were Phyllis Shanks and Betty Lou Oestmann, 
and at the State Fair were June Taylor, Orva 
Jean Gobber and Betty Klassmeyer.... Fen- 
ton Kipling is the proud owner of a new out- 
board motor with an electric starter. He and 
Harry Rogers, along with their families and 
friends, have been making repeated trips up 
and down the Missouri River in their boats. 
On one particular trip, to Rulo and back, it 
proved to be farther than they thought. They 
ran out of gas and started drifting back down 
stream but, thanks to a fisherman who came 
along with some extra gas, they were able to 
make it safely back to Brownville, their 
starting point. ... Helen Silence (former op- 
erator) from New Haven, Connecticut was a 
recent visitor in the office. ... Clyde Burge 
presented George Damon with his 30-year 
service pin. 


Beatrice Area 


by Darlene Remmers and Frank Fisher 


Late summer vacationers included Mable 
Wieting who journeyed to far-off Washington 
State to visit her children. Virginia Coon went 
to McCook and then on to Colorado. Ruth 
Diekmann and husband spent four days 
fishing at Johnson’s Lake and then on to 
Broomfield, Colorado to spend the weekend. 
Alys White visited relatives in Arizona. Doro- 
thy Scheele and spouse spent part of their 
time in the Black Hills and the rest at home. 
Beulah Mason enjoyed army life in the 
rough with her husband in Ohio for three 
weeks. Visiting her mother in Waco was Chief 
Operator, Miss Watson. ... Two coffees were 
held, one honoring June Carman who trans- 
ferred to Crete, and the other was for Wini- 
fred Jackson who has accepted employment 
elsewhere. Irene Thies attended the 
motorcycle races at Dodge City, Kansas with 
her husband on Labor Day. ... Bill Eckles 
has been quite busy since moving to his newly 
purchased home. It seems as though it was 
difficult to see the house for the shrubs.... 
More vacationers included Don Young looking 
for another large catfish; Leland Hodge re- 
laxing at home; and Veronica Siske dividing 
the time between Lincoln and home. 


Crefe Area 


by Loretta MclIlInay 


We still have a few vacationers reporting 
back to work. Ethel Park spent part of her 
vacation in Omaha and Mount Morris, Illinois, 
visiting relatives. Elizabeth Johnson, with her 
daughter and family from California, visited 


Polio Shots Completed | 


Kenneth J. Boshart, of General Commercial, smiles approval at receiving his third charge of polio 
vaccine, along with a comforting word from Dr. L. E. Finney, company physician. Rose Borland and 
Roberta Bang, at right, who are members of the doctor’s staff, assisted in the mass inoculations. 
Nearly all of the 1024 employees who began the polio preventive program received the necessary 
three vaccinations. The third was given in mid-September. 

As secretary of TEMBA, Mr. Boshart has reason to smile as he contemplates the advantages of 
improved employee health, for the TEMBA treasury has been strained of late to retain its firm 
financial footing in the face of a persistent influx of costly claims. 

This year the company plans to provide for two vaccinations for influenza, the usual one for 


ordinary flu and another for the Asiatic variety. 
latter part of October. 
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The inoculations at Lincoln are scheduled for the 
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relatives in Colorado Springs. Lydia McGuire 
and family drove to Fort McClellan, Alabama 
to visit her daughter Betty who is stationed 
there. Betty recently joined the WACS. The 
MecGuires also crossed the Ohio River on a 
ferry, and spent some time at the St. Louis 
zoo. ... Shirley Pavlish, soon to be married, 
was guest of honor at Lone Oak near Lincoln, 
September 17. A group of twelve girls pres- 
ent from Traffic and Commercial gave her a 
gift. ... Betty Steel enjoyed the Ak-Sar-Ben 
Rodeo at Omaha. Stub R-land reports 
that his wife is in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
getting acquainted with a new granddaughter. 
Stub claims he can’t stand his own cooking 
but he has gained ten pounds! 


Fairbury Area 


by Carol E. Hiner 


Among those in attendance at the State Fair 
were Bonnie Harris, Joan Nespor, Ann Snell, 
Lois McCord, Kaylene Kurth, Jeanne Bales 
and Carol Hiner. Chief Operator Viola 
Hutchinson has been doing a little traveling, 
taking in the State Fair, spending a few days 
in Wichita and of course the Sidney Rodeo. 
... Martha Vculek spent a weekend in Colo- 
rado sightseeing and viewing the Royal Gorge. 
. . . Colorado seems to be a popular place for 
vacationers. The Holloways spent a week at 
Estes Park where they had a cabin. Helen De- 
Bord spent her time visiting her son Bob and 
wife in Denver. Beryl Leslie visited relatives 
and friends in Denver, Broomfield and Ft. 
Collins... . Emilie Bleich spent a week of her 
vacation at home when she entertained her 
sister and two nieces from South Dakota. . . 
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Kurth, formerly Kaylene 
Hoffhine, spent their honeymoon in Colorado. 

. . Ear] Schemmerhorn was in Wyoming for 
some deer hunting. . . . We unite in sympathy 
for Irene James, whose husband, Paul, passed 
away September 12. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


On September 10, Geneva Area employees 
Bave a farewell party for C. J. Crew. Plans 
were made for a picnic supper but the weath- 
erman failed to cooperate and a covered dish 
supper was enioyed in the basement of the 
telephone building. Mr. Crew was presented 
a piece of Samsonite luggage... . Vacationers 
last month were Barbara Nittler and Erma 
Dixon of Traffic. 


Hastings Area 
by Marilyn Shacklett 


Barbara McCord has returned from a vaca- 
fion trip to Chicago. Ann Kohen traveled in 
the opposite direction to Colorado. Also re- 
turning from vacation was Ruth Compton, 
who spent her time at home. ... One after- 
noon Dianne Witt attended a double feature at 
the theatre. The first picture was fine and 
kept her right on the edge of her seat. But, 
alas, the second, ‘‘This May Be The Night,” 
was her undoing. She remembers the title 
and cast, but beyond that—nothing. When she 
awakened, she was already an hour late for 
work. If all the others in the theatre had fol- 
lowed her exit, nothing short of panic would 
have been the outcome... . Margaret Under- 
wood transferred to York Traffic where she 
worked before coming to Hastings. . . . West- 
ern district managers and their wives attended 
a dinner party at the Sportsman Club in Has- 
tings honoring Mr. and Mrs. Charles Crew. A 
gift of Samsonite luggage was given Mr. Crew, 
and a pleasant evening was enjoyed by all. 


Hebron Area 
by Ramona J. Kenning 


During September the Hebron office had 
several visitors, including W. D. Quinn and 
L. C. Jenkins from Lincoln and John Spady 
and Francis Darnold from Hastings. ... Va- 
cationers returning to work are Eva Stutz 
Traffic, who spent some time in the Ozarks: 
Faye Richardson, also of Traffic, who spent 
part of her vacation in Lincoln where her 
husband is now working. Ramona Kenning 
Commercial, and husband spent a week in 
Estes Park, Yellowstone Park, and visited 
with relatives in Wyoming. ... We welcome 
Helen Trent, formerly of the Wymore office 
who is now in Traffic. 7 


Stromsburg Area 
by Betty Beebe 


On September 18 the Stromsbur E - 
ployees attended a sales meeting - Bil 
Quinn of Lincoln. . . . Mildred Wait took over 
the cashier duties of Edith Mattson and Betty 
Beebe during their vacations. Edith spent the 
remainder of her vacation time at home 
Betty and family enjoyed a week in the Black 
Hills. .. . Albert Andres, Plant, spent a week 
in Minnesota, where he got in some fishing. 


Superior Avea 

by Carol Cross 
Many employees are traveling in various 
directions for vacation trips. Manager Frank 
Kubat and Mrs. Kubat headed for eastern 
states with Washington, D.C. on their agenda. 
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Clara Mae Chambers, Traffic, accompanied by 
her mother and aunt, drove to Arkansas for 
a vacation in the Ozarks. Josephine Tieskoet- 
ter, Traffic, with her family, toured the Black 
Hills and then on to Oklahoma. She reports 
they saw many places of interest and beauti- 
ful scenery. ...R. A. Cruickshank, Superior 
Plant, enjoyed a vacation at home. ... Bert 
Kline, retired combinationman, who is now 
living at Bull Shoals, Arkansas, reports he is 
enjoying his retirement and spends a great 
deal of time boating and fishing. He also tells 
that he has had quail in flocks of 75 to 100 
in his back yard and that 25 to 30 are always 
there. ... Several of our folks attended the 
State Fair in Lincoln, including Mr. and Mrs. 
Kubat and Jolene Allington and husband.... 
DeVee and Don Smalley are busy remodeling 
the home they recently purchased. ... The 
Labor Day weekend found some of our em- 
ployees traveling to South Dakota. Among 
them, Bob Culver and family and Carol Cross 
and family. The traffic department re- 
cently lost three of its personnel: Mary 
Ahrens who resigned to make her home in 
California, Twilla Jensen who joined her hus- 
band in Fairbury where he is attending school, 
and Laura Biltoft who moved to Oregon. 


Sutton Area 


by Catherine Cassell 


Our area is settling back to normal routine 
after vacations. . 


.. W. D. Quinn, sales super- 


Williams Goes Berserk 


“Smick” Williams, of Stromsburg, had another 
het bowling night on October 1, and when Mr. 
Williams’ cannonball begins darting into the one- 
three pocket the record book usually takes a 
beating. When the session was over, Smick had 
posted a series of 651 and a high game of 245; 
both of which are currently high for the still- 
young bowling season. 

Folks around Lincoln whisper his name with 
deep respect for Smick has invaded the capital 
city several times for the all-company tourna- 
ment and often as not walks away with a burden 
of prizes. Back in the spring of ‘54 he entered 
a four-state tournament with a starting field of 
7369 hopeful keglers and emerged as co-cham- 
pion in the scratch and handicap doubles events. 
His final series of 614 clinching the trophy. 

The present high game among Lincoln league 
bowlers is that of Roy Mills with 234. Roy also 
rolled the high series of 598. 


visor from Lincoln, was a recent visitor in the 
Sutton office. ... Mr. and Mrs. Jack Manka- 
myer and daughter Kay spent part of their 
vacation in Denver with Jack, Jr. Kay entered 
Greeley State College as a junior. ... Lyle 
Piper and gang have been working in the 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 

Vacations are the news this month. From 
Traffic, Edna Pflughaupt, Hattie Marquardt, 
Ada Shipp and Barbara Walsh all enjoyed 
vacations. Barbara spent part of her time 
visiting in Sioux City. From Plant comes news 
that Boyd Imler has returned from vacation 
in happy spirits. His trip found him traveling 
west and then south through the Ozarks. The 
Imlers met Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Piper at Mis- 
soula, Montana, and spent the weekend with 
them. John Eckles is another plant employee 
who chose the Ozarks as a vacation spot. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 

Of Mice and Marge: a shrill scream split the 
soft evening air. ‘‘There he goes; get him! Get 
him!” The high soprano voice belonged to 
Marge Armstrong whose normal tone, though 
not quite bass, is generally somewhat lower. 
“All right, don’t get excited honey, I'll kill 
him.” The obliging voice belonged to the new 
husband. It was calm, should one say docile, 
after two months of marriage. ‘‘There he goes; 
he’s behind the records! He’s under the table! 
He’s behind the sofa!’’ It was the high voice. 
The owner picked up new husband’s heavy 
boot and brandished it threateningly. New 
husband backed away, not quite sure of the 
boot’s destination. New wife reassured him 
with a shaky brave smile. Mighty mouse took 
the moment to run for cover. ‘‘Where'd he go? 
Where is he?” Brave new wife’s smile was 
gone. So was the mouse. “I’m going to look 
in the closet,’’ she whispered, tiptoeing quiet- 
ly toward the door with her weapon. She 
poked a cautious head inside the door and 
shuffled some shoe boxes. Docile husband 
picked up a book of matches and slid it quiet- 
along the floor toward the back of his en- 
grossed wife. It slithered along obligingly 
mouse-like, and another shrill scream broke 
the silence. One new wife jumped on one 
convenient chair. The heavy boot waved 
Wildly and uselessly above her head. One 
new, not so docile husband said between 
long loud laughter, ‘Just wanted to see if you 
would use that boot.’’ One petrified mouse 
quietly waited for the excitement to die down 
before making an escape which only managed 
to prolong his ill-fated life a few more hours. 
Although Marge doesn’t want her apartment 
to appear mousy and is ready to deny the 
Whole story, it’s all true, scream for scream. 

.. Fromoter of the golf tournament at Wa- 


Tending their positions at the New Beatrice 
information desk are Anna Menninga (front) and 
Ruth Corter. The ladies are “growing” on their 
13th and 10th years, respectively, in their service 
to Beatrice subscribers. 
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Sorry You Missed the Party 


ae 


When this group of accounting department girls bent their efforts to any project it was an as- 
sured success. So when a “kid party’’ was suggested they went all-out in turning back the years. 
That’s what we are doing now, for the party took place more than 20 years ago. Those identified in 
bold face type are still with the department or are retired. 

First row, from left: Anna Grace Cook, Mildred Nelson, Elinore Casari, Elizabeth Bradshaw, Crystol 
Anderson, Alvina Hardung, Betty Jane Earhart, Marie Vidlock, Jean Koontz. 

Second row: Emma Lou Vorhees, Elaine Banks, LaVone Freeburg, Grace Hauschild, Ilva Winifred 
Hendriks, Clara Jones, Virginia Barnard, Alvina Miller. 

Third row: Ruth Brown, Laura Sires, Helen Pickard, Teresa Casari, Marguerite Holbrook, Frances 


Virgil, Rose Butterbaugh, Gladys Deahn. 


hoo, Dewey Nelsen wound up with one of his 
prizes, a new sport shirt. He’s been giving 
explanations for his and Jim Cruickshank’s 
winning of Low Medal and Low Handicap in 
answer to many interested inquiries. ... A 
week’s vacation was spent in Colorado by 
Ralph Retzlaff, who rented a camera and pur- 
chased two rolls of colored film. He took all 
his shots before discovering the camera had 
been set for bulb shots and all of his pictures 
had been over-exposed. . Irene Stolz did 
some Labor Day visiting in Rochester, Minne- 
sota. ... Betty Tribble announces the addi- 
tion of a two-and-one-half-month-old Chihua- 
hua pup to her family. ... Lighting up the 
basement printing service department is the 
new diamond being worn by Mary Zehr. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 
Sally Grabowski and Carol Carlson, 


Associate Editors 


There are still a few vacationers on the 
go, but soon they will all be over. As Norma 
Somerheiser said, when asked if she had any- 
thing to contribute to the News: “I don’t go 
out any more since cold weather is about to 
set in.”’ Unless our luck holds out and this 
lovely Indian Summer weather continues, it 
soon will be snowing and blowing and, like 
Norma, we'll all be content to sit home by 
the fireside. But until then, let’s sit back, re- 
lax and talk about some of the vacations. 
‘ Rose Carlson went to Colorado and 
brought back some beautiful slides. She saw a 
lot of lovely country and had a marvelous 
trip. . . . Wanda Carman stayed home and 
got her sister married off. . . . Edna Rosane 
took the train to California. She stayed with 
her daughter and visited mostly, only doing 
a little bit of sightseeing. Marilyn 
Burchess took a trip to Denver and had a 
swell time. Nina Anderson went shop- 
ping in Emporia and Kansas City, Kansas. 
. Guess Helen Pickard couldn't decide 
which earrings to wear to work, because she 
ended up with one blue one and one white 
one. She must be working too hard. 
Darlene Hagel-Pitt takes the prize for being 
the busiest girl this month. She attended the 
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Ak-Sar-Ben Rodeo, a family reunion to cele- 
celebrate her grandparents’ 50th wedding anni- 
versary and went dancing to Ray Anthony’s 
music. Our horseman, Bob Ross, ap- 
peared in a charity horse show October 5 
and 6. . Two new and yet not new gals 
joined our happy group. DeLoris Beltz trans- 
ferred to “our house’ from Printing, and 
shortly after, Ruth Leuschner came back to 
work after a two-year absence. Glad to have 
them both aboard. Janice Post trans- 
ferred from Rose Carlson’s to Clara Jones’ 
department. . . Betty Biggs leaned over a 
perfectly innocent looking water fountain to 
fill up on cool, clear water. But alas, the 
fountain turned into a culprit and all but 
blew up in her face. She wiped dry, while 
Darlene Hagel-Pitt sat back and told us all 
in a bragging voice that she could fix that 
spurting fountain and it wouldn't be neces- 
sary to call the janitor. She held a rag over 
the mouth of the fountain and let all the air 
escape, explaining all the while that air in 
the pipes had to be expelled before the 
water would run freely. Soon she removed 
the rag, stepped back and smiled. “Now 
get a drink,” said Betty, still wiping her 
face. “O.K.”’ Darlene answered. Leaning over 
the fountain, she took a long drink. Too 
long, as the fountain burbed again and 
Darlene got drenched. Deciding that was 
the end of her fix-it days, she also sat down. 
Before the day was over, Sally Grabowski, 
Joan Thomsen, and Alise Zalaikalns got 
their faces washed. The moral of this story 
is, approach the fountain in Eunice Bailey’s 
department with care, talk gently to it a few 
minutes, then drink fast and run. It erupts 
frequently. Speaking of running, that 
gust of wind at 5:00 p. m. on Fridays is only 
the bowling team, rushing out. They are 
Norma Somerheiser, Sally Grabowski, Ann 
Avery, Pearl Lawson, Joan Thomsen and 
Mickey Ward... . That’s all, folks. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Recent visitors to our office were Thelma 
Mahlman and son Dale; Nancy Connealy and 
daughter Tracy Ann: Joyce Brown Theobald 
and Shirley Rocke. ... Our annual steak fry 
was held at Bob Ross’s country home Septem- 
ber 26 and a good time was had by all. The 
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LT&I Shares in Union Exhibit 


The state organization of the AFL-CIO played 
host to some 45 companies whose employees were 
represented by the Unions, by displaying their 
several services and products in a spacious booth 
at the Nebraska State Fair. 


LT&T was included among the participating 
companies, the invitation being extended by 
Elvin O. Wait, president of Local 7470, CWA. 
Our section of the booth featured a demonstra- 
tion unit for dialing of local calls and a panel 
advertising colored telephones. 


The project was an outgrowth of a desire by 
the newly affiliated Unions to bring to the pub- 
lic’s attention the goods and services of the firms 
they represent. About 75 companies were con- 
tacted, but many, because of their generalized 
fields, were unable to participate in displaying 
their wares. The space was provided without cost 
to the participating companies. 

AFL-CIO officials were well pleased at the at- 


tendance and the interest shown in the display 
by State Fair visitors. 


steak, salad, baked potatoes, rolls and coffee 
really hit the spot, as the night was chilly. 
Many thanks to the committee: Mary Pohlenz, 
Judy Gilmore, Esther Baker, Jerry Salber and 
Linda Sipes. We’ll miss Merl Sherman 
who becomes office manager at Hastings... . 
W. J. McDowell really had trouble. He took 
his car to a garage to be fixed and they were 
really quite nice—gave him another car to 
drive meanwhile. But that one didn’t run 
either—so he walked. . Alex Geist is the 
proud owner of a new two-tone Star Chief 
Pontiac. ... When this is read ‘‘yours truly” 
will be enjoying the sights of beautiful Colo- 
rado. Expect there are some who wish they 
could say the same. . Congratulations to 
Judy Gilmore who has been in the clouds 
lately. She has a new diamond... . We hate 
to say goodbye to Elaine Guilkey who leaves 
for Hastings where her husband is employed 
by LT&T. At least she will still be one of us. 
Before leaving she was entertained at a 
chicken dinner at Lee’s by many of her Com- 
mercial friends. Sincere condolences to 
Lyle Reighard whose son, Stephen passed 
away September 13. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Vacations are still in full swing and a few 
we have reports on are: Howard Smith and 
wife took another week and went deer hunt- 
ing at Halsey Forest where they had no luck 
hunting but did enjoy traveling in the truck 
which is equipped with bunks and facilities 
for cooking. Warren Shuck and wife had a 
very nice three weeks trip through Idaho, 
Oregon, Washington. They took a boat to 
Vancouver and Victoria Islands. John Drake 


and wife spent two weeks sight-seeing 
through Iowa, the Ozarks and Missouri. 
Francis Asper is another one who went to 
the Ozarks. Charles Ritchey did some fishing 
in Canada. Dick Bauer and family vacationed 
in Colorado. ... We are always glad to have 
visitors drop in to see us. Last month were 
J. A. McKinzie, Roy Cleveland and Mr. and 
Mrs. Ed Dulin, and other former employees 
looking up old friends and to go through our 
new building were Charles Ford and his son. 
Charles is now with General Telephone in 
Columbia, Missouri. .. . Clarence Brown and 
Clel Johnson left our Switchroom in 1922 to 
work for the Bell company in Los Angeles. 
Both are now on pension and traveling around 
the country in their new station wagons and 
trailers, taking it easy. 


Custodial 


by Paul Radebaugh 


Keith Rutherford spent his vacation travel- 
ing to California. He stopped at Las Vegas 
on the way and visited the gambling houses, 
but said he didn’t lose anything. He spent 
some time at Knotts Berry Farm and the AlI- 
ligator Farm and reports a very enjoyable 
trip. ... Fred Bredow and wife vacationed 
at Lake Winnipeg, Canada. Fred said the 
Scenery was beautiful and that they enjoyed 
the boat ride on the lake. ... Bill Schuman 
has a very happy grandson, Jim, 11 years old, 
who is the proud owner of a genuine midget 
racing car purchased by his dad while they 
were visiting in California. Bill says he can 
drive it too and will probably enter it in a 
contest in the near future. This is not unusual 
for Jim, as his father is a stock car racing 
owner and fan. 


Toll Equipment 


by JoAnn Gloor 


Donald Hessler and wife took a week’s 
vacation and went to Brainard and Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota. .. . Clyde Higgins went to 
Minnesota fishing wtih a group of fellas, but 
got froze out and came home after staying 


one night. He spent the rest of it at home 
loafing. 


In Appreciation 


Words cannot express my full appreciation for 
the many cards, the flowers and other tokens of 
sympathy | received from telephone folk follow- 
ing the sudden passing of my mother on Septem- 
ber 13. | am deeply grateful. 


Paul G. Radebaugh 


Service Operators 


by Louise Roth 


Phyllis Gates and family attended a Gates 
family reunion at Chadron August 17. and the 
remainder of their vacation at Estes, Colo- 
rado. ... Margaret Shavlik and husband My- 
ron also spent a week in Colorado, dividing 
their time between Denver and Greeley. ... 
Yours truly and family spent the month of 
August in Colorado, the first three weeks 
near Estes and the last week at Colorado 
Springs. . . . Spending vacations at home were 
Ruth Reinke and Belle Howery. .. . Margaret 
Shavlik has always been good natured about 
being taken for a teen-ager and being dubbed 
“half-pint,”’ “shortie” ete., but when a gentle- 
man at the fair handed her a balloon that was 
too much. ... The Service Operators met at 
Lee’s for dinner on Friday, September 20.... 
After much shopping for a fall dress Thelma 
Wisen finally narrowed it down to two. To 
help make the final choice she asked Louise 
Roth to go along. Still uncertain, she decided 
to take one home on approval. Passing the 
jewelry counter she spotted a necklace she 
thought would give the dress that extra 
touch. To be sure she opened the box to 
try the necklace with the dress. Not being 
sure she would keep the dress, she didn’t want 
to decide on the jewelry. After leaving the 
store Louise remarked the coat Thelma was 
wearing would blend with the dress. Thelma 
opened the box to compare the colors and 
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there was the beautiful gold necklace. Thelma 
dashed back to the store just as the clerk 
was reporting the loss to the floorwalker. 
Thelma has decided to keep the dress and 
has to have the necklace. What she wants to 
know is, if she goes back and buys it, will 
it prove she is honest or that she is going to 
have it one way or another? 


Wire Chief's Section—14 & M 


by Gloria Ahl 


Roy Mills spent a week of his vacation re- 
modeling his basement into a recreation room. 
.. . Homer Olsen took a week’s vacation in 
August and did real well at the horse races. 
... Darlene Griffin, husband and new ’57 
Plymouth traveled to California for a two- 
week vacation in September. They visited 
Knotts Berry Farm, Disneyland, the beaches 
and rode on the freeways. They also took in 
some night clubs and TV shows in Hollywood. 
.. . Ralph Connors took the first two weeks 
in September and went fishing and worked 
at the State Fair. ... Bob Green spent three 
weeks vacation in northern Minnesota fishing 
and had pretty good luck. Les Pierce 
traveled to South Dakota and visited the Ne- 
maha Park. ... Verald Spears spent his two- 
week vacation at home, painting. ... Dean 
Jones spent a week’s vacation in August in 
South Dakota. Other vacationers this 
month were: Magdalen Heser, Jacob Albrandt, 
Bob Chamberlain, and Jess May. 


Wire Chief's Section—21 & L 


by Byron Pattison 


More vacations to report—Leland Ward 
went to the Ozarks. Merle Lohmeier spent 
most of his vacation by staying home. Ray- 
mond Slote spent his vacation by staying 
home with his daughter who had the mumps. 
Knud Arngren went to California and reports 
a very enjoyable three weeks. 


r ® 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


“You really have to know deer,’ began 
Jerry Schleiger, swelling slightly with justi- 
fiable pride when asked about his recent tri- 
umph. ‘I was froze—dumfounded, when this 
deer came up on me from the wrong direc- 
tion.’’ ‘It must have been a low I.Q. deer,” 
suggested the editor. “I had turned my head,” 
went on Jerry, “and I now had the problem of 
turning the rest of my body without spooking 
(hunter’s parlance for frightening away) the 
deer. My neck was already in a bind.’ Here 
Jerry demonstrated how he came about, inch 
by inch. His motions roughly remindful of a 
wooden soldier with a bad case of arthritis. 
“T leaned against a tree,’ continued Jerry. 
“The branches shook. I had buck fever.” 
(This, Webster says, is excitement at the 


Tyler Ryan, at his desk in General Commercial. 
The answers to some of his problems are in the 
book, but our commercial engineer has many 
others during the course of a normal day that 
require decisions based on his long and varied 
telephone career. 


Sight of game which often unnerves a novice 
hunter.) ‘‘But you can’t do this momentous 
occurrence justice,’ insisted Jerry. The as- 
sociate editor agrees, so the account proceeds 
in Jerry’s own words. “Slowly, step by step, 
the deer munched his way toward me through 
the meadow and started across a bridge; head 
erect, nostrils a-quiver, every sense alert, a 
magnificent two point—no a four point buck. 
The suspense was terrific. Even the forest 
seemed to sense the approaching climax. A 
moment to test the nerve, the sinew, the skill 
—most of all the judgment of the hunter. I 
slowly raised my bow as I waited for a 
frontal shot. I thought he would never spook. 
At this moment he had reached the end of 
the bridge, his head behind a tree, his body 
partly revealed between the branches. I could 
hesitate no longer. Choosing a spinal shot, I 
let fly. The arrow went clean through the 
body—a little high, but the spurting blood 
proved it was a mortal wound.” Jack Swig- 
ert, Jerry’s hunting companion, says Jerry 
carried the 150-pound buck a quarter of a 
mile. Later the two of them could hardly lift 
it into the car. “It was really momentous,” 
said Jack. ‘‘There were lots of deer shot up 
there (northwest Nebraska) but this was the 
first with bow and arrow. Everyone in town 
turned out except the Mayor. He was down 
at Hogan’s.”’ Deer Jerry states that there will 
be no general distribution of venison but 
everyone is welcome to come out and view 
the head which he plans to mount. “It will 
make aé real trophy,’ glows Jerry. One 
wonders whether he will cut holes in the ceil- 
ing for the antlers or hang it low so one can 
look it in the eye. No joking, we are proud 
of Jerry. The charming Misses Sharon 
Deveny, Joanne Schweiger, Sally Gibson and 
Mrs. Loris Pohlenz, newest members of our 
stenographic staff, now know what it takes to 
make the News. Charley Connors, our 
engineer with the debilitated digit, is back in 
shape. His bowling game is up to par and a 
pair of socks won in a golf tournament proves 
he can swing a mean stick. He even insists 
he should have won the trophy that was taken 
home by Paul Henson, but we'll let him argue 
that with the chief engineer. ... Tom Boyd, 
our most recent father, wants it pointed out 
that he is not just another parent, but the 
father of a boy. The rest of the building di- 
vision bunch have only girls—eight of them. 
. . . Buck Isaman also hit the news when he 
M.C’d. the Mason’s Telephone Night... . Har- 
lan Cane, not to be outdone, has secretly con- 
fided that on his planned trip to the Ozarks 
he is going to get a crew cut. Brick 
Smith and Glen McCown report that times 
ain’t what they used to be. At a meeting to 
inspect a pole line near Lincoln the party 
from the other company landed nearby in one 
of those new-fangled aeroplanes. ... Mrs. 
Schleufer reports that she isn’t from Toronto, 
as stated last month, but from St. John’s 
Island and if you’ll look on a map you'll find 
they just ain’t the same place. ... Dick 
Wakeman reports that they are expecting 
another family of pups. “At least they are 
paid for,’ says Dick. 


Lincoln Traffic 


by Kathleen Carey 


We are happy to welcome Louise Schmidt 
and Mary Emerson back to work after their 
long illnesses. ... May Turney was honoree 
at a stork shower given for her on September 
21... . Dorothy Keller reports a lovely week- 
end in Colorado when the aspens were at their 
golden best. ... Dealva Wheeler and family 
enjoyed a week in the Black Hills. . . . Hazel 
Neman says that she loafed and fished her 
vacation away. ... Miriam Carter has taken 
an extended tour of the New England States; 
into Canada and Washington, D. C. .. 
Theresa Peters had a fine time in the Ozarks, 
also a fishing trip in the Nebraska Sandhills. 

.. Eleanor Buettgenback is back after a 
bout with pneumonia. Georgia Smith 


journeyed to Dubuque, Iowa to visit her sis- 


ter. On arriving at the hotel the chambermaid 


advised her in whispered tones not to eat at 
the hotel because it was too expensive. ..An 
intercepting operator reports that a small boy 
was dialing 4436 one day and when advised 
that he must dial five digits he said, ‘‘The 
number in the book says 4-4333 but three and 
three make six, don’t they?’? Many green 
thumbs are sprouting in our department since 
so many have donated cuttings of their choic- 
est summer plants. ... June Hudson reports 
a green thumb and a few other colors, too, 
since she tried to leave her thumb in the door 
of the taxicab one night. 


General Traffic 


Joyann Worster, Associate Editor 


Recently returning from her vacation was 
Merlie Markuson, who spent part of her time 
in Denver and the rest in Oregon. Jackie 
Schizas and husband spent a glorious two 
weeks in Texas (getting there by driving their 
new 1957 Ford). Traveling through various 
places, Mary Bornemeier discovered that 
Canada was the most exciting. Dick Hobson 
took part of his vacation to work on his 
house, 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


The Charles Sharp family visited at Bis- 
mark, North Dakota, returning through the 
Black Hills where they saw the Passion Play 
at Spearfish. Then at Denver they visited a 
former Fairbury LT&T employee, A. R. Sluss. 
... Florence McKie and sister entertained 
their brother and family from Mason City, 
Iowa the weekend of September 15... . Lucy 
Lyle returned home September 9 after a 
summer’s visit in Denver. The Retired 
Employees’ Club on September 20 appointed 
Charles Peachman as secretary. Ethel Pres- 
cott took over the operation of the picture 
machine. ..., Pearl Shreve returned from a 
three-week trip which took her to Pittsburgh, 
Washington D.C., Jamestown, Va., the beauti- 
ful Shenandoah Valley, New York, Montreal, 
Toronto, Niagara Falls, Detroit and Chicago. 
She arrived home September 27, having taken 
tours through all these cities. 


Supply 


by Sylvia A. Hoaglin 


Estes Park, Colorado is the favorite vacation 
site for Milton Royce. This year was the 16th 
consecutive year Milton spent his vacation 
enjoying the beauty of the Estes Park Region 
and the Rocky Mountains... . Russell Rauch 
motored to Alameda, California to vacation 
with his son Bob who is in the Navy. Bob's 
ship was in dry dock at the time, so the 
Rauch family enjoyed many sight-seeing trips 
to San Francisco, Santa Maria, Los Angeles 
and all along the California Coast. While en- 
joying his vacation Russell thought about the 
boys working so hard in the Warehouse, So 
he mailed them a “tub” of Scandinavian 
cookies. The warehousemen sure enjoyed the 
cookies. Wes Haas was determined to 
catch his limit of fish before winter arrived. 
He decided to spend some of his vacation 
fishing at Niobrara and much to his surprise 
he caught the limit... . Barney Barnett spent 
his vacation visiting relatives in Colorado and 
Kansas. ... Shirley Folsom enjoyed a short 
trip visiting relatives in Kansas and then “re- 
laxed” at home with her son, Stevie... . John 
Dittenber took on the role of ‘“Jack-of-all- 
Trades’. Remodeling his home is a strenuous 
hobby but John enjoys the hard labor... . Of 
much envy to all was Bill Rosenthal’s deer 
hunting trip in the vicinity of Crawford... . 
We're at the inventory job again. No doubt 
many of you will be hearing from us! 
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e Youngsters’ of Page 8 


Clyde Burge, district manager, Bea- 
trice. He has a 42-year service record 
and was a Navy man in World War lI. 


Lillian Bader, chief operator, Nebraska 
City. Miss Bader has more than 40 
years experience with cords and plugs; 
all at the Otoe county metropolis. 


James L. Baxter, Lincoln Plant. The 
‘boyhood’ picture was taken back in 
the ‘twenties when he was manager 
at Edgar. 


Myrtle Henline, directory compilation, 
Lincoln. She began her career in ‘25 
as part-time operator at College View. 


E. S. (Ned) Fisher, Lincoln Plant, re- 
tired. Our senior employee. He began 
with the Lincoln Bell in 1891. 


Margaret Francis, treasury department. 
Margaret came to LT&T straight from 
high school in 1927. 

George E. Walroth, General Commer- 
cial. He is directory and methods su- 
pervisor and joined the company in 
1927. 

Grace WHauschild, Accounting. She is 
guardian of employee service records 
and vital statistics. 

Helen Pickard, Accounting. Helen is 
supervisor of toll ticket detailing and 
sorting. 

E. L. Dorland, area manager, Wahoo. 
37 years service; most of them as man- 
ager at Table Rock, Geneva, Wahoo. 
Margaret Bethscheider, Hebron Traf- 
fic, retired. 41 years at the Hebron 
board, 38 of them as chief operator. 
John Backstrom, Accounting. John is 
voucher supervisor, and has a 32-year 
year service record. 

Jess T. May, Lincoln Plant. Jess was 
Humboldt manager in the ‘thirties. He 
started at Steele City in 1920. 

Bertha Sharp, Beatrice Traffic, retired. 
Once chief operator at Fairbury, Crab 
Orchard and Beatrice. She began in 
1908. 


Redskins, our hero brought the Wells-Fargo stage 
safely into Missoula, Montana. He looks for all 
the world like Bovd Imler, York wire chief. In 


fact, 


it is Boyd, on vacation to the wild west. 


UNCOLN TELEPHONE NEWS TP HTS [By XC 


'M SURE GLAD 
THIS 15 SUNDAY 


Buck Isaman arose one morning, 
closed the window and returned 
to his interrupted slumber. 
With great effort, the other 
family members finally aroused 
him, got him out of bed and 
off to work, with Buck still 
protesting that it was Sunday. 
That would have made it one of 
the shortest weeks on record, 
for it was only Tuesday. 


The young lady who usually 
prepares the coffee for the 
snack bar at Beatrice was 
i111 for a day and Clyde 
Burge, district manager, 
undertook to substitute for 
her. His first batch almost 
broke the coffee habit for 
most employees. It was so 
strong it would hardly pour 
and it may have been only a 
coincidence that the bottom 
dropped out of one of the 
“cups as it was being filled. 
The victims, however, think 
the black brew ate its way 
right through it. 
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a Fie Nave, Fairbury wire chief, is a motor- 
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I'D LIKE SOMETHING QUITE 
INEXPENSIVE .1TS JUST 
FOR MY WIFE, 


cycle enthusiast and has a Dowerful new 

machine, toaded with accessories and gad-— 
gets. He recently told Viola Hutchinson, 
the chief operator, that he wanted to buy 
one for his wife and added, "but it won't be 
nearly as expensive as mine." Whereupon the 
chief berated him soundly for heing so tight. 
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Gene Knipple, Construction, kept smelling 
smoke as he drove home from the bowling 
alley one night but it was not until he 
had parked the car and entered his house 
that the source of the conflagration was 
discovered. His wife pointed out that 
the front of his shirt was afire. 


WHAT'S EVERYBODY 50 
EXCITED ABOUT ? 


JUST A MINUTE 
LADY, WERE 
BRINGING IT BACK | 


THAT'S WHAT WE 
LIKE ~— GOOD, 
SANITARY REPORTS 


D 


Bruce Sievers, assistant general auditor, 
came upon a tattered, water-logged report 
from Myrtle M. Smith, chief operator at 
Waco, which bore the explanation - "This 
went through the wash." Fruce thought 
there might be some merit to sterilized 
reports, what with the Asian Flu scare 
being in the headlines. 


HELP- POLICE ! 
WEVE BEEN 
ROBBED ! 


Thelma Wisen and Louise Roth narrowly 
missed being booked on sericus charges 
when they innocently walked off with a 
gold necklace from a Lincoln store, 
An account of the episode may be found 
on page 1& in Mrs. Reth's celum.. 
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Russell M. White, of Lincoln Plant, had just found and repaired a fault on 
the civil defense circuit when he dropped a screw on some terminals helow, 
eee shorting out the bank burglary alarm circuit. Rells clanged, sirens screamed 
‘ =} and lights appeared all over the police switchboard. Cops were dashing off 
in all directions before Russ could bring things and people under control. 
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Born 


September 14, 1894 


ee 
Died 


November 14, 195? 


George Parker Barney 


Quietly and mercifully, death came to 
our general plant superintendent as he 
slept in the early hours of November 14. 
There were few times during the suffer- 
ing of his last weeks that sleep would 
come upon him except for brief and fit- 
ful moments. 


The malady that progressed so rapid- 
ly and inexorably toward the tragic 
climax first became known in mid-sum- 
mer, though it may have been that Mr. 
Barney had earlier warning of its ap- 
proach. He was not one to make ado of 
transient ills and pains. Mr. and Mrs. 
Barney had planned a vacation trip to 
Minnesota last July and he left the 
office with the intention of heading 
northward in a new station wagon 
bought for that purpose. Not until 
nearly two weeks later was it learned at 
the office that the vacation trip had 
been postponed and Mr. Barney had 
spent the time ill at home. The trip was 
finally made in August and it was while 
in Minnesota that his health deterio- 
rated to a point of grave concern. The 
return trip to Lincoln was made with 
great difficulty. Since that time his 
condition had worsened almost day by 
day. His death came as a shock to most 
employees, for not many knew of the 
gravity of his illness. 


But the blow of his passing is lessened 
when we reflect on the contributions 


that a man such as George Barney 
makes to an organization during the 
course of his career. We, of LT€T, 
should feel proud that he chose to be 
one among us. The prestige he brought 
to his various responsible positions will 
remain as an essential part of our com- 
pany’s character for unnumbered years 
that are yet to come. 

Perhaps the most noticeable of his 
attributes was a constant gentleness—a 
friendly approach to all subjects—with 
a ready joke or hint of laughter lurking 
in his conversations. It was not so well 
known that he was a man of strong and 
abiding faith; deeply religious and 
staunch in thought and action. 

He drew respect from people, espe- 
cially from those of his own department. 
Though he disposed of the problems of 
office in a friendly manner, he was 
nevertheless firm in his convictions and 
swift in rendering decisions. 

There is scarcely a job in the plant 
department that George, at some time 
or other, had not filled. He came to 
LTG@T in March 1916 as a groundman, 
and often remarked that he nearly gave 
up the telephone business on his first 
assignment—that of digging a hole in 
the hard-packed earth under an elm 
tree. A kindly foreman gave him some 
help and advice at that time which 


made a great impression on young 
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George. He soon joined the storeroom 
forces as a helper and stayed to become 
receiving clerk, shopman and local 
storekeeper. He turned combination 
man in 1919 and testboardman in 1922. 
Later he entered the switchroom and 
was named office foreman at University 
Place in 1925. 

He came to the newly-built ware- 
house as assistant general storekeeper 
in 1927 and to General Plant as chief 
clerk in 1939. In 1941 he was appointed 
assistant to the general plant superin- 
tendent and in May 1945 he succeeded 
J. A. McKinzie as head of that depart- 
ment. One of his most treasured pos 
sessions was presented to him at the 
time he left the warehouse to become 
chief clerk in 1939. It was the “best 
wishes” album containing pictures and 
signatures of each member of the gen- 
eral shop and storeroom forces. 

Mr. Barney was chairman of the 
USITA sub-committee on pole lines, 
conduit and wire plant and was a 
charter member of the Frank H. Woods 
pioneer chapter. He was a member of 
the Lincoln chamber of commerce, Ma- 
sonic lodge and Westminster Presby- 
terian Church. 

Immediate survivors include his wife, 
Nettie; son, Chauncey; daughter, Betty 
Belle Morey; and three grandchildren, 
all of whom reside in Lincoln. 


Sales-minded folk at Superior helped their cause along by devising a float 
for the Nuckolls County 85th Anniversary parade held at Nelson in October. 
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Charles Kermoade, while still at Western, took advantage of the Old 


Settlers Picnic to spread a bit of truthful propaganda about colored sets and 
extensions. 


Sales Credits Climb in October 


Our folks put in a busy month during October and their 
efforts were directly reflected in a fine volume of new 
business credited to employee sales. All told, 88 employees 
took part in the October surge which accounted for sales 
of 36 residence telephones, 64 extensions, 69 colored sets and 
129 other items and services. It was one of our better 
months. 

It is gratifying to see sO many new names appearing 
among those of our “regular” star salesmen. The spirit of 
selling seems to be contagious and we hope this particular 
epidemic will sweep the territory during the remaining 
weeks of 1957. It has to, if we are to equal the good record 
of last year. The goal is still in sight and is attainable. 

High in individual merchandising for the month were 


Jim Bauer of Superior and Carl Franzen of Pawnee City, 
each with 21 sales credits. Others with five or more credits 
include: Raymond Bruning, Pawnee City, 17; R. A. Francis, 
Hebron, 15; J. E. Turner, Friend, 13; Betty Christensen, 
Nebraska City, 12; Gerald Caley, Fairbury, 11; George 
Placek, Nebraska City, 10; D. S. Weber, Tecumseh, 8; J. D. 
Brockmeyer, Hebron, 7; E. T. Little, Auburn, 7; Grace 
Heigl, Plattsmouth, 6; Dewey Lewis, Lincoln, 6; Lyle 
Reighard, Lincoln, 6; Lillian Sowers, Lincoln, 6; Jack Cald- 
well, Lincoln, 5; Elmer Dougherty, Lincoln, 5; Theo Frycek, 
Geneva, 5; B. T. Hayes, Hastings, 5; Marlene Holsten, Lin- 
coln, 5; R. D. Lemkau, Hebron, 5; and Leonard Reed, 
York, 5. 


Some October leaders: Showing the results of their selling efforts. 
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J. H. Bauer Raymond Bruning Betty Christensen 
Superior Pawnee City Nebraska City 
2 R-2, 3 Color 4 Jacks, 2 Color 


4 Ext.. 1 No. 3 PBX 16 KK, 1 XL Cord 


1 KK, 4 Ext., 1 ELB 
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Lyle Reighard 
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George Placek J.£. Turner 


Nebraska City Lincoln Friend 
S Res. Ser., 1 Ext., 1 Res. Ser., 2 Ext., 1 Ext., 7 Color, 2 Re- 
2 Color, 2 Ext. Bells 2 Color, 1 Regrade grade, 1 XL Cord, 2 Jks. 
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Gerald Caley R. A. Francis 
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C. P. Franzen 
Fairbury Hebron Pawnee City 
3 Res. Ser., 1 Color 9 Color, 1 KK, 2 Ext., 18 KK, 2 XL Cords, 
2 Ext. 3 KK, 1 Regrade 3 Ext. Bells 1 Res. Ser. 
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Dale Bollman Marlene Holsten Lillian Sowers 
Superior Lincoln Lincoln 
4 Color 3 Ext., 2 Color 2 Ext.. 4 Color 
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The latest service to be offered by 
LT@T is the Dialaphone, a machine 
that dials subscriber numbers automat- 
ically when their name is positioned in 
a view frame on the face of the equip- 
ment and the starter key is depressed. 


The first installation of the Diala- 
phone was made last August at the of- 
fice of the Credit Bureau of Lincoln. 
At that time no tariff had been estab- 
lished for rental and installation. so the 
Bureau used the machine on a trial basis 
and found they didn't want to part with 
it. The tariff has since been approved 
by the State Railway Commission and 
the service is now a historic “first.” 

The names of often-called subscribers 
are printed on a directory tape along 
with coded perforations of the corres- 
ponding telephone number. The tape 
is rotated by a hand crank, while an 
ingenious index system enables the user 
to quickly find any name on the tape, 
although its capacity 1s 850 name- num- 
ber combinations. 


The tape for the original installation 
is prepared at the factory, but additions 
may be made by the customer by using 
a punch mechanism located under the 
window cover. The tape is divided into 
five sections, each with a distinguishing 
color, The sections are for: (1) emer- 
vency numbers, (2) general directory, 
(3) classified directory, (4) long dis- 
tance and (5) frequently used numbers. 
Because of the growing number of di- 
rect distance dialing installations using 


the nationwide numbering plan, the 
equipment has provision for dialing up 
to 14 numbers. 

The dialaphone can be installed at 
any dial telephone, including loudspeak- 
ing telephones. It completes the dial- 
ing cycle at the end of the last digit, 
regardless of the number of digits in 
the called number; thus there is no 
“dead” time on a short number. The 
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A new service to improve 
speed and accuracy of 


dialing operation 


hand crank is uncoupled automatically 
when in dialing operation to prevent 
the moving of the directory tape while 
decoding dogs are projecting through 
the tape. 

We'll surely hear more of this help- 
ful machine. Undoubtedly it will find 
favor with those subscribers who regu- 
larly make calls to large lists of custom- 
ers or clients. 


Max Meyer, general manager of the Credit Bureau of Lincoln, demonstrates his Dialaphone, the 
first to be installed in LT&T territory. 
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Hydraulic reel trailer in position to pay out cable into manhole and 
conduit run crossing diagonally on 48th Street. Dean Manson (left) is guiding 
the initial portion of the pulling-in line coming from the manhole at the far 
end. Foreman R. E. Hibbert is checking adjustments on the trailer. 


Pulling-in line has been attached to eye on end of cable and is being 
drawn back into conduit from distant end. Joe Gray (left) and R. E. Hibbert 
are preparing to start the reel rotation as the pulling line tightens. Dean 
Manson is holding the line. Don Eisenbarth is inside the manhole to guide 
the line as it moves into the conduit. (Note locking bar on spindle bar 
carrier bracket to prevent spindle bar from jumping out.) 


The pump handles are operated to raise or lower the reel as Dean 
demonstrates. The front end of the trailer may be raised or lowered by turn- 
ing valve at bottom of right pump handle and operating this handle alone. 
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The 
Hydraulic 
Cable Reel Trailer 


Makes its Debut in LT&T-Land 


by J. S. Reed 


For some years LT&T construction crews have been 
using tilt type reel trailers in transporting reels of tele- 
phone cable and in paying out or taking up the cable on 
the job. This type of trailer loads the reel by tipping 
back the trailer tongue, picking up the reel on a through 
bar in the saddles, and then tipping back the tongue to its 
horizontal position. A winch line is employed to raise and 
pull back the tongue to the horizontal line. At times, as 
when a large and ungainly reel is being loaded in this 
manner, the operation is rather difficult. 


Recently the construction department acquired a 
hydraulic lift cable carrier that will easily handle reels up 
to eight feet in diameter, over four feet in width and up to 
seven tons in weight. It lifts the reel directly off the 
ground in six to eight minutes by means of hand pumps 
operated by one man. The hand pumps are of the double 
actuation type which also raise or lower the front support. 


The cable reel is securely locked in position before the 
lifting operation starts and the location of the hand pumps 
places the operator several feet away from shielded moving 
parts, adding to the safety of the operator. 

The reel carrier combines the functions of hydraulic 
lift, trailer, and reel stand. In the last function, it is posi- 
tioned through direct connection to the truck pintle hook 
or through the use of the hydraulic landing gear at the 
front and jack leg supports at the rear. The carrier also 
features electric brakes with break-away safety switch to 
stop the trailer in event of its disconnection from the truck 
pintle hook while traveling on the road. 

Pictures on this page show the new reel carrier in use 
by R. E. Hibbert’s crew while pulling cable into the new 
48th Street conduit line in Lincoln. 
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"The other ond of the ‘cable pulling section. Shown at work are Bob L. 
Barnett and James L. Ames. Robert L. Luft is inside manhole. 


So you've discovered 


What's it 


“Strike!” 


The word is music to the ears of some 20 million 
‘Americans, including 170-odd LT&T folk who take their 
exercise—and vent their aggressions—by knocking down 10 
maple pins with a 16 pound bail. 

No doubt about it—bowling is America’s most popular 
participant sport. And with good reason. The necessary 
©quipment is inexpensive, either to own or to rent. The 
game can be played in any kind of weather and it’s a sport 
“ — everyone—youngsters and oldsters alike—can take 

Men have long recognized the virtues of bowling, for 
—archery excepted—bowling is the oldest sport. Some 
years ago implements for playing a game decidedly similar 
to our modern tenpins were discovered in an Egyptian 
ee S oe re epg as dating from 5200 B.C:! 

ut bowling as we 

third century Christian mie i a 
it was the custom of Kuropean canons to have parish- 
loners, in turn, place pins at one end of the cloister. This 
represented the “Heide,” meaning heathen. The parish- 
oa then was given a ball and asked to throw it at 
the Heide.’ If a hit was scored, it indicated the thrower 
was leading a clean and pure life and was capable of slay- 
ing the heathen. If he missed, it meant that a more faithful 
attendance at services would help his aim. 

Bes meas end of Fes test, a dinner was given and success- 

rs’ were toa : 
sega Mek sted. Those who failed were encour- 


As time went on, larger balls were substituted for the 
smaller ones originally used. The game was extended be- 
yond churches and monasteries, but was played only by 
the upper class of laymen. Uniformly shaped pins and 
definite rules eliminated the haphazard element, although 
the number of pins varied widely. In the 12th century 
only three pins were used in parts of Germany; in other 
sections, the number was as high as 17, which was the rule 


Modern alleys have much to do with rolling higher scores, more enjoy- 
Wibod of the game and rapidly increasing patronage. Here the bowlers are 
aunching the 1957 ABC national tournament at Fort Worth, Texas. 


The first LT&T bowling team rolled through the 
1914-15 season with an 800-plus average per 
game. Team members—seated: C. A. Simmons, 
toll wire chief; Hubert Mathiesen, commercial col- 
lector; Thomas C. Rice, traffic engineer. Standing: 
P. A. Brown, treasury clerk; K. B. Cary, plant in- 


|| about? spector. Though high in total pins, the team 
missed the championship for the league by only 


two games. 


in Silesia for many generations. 

By the Middle Ages, bowling was firmly established as 
a popular game and the more exuberant spirits expressed 
their delight with life by taking a festive whack at the 
pins. Bowling matches were often part of a wedding cele- 
bration (baptisms, too) and it was a lucky bride indeed 
who could dissuade her man from temporarily deserting 
her for a game of “bowls” after the ceremony. 

So popular did the game become that King Edward III, 
fearful lest bowling displace archery in the hearts of Eng- 
lishmen—thus weakening the British military spirit— issued 
a proclamation in 1366 against this “dishonorable, useless 
and unprofitable” game. A little later, acting on a royal 
suggestion, Parliament outlawed bowling. 

The Renaissance witnessed a change in attitude. Aid- 
ing the game’s popularity then was Martin Luther, the Ger- 
man theologian and Reformation leader. Believing it was 
a beneficial, moral game, Luther became an enthusiastic 
bowler and even built an alley for his youngsters. Experi- 
ence convinced him that ninepins made an ideal game and 
this finally was settled upon as standard for the game in 
Germany. 

Perhaps the most dramatic role ever played by any sport 
was played by bowling, for a historic game of “bowls” had 
a part in the smashing of the Spanish Empire. 

It happened this way. Sir Francis Drake, a captain of 
the English fleet, was an ardent bowler. Even when in- 
formed that the supposedly invincible Spanish Armada was 
approaching the English Channel, he refused to stop a match 
game in which he was engaged or become unduly 
alarmed. 

“There is time enough,” he is supposed to have said, 
“both to win the game AND beat the Spaniards.” 

Drake’s supposed recklessness while the Spanish fleet 
sailed past him up the channel is a famous historic episode. 
In reality, it was part of Drake’s strategy to hold off so 
that the Spanish would become jammed in the narrowest 
part of the channel. The ignominious naval defeat to which 
Spain was subjected by the English in 1588 is considered 
by many historians to mark the beginning of the end of the 
Spanish Empire. 

Over the years, as more and more people have taken 
to the game, some other remarkable records have been set. 

Everyone seems to be getting more proficient, for one 
thing. At the latest ABC tournament, in which the auto- 
matic Pinspotter was used for the first time, scores were 
higher than ever before. 

Most likely reason is that with automatic perfection 
in the alleys, bowlers are more composed. The completely 
automatic Pinspotter, the Pindicator, and the underlane 
bali return, all have been designed to help increase score- 
keeping. The unvarying cycle of the machine helps develop 
timing and coordination through rhythm bowling; the Pin- 
dicator is a big aid in scorekeeping since it never fails to 
report “sleeper” pins, and the underlane bal] return elimi- 
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than 7000 years. 
A game resembling our modern tenpins was played by the Egyptians in 
5200 B.C. 


nates the distraction of returning balls and also increases 
efficiency on the lanes. 


There have been bowling teams wearing LT&T colors 
at various times since 1914, but the company league at 
Lincoln was not organized until 1941 when eight four-man 
teams toiled through the season at the Rosewilde alleys. 
The league folded up during the war but was reorganized 
in 1944 at the Rosewilde with eight five-man teams. It 
has continued since that time, moving to the Bowl-Mor 
Lanes in 1947. The number of teams in the league has var- 
ied from eight to the present 16. Sometimes the LT&T 
ladies league joined that of the men in filling out the row 
of alleys. 


Team and individual champions through the years are 
as follows: 


Season Individual Team 
1942 T. C. Cone Construction 
1945 B. Wanek Outside Serv. 
1946 H. Spahnle Outside Serv. 
1947 B. Wanek Out. Serv.-Shop Supply 
1948 H. Spahnle Outside Serv. 
1949 Wanek-Spahnle Outside Serv. 
1950 H. Spahnle Bus. Office 
195] B. Wanek Accounting 
1952 C. Bottorff Accounting 
1953 H. Spahnle Genl. Coml. 
1954 H. Spahnle Outside Serv. 
1955 H. Spahnle Inside Serv. 
1956 H. Spahnle Accounting 
1957 N. Duer Genl. Comi. 


et 


mes 


Sir Francis Drake, English naval commander, refused to interrupt a 
bowling match on hearing of the approach of the Spanish Armada in 1588. 


When it is considered that Mr. Spahnle did not roll in 
the league during the seasons ending in 1945, 1952 and 1957 
it becomes evident how completely his smooth hookball has 
dominated the scoreboard. 

His high league series was a 656 and high game 2056. 
Both have been surpassed by other telephone men. Elmer 
Dougherty in 1947 put a spare at both ends of a string of 
eight strikes to roll a 279 game. Bedric Wanek rolled a 
279 in 1949 by sandwiching a ninth-frame spare between 
eleven strikes. Asa Waters in 1946 struck eleven times in 
one game for a 268. Clyde Boyles in 1941 began a game with 
eight straight strikes to amass a total of 265. Most colossal 
series was rolled by Wanek at a Sioux City tournament 
when he put games of 257, 202 and 245 together for a 704. 
He did that in 1955. 

Our ladies monopolize the record sheet for lowest 
games. Pat Bailey in her first bowling effort in 1956 rolled 
a 23. Irene Korcek in the early ’40’s managed a 27. 


Have you heard of the famous 299% game? It was 
rolled at Seattle in 1905 when on the 12th ball following 11 
strikes, James Blackstone knocked over nine pins, the 10th 
pin remaining upright. But a large piece of it was broken 
off and bowlers, the press and—later on—Robert Ripley 
dubbed it the 299% game. 

Then there was the 301 game bowled in 1928 by Marion 
McDowell of Cleveland. He had 11 strikes when one of the 
spectators bet him that he couldn’t shoot a 301 game. Mc- 
Dowell took the bet. He told the pin boy to stand another 
pin next to the 7-pin. McDowell then rolled his strike— 
and a 301! 


Heaviest team to bowl in national tournament play 
was one from New York City during the 1901-1902 season. 
The combined avoirdupois tilted the scale at 1400 pounds. 


Some records give you a complex. A Cleveland youth 
bowling his first game in 1922 scored a 189! Roger Luby 
of Omaha bowled two successive games in 1953; the first 
was 88; the second 287. It is the largest recorded point 
spread in history. 

But there are advantages to poring over the records. 
Consider the amazing performance of expert A. C. Fifer in 
1944. He holds the world’s record for the most gutter balls 
in an ABC tournament game—eight. 


Now don’t you feel better? 
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The LT&T girls’ bowling team of 1930 appeared on the alleys attired in 
pea-green smocks. Left to right: Lillian Beal, Mildred Miller (Wait), Grace 
Hauschild, Margaret Hall, Frances Virgil, Harriett Carter (Fuller). 


«ee wee te etree eee ee eee we a nee ee 


+ 7 fe 


A Study In Mnemonics 


Folks seemed to like our Memory Test in last month’s News, 
SO we give you another page of LT&T employees, as they looked 
at about the time they began their telephone careers. Only 


Hattie Staley reported she was able to recognize all those who 


appeared in the October issue. This month all our portraits are 


of active employees and they should be easier to identify. The 
clues benecth the pictures should aid your memory. 
all 14 correctly, please tell the editor about it. If you can’t 
recognize some of them, their identities are given on Page 19. 


If you guess 


1. Drove 50,000 miles on the 
job without a collision. 


Sie 


3. Her town was named by the 4. H ee PRE 
; - He keeps prices of tolls, holes 5. Not 
Indians. and poles. ot the 


one that took 
Manila. 
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9. When she writes— it’s official. 


7. She’s got the south in her 


8. You get one clue; that’s all. 
name. 


11. He gets paid for looking. 12. Her voice will soon change 13. He keeps things under con- 
to dial-tone. trol. 
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10. People take their troubles 


An urbane youth from Butler 
County. 


She keeps her suitcase 
packed. 


to her. 


Her telephone number is— 
19" 


(. A. Salisbury Dies 
In Highway Accident 


A tragic highway 
accident claimed the 
life of Charles A. 
Salisbury, 52, of the 
York plant depart- 
ment on Thursday, 
October 31. Mr. 
Salisbury, traveling 
alone, was en route 
to meet some boy- 
hood friends for a 
deer hunting trip 
along the Niobrara 
river. He was within a few miles of 
his destination at Niobrara when his 
car left the pavement as he was round- 
ing a curve and crashed head-on into 
a roadside stump. Death was attributed 
to a broken neck, and was almost in- 
stantaneous. The accident occurred at 
about 2:40 in the afternoon. 

“Chuck” had been in the telephone 
business most of his adult years, his 
father being the owner and operator of 
an Independent company. Charles was 
once employed by the Northwestern 
Bell and spent several years with the 
Meadow Grove and Bancroft telephone 
companies before associating with 
LT&T in October 1945 as lineman for 
the construction department. In Janu- 
ary 1946 he went to Sutton as combina- 
tionman, transferring to like positions 
at Clay Center in 1949 and at York in 
October 1950. 

Mr. Salisbury was an inveterate out- 
door sportsman and usually scheduled 
his vacations and off-time for excur- 
sions such as the one he was embarked 
upon at the time of his death. 

Immediate survivors include his wife 
and daughter, both of York. To them 
and to other relatives left to mourn, 
the News expresses svmpathy from his 
many friends throughout the organiza- 
tion. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. Donald Kennell are the 
proud parents of a girl, Peggy Sue, born 
October 18. Marlene is on leave from Ne- 
braska City Traffic. 

A son, Keith Allen, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Mark Kohlhop on October 7. Mark is 
an employee in Custodial, 15th & M build- 
ing, Lincoln. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Norton announce 
the arrival of a son, Bruce Alan, October 23. 
Donald is employed in the Lincoln “2” Office 
switchroom. 

A son, Scot Eugene, was born October 18 
to Mr. and Mrs. Ervin Pfeifer. Ervin is em- 
ployed in Custodial, Lincoln. 

A son, Richard Lynn, arrived at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Woods on October 
14. Mary Lou is on leave from Nebraska City 
Traffic. 


. Fourteenth H. R Class In Session 


4 


School bells chime each Thursday for the first class in Human Relations to be assembled after the 
summer vacation period. Composed of the usual dozen students, this is the 14th class to be formed 
since the program was put into effect in February 1953. 

Before the books were opened, Merle M. Hale, vice president, addressed the group, wishing them 
well in their studies and telling of the history and aims of the Human Relations program. 

He pointed out that basically the program provides management personnel an opportunity to 
discuss human relations problems guided by the latest information available. The primary objective 
is to develop teamwork and devotion to telephone service among people in the business. 

James Cruickshank acts as discussion leader for the class. Clockwise about the table in the 
picture above are: L. V. Shirey, D. R. Smith, G. T. Henderson, T. B. Chinnock, David Guthrie, R. T. 
Wakeman, E. L. Wheatcraft, Walter F. Roberts, Mr. Hale, Mr. Cruickshank, J. D. Litzenberg, R. W. 
Blackford, R. V. Clifford, Florence Tatman and Bertha Anderson. 


Promotions - Transfers - Title Changes 


yA 


C. H. Eitzmann Joe B. Gray 
Engineer Engineering Asst. 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Engineering 
C. H. Eitzmann, engineering assistant to 
engineer. 
Joe B. Gray, lineman, Lincoln Construc- 
tion, to engineering assistant. 
Ivan Tyrrell, construction foreman, Lin- 
coln, to engineering assistant. 


Plant 

Robert B. Baer, receiving clerk, Supply, to 
switchman, Lincoln switchroom. 

N. D. Folkers, lineman, Beatrice Construc- 
tion, to combinationman, Fairbury. 

Donald Jones, construction foreman, Lin- 
coln to Beatrice. 

Rex King, switchman, Lincoln switchroom, 
to receiving clerk, Supply. 
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Ivan Tyrrell 
Engineering Asst. 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Mona Washut 
Service Asst. 


M. H. Metcalf, installer-repairman, COE, 
Lincoln switchroom to Toll Equipment. 

Ralph Schweitzer, switchman to installer- 
repairman, COE, Lincoln. 


Ss 


Paul Singleton, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Lincoln Construction. 


George Wasson, construction foreman, 
Beatrice to Lincoln. 


Lloyd Wehmer, groundman, Beatrice to 
Tecumseh. 


Traffic 
Carol Myers, operator, Lincoln to Nebraska 
City. 
Mona Washut, operator to service assistant, 
Lincoln. 


Despite the murky weather and an 
intermittent drizzle that played havoc 
with new permanents and _ freshly 
creased trousers, old grads and students 
of our 14 Human Relations classes con- 
verged on the Hotel Lincoln on Novem- 
ber 1 for the 1957 Human Relations 
Roundup. 

What with the frailties of the species, 
and human memory being apt to cloud 
with time, it is thought to be a good 
idea to protect the educational invest- 
ment in the grads by giving a concen- 
trated “refresher course” each year or 
thereabouts. 

Secured as discussion leader for the 
Roundup this year was Paul E. Hensel, 
of Fort Wayne, Indiana. Mr. Hensel 
came highly recommended for the post 
and there were none disappointed in 
the manner in which he covered the 
assignment. He appeared four times 
on the all-day program, each session 
being of 45 minutes duration. Titles of 
the sessions were: I Dare to be a 
Champion; Participation Program; 
Communications — Today, Tomorrow 
and Forever; and Work Sessions. 

In the area of communications, Mr. 
Hensel brought out that employee mo- 
rale is based on security, recognition, 


In Roundup 


appreciation, fair wages, good working 
conditions, health, information, satisfac- 
tion and understanding; all of which 


should be literally fortified by team 
work, fair play, quality workmanship, 
achievement, pride in accomplishment, 
efficiency, initiative, loyalty, self-re- 
liance, responsibility, confidence, alert- 
ness, morality, patience, courage, pur- 
pose and respect. Quite an order, he 
pointed out, for us frail humans; but 
one worthy of our best efforts. 


The Roundup was directed by Walter 
F. Roberts, personnel director. 


Walter F. Roberts takes the floor to introduce 
Paul E. Hensel, the speaker of the day. 


Ramey Johnson To Friend 


.. Raymond L. John- 
> son, former manager 
| at Cook, has been 
| appointed acting 
' manager for the 
i Friend _ exchange. 
> The announcement 
| was made by Clyde 
# Burge, district man- 
[7 @ ager, who said that 
"*f Mr. Johnson would 
£ -? assume the mana- 
. gerial duties at 
Friend pending the recovery and re- 
turn to duty of Eq M. Massie, manager. 

Mr. Massie was taken ill last March 
and though his condition has improved 
he has been unable to reassume the 
responsibilities of his work at the ex- 
change. 

Mr. Johnson began his telephone 
career as Combinationman at Tecumseh 


and was named manager at Cook in 
May 1953. 


Happiness Ahead 


Carol Bailey, Lincoln Commercial, became 
the bridé of Don Harter October 26 in a 
ceremony performed at Beaver Crossing, with 
reception at York. 


Janice Collins, Syracuse Traffic, and Archie 
Kinnison were married at Atlantic, Iowa, 
October 1. 


Shirley Pavlish, Crete Traffic, became Mrs. 
Richard Jelinek on October 5. The ceremony 


was performed at the Crete Methodist 
Church. 


Loy (“Dusty”) Rhoades and Juanita 
(“Nita”) Franz said “I do” October 27 at 
the First Presbyterian Church in Lincoln. 
Loy is an employee in the wire chief's depart- 
ment, Lincoln. 

Eunice Riggs, Nebraska City Traffic, and 
Arnold Jun were married August 27 at 
Plattsmouth. 

The marriage of Marilyn Shacklett and 
Jerry Buttell took place October 19 at St. 
Cecilia's Catholic Church in Hastings. Marilyn 
is employed in Hastings Traffic. 
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F, F. Roderick Dies 


Frank F. Roderick, Blue Springs old- 
est resident and former mayor, died 
October 17 after an illness of several 
months. He observed his 90th birth- 
day last April and was then in good 
health. 


Mr. Roderick first became associated 
with the industry in 1904 and for sev- 
eral years was secretary and manager 
of the Gage County Independent ex- 
change at Blue Springs. He was very 
active in state telephone circles and 
was president of the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Association in 1928, after serv- 
ing several terms as director and as 
vice president. 


When the Blue Springs exchange was 
purchased by LT&T in 1929, Mr. Roder- 
ick remained as manager and later, 
with the discontinuance of the Blue 
Springs exchange, moved to Wymore 
where he was manager until the time 
of his retirement in 1934. 

Mr. Roderick was born at Brodhead, 
Wisconsin in 1867 and came to the 
Blue Springs area with his family at 
the age of six. He lived on a nearby 
farm until 1887 when he moved to 
town to make his home. He was a 
barber for many years until he finally 
closed shop to devote his time to the 
telephone business. He was a charter 
member of the Frank H. Woods Pio- 
neer chapter. 


Death of Dora (. Corn 


Funeral services for 
Dora C. Corn, former 
Pawnee City tele- 
phone operator, were 
held at that city 
October 3l. Mrs. 
Corn died at her 
daughter’s home in 
Kansas City, where 
she had been living 
for some time. 

Mrs. Corn worked 
all her telephone ca- 
reer as night operator at the Pawnee 
City switchboard. She began in De- 
cember 1923 and through the years was 
almost constantly at the board during 
the night hours. 

The problem of caring for her three 
small children in the early years was 
solved by obtaining permission to have 
them spend the nights with her at the 
office. So her daughter and two sons 
actually grew up in the telephone 
building and were able to lend a hand 
at times when it was required that she 
be absent from duty. 

The Pawnee City company became 
part of the LT&T organization in July 
1946 and Mrs. Corn, with other per- 
sonnel of the exchange, continued their 
service records with the company. Mrs. 
Corn retired on pension April 18, 1950. 


A. C. 


H. O. Wentink 


Hastings 
40 Years 


Andres 
Stromsburg 
10 Years 


W.1. Duer 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


R. H. Fischer 


Wymore 
10 Years 


Irene Combs Miriam Carter 
Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years 25 Years 


R. E. Hibbert Ethel Daharsh 
Lincoln Wahoo 
25 Years 20 Years 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


AO YEARS H. O. Wentink, Hastings. 
39 YEARS Deroy Helfer, Nebraska City. 


37 YEARS Mary Bethscheider, Hebron; J. T. 
May, Lincoln. 


36 YEARS H. H. Lahr, Hastings; Martha 
Merz, Seward 


33 YEARS Eita Griffin, Geneva; W. A. 


Rosenthal, Lincoln. 


32 YEARS Cecile Anderson, J. E. Backstrom, 


Lincoln. 


31 YEARS Rosalie Carlson, Della Wilcox, Lin- 


coln. 
30 YEARS Irene Combs, Lincoln. 
29 YEARS A. B. Gorman, C. W. Helm, Lin- 


coln. 


27 YEARS Lavina McElroy, Wilber; Helen 
Ofe, Plattsmouth. 


26 YEARS Louise Schmidt, Lincoln. 
25 YEARS Miriam Carter, R. E. Hibbert, 


Lincoln. 

22 YEARS Marie Jackson, Lincoln. 

20 YEARS Ethel Daharsh, Wahoo. 

18 YEARS Dorothy Darnold, Hastings; 
Mandane Reid, Fairbury. 

16 YEARS Clara Costello, Tecumseh; D. D. 
Smith, Lincoln. 

15 YEARS Mabel Volpp, Lincoln. 


14 YEARS Darlene Remmers, Beatrice; Ann 
Stoll, Plattsmouth; H. W. Tubbs, Hastings. 


Luetta Bacon C. H. Mischnick 


Hastings Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 


13 YEARS J. P. Howland, Lincoln; Lucile 
Lane, Weeping Water. 


11 YEARS A. L. Ackermann, Fairmont, 
Eunice Bailey, T. G. Goldenstein, N. E. Ham- 
mond, Lincoln; Dorothy Biggerstaff, Auburn; 
V. V. Clark, Pawnee City; Shirley Martin, 
Wymore; W. K. Menze, Seward: Gearldeen 
Williams, Superior. 


10 YEARS A. C. Andres, Stromsburg: Luetta 
Bacon, Hastings; J. D. Brockmeyer (Oct. an- 
niversary), R. A. Francis, Hebron; W. I. 
Duer, C. H. Mischnick, Joan Moorberg, Lin- 
coln; R. H. Fischer, Wymore; F. G. Rowlison, 
Osceola; Betty Vaughn, Fairbury. 


9 YEARS L. D. Burch, Crete: J. L. Garrett, 
Geneva; L. V. Higgins, W. L. Higgins, L. H. 
Schmutte, Lincoln; J. L. Roth, Hastings: G. 
C. Shipley, Seward. 


8 YEARS Belva Gleason, C. J. Tracy, Lin- 
coln; Norma Hahn, Tecumseh; A. L. McVay, 
Auburn. 


7 YEARS XK. J. Ferguson, M. E. Joosten, R. 
L. Wilson, Lincoln; Ewald Ochsner, Hastings: 
Eva Schmidt, Nebraska City. 

6 YEARS Evelyn Dravland, E. E. Knipple, 
G. E. McCown, R. G. Mathis, Paula Otte, 
Lincoln; Darlene Rech, David City. 

5 YEARS E. D. Pratt, Donnabelle Schumann, 


Virginia Tidd, Lincoln; Eunice Jun, Nebraska 
City. 


Se OS 


Joan Moorberg F. G. Rowliso 


Lincoln Osceola 
10 Years 10 Years 
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Mabel Volpp 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


J. D. Brockmeyer 
Hebron 
10 Years 


R. A. Francis 
Hebron 
10 Years 


Betty Vaughn 
Fairbury 
10 Years 
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Our Cover 


LT&T launched its own Sputnik the 
first of this month with the erection of 
its lofty microwave tower on U. S. 
Highway 30 near Brainard. Rising 260 
feet above the hilltop, the guyed tower 
is the focal point of the toll circuit 
microwave system to be inaugurated 
with the cutover of the Wahoo and 
David City exchanges next year. 


The two giant reflectors were not 
yet installed at the time the picture 
was taken. They will receive the mi- 
crowave beams from towers at Wahoo 
and David City and direct them toward 
the terminal dish on the tower at 15th 
& M, Lincoln. 


All of which amounts to a historic 
marker in our company’s history and 
evinces the swift pace telephony is 
maintaining in this age of gigantic de- 
velopment and discovery. 


LI&T Folk Over The Top in Lincoln's United Campaign 


The spirit of sharing seems to be an inherent trait among telephone employees. This 
is demonstrated year after year as they assume one of their major civic obligations by 
subscribing almost 100 percent to the support of the combined Lincoln community chest 


and Red Cross fund drive. 


We should all be proud of this year’s record—the finest of all time. We met our 
quota for the fifth straight year despite the fact that it was increased by 7 percent 
over last year. 754 employees contributed to the fund. Only four did not. Payroll 
deductions were authorized for 95 percent of the contributions for an average annual 


amount of $8.43. 


Larry Connealy and Clem Bottorff were colonels in charge of the company solicita- 
tion. They directed the activities on the firing line of 29 captains who did themselves 


proud carrying through their assignments. 


The captains were: Ralph Retzlaff, Wayne 


Stahly, D. E. Nelson, Mary Zehr, A. B. Waters, K. J. Boshart, James Cruickshank, Norman 
Duer, Mack Nickell, Ralph Culver, Dean Hobson, Don Smith, R. L. Hohnstein, A. L. Griffis, 
N. E. Hammond, R. H. Zimmerman, W. R. Berkland, W. C. Baker, |. D. Schneider, D. R. 
Swanson, Richard Hobson, Jerry Schrepf, R. G. Cardwell, Mina Jorgensen, Joan Moorberg, 
Georgia Smith, Helen Heiser, Kathleen Carey and F. J. Bettenhausen. 


Employes Co-operative Credit Association 


Several weeks ago the officers of your Association asked permission to run a small 
item in the News each month in regard to the benefit of the Association to the employee. 

They also suggested that we start by telling you the history of the Association, about 
it being organized way back in 1936 by a few employees who pooled a few dollars to- 
gether and started to loan it to other employees who were not as lucky as they were. 
(That is, to have a few extra dollars laying around.) 

Of course, this was all done under the direction of the Department of Banking of 
the State of Nebraska. But why should | tell you something you already know; for in 
1954, a copy of the By-Laws was mailed to all employees on the pay roll at that time, 
and a copy is now given to each new employee, so | believe you know as much about the 


Association as | do. 


It was organized to allow employees to save money through pay roll deductions, and 
Loan money to employees at a low rate of interest. 
That’s all until next month, but, if you should need some money for emergencies, 
call the Association bookkeeper at Lincoln and she will see that you are taken care of. 
So long for now—Art Keckler 


The Class of "57 Assembles For Banquet 
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The annual retirement banquet, hon- 
oring those who have joined the regu- 
lar pension rolls during the year, was 
held at the Hotel Cornhusker, Lincoln, 


on October 28. The list of honored 
guests was composed of 12 whose re- 
tirements are already effective and 
two, J. A. Mason and James W. Dud- 
geon, whose retirements are scheduled 
for later in the year. 

The 12, first mentioned are: Mar- 


garet Beth 


scheider, C. J. Crew, Laura 
Douty, T. E. Longdon, C. F. Peachman, 
Pauline Reckard, W. C. Stewart, Ma- 
thilda Alpers, Addalene Christian, D. D. 
Eckles, B. D. Kline and Hilda Ramsey. 
The last five were unable to be present 
at the banquet. 

There was nothing wrong with the 
appetites of any of those assembled. 
They tore into the braised choice beef 
with the enthusiasm of a_ threshing 
crew. Afterwards introductions and the 
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presentation of electric clocks, with in- 
dividually engraved plaques, were made 
by Merle M. Hale, vice president. As 
in the past, each guest was invited to 
take the floor—and all obliged. Mainly 
the remarks were concerned with in- 
cidents which highlighted the _ indi- 
vidual telephone career of the speaker. 

Most people agree that the annual 
retirement banquet is one of the most 
rewarding projects of the personnel de- 
partment. 


T. E. Longdon Retires 


Old telephone man- 
agers never fade 
away ... they just 
retire to other activi- 
ties and keep busy as 
usual. The word 
“old” applies here 
only to years of tele- 
phone service, for 
there is nothing old- 
ish about Thomas E. 
Longdon, who _ re- 
tired November 1 as 
area manager at Fairbury. Tom always 
thrived on vigorous activity and looks 
upon his entry into the new phase of 
life as an adventure wherein he will 
find other fields to receive his atten- 
tion and talents. 

Mr. Longdon’s service record with 
LT&T totals nearly 37 years, but his 
telephone experience dates back to the 
days when, as an eighth grader, he 
contracted for the lonesome post as 
night operator for the exchange at Flat- 
rock, Illinois. Later he worked on 
construction and as combinationman 
at Washington and Girard, Kansas. 


He enlisted in the signal corps dur- 
ing World War I, later switching to the 
aviation section where he took cadet 
training. He was a qualified pilot at 
the war’s end when he declined an of- 
fer to become a flyer for the newly 
organized air mail service to return to 
his telephone career. 


He came to LT&T as manager at 
Gresham in November 1920 and went 
to Stromsburg in a similiar position in 
April 1924. Four years later he trans- 
ferred to Tecumseh as manager. He 
became area commercial manager at 
Fairbury in February 1934 and received 
his appointment as area manager 1n 
August 1942. 


Tom always has been active in the 
affairs of the community in which he 
lived and the list of his civic services 
would be too long to be contained in 
this article. While at Tecumseh in 
1931 he was a member of the state 
champion Legion drums and _ bugle 
corps. He has maintained a keen in- 
terest in music and is almost without 
a peer in leading group songfests. His 
abilities were in demand wherever he 
was stationed. 


At Fairbury he is past president and 
director of Kiwanis; past director of 
the chamber of commerce and com- 
munity chest; president for five years 
of the Municipal Band and member 
of the Methodist choir for 15 years. He 
was president of the Frank H. Woods 
Pioneer chapter in 1949 and even with 
the disadvantage of being separated by 
distance from his officers, he led the 
chapter to one of its most successful 
years. He is currently president of 


the newly formed Fairbury Museum 
Board. 

At the hobby exhibit, held in con- 
junction with this year’s Pioneer ban- 
quet, Tom “stole the show” with the 
display of his latest burning interest— 
sewing. If he needed encouragement 
to pursue the dressmaking art, he got 
it at the hobby show where he was 
showered with praise and congratula- 
tions on the quality of his needlecraft. 
He expects to make sewing his main 
avocation in the days ahead, taking 
time out for other interests such as 
hunting, fishing, photography (in 
which he excels in equipment and 
skill) and traveling. In the latter cate- 
gory he is pointing toward a trip to 
Canada and a visit with an older 
brother in Indiana as a good beginning. 

The Longdons plan to make Fairbury 
their permanent home and Tom is seal- 
ing that decision by turning to a new 
trade. He is going to become a painter 
and give the old homestead a shiny coat 
of white. 


Danaher Named Fairbury 
Area Manager 


Fischer is Manager at Wymore 


a 


M. J. Donaher 


R. H. Fischer 


Two managerial promotions were an- 
nounced October 17 by Clyde Burge, 
district manager at Beatrice. Michael 
J. Danaher, manager at Wymore, was 
appointed area manager at Fairbury to 
succeed T. E. Longdon, retired; and 
Richard H. Fischer, manager at Mil- 
ford, moved to the position vacated 
by Mr. Danaher as manager at Wymore. 
The promotions became effective No- 
vember 1. 

Mr. Danaher was employed by the 
Continental Telephone Company at Co- 
lumbus as a lineman before coming to 
LT&T as groundman at Seward in Jan- 
uary 1948. He was made an installer- 
repairman the following year and in 
July 1952 was named manager at Muil- 
ford. He was in this position only until 
September 1952 when he was selected 
as manager for the larger exchange at 
Wymore. 

While at Wymore, Mike has worked 
actively in civic affairs and served as 
president of the Lions Club. He also 
holds membership in the chamber of 
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commerce and American Legion. From 
1942 to 1945, during World War II, he 
was a Staff sergeant with the Air Force. 

The Danahers have a three-year-old 
son, Michael, Jr. 


Mr. Fischer joined LT&T in Novem- 
ber 1947 as a warehouseman at Lincoln 
after his return from military service 
where he was an instructor in the in- 
fantry. He was promoted to installer- 
repairman in September 1948 and re- 
ceived his appointment as manager at 
Milford in 1954. 


At Milford, Dick was president of 
the Lions Club, a member of the cham- 
ber of commerce and was active in 
Boy Scout work, serving as institu- 
tional representative of the Cubs. The 
Fischers have two children: Richard, 
Jr., 7, and Carol Ann, 4. | 


New Employees 


Accounting 
Evelyn Judkins .......- Mach. Opr. ........ tO. 7 


Commercial 


Carol Hendricks ......Clerk, Lincoln .... 9-18 
Alberta Kirchhoff ....Clerk, Lincoln .... 9-30 


Plant 


Paul R. Baldwin*____.. Custod., Lincoln..10-15 
Lowell R. Brown...... Grdmn., Lincoln .. 9-23 
Erma Dillworth*® ___... Svc. Opr., Lincoln 9-18 
Donald D. Dutcher..Grdmn., Hebron .. 9-30 
John E. Guilkey........ Grdmn., Hastings 9-30 
G. J. Miller......-....... Grdmn., Lincoln ..10- 7 
Edward Novotny ......Janitor, Lincoln... 9-23 
Constantine Panagiotis 

bat dace tan inaec dient AD Grdmn., Lincoln..10- 7 
Mildred Rockenbach Steno., Supply .... 9-23 


J. A. Schuller.......2.. Grdmn., Beatrice..10- 7 
C. F. Warren............ Grdmn., Lincoln..10- 8 
Robert G. Zeigler....Grdmn., Lincoln... 9-30 
Traffic 

Theora Bargen™ ...... Opr., Superior... 9-29 
Virginia Duell __..... Opr., Wahoo ...... 9-23 
Gayle Hodges .......... Opi, “York: 42... 9-17 
Ernestine Landenberger 

NEA he at al RRs 2d Opr., Crete ........10- 3 
Gorell Liane). ccukes~-. Or. YON dc. sccxe: 9-30 
Evelyn Lange™ ........ Opr., Fairbury _.. 9-30 
Janice Laschanzky ..Opr., York .......... 9-30 
Betty Magee®* ........ Opr., Hastings ...10- 7 
Hattie Martin ........ Opr., Nebr. City.. 9-30 
Phyllis Miller .......... Opr., Lincoln ......10-14 
JoDelle Obermier ....Opr., York —. 9-17 
Irene Oltman* ........ Opr., Superior _.. 9-15 
Mary Waterbury ....Opr., Lincoln ...... 10-14 
Gloria Wesely ........Opr., Lincoln 10-14 
Dorothea Whitney ..Opr., Wahoo . 9-23 
Ferne Wilger® ......Opr., York ...... 9-30 
*Re-employed 


Benefit Claims Paid 


Following is the total amount of claims paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Benefit Associa- 
tion during October 1957. 
Primary Members 
Dependents 


14 Claims. $ 950.80 
12 Claims 627.30 


Total $1,578.10 


Americans of the Fifties 


This article is based on material from the 
Twentieth Century Fund’s new illustrated report, 
U.S.A. In New Dimensions, by Thomas R. 
Carskadon and George Soule; graphics by Rudolf 


Modley. 


In Washington, D. C. stands what looks like the biggest 
speedometer in the world. Located above an oversized map 
of the United States, it dominates the lobby of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce Building. Around it multi-colored lights 


blink on and off in apparently haphazard fashion. 

| But there is a definite pattern. For the flashing lights 
indicate changes in our population via births, deaths, im- 
migration and emigration. At the end of every 24-hour 
period, the “speedometer” is reset to match the facts. 
Currently, the pointer stands around the 170-million mark. 
Every day, as new citizens are born and potential citizens 
arrive from abroad, our population increases by 7,500—or 
one new inhabitant every 12 seconds! 

What sort of people are these mid-century Americans? 
What are their strengths, their weaknesses, their goals? 
How much will they earn? How will they spend their 
leisure time? How many attend church? What sort of 


opportunities await them? 

The answers can be found in a recently issued 
Twentieth Century Fund report, U.S.A. in New Dimensions. 
The title aptly reflects our present situation, for American 
productive power has grown so spectacularly in the past 
half century that our economic system must be looked upon 
in genuinely new dimensions. 

As evidence of the kind of growth that is forcing the 
country to revise its thinking upward, the report shows 
that in the past 50 years average output per man-hour of 
work has tripled; consumer spending has more than tripled; 
average per-acre yields of certain farm crops have more 
than doubled; population has increased almost 100 million; 
and yearly income per family, on the average, has shot 
up to more than $6,000 and is still rising! 

These statistics have their human impact. A _ rosy- 
looking world encourages marriage—the boys and girls 
of the 1950’s are not afraid to face the responsibilities 
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Americans of the ‘Fifties 


of wedded life. Not only are more people getting married 
—they’re marrying earlier. Brides in 1949, with a median 
age of 20.3 years, were nearly two years younger than 
those of 1890. Grooms, at 22.7 years, were 3% years 
younger than their turn-of-the-century counterparts. And 
this trend toward earlier marriages is continuing. 

A healthy birth rate—25 per thousand population—is 
combining with a falling death rate to add to the number 
of consumers able to buy the goods and services that keep 
our economic machinery in smooth running order. 


A high personal income is enjoyed by Americans today. 
The percentage of families in the lowest income groups has 
been cut into less than half since 1935. The percentage 
with incomes of $4,000 or more has more than doubled. 


This rise in income is affecting our living habits. With 
the introduction of whole new lines of ready-mixed, pre- 
baked, frozen and concentrated foods, the American diet 
has changed—for the better. We eat fewer potatoes and 
cereals, but more fruits, vegetables, dairy products and 
eggs. The synthetic vitamins or minerals now added to a 
number of foods have also increased the number of Ameri- 
cans enjoying adequate diets. 


Yet the picture is not all rosy. Some Americans still 
cannot afford to buy the food they need. Others—and 
there are many more of those—have enough money and 
may even eat enough total amount of food, but do not choose 
the right foods in the right amounts to give them the ele- 
ments they need. 


Still other Americans eat more than they need. Obesity 
has replaced the vitamin deficiency diseases as the Number 
One nutrition problem. An estimated one-fourth of adults 
in this country are sufficiently overweight to result in ap- 
preciable damage to health. 


As America mounts up to new levels of income and 
prosperity, Americans as a whole spend greater totals on 
clothing and personal care. The telephone industry shares 
in the prosperity not only through the great surge in tele- 
phones in service, but through the demand for special 
equipments and services, colored handsets, etc. 


With a 40-hour work week or less, paid vacations and 
legal holidays, Americans who earn their living now spend 
less than one quarter of their time actually working at 
paid jobs. 


The rest is not all play by any means. Time is needed 
for sleep, eating, chores and voluntary work of many kinds. 
Yet recreation has become a leading occupation of work- 


Hourly Output 
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1960 


Each symbol represents 25 cents worth of output at 1954 prices 


Increasing productivity is the secret of our past achievements; it is our hope for the 
future. Higher output makes for higher wages, shorter hours, lower prices and 
greater returns for owners and managers. 
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Each clock represents 1 hour of work time 


and one dozen eggs 


American workers have to work less time than those in other countries to buy the 
same amount of food. Because we are especially good in mass production, the 
higher purchasing power is even more striking when manufactured goods are 
bought. 


For the goods and services used in strictly recreational 
activities, we gladly part with over $10 billion a year. 
Almost one-third of this fortune is shelled out for radio 
and TV sets, phonographs, records and musical instru- 
ments. Millions are spent annually on books, magazines 
and newspapers. Attendance at concerts of serious music, 
opera and ballet nearly doubled in ten years. Music lovers 
actually spend more on concerts than baseball fans spend 
on professional games! 


As a nation, we take our fun in many forms. We 
swim, snap pictures, build model planes, golf, bicycle, roller 
skate, sail boats, bowl, toss horseshoes, watch football games, 
dance, tend gardens and go to movies. And if the money 
we spend on travel, liquor, tobacco, sport clothes, candy, 
etc. were added to our total “playtime” expenditures, our 
annual bill would top a staggering $40 billion! 


But we have our serious side, too. More than half the 
people of the United States, representing over 250 religious 
denominations, belong to churches. When asked whether 
they believed in God, 94 per cent of a representative 
sample of our population said, “Yes.” 


More important than words, however, have been the 
deeds of our religious bodies. They have concerned them- 
selves with international organizations, postwar relief and 
reconstruction, resettlement of displaced persons. Domesti- 
cally, they have been interested in such subjects as hous- 
ing, social security and health. 


America’s new dimensions become extremely visible in 
our schools. Virtually every community is struggling with 
the problem of how to provide enough schools, teachers 
and facilities to care for the ever-rising tide of young 
people seeking an education. 


In the whole broad field of education, our achieve- 
ments are vast, our spending is vast—yet our unfilled needs 
remain vast. 


Other problems face our land, too. Some Americans 
are still ill-clothed, ill-housed, ill-fed. Slums blight large 
sections of our cities and much remains to be done to take 
proper care of our natural heritage of land, forest an 
water. We can’t be sure by any means that we have 
abolished depressions or that we will never face hard times 
or economic trials in the future. 

But bearing in mind all that we have achieved during 
our brief national history and projecting present trends 
into the future, you could honestly address one of those 
flashing lights in Washington with: “Yes ... this is a 
very fine time indeed in which to be born . . . it’s a fine 
time to sell extension telephones!” 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen and Norma Jean Dettmer 
We welcome Jane Thomas to Nebraska City 
Traffic. Mary Bartyzelle is her instructor. . 
Vacations are still in full swing. Mary Barty- 
zelle flew to Phoenix, Arizona to visit friends. 
. . . Those who stayed home were Marcene 
Klein, Josephine Placek, Sally Volkmer, Ber- 
niece West, Evelyn Denson and Ed Volkmer. 
. . . Al Letellier and wife planned a vacation 
at York, but after a day there, they were 
called to Wichita due to a death in the family. 
... Deroy Helfer visited in the state of Wash- 
ington. Ivan Livingston is looking forward to 
his vacation at Pierre, S. D. to visit his daugh- 
ter and to hunt pheasant. ... Val Lant and 
Marjorie Hughes have resigned as full-time 
operators and are now occasionals. ... Helen 
Wurtele is back after having surgery at St. 
Mary’s hospital. . The picture of Lillian 
Bader, Nebraska City’s chief operator, in the 
“Memory Test’’ (October issue of the News) 
caused a lot of comment as to how far back 
in the past the picture was taken. There was 
even an inquiry from the local newspaper 
reporter, but Miss Bader said, “It’s a deep 
dark secret.’ She was recognized by only a 


few in the office. . . . Elsie France, Syracuse 
Traffic, enjoyed her last week of vacation at 
home. . . . Chester Byard, plant department, 


Syracuse, took his last week of vacation in- 
tending to paint his house but the weather 
refused to cooperate. The vacation is now 
over and the house still unpainted. ... Elmer 
Neujahr bought a house just across the street 
from the office. No more long walks to work 
for him. We record with deep Sympathy the 
recents deaths of Joseph B. Gude, father of 
Lois Hoback; Dewey Caster, father of Dorothy 
Clark; Henry Abker, father of Velma Abker 
and Mrs. Lou Beason, mother of Lorraine 
Steckly. 


Plattsmouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


Fern Davis, Weeping Water cashier, spent 
most of her vacation time at home... . Eunice 
Applegate vacationed in California visiting 
her daughter and family. ... Darrell Mather 
came to work a short time ago driving a new 
car. . . . Tip Johanns, Plattsmouth chief 
operator, vacationed in Denver visiting her 
sister and in Minnesota visiting her niece and 
family. ... Liz Nichols is back to work after 
a vacation of staying at home most of the 
time due to illness. Better luck next time. 


“Trying out’ the new Wahoo commercial office 
they are soon to occupy are E. L. Dorland, area 
manager; Mae E. Meduna, junior supervisor and 


Leona M. Benal, cashier. 


The new Wahoo exchange building 
has taken its final form. The exterior 
is all but complete; the microwave 
tower is up; the lot is nicely land- 
scaped. 


The first carload of equipment for 
the dial switching installation has ar- 
rived and an eight-man crew from 
Automatic Electric is already at work 
with the erection of superstructure and 
equipment. The new $400,000 dial sys- 
tem should be in operation within six 
or eight months, although it is not pos- 
sible at this time to specify a date for 
the cutover. 


With the new system, customers at 
Wahoo, Cedar Bluffs, Mead, Ithaca, Col- 
on and Yutan will be able to dial sta- 
tion-to-station long distance calls from 
their own telephones direct to about 


Wahoo Area 


by Mary Beaty 

Jennie Stoltenberg is back to work again 
after being on sick leave. ... Recent visitors 
at our office were Irene Combs and Margaret 
Meyer of Greenwood, a former employee in 
the traffic department. Mae Meduna spent 
a week of her vacation at home doing a little 
house cleaning. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 
With the hunting season in full blast, the 
boys in Plant are taking good advantage of 
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Our Wahoo Building Receives lts Finishing Touches 
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half the telephones in Nebraska. Tele- 
phones at these exchanges will have 
seven-digit numbers to conform to the 
nationwide direct distance dialing 
scheme. Wahoo telephone numbers will 
have the prefix “Gibson.” 

The company’s first microwave radio 
relay system for long distance calls will 
connect Wahoo, David City and Lin- 
coln. The radio system will include 
a 250-foot tower near Brainard, a 70- 
foot tower at the Wahoo building and 
a 120-foot tower at the new David City 
building. Another “dish” will be 
mounted on the present microwave 
tower at Lincoln for termination of the 
system at that point. 


Cedar Bluffs will be converted to 
dial at the same time as the Wahoo 
cutover. 


it, so we hear. The Seward gang and 
their families entertained Dick Fischer and 
family at Lone Oak, Lincoin, recently. Dick 
was presented with a set of steak Knives as 
a going-away present. He leaves our midst 
to go to Wymore, . . . Vacations still are on 
the docket. Dora Plessel spent her time at 
home and at Omaha visiting her brother. 
Likewise Lola Langner, Commercial, visited 
her daughter at Omaha. Irene Mailand spent 
her vacation at Grant, visiting her brother 
and family. ... Manager Gray, Gerry Shipley, 
Lydia Jones and Dick Fischer attended the 
Human Relations Roundup at Lincoln No- 
vember 1. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 


by Dorothy Biggerstaff 


Visiting relatives in Missouri on a weekend 
were Oakel Butler at Wheatland and Doris 
Peterson at Mexico. Auburn was pri- 
vileged in having the Pioneer Ladies’ party 
this fall. Attending from Auburn were Vivian 
Kinghorn, Oakel Butler and Leta Holsher.... 
Marcelene Behrends received a unique birth- 
day present in the form of a 35 H-P outboard 
motor for the family boat, It was a surprise 
from her husband. Swede Foster has 
been working in Auburn the past weeks. We 
have nice sunshine until Swede hits the city 
limits—then nothing but rain. . . . Employees 
celebrating birthdays in October were Leta 
Holsher, Phyllis Shanks, Myron Birdsley, Irene 
Rebuck and Marcelene Behrends. 


Beatrice Area 
by Ruth Diekmann and Frank Fisher 


Carolina Vanlaningham and husband jour- 
neyed to Crawford for some deer hunting, and 
got two does the first day. However, as luck 
would have it, a nice deer came within shoot- 
ing range just as Carolina had put down her 
gun to assist her brother-in-law in carrying 
his doe to the car. . . . Marcella O’Bryan and 
a girl friend vacationed in Missouri. They 
visited Kansas City, Lake of the Ozarks, St. 
Louis (where they got lost), and Eureka 
Springs, the town built on a mountainside. 

Lela Watson vacationed at home and 
spent one week fighting the flu bug... . 
Darlene Remmers was also stricken with the 
flu and was in the hospital a week. She is 
now convalescing at home... . Irma Arnold 
enjoyed a visit from her brother and his wife 
from California. At-home vacationers 
were Joan Borzekofski and Evelyn Menke. 
Evelyn spent a few days visiting friends at 
DeWitt. ... Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Oglesby spent 
their vacation with their daughter in southern 
Texas, and also visited in Old Mexico. , 
Harlan Gillespie and wife visited his brother 
at Alliance. . And Bill Heikes and wife 
vacationed around Los Angeles. . . . Deer 
hunters from here included Mr. and Mrs. 
Dan Smith, Al Parde and Frank Nevitt. 


Crete Area 


by Loretta MclIInay 


We still have a few reports on vacations. 
Enjoying theirs at home were Freda Keller, 
Crete, and Lavina McElroy, Wilber. Imogene 
Kermoade took over Lavina’s duties during 


her absence from the Wilber office. ... James 
Rhodes, Wilber, visited relatives at Pawnee 
City. . . . Arlene Musil enjoys hunting and 


reports shooting two ducks with one shot, but 
like the “fish that got away” they both fell 
into the water and couldn’t be retrieved... . 
After a brief honeymoon in Denver, Shirley 
Jelinek has returned to her job in Crete 
Traffic. 


Fairbury Area 
by Betty A. Vaughn 


Eleanor Klaus vacationed in Colorado with 
her husband who recently returned from 
Korean service. Loretta Vollistedt and 
husband visited in California. .. . Lois McCord 
and Bonnie Harris went to Denver to see 
Bonnie’s sister and family. While there they 
also toured the Denver telephone office... . 
Vera Sweetser, Jeanne Lytton, Lois McCord 
and Joan Nespor enjoyed vacations at home. 

. Mary Jackson's new home is her favorite 
topic of conversation. .. . Carol Hiner visited 
her ‘‘Vic’’ in Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. 
She later spent a week's vacation at home 
helping pick corn. . Jack Ruble recently 
attended the district Legion convention in 
Wilber. 


Taking time out from their labors on the Daw- 
son exchange conversion are, standing | to r: 
Carl Franzen, Pawnee City; Ivan Haith, Humboldt; 
Vyrl Clark, Pawnee City; Harold Williams, Pawnee 
City. First row: E. T. (Jack) Little, Auburn; Doyle 
Fisher, Humboldt; Dale Weber, Tecumseh; Ray- 
mond Bruning, Pawnee City. 


Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 


A late vacationer in this area was Emma 
Lee DeJonge, cashier at Humboldt. ... Plant 
employees have been busy installing the new 
automatic switchboard and the new tele- 
phones prior to the conversion of the Dawson 
exchange. Lynn Johnson and Willie 
Williams are the two new square dancing 
enthusiasts; of course Vyrl Clark is an old 


hand at it by this time. ... Vyrl has a new 
addition to the family—five little puppies. 
Mother and family all doing fine. ... We 


unite in sympathy for Raymond Bruning 
whose mother passed away September 30. 


Tecumseh Area 


by Henri Goracke 


Vacations are still going full force. Clara 
Costello visited her sister and family in Colo- 
rado, and Cecile Morehead traveled to Cali- 
fornia to see relatives. . .. Norma Lee Hahn 
also was on vacation but she claims she 
couldn’t tell it. She spent the entire two 
weeks with her husband in Falls City where 
he put her to work washing windows and 
scrubbing floors in a newly constructed school. 
.. . Henri Goracke spent a few days in Wis- 
consin, traveling through the Wisconsin Dells 
and returning home by way of Minnesota and 
western Nebraska. ... Virginia LempkKa spent 
her vacation resting and taking life easy at 
home... . “Bud’’ Wheatcraft has been very 
lucky knocking that golf ball around. He 
recently won the Handicap Trophy... . The 
hunters have once again picked up their firing 
arms. Jim Smith has moved into his new 
home, the duck blind. Those poor ducks don't 
have a chance with Jim out there morning 
and evenings. ... Ted Husing and son Lonnie. 
and the Weber boys, Dale and Darold, got 
together with Raymie Johnson of Friend and 
Joe Adamson of Geneva, and gave the pheas- 
ants around Geneva a bad time. They re- 
ported bagging seven birds. Wonder if the 
men actually shot the birds or just scared 
them to death. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 


by Velma Bock 


Vacations seem to be tapering off with 
Barbara Nittler and Helen Adermann, our 
chief operator, completing theirs. at We 
are happy to report the Geneva girls have 
formed a bowling team, and we hope that 
after a few practice games we will come up 
with some good scores. On Saturday, 
October 12, Mr. and Mrs. Crew and Mr. and 
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Mrs. Adamson were entertained at the Legion 
Club by Commercial and Plant employees. Mr. 
Crew and Mr. Adamson were presented with 
a cake. 


Hastings Area 


by Marilyn Buttell 


Bonnie Einspahr, C. A., has returned to 
work after spending her vacation at Broken 
Bow. Dixie Price spent her vacation time at 
home, and Elaine Kershner at Davenport... . 
Visiting in Kansas were Phyllis McCallum, 
C. A., and Jessie Van Trump. . Marilyn 
Buttell spent her vacation honeymooning in 
Colorado. . Phyllis McCallum was sum- 
moned to her home in Norfolk, England, be- 
cause of the serious illness of her father, Bert 
Morse, who passed away a few hours before 
Phyllis arrived home. We extend to Phyllis 
and her husband our sincere sympathy. 


Hebron Area 
by Ramona J. Kenning 

Ruth Rittenhouse, Traffic, enjoyed a three- 
weeks vacation and informs us that she and 
Norma Maschmann, also of Traffic, spent a 
long weekend in Fort Carson, Colorado, visit- 
ing Norma’s son, Jim. During the visit they 
also saw Richard Taedter, son of H. G. Taed- 
ter, Plant, who was stationed there at the 
time. The balance of Ruth’s vacation was 
spent at home. ... Manager E. H. Wellman 
spent a week in Colorado visiting his mother. 
He tells us the dog races didn’t turn out so 
good. . . . Bob Lemkau, Plant, and family 
spent a week visiting relatives near Sutton. 
Bob spent some time duck hunting and 
reports he got some ducks... . Visiting our 
office this month was Richard Taedter, who 
was on his way to Virginia where he will 
take additional training in signal school for 
Uncle Sam... . Eva Stutz of Traffic attended 
the Passion Play at Lincoln... . Patsy Kripal, 
Traffic, is making plans to spend her vaca- 
tion in Kansas City. ... Right along with the 
ducks, the Hebron employees have been get- 
ting their ‘‘flu’’ shots. 


Superior Area 


by Carol Cross 

Edith Parson, Traffic, spent her vacation in 
Cicero, Illinois, visiting her daughter, Veda 
Joy, and husband and her new grandson, 
Curtis Dean. Edith also has a new grand- 
daughter, Bertha Marie, born on the same 
day at Superior. .. . Mary Ahrens and Lora 
Biltoft, Traffic, were honored at farewell 
parties the past month. Mary and family 
moved to San Bernardino, California, and 
Lora moved to Scio, Oregon, where she is 
staying with relatives. . . . Joleen Allington 
and husband visited relatives at Rock Rapids, 
Iowa. . . . Kathy Rust and DeVee Smalley 
have recently purchased homes and are busy 
remodeling. Both families are hoping to move 
in by the end of November. . Manager 
Kubat and Jim Bauer, Plant, attended the 
company goif tournament at Wahoo. They 
also visited the new offices at Wahoo and 
Ashland. . At this writing Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Kubat are spending their vacation in 
the East and will soon be returning to give 
us all the details of their trip. 


Suffon Area 
by Catherine Cassell 


Deer hunters from the Sutton Area were 
Bob Hunzeker and Elmer Moorhead. Elmer 
went to Douglas, Wyoming, and Bob went to 
the western part of Nebraska. Each returned 
home with a deer. .. . Visitors at the Sutton 
office were a group of Cub Scouts. The 
Plant men explained the equipment and gave 
various demonstrations. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 
Engagements headline York's news this 
month with Janice Lemmon and Barbara 
Walsh of Traffic wearing diamond rings and 


our correspondent, Mary Morrison of Com- 
mercial, proudly wearing a new diamond.... 
Alex Pauley, Plant, spent a week’s vacation 
at home, working and sleeping. . .. John 


Eckles is the proud owner of a new ‘57 
Plymouth. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 

Whoever hid Charles Lindgren’s pipe didn’t 
do a very good job—he found it... . USITA 
Convention took Mr. Devoe to Chicago where 
he enjoyed the accommodations of the Conrad 
Hilton. For the last part of the week he was 
expected at his son’s home in Winchester, 
Indiana. Making out his hotel check in ad- 
vance, he packed his grip hurriedly on Wed- 
nesday and declined offers of the bellboys as 
he dashed to the elevator and out the door 
of the hotel. It wasn’t until the next day 
in downtown Winchester that he discovered 
the check was still in his pocket and he’d 
forgotten to stop at the check-out desk on 
his way out. He rushed to the nearest phone 
to give himself up! ... The Accounting steak 
fry at the Lincoln Saddie Club, October 18, 
attracted about 28 people but only one gal 
from Disbursement managed to get’there. For 
this, Estella Foght was presented with an 
award for Distinguished and Meritorious Valor 
and Service Above and Beyond the Call of 
Duty by Bruce Sievers. . . . Grace Hauschild 
is relating all about her tour of Florida and 
Marie Vidlock is telling of a marvelous 19 
days in Hawaii. Marie snapped 504 pictures. 
‘ Results of hunting excursions: Ralph 
Retzlaff reports 212 pheasants, Florence 
Calder’s husband reports several ducks and 
Marge Armstrong’s husband reports a deer. 
If you refer to a lucky rabbit’s foot, you 
must mean the one on the rabbit Don Nelson 
Shot at. He didn’t have a firing pin in his 
gun. On the other hand, you may mean the 
One Marge Armstrong shot at—even though 
she did have a firing pin in her gun. 


Man of Affairs 


There were some black skid marks on the side- 
walk adjacent to Magee’s window at 12th and 
O, Lincoln, apparently left there by telephone folk 
who were brought up with a start to see the benign 
smile of Carl Ahl beaming at them from the place 
of honor within the window. 

The spot has been occupied for years by a 
display of Townsend Studio showing samples of 
their photographic art titled “Men of Affairs.” 
Carl visited the studio some time ago at the re- 
guest of the News and we don’t blame him or 
Townsends for feeling pretty happy with the result 
of the sitting. We’re happy too that Carl's picture 
was selected to occupy the hallowed niche and 
basks in the admiring gaze of O street pedestrian 
traffic. 
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Commercials 


Picnic at South Bend 


Men of the Lincoln business office and General Commercial assembled for an afternoon of 
“roughing it’ at the South Bend cabin of Ken Boshart on Saturday, October 5. The gathering is sort 
of a traditional event, as the two Kens — Boshart and Lawson — have played host to the group for 
several years past. Highlighting the affair was — as usual — the supper hour, when the inch-thick 
steaks were sizzled to individual specifications on the charcoal grills. 


In the picture, front row: Roy Brendle, A. B. Gorman, George Walroth, Dean Hamilton, Boyd 
Wedgwood, Charles Arnold, Gerry Salber. Second row: Jack Caldwell, Lyle Reighard, Bedric Wanek, 
Lee Schlentz, George Hancock. Standing: Ken Boshart, K. L. Lawson, W. J. McDowell, Bill Quinn, 
Chaunce Eggerss. Absent: A. B. Waters, Alex Geist, Tyler Ryan, Loran Powell. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 
Sally Grabowski and Carol Carlson, 


Associate Editors 


The old flu bug has hit hard, but finally is 
letting up a little bit, at least in the account- 
ing department. Eleanor Grabowski, Bonnie 
Barr, Eileen Sowokinos, and Sally Grabowski 
were a few of the unlucky gals bed-bound 
for a few days. ... Ramona Johnson had a 
bout with pink eye, but outside of looking 
rather odd for a few days, she pulled through 
fine. That’s about all in the aches and pains 
department. ... Eunice Bailey certainly isn't 
complaining after the month vacation she 
enjoyed. Eunice and hubby visited in Wis- 
consin and Colorado and also completely re- 
decorated their home. We certainly were 
glad to welcome her back to work... . Rose 
Carlson, Lily Malacek, their sister, and their 
husbands took a trip to Kansas City, where 
they toured Swope Park. There they visited 
the zoo and brought back many interesting 
pictures. ... Jolene Cole spent the last days 
of her vacation at home with her son Ricky 
over teachers convention. . .. Mickey Ward 
and Margot Lucs have been very busy help- 
ing count the money for the Community 
Chest campaign. The Community Chest drive 
in Revenue Accounting was very successful 
by getting 100% participation with plenty left 
over for our requirement. . Clara Jones 
wanted to mention that it is nice having 
Janice Post working in the department... . 
Miss Jones was head of a party for Eastern 
Star and, from the sound of things, it was a 
big success. Bonnie Schnittker travels 
home every weekend to be with her parents 
in Staplehurst. ... Don Nelson took a week- 
end trip to Denver. They got there just 
before the four-inch snowfall. The Nelsons 
spent a wonderful two days with their friends. 
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‘ . Chris Miller had her department in an 
unroar the other day. Her dog was giving 
birth to puppies and Chris kept everybody 
posted by calling home quite frequently. The 
puppies were born October 25—a boy and a 
girl. Congratulations, Chris. ... The volley- 
ball team is now getting under way for this 
winter. Those participating are Bonnie Barr, 
Bonnie Schnittker, Eleanor and Sally Grabow- 
ski, Janice Post, Elaine Soukup, Darlene Timm 
and Betty Biggs. ... An added attraction to 
Revenue Accounting was a small bird which 
flew in M. W. Franklin’s open office window. 
Maybe our fine feathered friend thought this 
office was for the birds. 


Central Plant 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Carol Bailey was honoree at a bridal break- 
fast at the Kopper Kettle on October 19. 
Hostesses were Carolyn Wren, Janie Howett, 
Jeannette Ulmer and Virginia Anderson. Carol 
received a G. E. Toaster and a set of Pyrex 
mixing bowls. . Mary Wanek received a 
wonderful surprise at 6:00 A.M. on October 
27 when her husband, Fran, called from 
Germany. She just beams when she says she 
didn’t mind getting up at that hour. Don’t 
blame her at all. ... Alex Geist and Chris 
Swift are both at home recovering from 
operations and are feeling pretty chipper. ... 
Clarice Siegrist is leaving to become a full- 
time mother to her son. ... To those who 
remember Shirley Rocke, she has a baby 
daughter. Joyce Brown Theobald was 
a recent visitor whom we are always glad to 
see. ... That old flu bug has been very busy 
in our office. W. J. McDowell, George Han- 
cock, Mary Pohlenz, Stella Hans, Pat Cal- 
caterra, Sheila Schabacker, Janie Howett and 
Carol Bailey have all been its victims. The 
only person still missing is Mr. McDowell. 


We hope that old bug doesn’t find any more 
victims. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Not much news at this time. We had sev- 
eral off due to colds and the flu, and there 
are still some vacations to report on. Ray 
Clinton took part of his vacation; watched 
the World Series and did his fall yard work. 

. . Caude Helm and a group went to Hol- 
drege for opening day of pheasant season, 
but they did not have very good luck in 
getting their limit of birds. Howard 
Smith has reported having pretty good luck. 
From our other departments we have the 
following to report. 


Wire Chief's Section—14 & M 


by Gloria Gruis 


Harold Wart and wife took a week’s vaca- 
tion in October and traveled through Kansas, 
Missouri, Arkansas, and Illinois. They were 
three days in Eureka Springs, Arkansas and 
spent their time sightseeing. . . . Bob Black- 
ford’s vacation was spent working on his 
house and watching the World Series. ._ 
Donabelle Schumann spent a week’s vacation 
at home. .. . John Shipp went hunting and 
returned with a deer. The rest of his vacation 
was spent at his cabin. ... Les Livingston 
and Vaughn Baum spent a week fishing in 
Canada on their vacations. . Others on 
vacation this month were Marilyn Osborn, 
Bob Swanson, and Don Utterson. 


Toll Equipment 


by JoAnn Gloor 


Perry Caldwell finished his vacation stay- 
ing home taking it easy while watching the 
World Series. . . . Yours truly went to Fort 
Scott, Kansas for one week of vacation visit- 
ing with relatives and spent the other week 
with a brother in Kansas City. ... Ivan Pad- 
dack spent the rest of his vacation visiting 
with his folks and two brothers in Edgar. tae 
Ardell Robison spent four days vacation in 
Iowa City visiting his daughter and the rest 
at home relaxing. His other daughter, who 
lives in Denver, came and spent the other 
week with him. 


Wire Chief's Section—21 & L 


by Byron Pattison 


We still have a few vacations to report on. 
E. E. Johnson spent his three weeks visiting 1n 
Wichita, Kansas and Forrest City, Iowa... . 
Bob Wenzel and wife spent a week in the 
Ozarks where Bob did a little fishing... .- 
Leonard and Russ White took a week of their 
vacation to go pheasant and duck hunting. ... 
Bob Wendell stayed at home during his vaca-~ 
tion. . . . Yours truly spent the last week of 
his vacation at Lake of the Woods in Canada 
fishing, and reports the fishing not as good 
as it has been other times when there... . 
Several of our employees have been out hunt- 
ing since the season opened; some have had 
very good luck and others not so good in 
getting their limit. 


@ ® 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


“Duck hunters!’’ holloed Bill Lietgeb, throw- 
ing himself on the floor. A projectile had just 
crashed through the thermopane window. 
“Don't panic,’’ counseled Mrs. Lietgeb, ‘“‘it’s 
probably just a kid with a slingshot.” Sure 
enough, two juveniles, collared by a Cop, 
soon appeared at the door. ‘‘They were shoot- 
ing marbles,” explained the Law. “I was just 
looking for the projectile,” said Bill, looking 
out from underneath the table. Thus the 
season opened. “JI didn’t see a single 
pheasant,’” bemoaned Ollie Hoffman, ‘‘al- 
though I observed feathers, etc., where they 
had been living. Tf only I had a dog; but my 


neighbors hate dogs.’’ ‘‘What these hunters 
need is a dog,” stated Dick Wakeman, who 
operates a small kennel. ‘‘We always get 
our limit.” “I aim to get something every 
time I shoot,’ discoursed Don Swanson. “I 
got one duck, one quail, one rabbit, three 
pheasants, (He must have tripped over a 
corn stalk on that last shot—Ed.)—and almost 
ran over a squirrel.” ‘I got six in my re- 
frigerator,”’ claimed Gay Henderson. This is 
hard to believe. The noise must have been 
terrific and what a shambles. ... Gay and 
Tom Goldenstein also cornered a fox. Of 
course, it was hung up on a fence. “It’s 
vermin,” announced Tom, after carefully 
perusing his “Guide to Hunters.”’ “I thought 
it was a fox,’ said Henderson, examining the 
animal with new interest. ‘‘That means it’s 
a varment and we ought to kill it,’’ explained 
Tom. They were about to dispatch Mr. Rey- 
nard with a blow from a tire iron when their 
plans for mayhem were disrupted by a pass- 
ing farmer who insisted on taking the beast 
alive. . . . Buck Isaman and son, with Ralph 
Wait, were shooting ducks and geese from 
their blind on the Piatte. There were lots of 
birds. They got so excited, Buck says Ralph 
was picking up empty shells and stuffing 
them in his gun. Ralph will have to get his 
side of the story in some other column... . 
Orville Spencer, Don Neill and Bob Clifford 
carried their guns up Lincoln Creek. So far 
this year Don hasn’t banked away at a pheas- 
ant’s head skewered to a stick. At least, it 
hasn’t been reported. Spencer didn’t get a 
shot, but at home his small son had shot three 
holes through the basement window with his 
air rifle... . Bob Cardwell and Lewis Hinkley 
hunted all day. That night Louie’s girl friend 
complained, ‘‘Lewis, you dance like you were 
wearing boots and walking through a corn- 
field.’ Hinkley slunk home early... . Slim 
Eitzmann got his limit of pheasants and Brick 
Smith of ducks. . Jack Swigerd hunted 
with Wakeman. ‘We wouldn’t let him use 
his bow,” said Dick, “he’s always trying to 
load it in the car.” ... Eula Swartz proved 
she doesn’t need a typewriter to bang away. 
She bagged two birds. 


Lincoln Traffic 


by Kathleen Carey 


The flu bug has taken a big bite out of 
operator’s ranks the past few weeks; how- 
ever, aS with all dark clouds, many others are 
enjoying the silver linings in their pay checks 
from all the overtime. . . . Doris Hardt and 
family enjoyed a week in Phoenix, Arizona. 

. Arlene Thomas was honored at a stork 
shower given by Donna Tegtmeier on October 
ii. .. . Marie Portsche journeyed to Wichita 
on her vacation. ,.. Lincoln Traffic was well 
represented at the Pioneer party held at 
Auburn, October 30. Twenty-five of the 33 
on the chartered bus were from Traffic and 
all report a fine time. . . We asked Edna 
Cooper if she was going to take her young 
son “Halloweening” and she said, “I intended 
to, and bought him a costume yesterday, but 
he has it worn out already, plus two masks.” 
_.. Melba Richards took in all the sights be- 
tween here and Frankfort, Michigan on her 
vacation, spending some time in Madison, 
Wisconsin. Addalene Christian retired 
recently and was honored at a dinner at 
Cotner Terrace. She was presented with an 
electric coffee maker by the operators. She 
and her husband have left for Los Angeles 
and may possibly make their home there... . 
Elaine Hawkins is still trying to unravel the 
mystery of the lockers. When she opened her 
locker the other night she cried, ‘Don’t any- 
body leave the room; somebody stole my 
coat!” Sure enough, her coat was gone. Then 
she discovered she had opened the wrong 
locker and her coat was found safe in her 
own locker. In case any thieves are reading 
this, don’t try it because when she tried it 
again and again the wily locker wouldn't 
open. . .. We offer condolences to Velda 
Williams in the death of her father on Octo- 
ber 18. 
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The “Youngsters” of Page 8 


1. Hattie Staley, popular elevator operator at 
the general office building for more than 30 
years. 


2. LeRoy P. Schlentz of General Commercial. His 
modern looking ‘‘flat-top’” was then called a 
pompadour. Hometown—David City. 


3. Mae Meduna, junior supervisor at Wahoo. 
The picture was taken in 1915, the year she 
began her telepnone career. 


4. Harlan W. Cane, cost engineer, Lincoln. He 
is ‘growing on” his 35th year in the engi- 
neering department. 


5. Dewey Nelsen, general accountant. The photo 
antedates his entry into Accounting, more 
than 41 years ago. 


6. Merlie Markuson, traveling instructor, at 
about the time she joined our ranks in 1914. 


7. Georgia Smith, assistant C.0., Lincoln. She 


was Miss Finnigan when she joined Lincoln 
Traffic in 1921. 


8. Carl Ahl, general service supervisor. A man 


who looks like his son. Carl came to us in 
1923. 


9. Kathryn Portsche, vice President’s secretary. 


First employed as Miss Rood in Lincoln Com- 
mercial in 1929. 


10. Louise Roth, chief service operator, Lincoln. 


As Miss Porter she joined LT&T in 1931. 
Once chief operator at Lincoln. 


11. Ray Clinton, maintenance inspector, Lincoln; 
as he looked as a new telephone man in 1922. 


12. Mary Beaty, service assistant at Wahoo. 
Here she is shown as Miss Grimes, a new 
employee in 1921. 


13. Bruce J. Sievers, assistant controller. He 
came to us fresh out of university in 1926. 


14. Darlene Multer, Lincoln Traffic. Her service 
record and picture date back to 1929. 


General Traffic 


Joyann Worster, Associate Editor 


The USITA convention held October 15-17 
headed the list of events for L. W. Cleveland 
where he presented a speech entitled “Over 
Sixty in Traffic.” ... New York seems to be 
quite a vacation spot this year with Irene 
Combs and Elsie Andrews spending their 
vacations there and having a wonderful time. 
Elsie and husband “Andy” also went to 
Canada. Myra Metcalf, accompanied by Melba 
Richards, spent a most enjoyable time in Wis- 
consin and Michigan. 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


Bertha Sharp was pleasantly surprised Octo- 
ber 30 by the arrival of her brother, Bud 
McNabb, of Yuba City, California. . . . Sev- 
eral retired employees joined the chartered 
bus party for the trip to the Halloween party 
at Auburn October 30. All enjoyed the trip 
and report a wonderful time. . We are 
sorry to hear that Pearl Shreve has been 
quite ill, but it’s good to know she was able 
to return home from the hospital in late 
October. | Margaret Hall and sister left 
for a trip to Cody, Wyoming and Yellow- 
stone on September 19. A deer hunt pro- 
duced a wonderful time and some good veni- 
son to eat. ... We are happy to note that 
Charles Albers has recovered from his long 
slege of illness. ... Mrs. Bert Overcash has 
returned from a four-month visit with her 
sons at Colorado Springs and Seattle... . The 
Billie Hasslers left October 28 for a journey to 
Minneapolis. ... Frank Kuchera reports from 
Long Beach, California that he has sold his 
former home and bought a newer one in a 
location he likes much better. He also records 
the birth of another grandson on October 8. 


LINCOLN TELEPHONE News 
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Francis Darnold, working at Milligan, 
needed an electrical outlet box to 
finish his job. He called on the 
local electrical shop, which is also 
the mortuary. Joe Adamson went along 
and swears that when Francis asked to 
see a box the lady in charge led him 
to the rear of the shop and showed 
him a line of CASKETS! 


OH,NO- 
NOT AGAIN ! 


Through no fault of her own, Martha 
Vculek, Fairbury Traffic, holds the 
championship for rear-end collisions. 
After four crashes from the rear, 
she had the battered bumper replaced 
with a shiny new one -— just in time 
to have it receive the impact of the 
fifth collision. Martha thinks the 
bumpers have a magnetic attraction 
for other cars. 


WHAT DO 
I 


aor DO NOW? 


Vera Norvell, Tecumseh Traffic, 
always checks the front door to be 
Sure it is locked as she leaves 
the building at 10 p.m. She 
checked too well one night and 
pulled the door handle completely 
off. Knowing it would do no good 
to ring the code and have the 
night operator release the door 
lock, Vera took the handle home 
with her, called the night opera- 
tor and told her she was sending 
her husband back to the office 
with the missing part of the 


| building. 


HE NERVE OF 
HIM — QUESTIONING 


MY SIGNATURE ! 


Beverly Rotzin, Reatrice Com- 
mercial, was quite disturbed when 
her insurance agent returned her 
personal check for a more com- 
plete siynature than just the 
word "Mrs." as she had signed it. 


Lloyd Oglesby, 
area manager 
at Beatrice, 
is having a 
hard time explain- 
ing how he sprained 
his finger by using 
it to flick a bug 
off his hand. 


GEE, WHAT ‘LL 
THE CHIEF 


are. 
) Shirley Pankoke, 

Seward Traffic, 
awoke from a sound 
sleep with the notion 
that she was late for 


_“ywork, She dressed ina 


f)~-" 4iffy and ran panting up to 


the office door before looking 
at her watch to find it was 5 a.m. 
Shirley retraced her steps for home 
and a longer snooze. 


MAYBE YOU OUGHT To 
SCRAPE OFF SOME OF 


| CANT SEEM 
To SLIDE IN 
THESE 


Cliff Artz corrected one of his 
bowling troubles. He was com-— 
plaining that he was unable to 
slide with his new bowling shoes, 
and after some gquizzing by help- 
ful team mates he admitted that 
he had been wearing them on his 
travels to and from the alleys. 


NOVEMBER 1957 
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Chas. Meshier saw Jack Caldwell crossing the’ 
street with two cigar boxes under his arm. 
Thinking that Jack was again passing out 
cigars, Meshier shouted his congratulations 
and Jack, to demonstrate the error in Char- 
lie's thinking, turned one of the boxes over 
and shook it vigorously to prove it was 
empty. It wasn't. A lot of tiny capsules 
‘dropped to the pavement and were borne away 
by the high wind. Meshier found out later 
that Jack had spent two weeks on a civic 
club project - enclosing the names of its 
150 members in capsules to be used in a door 
prize drawing. It was these capsules that 
were in the shaken box. The other was empty. 


NOW ILL SOCK THE 
CARD IN THE HOLDER 
AND SEND IT ON 


ITS WAY 


The film "Our Mr. Sun" was scheduled fora 
showing at Beatrice immediately following a 
show at Lincoln. Lyle Reighard was delegated 


‘to see that the film was mailed as soon as 


possible. He had an address card prepared, 
but forgot that it had the return address on 
the back. When he put it in the holder he 
got it upside down. Next morning the film 
was back on Lyle's desk and folks at Beatrice 
were screaming at the poor mail service. 


HOW MANY COWS 
Y‘MILKIN‘ 


When Charles Arnold was introduced to Clyde 
Burge at a Lincoln meeting, Charles clutched 
at an idea for starting a pleasant conver-— 
sation. He was trying to inquire if Mr, 

Burge was from out of town but what he said 
was: "You're from the country, aren't you?" 


Gerald E. “‘Red’”’ Frazier demonstrating how the 
hydraulic revolving ladder is rotated by operating 
hydraulic lever nearest to ladder. ‘Red,’ one of 
our garage mechanics, was assigned to train the 
cable splicers in the operation of the ladder. 


Showing the truck material and tool compartments. At right are Don Wiiliams, splicer, and 
Norman Masier. “‘Red’”’ is standing at the foot of the ladder. 


Launching Cablemen Into Space 


Robert Clark, Splicer, is demonstrating how the 
ladder is used in working on a cable repair job. 
Norman Masier, splicer’s helper, is standing below. 
“Red” Frazier at the left. 


By J. S. Reed 


Hydraulic Type Revolving Aerial Ladder 
Adopted by LT&T for Cable Maintenance Work 


LT&T cable splicers assigned to 
maintenance of aerial cable plant now 
have a new type of aerial ladder to 
facilitate their work. 

Maintenance of telephone cable calls 
for an inspection of the cable spans to 
locate cracks, crystallized areas, and 
damaged places in the cable sheath and 
making the required repairs at these 
points. Such work would require the 
climbing of poles and the erecting of 
an extension ladder to reach points in 
the overhead span not accessible from 
the poles, which require manual opera- 
tions on the part of the men. A truck- 
mounted hydraulic ladder would elim- 
inate these operations. 

The new hydraulic revolving ladder 
can be elevated to any angle within 
a recommended operating range of 30 
to 75 degrees. The ladder can be ex- 
tended the desired distance and be 
locked in any one of twelve different 
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positions at one-foot intervals. The 
ladder support or mast can be rotated 
continuously in either direction. 


Three independent levers on the lad- 
der mast control the operations of the 
ladder just described. The first lever 
(next to the ladder) actuates a hydrau- 
lic cylinder that elevates the ladder to 
the desired angle. 


A curved working platform near the 
ladder top enables the worker to stand 
comfortably regardless of the angle at 
which the ladder is set. A toe rail 
is provided on the platform to prevent 
slipping, and a rail and hand grips at 
the top of the ladder enable the worker 
to maintain his position on the ladder. 

Pictures on this page show how the 
new ladder truck will be used in cable 
maintenance work. This type of truck 
will be employed primarily outside of 
Lincoln. 


—— ol 


Max C. Walker was appointed gen- 
eral plant superintendent on November 
20 to succeed George P. Barney, who 
died six days before. The announcement 
was made by Thomas C. Woods, presi- 
dent. 


Mr. Walker’s promotion climaxes a 
31-year career of able performance and 
steady progress in the plant department. 
Since May 1954 he has been assistant 
to the general plant superintendent. 
The mechanics of his new duties should 
hold no mysteries for Mr. Walker, for 
it has been necessary for him to take 
charge of plant activities on two 
occasions when Mr. Barney was ill for 
extended periods of time. 


Many of the company’s oldtimers 
have expressed the same line of thought 
as they remark how pleased Claude 
Walker would have been had he lived 
to see his son elevated to the head of 
the plant department. For Max Walker 
was raised to be a telephone man as 
were other members of the C. L. 
Walker family. When the elder Walker 
retired in 1948 he was in his fiftieth 
year as a telephone man and probably 
no one was better known or liked 
throughout the LTT organization. His 
four sons have all been on the company 
payroll while one of his daughters mar- 
ried an employee, Welton Grant, of 


General Shop. 


It was the father who brought Max 
into the organization in September 
1926 as a “temporary switchman” — 
about as precarious a foothold into a 
lifetime career as one could imagine. 
Max was assigned to a special COE job 
in the Lincoln switchroom, a job that 
was expected to last but a few days. He 
has been with the company ever since, 
though it was several months before the 
word “temporary” was removed from 
the classification and he gained a per- 
manent rating as third class switchman 
at 2-Office. 

In June 1929 Mr. Walker was trans- 
ferred to Hastings as switchboardman 
and ten years later he was advanced to 
the position of Hastings wire chief. In 
May 1948 he returned to Lincoln as 
district plant manager. He became 
Eastern district manager in 1952 and 
moved to General Plant as assistant to 
the superintendent in 1954. 

Mr. Walker is the fifth to occupy the 
position of general plant superintendent 
during the past 50 years. M. T. Caster 


Max C. 


Walker 


is our new 


General Plant Superintendent 


held the post from 1906 to 1938; F. E. 
Behm from 1938 to 1951; J. A. McKin- 
zie from 1951 to 1954; and Mr, Barney 


since 1954. Some of the lonvest service 
records of the company were held by 

Seal aoe i = ae 
general plant superintendents, indi 


vidually and collectively. 
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Mr. 


Frank H. Woods pioneer chapter and 


Walker is past president of the 


ant 


of the Hastings junior chamber of com- 
merce and is a member of the Elks and 
Masonic lodges and the Lincoln cham- 


ber of commerce. 


“Il want my party-line service changed to a private line,’”” says the 
customer (Lyle Reighard) as Virginia Wurtz, service representative, prepares 
to write a reauest for the upgrade in service. Mrs. Wurtz knows that on 
this type of reauest it is not possible to promise a definite date for com- 
pletion cf the order. 
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The request having been made in duplicate, it is forwarded to Vaughn 
Baum, cable facilitiesman. If cable conductors are available, both copies 
are returned to the Business Office and an LT-50 issued to make the 
change in service. If the facilities are not available, Mr. Baum retains one 
copy of the request in his file and marks the cable record and subscriber’s 
number with a green pencil, so that he can tell at a glance how many 
are waiting for R-1 service in a given area. 
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in this case the cable was filled to canacitv, so one copy of the re- 
quest is returned to the Business Office where Joan (Jody) Jones sets up 
files for future reference. Also Mr. Reighard’s reauest places another pin 
in the map that is maintained to indicate points of greatest congestion. 
Here Mrs. Jones explains the situation to the customer and points out 
that many of his neighbors also are waiting to receive single-party service. 
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In meeting our customers’ wants, the problem of sup- 
plying individual line service wherever and whenever re- 
quested is constantly before us. We do our best, but some- 
times our subscribers think that is not enough. In _ this 
article we present our case and point to the hope of an 
eventual solution. Our thanks to B. A. Isaman for advice 
on engineering factors involved. 


Occasionally, and for various reasons, we are not immed- 
iately able to meet our customers’ requests for certain serv- 
ices, such as main stations, private lines, colored telephones, 
electronic secretaries, etc. But usually we supply their needs 
without undue delay. 

Probably the one service in the highest demand bracket, 
year after year, is the residence private line. In some in- 
stances we are unable to furnish this service when ordered 
and this often causes a high degree of employee and cus- 
tomer frustration, party line complaints, and many other 
real and unreal grievances by all concerned. 

All requests for private line service are placed through 
the business office. Since this is a high demand service, a 
definite method of recording and filing of unfilled orders 
must be maintained. 

Task of keeping an up-to-date record of these requests 
falls to Jody Jones, one of our service representatives. The 
requests are made in duplicate and forwarded to Vaughn 
Baum, cable facilitiesman, who in turn maintains current 
records of cable facilities and can quickly determine if the 
request can be filled. If so, both copies of the request form 
are returned to Mrs. Jones and an LT-50 (work order) is 
issued to change the subscriber’s service to a private line. 

If, however, the facilities are not available. Mr. Baum 
retains one copy of the request in his file and marks the 
cable record and subscriber’s telephone number with a 
green dot for quick identification. Later, when facilities are 
made availab'e, he is able to tell at a glance the number of 
subscribers waiting for private lines in a given area, and 
which have waited for the longest period and therefore have 
preference if all requests still cannot be accommodated. 

It would seem, at first glance, that it should be a simple 
matter to provide cable capacity to all congested areas; but 
here we meet with a factor in telephone economics that is 
almost unsolvable. 

When the original feeder cables were placed, many years 
ago, telephone saturation and future demands were esti- 
mated on the basis of past experience. The cables were of 
sufficient capacity to allow for growth under conditions 
thought to be normal and permanent. This worked fine 
until the mid-forties when, almost overnight, there came a 
surge in housing development and an equal surge in the 
demand for telephone service—not only in outlying areas 
but within the city proper, where big, old houses were being 
converted into apartments and new homes appeared by the 
hundreds in former vacant tracts. 

The main feeder cables that served those areas were soon 
filled to their complement. Relief could only be obtained 
by their replacement with larger cables all the way from 
the central office. 
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Tl tile A PRIVATE UNE? 


by 
Jack J. Caldwell 


Customer Service Supervisor 


Lincoln 


There was no precedent for this turn of events—dupli- 
cated on a nation-wide basis. Telephone companies and 
suppliers were caught short. Orders for cable and equipment 
could not be filled for months and often, when received and 
installed, were already rendered insufficient to serve the 
purpose for which they were ordered. 

Thus many newer cables were dangerously filled even 
when they were first placed in service. The backlog of held 
orders for primary service and private lines grew and grew. 

Our urban distribution system never recovered from the 
impact of this spectacular, unforeseen growth. Many feeder 
cables are still being replaced, mainly to provide facilities to 
mushrocming hous.ng developments at the edge of town. 
As this is done the congested regions nearer the central off- 
ice are given relief in the form of additional conductors 
assigned to their localities. 

The mechanics of providing cable relief for “tight” areas 
are quite involved and bring into focus the labors of many 
employees from various departments: development survey 
men, commercial personnel, cable facilities men, engineers, 
draftsmen, field engineers, estimate personnel, construction 
crews, cablemen and others. Sound business practice makes 
it necessary to “prove in” the additions, for the price of to- 
day’s material and labor leaves little leeway for errors in 
judgment and forecasting. 

Economically, it is often impossible to provide additional 
cable capacity to certain locations except when a major cable 
is replaced and this fact accounts for the long delay in meet- 
ing some of the requests for private line service. 

While our customers are waiting for their R-1 service 
they are not forgotten. Four different files are maintained 
in the business office to keep their requests current and 
active. Their locations are marked by a red pin on a large 
city map of Lincoln so that employees and subscribers may 
readily see the congested areas and the number in waiting 
for upgrades. 

As of November 19 there were 526 Lincoln subscribers 
waiting for their residence private lines. Most of the re- 
quests are comparatively recent and will be filled in the 
not-too-distant future. The break-down by year in which 
the requests were made is as follows: 
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Periodic reports of the private line situation are made 
to the district commercial manager and to various depart- 
ments concerned. Solving the problem will take a lot of 
doing, but we are working on it every day. 


: Se wees 


The requests help planning for size and location of new cables. Here 
Vv. B. Musselman (right) and R. J. Brinton, Engineering, work on cable layout. 
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Beginning of a big cable relief iob—an 1800 pair cable being pulled 
into 15th and M office. Joe Gray and W. F. Combs on the reel end. 
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New housing developments also spur cable projects. V. B. Simpson 
and crew stringing new cable in east Lincoln. 
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Promotions For Connors, Pattison, Blackford and Weaver 


R. J. Connors B. D. Pattison 


Barely in time to meet the News 
deadline was the announcement of 
supervisory promotions involving four 
members of the central plant depart- 
ment. The announcements were made 
by Max C. Walker, general plant super- 
intendent, and became effective De- 


cember 9. 


Ralph J. Connors, Lincoln wire chief, 
was named plant supervisor in the 
general plant superintendent’s office. 
Mr. Connors began his career as shop- 
man at Lincoln in 1925 and became 


warehouseman and clerk before mov- 


ing to York as clerk in 1937. He became 
assistant area manager at David City 
in 1938 and transferred to Nebraska 


City in 1941. There he served as com- 


binationman, chief testman and wire 


chief before returning to Lincoln as 
assistant wire chief in 1949. His ap- 


pointment as wire chief came _ the 


following year. 

Byron D. Pattison succeeds Mr. Con- 
nors as wire chief at Lincoln. He was 
first employed as groundman at Stein- 


R. W. Blackford D. C. Weaver 


auer in 1934 and worked at Humboldt 
and Tecumseh before becoming a line- 
man in the construction department at 
Lincoln in 1935. He was building serv- 
iceman, shopman, combinationman and 
installer-repairman PBX before his 
selection as service foreman in 1951. 


He became equipment foreman in June 
1957. 


Robert W. Blackford moves to Mr. 
Pattison’s former position as equipment 
foreman. After working for Western 
Electric as installer from 1944 to 1951, 
Mr. Blackford joined LT&T as com- 
binationman at Lincoln. He was pro- 
moted to installer-repairman PBX in 


1953 and to service foreman in June 
1957. 


Dale C. Weaver was named service 
foreman to succeed Mr. Blackford. He 
was a groundman and lineman in the 
construction department from 1945 to 
1948 and became a combinationman at 
Lincoln in 1952. He was named in- 
staller-repairman PBX in 1955. 


Set FS rhe 


Clara Chambers . 
Service Assistant Splicer 
Superior Lincoln Crete 


General Offices 


Tillie Boyd, receptionist (P.T.), Personnel, 
to financial clerk, treasurer's office. 


Plant 


Harold Butler, combinationman, Ashland, 
to switchman, Lincoln. 

Donald Eisenbarth, lineman, Construction, 
Lincoln, to combinationman, Plattsmouth. 

August Jensen, lineman, Construction, 
York, to combinationman, Seward. 

Lloyd Joe, groundman to lineman, Con- 
struction, Lincoln. 


Promotions-Iransfers-Title Changes 


Raymond Strauss Lydia McGuire 


Service Assistant 


Renos Kunz, combinationman, Plattsmouth, 
to switchman, Lincoln. 

Norman Mosier, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction, Lincoln. 

Roy Schroeder, groundman, Construction, 
Beatrice, to combinationman, Plattsmouth. 

Raymond Strauss, splicer’s helper to splicer, 
Construction, Lincoln. 

Traffic 

Clara Chambers, operator to service as- 
sistant, Superior. 

Lydia McGuire, operator to service assis- 
tant, Crete. 
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Jim Dudgeon Retires 


It is refreshing to talk to a man like 
James W. Dudgeon. He has a slant on 
this business of living that ought to 
be used as a textbook for people who 
have problems—and who doesn’t? Jim 
paces his operations by the unassail- 
able logic that “yesterday is gone, 
today is worth the living and tomorrow 
will take care of itself.” 

That is the explanation he gives for 
a total lack of plans to extend into his 
retirement. There are several items 
on the horizon that must be attended to; 
there are places to go, things to build 
and people to see, but Jim has no no- 
tion in which order they will be done— 
or when. Best of all, he doesn’t give 
a whoop. They come under the scope 
of “tomorrow’s business.” 

One thing of which he is certain—the 
Dudgeons are going to remain residents 
of Hastings and en- ® 
joy the friendships 
they have nurtured 
for many years. Jim 
says they cannot im- 
agine themselves set- 
tling elsewhere. 
“Besides,” he said, 
‘“‘we live in an apart- 
ment and somebody 
else shovels the me ee 
snow.”’ James W. Dudgeon 

When Mr. Dudgeon retired Decem- 
ber 1 he ranked third in seniority 
among all active employees. His serv- 
ice record dates from February 1914 
when he was hired to help during a 
sleet storm at Exeter, his home town. 
He was still on the payroll when spring 
arrived and he graduated to a toll line 
repair crew. He worked at Superior 
and McCool before being assigned to 
Milligan as manager. He went to Lin- 
coln in 1924 and in the fall of 1928 
moved to Hastings, where he _ has 
worked ever since. He changed from 
the plant to commercial department in 
1936 and was service engineer at the 
time of retirement. 


Jim’s interest in baseball has never 
dimmed. He is as avid a fan today as 
ever in the past—and that is a strong 
statement. He was quite an expert 
at the game himself and played for 
several seasons aS a member of the 
LT&T championship teams of the mid- 
twenties. He is currently the president 
of the Hastings baseball team, having 
been recently re-elected to that post. 
Bowling is the other sport in which Jim 
indulges on occasion. He would rather 
not have the subject mentioned except 
to say he will be on hand at every 
gathering or tournament—hoping for 
the best. 
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Our Family Album 


The Lincoln 5-7 Office 


The 5-7 office is located on the second floor of 
the 15th & M building and serves a large segment 
in the central part of the city. First of our ex- 
changes to employ five-digit dialing, the 5-office 
came into being in April 1911. It was then located 
in a new addition built to the rear of the original 
Automatic building. It was cut over to new equip- 
ment in the 15th and M building on Aoril 18, 
1953. At the same time, the 7-office began 
furnishing service to its first subscribers. 


(1) Howard C. Smith, chief switchman. (2) Arleen D. 
Swanson, clerk-typist. (3) Hugo F. Staley, 5-7 office fore- 
man. (4) K. L. Myhre. (5) Jerry L. Swenson. (6) Robert 
B. Baer. (7) John F. Drake. (8) Ronald M. Martin. (9) 
Warren P. Shuck, COE installation supervisor, and W. E. 
Berkland. (10) G. E. Carter. (11) Robert J. Turner. (12) 
Richard F. Bauer. (13) H. K. Studier. (14) Lowell A. 
Tuxhorn. (15) Francis C. Asper. (16) Weldon I. Duer. (17) 
Charles J. Ritchey. (18) A. L. Dougherty. (19) R. R. 
Schweitzer. (20) Ivan C. Hellerich. (21) A. D. Campbell. 
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Bargaining Chores Are Completed 


A month-long series of bargaining sessions between Union and Company representatives came to 
a close Friday evening, November 8, with the reaching of an agreement concerning wage increases 
and changes in working conditions. The formal agreement was signed November 11 in the office 
of Vice President M. M. Hale as the camera recorded the long-awaited moment. 

The Union bargaining committee is occupying the far side of the table in the picture. From 
extreme left the members are: James E. Smith, for District #7 and formerly a member of the Lincoln 
Plant; Elvin O. Wait, president Local 7470, CWA; Mary Jane Arthur; Dale C. Weaver; W. R. Behrns. 
Company representatives on the near side of table are, from left: Merle M. Hale, K. L. Lawson, B. J. 
Sievers and L. W. Cleveland. The Iatter three, with Mr. Lawson as chairman, composed the bargaining 


committee. 


Through the agreement a general increase in wages was effected, covering all classifications in 
the bargaining unit. Increases ranged from $1.50 to $4.50 per week, with the new scale beginning 
November 8. Management employees and those in positions not included in the bargaining unit were 
also granted pay increases approximating four percent. 


Bertha Andersen Is 
Superior C. 0. 


Bertha Andersen was appointed chief 
operator for the Superior exchange to 
succeed Artis Bowen who has occupied 
. that position since 
January 1955. Miss 
Bowen is closing her 
career as a telephone 
employee to accept 
an even better posi- 
tion as housewife on 
a farm north of Brad- 
shaw. The News joins 
her many friends in 
Sa, wishing her well as 
Re 4 a member of the farm 
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Bertha Andersen Spetitel 
MissAndersen 


should have no difficulty breaking into 
her new job as chief operator for her 
service to subscribers of the area dates 
back more than 20 years. Several times 
during the period from 1937 to the mid- 
forties she was employed occasionally 
as operator. Not until March 1946, how- 
ever, did she become fully established 
as a regular employee. She has served 
at the Superior board since that time. 
By 1950 she was performing the duties 
of service assistant. Her elevation to 
the post of chief operator assures Su- 
perior customers of a continuing level 
of efficient, neighborly telephone serv- 
ice. She is currently a member of the 
Human Relations in Management group 
which meets at Lincoln each week on 
Thursday. 


And Out-flu-enza 


Things that happened to us shouldn’t 
happen to a dog—but then, dogs don’t 
have the flu, and thus missed the ad- 
venture of trying to obtain vaccine for 
inoculations on a “seller’s market.” 
It seemed that every industry, every 
school, every group, in city, town or 
hamlet was intent on obtaining a sup- 
ply of the serum in the hope of fore- 
stalling inroads of the Asian Flu. 


Doctor L. E. Finney, company physi- 
cian, and Walter Roberts, personnel 
director, stooped to some unorthodox 
tactics in their attempt to get a suffi- 
cient supply to take care of employee 
needs in early fall. Once or twice they 
had the supply in sight—if not in hand 
—and made announcements of inocu- 
lation days, etc., which later had to be 
withdrawn as the shipment failed to 
materialize. Finally a sufficient bulk 
of the Asian vaccine was obtained to 
supply the line of arms that was pre- 
sented to the doctor’s needle last month. 
Later a supply of the combined vac- 
cine was received. It contained the 
same immunity factors for ordinary 
influenza as that given in previous 
years, plus a dosage for the Asian 
variety. Once again the lines formed 
for the doctor and his staff. If a flu 
germ can live in the present mixture 
that flows through the blood stream of 
employees collectively, it will have to 


have muscles in its ears. 
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Biggest Bowling Season 


The personnel department reports 
that no less than 32 employee bowling 
teams are now in competition through- 
out the territory, with individual pro- 
ficiency at apparently the highest point 
on record. Lincoln has 16 men’s teams, 
with others rolling at Beatrice, Has- 
tings, Stromsburg and Tecumseh. The 
ladies are represented by eight teams 
in Lincoln and others at Geneva, David 
City, York and Tecumseh. 


Christmas Pictures Needed 


There’ll be many Christmas parties 
and gatherings—so we hear—across the 
breadth of LT&T-land. We wish the 
News camera could cover them all, but 
that of course is impossible. The next 
best thing would be for the party com- 
mittee to arrange for camera coverage 
locally. If they will do that, the News 
would be glad to receive prints for 
publication in the January issue. They 
ought to be in the editor’s hands by 
January 5, at the latest. Thanks. 


Headlines 


T. E. Longdon, Fairbury, will be chairman 
of the 1958 Red Cross fund drive in Jeffer- 
son County according to an announcement 
made November 27 by the Jefferson County 
Red Cross Chapter office. Mr. Longdon re- 
cently retired as Fairbury area manager. 

George Eggleston, area manager at Au- 
burn, was elected to membership of the 
board of directors, Auburn chamber of com- 
merce. The term of office is three years. 


New Employees 


Commercial 
Lucille M. Schliep* ..Clerk, Hastings ..11-18 
Sigrid HOR! sscmssesecoves Clerk, Lincoln ....11-12 
Engineering 
James L. Story” ....-. Draftsman ........-- 10-28 


Plant 

Arthur R. Bridger ..Janitor, Lincoln ..10-30 
Naomi Harriman* .Svc. Opr., Lincoln 11- 4 
Donaid E. Miller ....Grdman., York ..11-20 
Roger E. Naegele ....Grdmn., Lincoln..10-28 
Robert Neugebauer 

(ae Be Serene ones Janitor, Lincoln ..10-24 
LaVerne F. Pohlenz.-Grdmn., Lincoln ..11-11 
Irene Ray* (P. T.) ..Janitress, 


Beatrice .......... 10-2] 
Jerrold Sievers (P.T.) Warehouseman, 
SUpDIY oc ccserau 11-16 
Traffic 


Beverly Blacksher ..Opr., Superior ....10-28 
Jacqueline Busch ....Opr., Superior ....11-11] 
Marla Hinrichs ...... Opr., Hebron ...... 11-18 


Kaye Keller ...........- Opr., Lincoln ...... 10-21 
Marlene Larson ...... Opr., York ........11<18 
Donna Martin ......-- Opr., Lincoln ...... 10-21 
Patricia Pieters ........ Opr., Lincoln ...... 10-21 
Geraldine Wettstead Opr., York _....... 11«<19 
Millie Widler .........- Opr., Hebron ...... 11-18 


* Re-employed. 
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He watches his figures(s). 


Too hot? Too cold? He fix. 


7. His name’s on good dinner- 


ware. 


Travel west—and guess. 


Down Memory Lane 


There should be many furrowed brows among those who try to _ identify 
the employees pictured here, but we can give one helpful hint: all of them 
are still actively performing their assignments with LT&T. You must take it 
from there. The clues beneath the individual pictures should also help you 
remember these people as they looked at about the time they came to work 
for LT&T. If you give up—their identities are given below. 
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4. A new operator at Auburn 
in 1926. 


9. Weight and room number are 
the same. 
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8. Thirty years in Plant. 


a: ae . : 
12. On the banks of the Big 
Muddy. 


13. Hired in 1906. Still with us. 
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2. Once a Gage County chief. 


10. A 1926 bookkeeper. 


14. 


On demand in supply. 
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For millions throughout the world, Christmas is a solemn 
religious holiday, the most sacred on the calendar. It is a 
time for renewing man’s faith in man, and for believing 
that the world will some day belong to the deserving. 

Christmas is also a time of family reunions, of merriment 
and festive dining. A time for Santa Claus, mistletoe, plum 
pudding and “togetherness,” and a host of endearing legends 
and gay traditions willed to us through the ages by peoples 
of many lands. 

We telephone folk know a lot about the urge that calls 
people together at Christmas time, for it is part of our job 
to provide the means by which many families and friends 
are united at this happy season. 

The nation’s toll facilities are not designed to carry the 
peak load of Christmas messages, and this becomes one 
of the few times during the year when long distance cus- 
tomers must “form in line” to await the completion of their 
calls. We should explain that this is partly due to the type of 
call generally made at Christmas time. So many of them 
are directed to places unfamiliar to the telephone operator, 
requiring more than the usual amount of reference work for 
routing and rates. Then, too, a high percentage of the calls 
are not placed by number, and often require initial con- 
nection with a distant information operator before the call 
can be dialed. 

S50 we know the telephone bears a close affinity to 
Christmas; but now we discover that Santa Claus was a tele- 
phone user almost as soon as he was “born.” The illustra- 
tions on this page, drawn by the famous 19th century car- 
toonist, Thomas Nast, are reproduced from an original copy 
of Harper’s Weekly dated December 20, 1884. The magazine 
is part of the LT&T historical collection. 

The telephone at that time was less than ten years old. 
The instruments shown are the very latest 1884 design, 
employing the “Blake” boxed transmitter. A telephone of 
this type was found last year in the attic of an old mansion 


“Hello! Santa Claus!’’ 


“Lello! Little One!” 


The Most Popular American 


He discovered the value of ‘Long Distance” 73 years ago 


at Friend and was obtained for our historical collection 
through the efforts of William Minich of the Lincoln switch- 
room. 

Thomas Nast was the political cartoonist who created 
the symbols of the Republican and Democratic parties. He 
also is credited with creating our image of Santa Claus. 
In 1860 Mr. Nast began drawing Santa as he visualized him 
from the description in Clement Moore’s famous poem, “A 
Visit From St. Nicholas,” better known as “The Night Be- 
fore Christmas.” Nast drew the old fellow in many forms— 
as small as an elf and large as a man—with a variety of ex- 
pressions, whiskers and clothing. By 1884 he had settled 
upon a characterization of Santa, looking much as we know 
him today. 

Santa is an American, like the most of us. He was born 
here in the United States and is a product of the Melting 
Pot. His ancestors were Dutch, German, Swedish, Finnish 
and English. 

The Dutch introduced “Sinterklaas,” their good saint 
who rewarded children with small gifts beginning around 
December 5. Black Peter, a symbol of bad behavior, always 
accompanied him and gave the naughty children sticks to 
remind them to be better next year. So the Dutch gave 
Santa his name by translating “Sinterklaas” into the sound 
of American English. The Swedes and Finns gave him rein- 
deer, reminiscent of winter travel in their homelands. The 
idea of his coming down the chimney came from the English, 
who believed sweeping down the chimney on New Year's 
Day brought good luck. The Christmas tree came from the 
Germans and is an expansion of an old Teutonic belief that 
the trees of the forest were inhabited by god-like spirits. 
The charming custom of hanging children’s stockings in 
anticipation of Santa’s visit was brought to us by the Dutch. 

Christmas did not become established in our country in 
early times. The Pilgrims and Puritans considered Christ- 
mas “‘popish wickedness,” and the Pilgrims had a regular 
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workday on December 25. In fact, as late as 1885, in Boston, 


this was a regular workday and those who refused to labor 
often lost their jobs. 


Christmas really arrived in this country when the Irish 
and German immigrants appeared in great numbers in the 
middle of the last century. They brought with them their 
candles, trees, cradle scenes and carols. These pleasant 
Christmas customs charmed the stiff New Englanders who 
followed the newcomers’ example despite the clergy’s out- 
raged warnings against the “new ideas.” 


It is to England, however, that we are indebted for much 
of our Yuletide lore. The custom of “kissing under the 
mistletoe,” for instance, stems from the mystic rites of the 
ancient Druids, who believed the plant had power to heal 
disease, give protection from witchcraft and bring good 
luck and great blessings. It was also an omen of happiness 
and other good fortune to lovers who announced their en- 
gagement by a kiss beneath its berries. 


The holiday season as we know it today consists mainly 
of Christmas and New Year, with their respective eves. 
However, throughout the whole octave of the season, there 
exists a festive spirit which cannot be dispelled. This cheery 
atmosphere comes to us from Medieval England where 
Christmas was celebrated not for just four days, but for 
twelve. 


Tnese “Twelve Days of Christmas” were signalled by the 
lighting of the Yule Log. As the log was drawn into the hail 
of the lord, the people of the manor would gather 
‘round and sing joyous songs and carols. The log would then 
be ignited and the fire kept burning for twelve days. At 
the end of the twelfth day it would be extinguished and a 
remnant of the fire kept for the following year when it 
would be used to kindle the new log. Thus we find the true 
symbolism of the Yule Log and the reason Christmas is often 
referred to as the Yuletide. 


But regardless of the age or in what land it was observed, 
Christmas always has been a time of family reunion and 
feasting. In the time of the Saxons the festive board was 
spread with its “bord-cloth” and the guests waited for the 
two specialties that marked Christmas: the peacock and 
the boar’s head. 

The peacock, always borne to the table by a lady, perhaps 
the most beautiful of the female guests, sometimes arrived 
in the form of a pie, with head of the bird protruding from 
one side of the crust, and its wide-spread tail from the other. 
More often, the bird was skinned, stuffed with herbs and 
roasted. Just before it was served, the skin was put back 
on. 

The English Christmas feast of that era always ended 
with a dish unknown to modern times. It was called “frum- 
enty” and consisted of wheat boiled until the grains burst. 
When the mixture was cool it was strained and boiled again 
with broth or milk and yolks of eggs. As the years passed, 
more imaginative cooks added other ingredients, such as 
raisins, prunes, mace, chopped suet, etc., until it eventually 
evolved into the traditional plum pudding. 

Mince pie is also a decidedly British addition to the 
Christmas feast. As early as 1596, ‘“shrid pye,” or shredded 
pie, was popular. Another custom from out of the past is 
that of inviting friends and relatives in for cocktails during 
the holiday season. It dates back to the old English practice 
of “wassailing.” In Elizabethan times, no celebration was 
complete without the wassail bowl filled to the brim with 
hot, pungent ale. And in this manner the Yuletide was met. 
Then, as guests of the manor raised their steaming mugs in 
a toast to Christmas, the merry cry of “What Hail! Wassail!” 
rang loudly through the hall. 

This ancient expression of good wishes marks an appro- 
priate closing to our Christmas story. The News echoes these 
sentiments to its readers and to those who are near and 
dear to them. 
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Walter F. Roberts presented two of the pins at the November meeting of the Retired Employees 
Club. Both Ethel Prescott, center, and Florence McKie, right, received the 25-year emblem. Miss 


McKie is the Club’s representative for the News. 


audience are George Hansen and Ann Keegan. 


An ancient oversight has recently 
been discovered and adjusted, much to 
the delight of some of our retired folk. 
It was only lately brought to the atten- 
tion of the personnel department that 
those who retired from active service 
before 1946 had never received com- 
pany service pins. 


Walter F. Roberts, personnel direc- 
tor, first made a survey of the retired 
employee lists to identify those who had 
not been given pins, and then proceeded 
to supply them, with the proper jewel 
inset, according to the years of service 
at the time of retirement. Whenever 
possible, Mr. Roberts delivered the em- 
blems personally. 


Those who were on the list of re- 
cipients were: 


identified in the background as part of the 


R. S. Brewster Lauretta Younkin 


Dan Higgins Grace Walker 
Pearl Shreve Florence Buehler 
J. C. Gilchrist G. C. Frohlich 
Jessie Landon Edna Calvin 

R. |. Schouborg Margaret Hall 
L. B. Mapel Lucy Lyle 

Helen Wallick Anna Simpson 
J. R. Manners Oura Smith 


M. J. Brockmeyer 
Vina Neigenfind 


Marie Stevens 
Harry Branch 


T. R. DeWolf Madge Young 
Nellie Manspeaker Margaretha Moeller 
Henry White Atha Morris 
Florence McKie Millie Dahlberg 
Ethel Prescott Grace Dirks 

Jessie Brown Lula Kriz 

Lettie Corrington Lydia Gowen 


J. E. Schulling 
Vesta Clark 


Myrtle Pugsley 


4: 


October 30 was a special day for Francis P. 
Darnold, district wire chief at Hastings. It was 
the day on which he became eligible to wear 
the 35-year service emblem. In the _ picture 
above, Francis faces the camera with John Spady, 
district manager, who presented the jewelled pin. 
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The Co-Op Story--No. 2 


Last month we talked of how and why the 
Co-Op was organized. We suggested that you 
call the bookkeeper or write direct to the 
office of the Association if you needed some 
extra money. Maybe some of you borrowed 
money during the past month. Did you borrow 
it from your Co-Op or from the local banker? 


Borrowing money is a personal affair and 
that is the way it should be kept. That is why 
I am saying that you can go or write direct to 
the Lincoln office of the Association and do 
not have to go through any company channel 
or supervisor. 

The Co-Op has about $150,000 on hand which 
can be loaned to regular employees, who can 
borrow up to $300 on their signatures alone. 
Christmas is almost here and I wonder if 
others get into the same fix that I have at 
this time of year — just don’t have money 
enough to pay all the bills. If this happens 
to you as it has to me several times in the 
past, why not get a loan from YOUR Co-Op? 
You can pay it back through the payroll de- 
duction plan. Let it be a —- MERRY CHRIST- 
MAS. ... Art Keckler. 
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It Should Be In Your Library 


With the publication of this issue, an- 
other two-year collection of our maga- 
zine is ready for binding in book form. 
All employees, active and retired, are 
invited to have their News copies bound 
under a joint order which will be placed 
by the News office on January 15, 1958. 
The books will contain all the issues 
published from January 1956 through 
December 1957—22 magazines in all. 
By joint participation we are able to 
obtain a special low price for the work 
from a local bindery. 


Employees will find an order form 
inserted in this issue. Please read it 
carefully and fill it out completely. 
Payment for the binding must ac- 
company your order. 


It will be helpful if your magazines 
are sent to the editor as quickly as 
possible. No orders can be accepted 
after January 15. Wrap the magazines 
securely and pack them in a box or 
place a heavy cardboard at top and bot- 
tom to avoid damage in transit. If some 
of the copies are missing, they no doubt 
can be supplied from spare copies kept 
for that purpose in the News files. 


Blessed Events 


A girl, Susan Frances, was born to Pa- 
tricia and Jack Hardesty November 5. Jack 
is employed in Printing Service and Pat is 
on leave from General Commercial. 


Art and Arlene Higgins are happy over 
the arrival of Scott Alan, born November 5. 
Art works in Lincoln Plant and Arlene in 


Lincoln Traffic. 


Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Jones announce the 
birth of a son on November 25. Leslie Dean 
is employed in the wire chief's department, 
Lincoln. 


Mr. and Mrs. Norman Petersen are the 
proud parents of a girl, Roxanne, born No- 
vember 17. Norman is with the Beatrice 
construction crew. 


Mr. and Mrs. Albert Spaulding are the 
proud parents of a son, Mark Lee, born 
October 31. Albert is employed in the toll 
equipment department, Lincoln. 


A son, Michael John, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. John Turner, combinationman at Friend, 
on November 13. 

A girl, Rita June, arrived at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Wolfe on November 25. 
Bill is employed in the toll equipment de- 
partment, Lincoln. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman C. Petersen an- 
nounce the birth of a daughter, Roxane. 
November 17. Norman is a member of D. E. 
Jones’ construction crew. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don R. Nielsen are the 
proud parents of a girl, Katherine Sue, born 
November 16. Don is a splicer’s helper in 
Construction. ; 

New member of the Bobbie E. Miller fam- 
ily is Johnny, born October 15. Bob is with 
Tom Hedges’ construction crew at Hastings. 
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Our Cover 


It’s a family affair—this business of 
preparing for Christmas—for this is the 
season when those who are blessed 
with children experience the full ach- 
ing joy of parenthood. Christmas away 
from one’s family or home can indeed 
be drab and lonely. So one of our fine 
LT&T families takes over the cover of 
this month’s News as our camera found 
its members, on a day in early Decem- 
ber, deeply engrossed in the important 
step of finding a tree of the right kind 
and size. This act opens the Christmas 
season at the home of Dale and Lenore 
Weaver. And the Yuletide continues, 
with a rising pitch of excitement until 
December 25; and then wanes toward 
the New Year. The children from left 
are Maxine—6, Marsha—7, Marleen—8, 
and Mark—4. Dale works in Lincoln 
Plant, in his new position as service 
foreman. 


Jerry and Norma Roll Info the Lead 


The pins at Bowl-Mor alleys, Lincoln, were reacting vigorously to solid pocket smashes for a 
couple of days in mid-November, long enough for the season’s high series to be eclipsed among 
LT &T men and women in the Lincoln leagues by Jerry Salber and Norma Somerheiser. 


Jerry, bowling as a regular member of the Business Office team in the Wednesday league, fired 
a 610 series; best by far of his brief bowling career. The effort included a 225 game. Two days later 
Norma took her turn as a member of the Shiftless Three to post a 506 series, which included a 188 
game. Strangely, both Jerry and Norma held identical 147 averages before the big night. Jerry then 
increased his average by five pins, and Norma by two. 


Loran Powell, ace photographer, hit bowling action ‘‘on the nose” as Jerry and Norma rolled their 
destructive balls down adjacent alleys for the benefit of the camera. Both throw a fine hook ball 
with more than the usual amount of speed and authority. 


The picture of Miss Somerheiser might well be used as a sample of perfect delivery stance and 
endorses the claim, made by many, that she is without a peer as a bowling stylist. 


The Company Must Find More 
Revenue 


Employees of LT&T are enjoying the 
fruits of another pay increase which 
was effective in November. The over- 
all cost of the increases will be about 
$233,000 annually. This year the com- 
pany’s total wage bill is expected to be 
about $6 million. Total wages have 
risen more than 30 percent since 1953 
when LT&T received its last increase 
in rates for telephone rentals. 

We might have reached a financial 
crisis before this, were it not that a 
surprising upswing in long distance 
usage has resulted in a growth in toll 
revenue. Exchange revenues, too, in- 
creased with the years and through this 
additional income the company has 
been able to absorb the added wage 
and material costs that have occurred 
in the meanwhile. 

This, of course, cannot go on indef- 
initely. The company’s earnings must 
be maintained at a sufficient level to 
attract investors for LT&T securities. 
Otherwise we would not long remain 
a growing and going concern. The 
current wage increase presents an im- 


mediate problem to management and 
the solution seems to be that an appli- 
cation for a rate revision must be made 
to the State Railway Commission. 


This does not mean that wages in 
LT&T are out of balance in relation to 
other operating expenses. They have 
also gone up through the years. It costs 
more to do business nowadays and had 
our income remained at a stationary 
level this would have been reflected 
in a constant reduction in profits. It 
would work the same with us as indi- 
viduals. The cost of living is higher 
today. If our salaries had remained at 
the same level, we probably would 
have ceased to make ends meet long 
ago. This premise was acknowledged 
and met realistically by members of the 
bargaining committee and was the just- 
ifying reason for the wage increase at 
this time. 

In our territory, telephone pay is 
good pay. The company often has 
voiced its policy of maintaining em- 
ployee wages at levels comparable with 
those paid for similar skills in com- 
munities where our people live and 
work. Our ‘take-home pay” compares 
favorably with that paid by local mer- 
chants and industries, but telephone 
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people receive added compensation that 
is often overlooked when we speak of 
our scale of wages. 

“Fringe benefits,” as this hidden wage 
is sometimes called, consist of money 
paid by the company for employee 
security, protection, comforts and ni- 
ceties that make the job more pleasant. 

Some of these benefits are quite ap- 
parent; such as paid vacations and holi- 
days, sickness and accident disability 
benefits, etc. Others of equal appeal 
to the career employee take care of 
the later years with service pension 
accruals, old age and survivor insur- 
ance, death benefit provisions, etc. 
A portion of the group insurance pre- 
miums are paid by the company. Other 
payments are made for unemployment 
compensation. Telephone service con- 
cessions, paid rest periods, recreational 
activities, all cost money. And they 
add up to definite benefits and savings 
to the amount of $883 per employee 
per year (1956 figures). Best of all, 
they do not need to be declared as in- 
come on the annual income tax form. 


Words of Wisdom 


_ Last minute shoppers always end 
In a tle. 


Our Family Album 


The Tecumseh area blankets Johnson County 
and provides service from exchanges at Tecum- 
seh, Cook, Sterling, Elk Creek and Crab Or- 
chard. It also reaches into Gage and Otoe Coun- 
ties to encompass the exchanges at Adams and 
Burr. All are dial operated. 


People in the pictures: (1) Erman Wheatcraft, wire chief. 
He is holding the trophy he won recently in the Tecumseh 
Golf Club handicap tournament. (2) Juanita G. Waring, 
chief operator. (3) Wm. H. (Ted) Husing, area manager. 
(4) Norma Lee Hahn, Commercial. (5) James C. Smith. 
(6) Henrietta A. Goracke, Commercial. (7) I]. W. Halverstadt, 
most of whose 42 years of service have been spent in 
Tecumseh Plant. He has played a major role in maintaining 
the area’s outstanding accident-free record, now standing 
at 210 months. (8) Mary Meister, who owns a 35-year 
service record. (9) Waldo W. Harrington, who keeps the 
office building bright and clean. (10) Cecile M. Morehead, 
Traffic. (11) D. L. McCoy. (12) Mildred M. Taylor, Traffic. 
(13) Dale S. Weber. (14) From left: Bonnie G. Taylor and 
Mary Ines Meister, both of Traffic. (15) Harold T. Drake. 
(16) Marguerite P. Cottingham and Mary Meister, Traffic. 
(17) Don A. Hester. (18) Clara E. Costello, Traffic. We 
regret that the following were not available for their pic- 
ture at the time of the camera’s visit: Leila Douglas, 
Nancy Gottula, Virginia Lempka, Vernabelle Mommens, Vera 
Norvell and Lloyd Wehmer. 
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R. H. Spohn L. E. Lyons 


36 YEARS G. M. Albury, Lincoln. 

34 YEARS P. R. Winscot, Lincoln. 

31 YEARS L. C. Hutchison, Hazel Nichols, 
Lincoln. 

30 YEARS R. H. Spohn, Lincoln. 

29 YEARS E. J. Schemmerhorn, Fairbury. 

28 YEARS C. E. Harp, R. R. Rauch, Lincoln. 
27 YEARS J. E. Ellis, Lincoln. 

26 YEARS P. J. Guelker, Beatrice. 

23 YEARS L. M. Miller, Lincoln. 

22 YEARS F. M. Crewdson, Hastings; A. L. 
Reed, Lincoln. 

18 YEARS Nata Hershey, Geneva. 

16 YEAR$ Gladys Ball, Ashland: Velma Gar- 
lock, Genevieve Graff, York. 

15 YEARS L. E. Lyons, Tecumseh: F. E. 
Smith, Lincoln. 

14 YEARS Lillian Hubbard, Lincoln: R. H. 
Kinnison, Nebraska City. 

13 YEARS H. F. Kempf, Hastings; Gladys 


F. E. Smith Eloise Baldwin 


| h A Lincoln Tecumseh Lincoln Lincoln 
ecuimse rea 30 Years 15 Years 15 Years 10 Years 


Neugebauer, Auburn; William Schuman, Lin- 
coln. 

12 YEARS K. J. Peters, Lincoln. 

11 YEARS E. J. Kalkwarf, N. H. Liesveld, 
A. E. Linden, R. M. Merrill, Lincoln. 

10 YEARS Eloise Baldwin, L. R. Rhoades, Lin- 
coln; R. G. Bruning, Pawnee City; D. M. 
Hunt, C. C. Minich, York; J. C. Selko, Hast- 
ings. 

9 YEARS S. M. Carr, Auburn; G. E. Carter, 
R. W. Clark, Lincoln; A. J. Parde, Beatrice. 

8 YEARS R. L. Hibbert, Lincoln. 

7 YEARS E. V. Bean, Seward; L. A. Genrich, 
D. V. Gollehon, Veronica Siske, Beatrice; 
Betty Ladwig, David City; R. M. Martin, Lin- 
coln. 

6 YEARS Glenda Balty, Superior; R. W. 
Blackford, Lincoln; Emma Meyer, Seward; 
K. L. Paro, York. 

5 YEARS W. M. Birdsley, Margota Lucs, 


Thelma Spellman, Lincoln. 
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Happiness Ahead 


Artis Bowen, Superior chief operator, and 
Tom Kirkpatrick were married December 7 
at the Methodist Church chapel in York. The 
couple will reside on a farm near Bradshaw. 

Marilyn Hall, General Commercial, be- 
came the bride of Densil Belt in a ceremony 
performed December 1 at the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church in McCool Junc- 
tion. 

Joy Knisley, Wahoo Traffic, became the 
bride of Russell Wiley on November 3 at 
the Bethlehem Lutheran Church. 

Belva Lewis of Lincoln Traffic and 


A/ic O. M. Orlando were married at the 


Christian and Missionary Alliance Church at 
Meadow Grove on November 3. Her sister, 
Wanda Peltier, and Kathy Houser, also Traf- 
fic employees, were attendants. 

On November 17, Helen Nickels and Don- 
ald Smith were united in marriage at the 
Methodist Church in Bradshaw. Helen is 
employed in York Traffic. 

Marlene Svoboda, Wahoo Traffic, and 
Kenneth Vybrial were married November 18 
at the St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church. 

Dean Manson and Karen Cohorst were 
united in marriage on November 16, in 
Omaha. Dean is a member of Construction, 
Lincoln. 
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Lincoln’s New Directory 


Those who saw the cover of Lincoln’s 
new telephone directory shaping up in 
the artist’s drawings or in the proofs of 
the printer were sure it would create 
some excitement when delivered to 
telephone customers. The prediction 
proved true. There was comment 
a-plenty; all of it good to hear. 

It was our first venture into the 
multi-color field for directory covers. 
We hope the initial effort was not too 
perfect; for it would be a shame if the 
ultimate was already reached. 

The cover is truly startling. It depicts 
a flood-lighted view of the new Persh- 
ing Municipal Auditorium, with search- 
lights behind it piercing the night sky. 
The use of blue, red, yellow and black 
overprinting plates gives a full color 
gradation. The back cover, also printed 
with four plates, carries a striking ad 
for brightening the home with tele- 
phones in color. The drawing and plates 
were produced under the direction of 
Ayres, Swanson and Associates, a Lin- 
coln advertising firm. 

The new telephone book is the larg- 
est ever printed for Lincoln. It contains 
48,875 listings; 1620 more than the last 
issue. The book weighs a trifle less 
than two pounds and contains 420 pages 
—eight more than last year. Distribu- 
tion to subscribers began November 30 
and was completed during the fore 
part of the next week. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


Following is the total amount of claims paid 
by the Telephone Employees Mutual Benefit Asso- 
ciation during November 1957: 


Primary Members __...........23 Claims....$1,845.48 
Dependents ........__........ 22. Claims 1,627.18 
Total acta t sebasawach ........$3,472.66 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS — 


Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen and Norma Jean Dettmer 


Donald Jacobson, Syracuse Plant, was ill 
with the flu a week. He also spent two weeks 
on vacation and went to Minneapolis for a 
few days. . Elmer Neujahr took his last 
two weeks of vacation painting, moving and 
getting settled in his new home. ... Norma 
Jean Dettmer went to northeast Iowa and 
also Wisconsin for a few days on her last 
week of vacation and spent the rest of the 
week at home. ... J. A. McKinzie was a 
welcome visitor in our office. ...A wonder- 
ful time was had at the Pioneer Party held 
October 30 in Auburn at the Auburn Hotel. 
Those who attended from Nebraska City were 
Lillian Bader, Katie Owens, Josephine Place, 
Evalyn Beason and Wilma McIntire. Evalyn 
Beason was the lucky one to win the guest 
prize. Evelyn Denson was unable to attend 
because of the flu. The severe storm 
we had made it hard for us to get to and 
from work and Mary Bartyzclle was snowed 
in out in the country... . Carol Myers spent 
one day of her vacation in Omaha and one 
day in Lincoln. The rest of it she spent at 
home just taking it easy. The traffic 
department had a baby shower for Marlen2 
Kennell on November 5 and she received 
many nice gifts. . Dorothy Everett spent 
Thanksgiving in Grand Island. . . Lillian 
Bader and A. M. Newens attended the 
“Human Relations” round-up in Lincoln on 
November 1. Mary Ross is the proud 
Owner of a red and white '55 Buick. 

Ivan and Mrs. Livingston spent a week’s vaca- 
tion at Pierre, S.D. visiting their daughter 
and family. Ive brought back his limit of 
pheasants too! . Al Letellier spent a few 
days at York while on his vacation. ... Ed 
Volkmer started his vacation by taking life 
easy at home but ended up with the flu... . 
Ray Kinnison will soon be going duck hunting 
as he, too, will be on vacation. Ray’s son 
Jerry is on his way home from Alaska and 


we know how glad the Kinnison family will 
be to see him. 


Plattsmouth Area 


by Thelma Tritsch 


Alice Sharpnack, Traffic, is all smiles these 
days, as well she should be for her son Jerry 
and family flew in from Maryland to spend 
Thanksgiving with her. Of course the main 
visitor is her granddaughter, who is almost 
a year old... . Mrs. Ray Adkins of Denver, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Ernst, visited 
her family and friends for a week but re- 
turned home before Thanksgiving to be 
hostess at that time to her parents for a big 
Thanksgiving dinner. Thelma Tritsch 
and husband spent a week's vacation in Chi- 
cago and St. Louis. One of the highlights was 
seeing a Cinerama for the first time. 


Wahoo Area 


by Mary Beaty 


Those vacationing were Ethel Daharsh, chief 
operator, who spent a week at home just 
taking it easy; Ed Piper, wire chief, who spent 
a part of his vacation doing a bit of hunting; 
and Meivin Sorenson, who spent his vacation 
at home... . The flu hit us pretty hard with 
about half of the traffic department home and 
several of the plant and commercial em- 
ployees sick also. All have returned to work 
now and we're glad to have them back. 


The Dial Appears At Dawson 


a astatth 


When the Dawson exchange was converted to dial operation at ten a.m., November 26, it became 
the 94th of the company’s 125 exchanges to employ the dial system. The exchange serves 208 sub- 
scribers of which 121 are rural. In the pictures above (1) Ivan Haith, Humboldt manager, surveys 
the cutover preparations to see that all is well. (2) Prepared to pull the heat coils are George Damon 
and Doyle Fisher. George was at one time manager at Dawson. (3) Emory Watton, mayor of Dawson, 
in the process of making the first long distance call through the new equipment. He talked to K. L. 
Lawson, general commercial superintendent at Lincoln. (4) Pulling the spacers to make the cutover 
is Frances Duryea, who has been Dawson chief operator for the past 11 years. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


Vacations are still in the news. Phyllis 
Shanks spent two weeks visiting relatives and 
places in California. Among the latter were 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, San Bernardino, 
Long Beach and Temple City. She traveled 
by plane both ways and the flight was pretty 
rough at times according to Phyllis 
George Damon spent vacation time visiting 
his son in Chicago and relaxing at home. . 
Ruth Ann Tunks spent a few days in Kearney 
and Betty Whitlow visited a friend in Lin- 
coln. . . .On November 8 all employees, hus- 
bands, wives and friends were invited to a 
party made possible through accumulation of 
Union funds. Various games were played, 
including bingo working out the letters C, W 
and A, and almost everyone was awarded a 
nice prize. Mrs. Amel McVay won the door 
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prize which was a turkey. Refreshments were 
served at a late hour. Special guests were 
Manager and Mrs. George Eggleston and Mr. 
and Mrs. Myron Birdsley. Jack Little 
served cake and coffee on the occasion of 
his November 18 birthday. . June Taylor 
has reported that she is all settled in her 
new home. Recent office visitors were 
a group of Cub Scouts, their Den Chief and 
their Den Mother. ... The snow here hasn't 
been appreciated by anyone except a group 
of Traffic girls who have been sleigh riding. 

. Plans are under way for the Christmas 
party which we are all looking forward to, 
so until next year, ‘“‘Merry Christmas” and 
“Happy New Year” to everyone. 


Beatrice Area 
by Rethal Falk and Frank Fisher 


Vacationers included Marie Fuller and hus- 
band who spent two weeks in Boise, Idaho. 
wok Virginia Coon and children spent the 
Thanksgiving holiday in Elkhorn, Iowa. ... 
Erma Arnold and Rethal Falk took Thanks- 
giving week as part of their vacations and 
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Auburn's New Building i Pictured 


The architect's sketch for the new Auburn exchange building has come off the drawing boards in 
preliminary form. It stands revealed as a single story structure of red brick veneer, masonry construc- 


tion with sawed stone trim. 


It will provide a drive-up customer window on the west side so that bills can be paid without 
leaving the car. A large picture window will face the north, while off-street parking will be provided 


for customers and employees. 


The building will accommodate the Auburn area manager's office, the business office, plant 
installation and maintenance offices and the new dial switching equipment. 


Construction of the building is expected to start late this year and will be completed in about 
six months. Installation of the dial equipment will begin soon thereafter. Telephone numbers at Auburn, 
Brock, Johnson, Peru, Brownville and Nemaha will have seven digits when the cutover is made. Auburn 


numbers will have the word “Bridge” as a prefix. 


The design and supervision of construction of the new building will be a responsibility of the 
building design section of our engineering department. The building will be located at the southwest 
corner of 15th and L streets, facing north toward the library. It is expected that contracts for its 


construction will be let this monh. 


used it for preparing the dinner for family 
gatherings. . Edna Mahloch and children 
spent Thanksgiving in Hutchinson, Kansas. 
. Mr. and Mrs. E. Menninga of Sterling, 
parents of Henrietta and Katherine, celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary November 17 
at their home with a family dinner and open 
house. All of their children and families were 
present. Bitten by the flu bug were 
Darlene Remmers, Vey Warren and Rosalie 
Witkowski. ... Rolland Drake spent his vaca- 
tion hunting and was very happy when he 
bagged a deer. .. . Paul Guelker vacationed 
in the vicinity of South Missouri and Arkansas. 
Loal Genrich and Alfred Parde each 
enjoyed a week of relaxation at home. 


Crete Area 


by Loretta MclIlnay 


We're all relieved and happy to report the 
end of those flu shots. ... Stub Roland and 
George Brock attended the Nebraska-Colorado 
football game at Lincoln on November 16. 
These two hardy Nebraskans stayed until the 
final whistle blew. . . . “Skipper,” the blonde 
cocker spaniel belonging to Stub Roland, has 
been a visitor in the office and is quite the 
pet of everyone. 


Fairbury Area 
by Carol Hiner 


Katherine Traeger and Helen DeBord vaca- 
tioned at home, while Irene James visited 
relatives in western Kansas and at Greenleaf. 

Getting in the Christmas mood was 
Mandane Reid who was doing her shopping 
during one week of vacation. ...S.D. Hanau 
spent a week in Denver with his mother and 
other relatives. ... Lois McCord attended the 
Rodeo in Omaha. . Employees of all de- 
partments attended a dinner at Myrl’s Inn 
held in honor of T. E. Longdon who retired 
November 1. At the close of the evening a 
gift was presented from the group. 


Tecumseh Area 


by Henri Goracke 


All that glitters is not gold (in Traffic)— 
it's a diamond, proudly worn by Vernabelle 


Mommens. . .. Bonnie Taylor and her hus- 
band spent a week of vacation visiting rela- 
tives in Salt Lake City, but sightseeing was 
limited because of fog. . . . We unite in 
sympathy for Harold Drake whose brother, 
John, was killed in °°. automobile acci- 
dent near North Bend. Funeral services were 
held in North Bend on November 11. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Hastings Area 


by Marilyn Buttell 


Fall vacations were taken by Diane Witt and 
Maxine Jones of Traffic. Diane journeyed to 
Greeley, Colorado, contracted the flu and 
spent most of her time in bed recuperating. 
Maxine spent her time at home catching up 
on things she wanted to do around the house. 
... Jane Dickerson is proudly wearing a dia- 
mond ring. Phyllis McCallum has re- 
turned to work following a flying trip to 
England, where she was called by the serious 
iliness and death of her father. Phyllis ar- 
rived in England just a few hours after her 
father had passed away. The department also 
was saddened by the death of H. B. Pearson, 
father of Marie Pearson, chief operator, on 
November 12. We extend to them our deepest 
sympathy, as well as to Darrel Joynt, com- 
binationman, whose father, Orville Joynt, died 
November 19 at Roseland. . We welcome 
Peggy Johnson and Corrine DeBacker, former 
traffic employees, who have returned to work 
as occasional operators. 


Hebron Area 
by Ramona J. Kenning 


Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Francis spent a week 
of vacation at Sidney, where they enjoyed 
some duck hunting. From all reports, they 
had good luck. The second week of Ronnie's 
vacation was spent at home, where his family 
was confined with the flu. ... Patsy Kripal, 
Traffic, spent her vacation in Kansas City 
visiting with her sister and brother-in-law, 
with whom she attended the American Royal 
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Stock Show. . H. G. Taedter, plant de- 
partment, is about the last of the vacationers. 
He and Mrs. Taedter are planning a trip to 
California, where they will be visiting rela- 
tives and scenic places there, one of which 
will be Disneyland. ... Area Manager Well- 
man and Regina Bethscheider, chief operator, 
attended the Human Relations meeting held 


in Lincoln. ... Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lemkau, 
Plant, attended the football game in Lincoln, 
November 2. ... Rose Mary Hiller, a former 


employee, is now working part time. 


Stromsburg Area 


by Betty Beebe 


Area Manager Wait has been on vacation for 
two weeks enjoying his favorite sport—duck 
hunting. From all reports, he has fared well. 


Superior Area 


by Carol Cross 


On November 19, the Commercial and Plant 
employees gave a party honoring Artis Bowen, 
chief operator, and on November 20, she was 
honored at a farewell party given by the 
traffic department. Miss Bowen recently re- 
signed to be married on December 7. We 
extend our Best Wishes for a very happy life. 
... Kathryn Rust and DeVee Smalley, Traffic, 
spent their vacation time remodeling and 
moving into their new homes.... Mrs. Frank 
Kubat’s mother, Mrs. Grace Goold, is spend- 
ing the winter months visiting in the Kubat 
home... . In spite of the Asia Flu shots, the 
flu bug caught up with a number of the 
Superior employees. We are happy to report 
that all employees are now back to work.... 
Proud owners of new ’58 automobiles are 
Glenda Balty and Geraldeen Williams, both of 
Traffic. Glenda and her husband are driving 
a new Chevrolet, and Geraldeen and her hus- 
band are patiently (!) waiting for their new 
Ford. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


Edna Pflughaupt, chief operator, spent 
Thanksgiving day with her brother and his 
wife in Denver. . . On November 8 twelve 
Girl Scouts from the 6th Grade of Edison 
School visited the telephone building, and on 
November 12, a group of Brownies, Troop #22, 
likewise visited the office. Alex Pauley of 
the plant department escorted the groups on 
a tour of the building. We were all 
grieved at the news of the accident which 
resulted in the death of Charles (Chuck) 
Salisbury, combinationman in the plant de- 
partment. Funeral services for Mr. Salisbury 
were held on November 4 at the Metz Mort- 
uary in York. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


“Can’t find the axe; we'd better use this 
old corn Knife.’ Ralph Retzlaff brandished 
the clumsy weapon. His father laid Thanks- 
giving dinner carefully against the old rail- 
road tie. Ralph took a healthy swing. The 
knife glanced off harmlessly. ‘Either this 
knife is dull, or that duck’s neck is made of 
steel.’ ‘‘More like rubber,” said his father, 
stretching the duck from _ stem to. stern. 
“Quack,” said the duck. “I am not,” said 
Ralph, brandishing again. ‘You're a pretty 
fancy brandisher,” said the duck. “Oh, I 
practice brandishing in my spare time—very 
relaxing,’ replied Ralph, drawing himself up 
to his full height and lowering his eyes 
modestly. ‘‘Say, but that’s all beside the 
point—you’re trying to make me forget what 
I came out here to do.” “Yes,” said his 
father, “‘let’s get down to business.” “If you 


must,” said the duck sadly. ‘‘'Go ahead, but 
I warn you, I’m a tough old bird.” “So I 
notice,’’ muttered Ralph, inspecting the dented 
blade. ‘‘Here,”’ said Ralph, handing his hand- 
kerchief to his father, ‘‘blindfold him; I can’t 
stand it.’’ ‘“‘Coward,” cried the duck. ‘That 
was your last word,” scowled Ralph. And so 
it was. ... Half of Marge Armstrong’s vaca- 
tion was spent at DeWitt viewing and oohing 
her sister’s new twins. Marge now has four 
nephews. Said the oldest, a five-year old, 
when notified that there were two baby 
brothers: “It’s impossible, I don’t believe it. 
You can only get one baby; you can’t get 
two.” But he was wrong... . Esther Juengel 
helped her mother and father and aunt and 
uncle celebrate their double golden wedding 
anniversary November 28. All but one of the 
original attendants were hale and could help 
polish off the 81 pounds of turkey prepared 
for the occasion. . . . Visiting a daughter in 
Little Rock and a sister in St. Louis kept 
B. J. Sievers on the drive for a week. ‘ 
Our condolences to I. J. Devoe on the death 
of his brother. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 


Sally Grabowski and Carol Carlson, 
Associate Editors 


The holidays are upon us again, and Reve- 
nue Accounting folk seemed to have a delight- 
ful Thanksgiving Day. All the girls spent the 
holiday with their families and claim they 
Stuffed themselves with turkey and all the 
trimmings. . . . Cleo Hartman had a vacation 
just before the holiday. She and her husband 
went to Peru to a football game and to Te- 
cumseh to visit friends and relatives. 

Cleo needed that vacation to rest before she 
Prepared dinner for 18 on Thanksgiving Day. 
... Betty Biggs proudly reports a brand new 
sister-in-law from California and is waiting 
anxiously to meet her... . Eleanor Grabowski 
and husband celebrated their wedding anni- 
versary by going to Omaha.... Helen Pickard 
enjoyed the first week in December as her 
vacation. Helen says she ‘‘just loafed.” ... 
Carol Carlson also had that week off and did 
her Christmas shopping. . . . Darlene Bouka- 
ther traveled to North Dakota to visit her 
brother and sister on her vacation. ... The 


In any photosraphic contest, this could weil 
be in the running for top honors. So far as the 
News is concerned, it is the picture of the year. 
The subject is little Debra Lee Pilfcld. The 
Photographer is her proud father, Marvin Pilfold, 
district clerk at Hastings. 


Wenfink Hits the Forty Mark 


Henry O. Wentink had no driving urge to become a telephone man. It was simply that he needed 
a job and applied at the LT &T office as well as other places in Lincoln in search of that elusive 
item. There was a man at Hastings who was going on vacation and a replacement was needed for 
the next two weeks. If young Hank wanted the temporary job he could have it, so he was told. So 
Mr. Wentink traveled to Hastings to stay two weeks—and stretched it into 40 years. 

Our Hastings wire chief came back to Lincoln on November 13, to be feted and dined on the 


occasion of his 40th anniversary as an employee. 


The luncheon was held at the Cornhusker Hotel 


where Mr. Wentink revealed the events that led to his adopting a telephone career. The emblem 
attesting his newly reached point of service was presented by Merle M. Hale, vice president, as the 
camera caught the scene above. Others in the picture, from left, are: Paul H. Henson, Max C. Walker, 
K. L. Lawson, John Spady, Mr. Wentink, Henry G. Peachman, Mr. Hale, Walter F. Roberts, Charles F. 
Peachman, Howard H. Lahr, James W. Dudgeon and Lloyd W. Cleveland. 


whole department sends its ‘‘get well’’ wishes 
to Eunice Bailey who is home recuperating 
from an operation. . .. Wanda Carman won 
a dare from her husband by dancing with 
sportscaster Bill King. Her prize was a new 
knit dress. Eileen Sowokinos spent a 
three-day vacation by traveling to Albion.... 
Rose Carlson spent a four-day vacation at 
home and did her Christmas shopping. ; 
Zigrida Bumanis took part in a Latvian Folk 
dance which was presented at the Military 
Ball. ... Jolene Cole is pretty happy but busy, 
too, as she is moving into her new home.... 
Nina Anderson took a trip to Emporia, Kansas, 
and Janice Wall ventured to Hampton to be 
with their families over Thanksgiving. 

Bob Ross and Don Nelson had a mix-up over 
telephones. It seems they gave Bob’s number 
to Don and tried to move Bob’s telephone 
too. The outcome of the situation is that Bob 
kept his phone and number but in the new 
directory it is listed wrong. ... We are sorry 
to hear of Charolette Colvert’s loss of her 
husband. Charolette is a former employee of 
our department. ... MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


The air is filled with the Christmas spirit 
as everyone is making plans, buying gifts and 
trying’ so very hard to keep secrets. We are 
busy with plans for our annual Commercial 
Breakfast which will be held December 23 
at the Kopper Kettle. . Late vacationers 
include Jeanette Ulmer, Sutton; Marlene Hol- 
sten, Minden; Linda Sipes, Maitland, Missouri; 
Verna Alexander, who stayed home and went 
Christmas shopping; and Shirley Plautz, who 
also stayed home and had company from 


California. ... Esther Baker is back, having 
recovered from a minor operation. ... Sheila 
Schabacker hes lett us again to stay home 
with her daughter. We hope she won't forget 
us.... Marg Ryne took advantage of Thanks- 
giving weekend and flew to Lebinon. fnadiana 
to visit a friend whose husband is ov rseis 
with Marg’s.... To Shirley Plautz: Sorry we 
forgot to mention you as one of the victiins of 
the flu bug. Are we forgiven now? ... We 
wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a 


Happy New Year. 
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General Traffic 


Joyann Worster, Associate Editor 


From all of us to all of you, MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR. 


® e 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Paul Henson, our genial chief, was the 
victim on N.U. Homecoming Day of one of 
those ‘‘grads will be boys’’ routines. Mr. 
Henson climbed out of a nice warm bath to 
answer a jangling phone. ‘“‘Isn’t it pretty cold 
to take a bath outside?’’ chuckled the voice of 
a fellow worker who had just passed the 
house. Paul stared into the front yard. There 
the huge porcelain monstrosity reposed half 
full of snow but in all the magnificent 
grandeur of days when tubs were really tubs 
—fully fixtured for hot and cold. Paul’s 
teeth began to chatter at the sight. To crown 
the indignity, a huge sign blatantly pro- 
claimed: ‘‘Welcome, Grads—Sheridan Boule- 
vard Comfort Station.”’ It was two days before 
a crew and rig could be found big enough to 
haul the thing away. This reporter wants to 
be the first to deplore this sort of thing and 
reports it only in the line of duty. ... Andy 
Andrews reports that on their vacation he 
and the Mrs. drove their new hi-powered 1957 
canary hardtop 5,000 miles on one of those 
Rand-McNally specials—Michigan, New York, 
Canada, Ohio, etc., etc. Andy says speeds ain't 
what they used to be. “Up to 80 miles per 
hour is nothing,’ states Andy. Sounds hair- 
raising—maybe that is what he has in mind. 
... It’s hard to believe there is anyone around 
bigger than Ollie Hoffman, but it’s true. Ollie 
is wearing the fellow’s coat. “It’s just as 
good,”’ opined Ollie, graciously, ‘‘and it’s got 
anew pair of gloves—but look at those sleeves.” 
He held out one long arm to show how the 
sleeve hung down like he didn't have a hand. 
“How am I going to crank my car?’’ moaned 
Ollie, flapping off, double wrapped. ... The 
night of the big November snow Buck Isaman 
and Art Sharp of Supply drove Jerry Isaman 
back to Doane College at Crete. About half 
way back to Lincoln, Art and Buck were 
foreed to take refuge in a farmhouse where 
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We know of no group who have more fun among themselves than the Pioneer ladies, and here 
they face the camera at one of their biggest and best territorial gatherings at the Auburn Hotel. 


Parly Huge Success -- and 
Nobody Called the Cons 


The ladies of the Frank H. Woods 
pioneer chapter, 52 strong, made the 
Auburn Hotel the hub of their separate 
journeys on October 30. When all had 
arrived at their destination they pro- 
ceeded to have themselves a big even- 
ing—one of the finest, it is said, that 
this ambitious group has ever staged. 


The largest single delegation came 
from Lincoln by chartered bus which 
chugged away from the general office 
building at five o’clock. This congenial 
method of travel has been used before 
to carry the Lincoln folk to territorial 
pioneer affairs. It lends itself well to 
the occasion. Everyone aboard was 
well acquainted by the time the bus 
reached the seat of activities. 

The gathering was the first to be 
held under the direction of the current 
women’s social committee. Georgia 
Smith, chairman, insists that the most 
generous Slices of praise are due Vivian 
Kinghorn and Oakel Butler who had 
general charge of arrangements. Every- 
one agreed these two Auburn ladies 
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The decorations at the party were “out of 
this world.” The fireplace arrangement, above, 
brought many compliments to the decorating 
committee. 


did an outstanding job of promoting 
the affair and providing appropriate 
decorations for the hotel dining room. 
Evalyn Beason, Lola Hetherington and 
Goldia Busenbarrick were the lucky 
ones in the drawing for the prizes. 


they spent most of twenty-four hours with 
several dozen other weather-bound wayfarers; 
talking, drinking coffee and eating pancakes. 
... Bill Leitgeb is away at sea—a two-weeks 
cruise with the Navy Reserve. Ivars Renemans 
is also a part-time service man. He specializes 
in hydraulics for the Air Guard. ... Fred 
Segoviano is now firmly ensconced in his new 
home in Bethany. . Joe Gray reports his 
little girl is satisfactorily recuperating from 
surgery performed recently. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Claude Heim spent the last of his vacation 
in California. Claude and Mrs. Helm traveled 
by air so they would have more time to spend 
with their daughter and family and, of course, 
take in some of the sights. .. . On November 
30, Al Campbell, our ‘‘coonhunter,’’ along with 
some friends, caught four raccoons and a 
badger. It is a little unusual for dogs to take 
after a badger and while the fight was on, 
Al, in trying to help the dogs, fell in the 
creek, but due to being a rather warm eve- 
ning he suffered no ill effects. . Marilyn 
Osborn will take over as correspondent for 


the wire chief’s section, 14th & M, due to the 
resignation of Miss Gruis. ... We will take 
this opportunity to wish everyone “A VERY 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW 
YEAR.” .. .We will now hear from our other 
departments. 


Custodial 


by Paul Radebaugh 


Hattie Staley spent her vacation relaxing 
around home. She watched the World Series 
on TV, which she said she enjoyed very much, 
only her team lost. Hattie also visited with 
friends at Dunbar, and attended a wedding at 
Fairbury. ... Jack L. Mankamyer, formerly 
of this department, paid us a visit during the 
month of October. Jack is a public accountant 
and works out of Denver. ... Jack Cox and 
wife vacationed in the Ozarks and report a 
very enjoyable trip. 


Toll Equipment 
by JoAnn Gloor 
Frank Norton and wife finished his vaca- 
tion. During a weekend they went to Minne- 
apolis, and the rest of the time worked around 
their home getting it ready for winter. 
Art King spent the last of his vacation resting 


—<f 19 fe— 


around home. . John Loudenback spent 
Thanksgiving at Grand Island. 


Wire Chief's Section—14 & M 


by Marilyn Jo Osborn 


Sandra Lipskey and husband spent two 
weeks’ vacation sight-seeing through Colorado. 
...A.L. Higgins spent his vacation at home 
waiting for a new addition to the family... . 
We are sorry to lose our former correspondent, 
Gloria Gruis, who resigned November 15, and 
Norris Hammond, who moved to Washington, 
D.C. . . . The boss, Mr. Connors, has been 
showing up in the morning looking worn out. 
It seems that he has been doing most of the 
10usehold chores while his wife has been in 
the hospital and also carrying papers for his 
son Tommy who was sick with the flu. We 
are glad to report that Mrs. Connors is home 
and Tommy is back on the job carrying 
papers. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


Snow or sleet doesn’t bother traveling oper- 
ators. Mary Jane Arthur traveled many, many 
miles into the southwest on her vacation— 
New Mexico, Arizona, and Nevada. ... Minnie 
Allen toured most of Oklahoma in her short 
week. . . . Eloise Baldwin enjoyed a week in 
Austin, Texas and reports that everything 
may be big in Texas but their snow storms 
aren't as big as ours. They just make a 
bigger fuss about them. . . . Dorothy Grafton 
spent Thanksgiving in Omaha while Helen 
Krieger spent her holiday in Denver. 
Josephine Coy spent part of her vacation in 
Kansas City. . . . The annual Christmas party 
for Traffic, General Traffic and three guests 
from the plant department was held De- 
cember 11. A delectable turkey dinner was 
served, after which there was an exchange of 
gifts and entertainment. Bouquets to Wilma 
Drake and her fine committee for a superb 
job. This is one of the most enjoyable social 
activities of the year and appreciated by all. 

. Ella Hansen and Mabel Volpp drove to 
Beatrice to acquaint themselves with the new 
office and customer toll dialing. They report 
that it was a most interesting expedition. ... 
We extend our most sincere sympathy to 
Melba Richards, our chief operator, in the 
recent death of her mother. ... Mary Jane 
Arthur, Lois Meyers and Dorothy Grafton 
journeyed to Silver City, Iowa on November 
23 for the marriage of Mary Clipson, a former 
operator. Mary Jane was an attendant and 
Lois sang a solo. We like to see girls 
interested in their work but we don't expect 
them to come to work on their day off as 
Rexine Bretta did not long ago, Saturday 
night too. Rexine took a good razzing, then 
“slunk” home slightly red-faced where she 
really got the “raspberry”’ from her family. 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


Bert Huddleston, vice president of the Club, 
left for California in December. He appointed 
J. Lloyd Lyne to take over his duties during 
his absence. Mr. Lyne presided at the last 
meeting where a majority voted for a De- 
cember meeting this year. We are planning 
a nice Christmas gathering. ...H. W. Potter 
has scheduled his leavetaking December 17 
for the South Pacific and a circle around the 
Orient. He expects to be away until May 1958. 
... Mary Carroll and sister had as guests two 
other sisters at Thanksgiving. . Florence 
Arbogast spent Thanksgiving with a sister at 


Waverly. ... Open House was held at Elm- 
wood for Lucy Lyle in honor of her 82nd 
birthday this month. ... Ethel Prescott spent 


a weekend at David City visiting a friend... . 
Anne Keegan spent Thanksgiving with her 
Sisters in Tecumseh. 


“QincolCelephane Mews 
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a; 
Cy | 
AS J » d Ines 
bn) Bas , /f Don an 
ae G7 Meister, Tecum- 
( 3 Sra {f seh, set ig town 
i Se 4 fm» ‘ agog one cold morn— 
ee 41h a / ine when they found 
ref be / the gear shift frozen 
aid as they left home for 
their respective jobs 
with LTéT. The only way the car would 
move was backward. So back they did - 


eight blocks to the office. 


) WONDER IF 
4AHE DOG KNOWS 
ABOUT THIS 


\ 
SMO | 
Sa ~ } 


August Brunke, Lincoln Plant, was stopped 
cold by a note tacked to the door of a 
new customer...and by a tough looking dog 


which apparently did not arprove’ of 
strangers, The note read: "Telephone 
Man - - When you po in the dog will hark 


at you but just call him Curley and he 


won't hurt you." 


BuT 1 poNT WANT 
JO GO EAST ! 


tps! 
Fred Bettenhausen, 
driving to work without chains on the 
day of the Big Snow, turned crosswise in 
the street. A helpful citizen flagged 
down traffic and gave Fred a push back 
into the ruts - the wrong ones, leading 


Treasurer's Office, 


east. He drove and drove, clear to the 
edge of town hefore finding a chance to 
reverse directions, The out-of-the-way 
distance totalled 40 blocks, 


oe | HOW DO 


10 WORK TODAY BUT 


bive AND THE WIFE 


DOUBLE CROSSED ME 


Sree 


Che ABa 
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C. B. Meshier keeps his new car ina 
parking garage, One evening, after 
work, the attendant brought down a 
car of the same make and color in 
response to Mr, Meshier's request. 
Charley got in it and drove away. 
He has used power steering so long 
that his biceps have weakened some 
what, so when he tried to turn a 
corner he dern near busted his arm. 
With great effort he drove the car 
around the block and back into the 
farage, convinced that the primitive 
life is no longer for him. 


NOW THE BROOM 
Id STUCK 


Jim Shepard, Lincoln 2-Office, tried 
to tidy up the "coffee room" while 
the custodian was ill. Jim might 
have done well, too, if he hadn't 
used sugar instead of sweeping com- 
pound on the floor. For a while it 
appeared that the entire floor would 
have to be ripped up to get rid of 
the mess. 


YEAH-WE 
HID HIS 
PHNTS 


| WANTED To COME 


Clyde Burge, district manager, Beat- 
rice, had a tussle with the flu and, 
before his recovery was complete, 
wanted to get back to work. In a 
telephone call from Mr, Burge to Dan 
Smith, a voice in the background 


explained why the former was unable 
intention to 


to carry out his show 


up at the office. 


kh Page 


J 
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ROOM ON THE 


iA 


for Mecember Iq y 


HEY NOW— JUST 
fl MINUTE - I DIDN'T 
MEAN “THAT ! 


Fred Adkins, retired, noticed a steer 


lyine in a feed lot near Sutton, 
stretched out as though dead. Fred 
stopped the car and approached to 


investigate, The animal lay without 
sound or motion. He was undoubtedly 
dead, Fred raised his foot and gave 
the carcass a kick as a final test - 
and that was a big mistake. The steer 
jumped to his feet, broke through the 


fence and careened into Fred's car. 
Result: a fender ironing bill. 
Fred's insurance is no good on steer 


collisions when the man kicks first. 


NOT WITH BATH - WE 


WE WANT fi HAD ONE SATURDAY 


Imogene Paulsen, Lincoln teller, had a 
hard time convincing an elderly couple 
at her window that we are not in the 
hotel business. They were sure she was 
the room clerk. 


Charles Peachman sauntered 

from the cafeteria and, in 

an unguarded moment, must 

have thought the toothpick 

in his mouth was his pipe, 
for he’ scratched 
a match, plied it 
to the toothpick 
and puffed vigor- 
ously, 


WHAT '- You MEAN IT5 
MY NIGHT OFF 7 


Rexine Rretta, Lin- 
coln Traffic, came to 
Saturday 
She 
didn't mind the 
wasted effort so much 
- but resented the 
razzing she heard 
both at home and at 
the office. 


work on her 
night off duty. 


